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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the
Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.
Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are
his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter
his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give
thanks to him, bless his name. For the Lord is good; his
steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all
generations. (Psalm 100 NRSV).

The Worship Committee and I are excited to announce that our
church will be offering a different kind of Christian worship gathering once a
month on Saturdays, at 4:00 PM, beginning October 21. The following services will be on November 11, December 16, January 20, and February 10.
The service is tentatively titled “Canvas” and incorporates the arts and contemporary worship music along with greater opportunities for the congregation to creatively respond and participate during worship. A live band, with
John Baer on trumpet, will lead the singing at the services.
“Why go to the trouble of starting a new service on a day other than
Sunday?”, you may ask. The best reasons for a church to launch any new
worship gathering are to reach people who aren’t already here and to provide an opportunity, at another day and time, for people to worship who are
already participating to some degree in the life of a church, but might participate more if the church offered a different style of worship. The time and
date were chosen with an eye toward having the service after daytime activities and before evening activities begin. We pray that God will bless this
service and use it to reach many more people with the good news of Jesus
Christ and encourage greater involvement in the life of the church.

We hope you will attend at least one of the monthly services to experience it for yourself and that you will invite others to come and check it out
also.
Grace and peace to you all,
Pastor Jeff

CORNERS AT
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
October 2017
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

College Scholarship Endowment Fund Support
One of the goals of the Major Gifts and Endowments Committee (MG&E) for 2018 is to be able to recommend to Session that we increase the number of scholarships we offer from 2 to 3. The College Scholarship
Endowment Fund was established May 2013 by a gift of $7500 from Dr. Milton Lapp and his wife Margret.
The first scholarship of $300 was awarded in 2014. During the last 2 years, 2 scholarships of $500 each
have been awarded. Since 2013 the fund has grown from the original $7500 to a current value of $29,000.
This growth is the result of numerous gifts to the fund, some fairly large, others much smaller. MG&E would
like to see the fund grow this year to the $30,000 range which would allow 3 scholarships to be offered each
year.
A great way we as individuals can help make this happen is through the Celebration Gifts program.
Through this program one can celebrate an event in a person’s life such as a birthday, anniversary, job promotion, job well done, or other accomplishment by donating money in any amount in the person’s honor.
The gift can also be a memorial gift. When $100 has been received for a particular endowment fund, it is
sent directly to the fund to earn money in support of that fund. Celebration gifts can be designated to any of
our endowment funds, but right now we are emphasizing the College Scholarship Fund because that fund
has been successful, there is a need, and we would like to see it grow to help fill that need.
This is the real power of our endowments: the money invested is never spent; only the investment earnings
are spent. So the individual gifts of $5, $10, $20, or $100 we give will grow this year and every year for the
foreseeable future and beyond.
Imagine giving something today that will continue to work and help provide scholarships for the next 200
years and beyond.

The Peace and Global Witness Offering will be lifted up on Sunday, October 1, at
morning Worship. When you give to this offering you help support those working to
share the dream of peace and reconciliation around the world, as proclaimed by the
Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ. Your gift to the Peace and Global Witness Offering will help continue the persistent pursuit of peace.

Christian Spirituality Group - Wednesday Evenings
Our Christian Spirituality Group is off to a great start and you can join in at any time. We are discussing
how to deepen our relationship with God and are also reading the book by C.S. Lewis “The Screwtape
Letters”, a product of Lewis’ wickedly funny imagination. In this correspondence between two devils,
Screwtape and his young nephew, Wormwood, attempt to lead humanity astray. In the readings, C.S.
Lewis delves into questions about good and evil, temptation, repentance and grace, and in doing so offers
knowledge and guidance to all who are trying to live good Christian lives.
A potluck dinner is held at 6:00 p.m. (prior to the program at 6:30) and anyone is welcome to attend and
join in as there is plenty of food. We hope you will join us!
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Update on the Kate Danforth
Community Garden

Church Work Day - October 28

Submitted by Stu Sammis

The Fall Church Work Day will be Saturday, October 28th from 9:00 a.m. to noon. There will be a
list of tasks to be done posted in the Fellowship
Hall prior to that time.

In June we dedicated the community garden located in the Town of Corning to our dear friend
Kate Danforth.

There are lots of jobs both inside and out and we
encourage everyone who is able to come and join
in the fun!

The Lord has truly blessed our first year's labor.




We had 22 beds planted

We combined the beds of the First Presbyterian Church and Rotary Club, and our Community Gardens have donated over 50 pounds of
tomatoes plus additional vegetables so far this
harvest season


Ladies Night Out - October 5
Please bring a friend and join the ladies of the
church for a fun night out. It was a great time
at the last one - lots of laughing, reminiscing,
looking at pictures, and learning more about
one another. Open to ladies of all ages! October 5th, 6:30, at the Gaffer on Market Street.
Please call the church
office if you can attend
so we can have a seat
count. Transportation
is available as needed.

The produce has been distributed to the
Corning Community Food Pantry, Meals on
Wheels and the Salvation Army Food Pantry



There is more to come including everyone's
favorite - Brussels Sprouts. (OK, there are a few
people who like them).
Additional gardeners have also donated produce
to the above organizations and others.

Let us give thanks to the Lord for the efforts of

all involved.

The Disciples Window
This week we look at Section 6 (going clockwise) of the Disciples Window. This symbol is
The Saw which is symbolic of James the
Less, brother of Jude, and son of Alpheus.
James worked in and around Jerusalem and
was the author of the
Epistle of James. At
the age of 96, he was
pushed off the pinnacle of the temple, and
stoned to death, and
his body was sawn into
pieces.

ARE YOU REALLY READING THE MESSENGER?
Let’s have some fun! Hidden within this month’s Messenger is a heart symbol like this ♥. If you find it within
five days of receiving the Messenger, please call the
church office at 937-5419 and your name will be put in a
drawing for a free coffee/drink/treat from a local business. ☺☺
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LOCAL COMMUNITY
TANNER’S PAWS
Tanner’s Paws, with offices at 117 West Market Street in Corning, is an organization founded in
memory of Tanner, a Labrador Retriever who lost his battle to cancer in 2011. This organization
is dedicated to the care and safety of animals in need and their goal is to save
as many lives of our four-legged friends as possible.
For more information on volunteering, fostering, or services provided check
out their website at http://www.tannerspaws.org/. They work hand in hand
with area shelters, dog control officers, SPCA’s and other rescues who share
the same passion.
This is another way to help make a difference with a local organization.

Domestic Violence Awareness Month
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
Arbor Housing and Development houses the local Net Domestic Violence Services program
which supports survivors of domestic violence who are unable to stand up for themselves, as
well as their children, and those who face huge challenges as they simply try to survive day to
day. The Net Shelter and Domestic Abuse Program provides a safe place for victims (and their
children) of domestic violence. ♥ The local support group meets on Wednesday evenings from 6
- 7 p.m. at the shelter. If you or someone you know is in need of these services, the number to
call is 1-800-286-3407. http://www.arbordevelopment.org/domestic
The Family Service Society, Inc. also offers specialized counseling for victims
and their families. https://www.familyservicesociety.org/ The number to call
for assistance for this organization is 607-962-3148.
Please keep these victims and their families in your daily prayers.
Elmira First Presbyterian Church
Concert Series Continues
♫♫♫ ♫♫♫
The Harmonic Brass from Munich, Germany, Europe’s Premier
Brass Quintet will perform at the Elmira FPC on October 6th at
7:30 p.m. The concert will be held in the church sanctuary at
104 W. Clinton Street in Elmira. For more information, call 607
-734-1614. A free-will offering will be taken to help offset expenses.
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES FOR OCTOBER
1
6
8
11
16
17
20
21
22
27
30

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
Leah Palmesano
Lynda Oakden
Lisa Morrisey
Scott Conklin
Jake Hayes
Vickie Burton
Denise Reppert
Teresa Danforth
Don Creath
Kimberly Holmes
Mark Landin
*Owen Fisher
Scott Sheldon
*Elyssa DeRosa
Mary Beth Costantino

2
4
9
17
22
27

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
Phil & Laura Palmesano
George & Susan McLaren
Gary & Anna Jean Yoggy
John & Andrea Fisher
Mike & Shari Koval
Eric & Monica Meek

The Bible and the Cell Phone
I wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell phones?
- What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?
- What if we turned back to get it if we forgot it?
- What if we flipped through it several times a day?
- What if we used it to receive messages from the text?
- What if we treated it like we couldn't live without it?
- What if we gave it to kids as gifts?
- What if we used it as we traveled?
- What if we used it in case of an emergency?
- What if we upgraded it to get the latest version?
This is something to make you go ...hmmm ... Where is my Bible?
Oh, and one more thing. Unlike our cell phone, we don't ever have to worry about our Bible being disconnected ... because Jesus already paid the bill!
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2017
The Messenger is published monthly.
The deadline for November Messenger
articles is October 15th. Church news,
local community items, family milestones
and events are all welcome. Help us stay
informed!

