
 
If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sis-
ter in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God 
be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or 
speech but with actions and in truth (1 John 3:17-18 NIV). 

As I write this, torrential rain from the remnants of Hurricane Harvey is 
still pounding parts of Texas.  Historic flooding has forced rivers and 
streams from their banks, submerged homes, churches, businesses 
and roads, stranding thousands of people.   

In the midst of this disaster, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has a national re-
sponse team on the way.  While a Houston megachurch makes the news for locking out 
people in need of shelter from their 16,800 seat arena while their pastor tweets prayers 
from his $10 million mansion, we Presbyterians quietly continue to do the hard work of 
helping those in need in the name of Jesus Christ.  It’s not glamorous.  It may never make 
the evening news.  But we are not in it for the fame.  We will be there because Jesus told 
us not only to love our neighbor, but that our neighbor is whoever is in need of our help.  
And we will be there serving our neighbor long after the news crews have packed up their 
cameras and the attention of the nation has moved on.  In love and solidarity with all who 
are trying to pick up the pieces of their lives this week, we will be with them for the long 
haul. 

I strongly encourage you to give to support PDA’s efforts to help those devastated by Hurri-
cane Harvey.  Unlike some other organizations, 100% of donations to PDA for disaster re-
lief go to help the people affected; not one dime goes for administrative overhead.  You can 
give in a couple ways.  You can make a check out to the church and put in the memo line 
“Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.”  We’ll make sure it gets to them and they will know it 
came from the people of our church.  Or you can donate online at pma.pcusa.org/donate/
make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000169.  Either way, your gifts will make an important difference as 
our denomination helps residents recover from the devastation they have experienced. 

Let us continue to pray for all those who have been uprooted and are suffering because of 
this terrible storm.  The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective (James 5:16 
NIV).  But after we get up off our knees, we must then get on our feet and do the work of 
the Lord.  PDA is leading the way.  Let us follow together. 

Out of chaos, hope – the motto of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 

 
         Grace and peace to you all, 
                   Pastor Jeff 
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Please keep the family of Ann Powers in your prayers as she went 
home to be with her Lord and Savior on Saturday, August 26.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with her family at this time.   



Welcome Back Brunch 

Please join us for our Welcome Back 
Brunch at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday, Sep-
tember 10th. Breakfast casseroles, 
muffins, fruit salad, and juice will be 
served. Each family should bring one 

cup of fruit to contribute to the fruit salad. You may use 
the disposable table service which will be provided, or if 
you prefer, bring your own table service.  

Reservations must be made by calling (607-937-
5419) or e-mailing (office@corningpresby.org) no later 
than Thursday, September 7th, so we can be sure we 
have enough food for everyone.  

Bring a friend with you! 

There is no charge but donations will be accepted if 
you wish. We hope to see you there as we celebrate 
the beginning of the beautiful Fall season and the start 
of our Sunday School sessions.  

Children’s Church Program  

2017 - 2018 

Begins September 10 

Our Children’s Church program for children ages 3 - 10 
will begin on Sunday, September 10th.   Although we 
did not get as many volunteers as we need, we plan to 
move forward with the program in the hopes that more 
people will come on-board as time goes on.  We hope 
you will be willing to support the program by having 
your child or children (and their friends) enroll and at-
tend the program regularly.   

On regular Sundays the children 
will be in Children’s Church from 
the Children’s Sermon until the 
end of the church service.  On 
Communion Sundays, there will 
be an abbreviated Children’s Church time so children 
can participate in the Communion Service.   

We are planning to use the Sunday School Program 
called “The Story” as the basis of our program.   We 
are looking forward to your support for this endeavor.  
The presence of children in our church is vital to the 
growth and success of our church program.  Please 
feel free to ask questions or make suggestions or com-
ments to the Children’s Church Committee through the 
church office at 607-937-5419.  

House Chef Needed for Christmas Dinner 

Our 44th Annual First Presbyterian Christmas Dinner  
is only four months away.  We are seeking a dedicated 
person or persons to take on the position of House 
Chef for the annual Christmas Dinner.  Please see the 
enclosed page which gives more details about this an-
nual community outreach and the duties involved.   

 
 

CORNERS AT 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
 
 

  *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *  
The Landscape Fund 

The gardens of First Presbyteri-
an Church are a visual reminder 
of the beauty of God’s creation 
and an ever-present enhance-
ment to the appearance of our 
church grounds.  

On April 30, 2000, a Landscape 
Fund was established with mon-
ies given by church members 
and friends of the church as a 
recognition of Frank J. Hamm for 
his service as Clerk of the Works 
for the Horizons21 renovation and accessibility project. 
Frank was to choose the use of those monies. He 
chose to establish the new Landscape Fund. 

The intent of the fund is to provide for replacement of 
plantings as needed; the development of new gardens, 
and the upgrading of existing gardens. Church volun-
teers provide ongoing care and maintenance. 

Submitted by Marilyn Thomas 

Thank you - Fellowship Time Hosts 

Thank you to the following groups who hosted Fellow-
ship Time over the summer:  P.L. & F., Senior Choir, 
Nominating Committee, Swenson Committee, Faith 

Formation, Deacons, and Ken & Mary Baer.  If we 
missed anyone, our apologies but to everyone who 
hosted - a big thank you!  

If you would like to host a fellowship time please call 
Rose Houper, Susan Sheldon, or the church office.  
There is always someone available to assist you and 
expenses are covered as needed.  And it’s fun!  

Budget Reminder 

It’s hard to believe that this year has flown by so quick-
ly!  It seems like we just worked on budgets and the 
annual report.  However, it’s that time again so please 
be reminded that you must have your budget requests 
in to the Finance Committee by September 30th.  If you 
would like a copy of your current expenditures, please 
call Sue at the office and a copy will be run for your 
convenience.  Thank you for helping us get this pro-
cess started and completed in a timely manner.   



The results of our congregational survey are in!  Thanks to everyone 
who participated.  It was really close and here are your top three choic-
es: 

Deepening Your Relationship with God  
(Christian Spirituality) Score: 3.67 

Understanding the Big Story of the Old Testament  
(Biblical Studies) Score: 3.59 

What Do Other Religions Believe?  
(Building Interfaith Understanding)Score: 3.29 

Our first program will be on Christian Spirituality.  We will begin with C. 
S. Lewis’ entertaining yet poignant book, The Screwtape Letters.  You 

may purchase it directly or order a copy through the church office.  The cost through the office is about 
$9.50 from Amazon.com.   Please let the church office know if you wish to purchase a book.  

“‘My dear Wormwood, ...’ So begins this product of C. S. Lewis's wickedly funny imagination, a corre-
spondence between two devils, Screwtape and his young nephew, Wormwood. As the senior fiend ad-
vises his young apprentice in leading humanity astray, Lewis delves into questions about good and evil, 
temptation, repentance, and grace, offering knowledge and guidance to all who are trying to live good 
Christian lives.” 

Our Christian Spirituality group will meet on Wednesday nights beginning on September 13 
through November 15, at 6:30 PM.  Please invite your family and friends to join us as we seek to 
deepen our relationship with God together.  

ANNOUNCING OUR FALL WEDNESDAY NIGHT LINE-UP  

              SUNDAY MORNING (PREACHING) SERIES ON EXODUS -  

SEPTEMBER 10 - NOVEMBER 26 

Please join us each Sunday as we explore how the Lord led his people out of slav-
ery in Egypt to freedom in a new land, and how this timeless story of liberation 
speaks to us today.  We hope you will join us each Sunday as the story unfolds.   
See you in the Promised Land!!  The "Understanding Exodus" Schedule for Sep-
tember is listed below.  A complete schedule is available at the back of the narthex.   

September 10           "The Midwives' Courage" 

September 17           "A Tale of Two Mothers" 
September 24  "Moses the Fugitive" 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES BEGIN ON SEPTEMBER 17th  

Sunday School classes begin on September 17th for all ages from children to adults.  We look 
forward to an exciting fall/spring time of outreach to our church community as well as our local 
community.  Spread the Word!     Sunday School starts at 9:00 a.m. for Middle School & High 
School Students and Adults with a song time for younger children.  Sunday School for 
Preschool to fifth grade begins at 9:15 a.m.   



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 

 

  5 Margret Lapp 

  8       Derwin Nelson 

10 Heather Hayes 

12  Jean Boell 

13  * Amanda McEwen 

14 Bill Uncapher, Jr. 

       * Rachel Hevey  

16  Jamie Smith 

 Silky Smith 

21 Barbara Worthey  

 * Alexander Chang 

22       Rick Vermillion     

            Glenn Morrisey 

 Trevor Worthey 

25 Curt Neuner 

 Mike DeRosa 

28   Jackie Curry 

 Lynde Ugoretz 

30 Walter Jones 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 

 

  1 Ken & Cheri Crozier 

4  Mark & Beth Landin 

6     Chris & Alyson  

          Sharman 

  17 Glenn & Lisa Morrisey 

19 Jeff & Marilyn Hagy 
 

The Disciples Window 

As a review, here are the first four sections of the Disciples Window as well as      

the addition of Section 5: 

1: The  Square and the Lance - symbolic of the disciple Thomas 

2: The  Bible and Ax - symbolic of the disciple Matthias 

3: The  Cross Shaped like an X - symbolic of Andrew (brother of Peter) 

4: The  Three Purses - symbolic of Matthew 

5: The Three Knives are symbolic of Bartholomew, also know as Nathaniel.  The flying 
knives, always in a vertical position, because he was seized by the governor of Albanon-
ee, Armenia, and was flayed alive, crucified, and beheaded.   

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES FOR SEPTEMBER 



44th Annual First Presbyterian Christmas Dinner  
 
 
 

The First Presbyterian Church is seeking a dedicated person or persons 

to take on the position of House Chef for the annual Christmas Dinner.  

The job description includes the following: 

 

Working with the Committee Chairperson  

Preparing food for approximately 150 people (includes guests at din-

ner, deliveries and volunteers) 

 

The menu has been a traditional turkey dinner, however other dinner op-

tions can be explored.  Food is cooked onsite at First Presbyterian 

Church.  Kitchen facilities include a commercial 8-burner, 2 oven range; 2 

large refrigerators; plenty of prep space, including a triple sink and a prep 

sink (kitchen visit can be scheduled). 

 

The Committee Chairperson will organize sub-committees for the variety 

of duties necessary.  There is an organized timeline of when each part of 

the dinner will be carried out, beginning with food acquisition to cleanup, 

as well as a dedicated support staff of 40+ volunteers.  There are also de-

tailed notes regarding food planning, timeline for prepping and cooking 

food, and preparing deliveries. 

 

If you are interested in this position, please contact Barbara Sammis at 

(607) 962-8035 or the Church Office at (607) 937-5419.   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1 EAST FIRST STREET 

CORNING, NEW YORK 14830 

Church Phone: 607-937-5419 
Church Fax:     607-937-9731 

Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
9:00 a.m. - Noon 

 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Church Email:  office@corningpresby.org 
Visit us on the web: 

www.corningpresby.org 
Follow us on Facebook! 

         Sunday School:       
         9:00 a.m.: 
               (Adult, Middle School & High School)  
                  (Younger children - Song Time with  
                  Mr. Smith)   

            9:15 a.m.  (Pre-School - 5th Grade)   

           10:30 a.m.  Worship Service  
        11:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for October Messenger arti-
cles is September 15th.  Ar ticles may   ei-
ther be emailed to the church or left in the 
church office.  

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 

2017 


