
The Captain’s Daughter by James T. Fields 
 

We were crowded in the cabin, 
Not a soul would dare to sleep, 
It was midnight on the waters, 
And a storm was on the deep. 

 
"Tis a fearful thing in winter 

To be shattered by the blast, 
And to hear the rattling trumpet 
Thunder, "Cut away the mast!" 

 
So we shuddered there in silence, 
For the stoutest held his breath, 

While the hungry sea was roaring 
And the breakers talked with Death. 

 
As thus we sat in darkness, 

Each one busy with his prayers, 
"We are lost!" the captain shouted 
As he staggered down the stairs. 

 
But his little daughter whispered, 

As she took his icy hand, 
"Isn't God, upon the ocean, 

Just the same as on the land?" 
 

Then we kissed the little maiden. 
And we spoke in better cheer, 

And we anchored safe in harbour 
When the morn was shining clear. 

 
Anyone who has been paying attention to what is going on in our country right now is living 

with a lot of anxiety, myself included.  It is important that we remember that no matter who becomes 
our next president, Jesus is still King.  There is comfort in that and peace.  Knowing this does not 
relieve us of our moral duty to choose the candidate who will do their best for all the people of this 
country, but it does remind us who is really in control and whose teachings and example must ulti-
mately guide our choices if we are truly seeking to follow Him. 

As politicians compete for the votes of Christians, we Presbyterians need to remember these 
great words enshrined in our Book of Confessions: “Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy 
Scripture, is the one Word of God which we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life 
and in death” (Presbyterian Church (USA), Book of Confessions, “The Theological Declaration of 
Barmen”).  I pray that as each of us approaches this election, that we will remember that our first 
allegiance is always to Jesus; not to a political party, nor to an ideology, but to the Son of God who 
said “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me” (Mat. 25:40 NIV).  As you sift through the competing claims of the candidates, please 
remember this: if it is not good news for the poor, if it is not good news for those who are being de-
nied justice, it is not The Good News of Jesus Christ. 

God bless us all as we humbly seek to follow Jesus Christ in all that we do.  Jesus is as pre-
sent on the storm-tossed sea as He is on the dry land.  And He is present in the voting booth as well. 
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MAJOR GIFTS & ENDOWMENTS 
 

  The Valentine Brother Pratt Fund 
 
The purpose of this fund is to underwrite the costs of 
property care, maintenance, and enhancement of First 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
This endowment was created April 23, 2003 from an 
annuity and bequests from the estate of Valentine 
Brother Pratt (1911 – 2002) in the amount of 
$101,236.99. Val Pratt, a member of the First Presby-
terian Church for 64 years had served as a Trustee and 
was on the committee that originated the Endowment 
Committee. 
 
In recent years the allocations from this endowment 
and the Property Maintenance Fund have covered the 
maintenance costs of our church. 
 

 

PARISH LIFE & FELLOWSHIP  

 

Girls’ Night Out 

 
Girls’ Night Out is coming up on Wednesday, Oct. 5

th
, 

at 6:30 pm at the Bob Evans Restaurant.  Reservations 
are needed by Monday, Oct. 3

rd
.  Carpooling is availa-

ble.  Please contact any member of the P.L. & F. Com-
mittee or  let the church office know if you plan on at-
tending or need a ride.  
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  FOOD PANTRY 
   
  September was Hunger Awareness Month but you can 
continue to recognize this even in October. When you do 
your routine shopping, add a couple cans or boxes of food 
to your cart and donate them to a local food pantry. Shop - 
purchase - donate make a difference!  
 
August was a hot humid month and the lines at the Corning 
Community Food Pantry were usually long. In August 2016 
the Pantry served 588 households, 729 children, 1260 
adults and 141 elderly for a total of 2130 individuals. 
 
Please save your gently used plastic bags and donate them 
to the Pantry. We use many bags for packing food items. 
 
Please donate new or gently used clothing to our Pantry's 
"clothes closet". Children or infant's clothing are most wel-
come. 
 
Food items that can be used this month are canned pork 
and beans, chicken noodle soup and boxes of Jell-O. 
 
It should be remembered that there is great happiness in 
not wanting. When you take away a food insecure person's 
wanting (hunger), they can experience some form of happi-
ness. To all the individuals who support the mission of the 
Corning Community Food Pantry, we extend our heartfelt 
thanks. We could not do our work without you. 

 



COLLEGE OUTREACH 
 

If you haven’t sent your college student’s current 
address to the church office, please do so at once.  
If you would like to donate items for the care pack-
ages (i.e. shelf stable foods, pens/pencils, note-
books) or make a donation towards the purchase 
of the items, please see Alyson Sharmon or Susan 
Vermillion.   
 
Care packages will be assembled for mailing on 
October 16th during Fellowship Time following the 
regular Worship Service.   

    CHURCH  HAPPENINGS  

 

Presbyterian Foundation to visit October 27, 2016 
 

On Thursday, October 27th, our church will be visited by Anita Clemons of the Presbyterian Foundation.  First Presbyterian's investments are 
actively managed within the Foundation's New Covenant Mutual Fund.  Anita will meet with the Major Gift & Endowment Committee (MG&E) 
at 3:00 pm to discuss investment performance. At 7:00 pm, the Foundation will conduct an informational session on wills, bequests and fi-
nancial giving. All church members are encouraged to attend both meetings. For more details on these events, please call the church office. 

CHURCH WORK DAY 
 
There will be a church work day on Saturday October 22 
from  9:00 a.m. to noon. There are many tasks, big and 
small, and everyone is invited to help out.  
 
Tasks will be posted in the Fellowship Hall beforehand so if 
you are unable to attend that day you can come during the 
week to help. Hope to see many of you there! 
 
October 22, 2016, is National Make A Difference Day.   Here 
is your chance to be a volunteer and make a difference! 

PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH  
 

Did you know that October is Pastor Appreciation 
Month?   Think about how you can express your appreci-
ation to our Pastor Jeff not only during October but all 
year long.   
 
1. Pray for your Pastor, he is here to guide and minis-

ter to his congregation.   
2. Encourage and thank him for his service to you and 

to the church. 
3. Listen carefully to his sermons and respond to them, 

let him know how you feel. 
4. Invite your Pastor to lunch one day. 
5. Talk to your Pastor and let him know you care about 

him and his family.  
6. Send a card at odd times of the year just to say 

thanks and let him and his family know you care.  
7. Attend our special Fellowship time on October 9 

(Pastor Appreciation Day) following the Worship 
Service to show your appreciation! 

 
 
“And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who 
will feed you with knowledge and understanding”.   
Jeremiah 3:15 

LUNCH BUNCH 
 

This month Lunch Bunch is on October 12 at noon.  
Please join us for a delicious meal for only $4.00.  Reser-
vations can be made through the church office or on the 
Sunday Friendship Registers. Reservations due by Octo-
ber 11 at noon.  

Peace and Global Witness Special Offering 
 
A special offering will be taken on October 2 and 9 for the 
Peace and Global Witness Ministry.  Help us share the 
abundance of God’s Peace by giving generously during 
these offerings.   
 
More information on how these offerings are distributed and 
how you can donate is available in the church office and at 
the back of the sanctuary.  Donation envelopes will be avail-
able.  .   



A thank you note to God  
by Jennifer Cardinal   

   Thank you God that I do not need to worry about the 
future because I am in the palm of your hands and you 
are a good God that I can trust. Thank you God that I can 
actually boast in my weakness because it is where I am 
broken that your strength and love is revealed. Thank 
you God that I do not have to be afraid because your 
perfect love surrounds me and casts out all fear. Thank 
you God that I do not have to compare myself with others 
because you have made me unique and created me for a 
purpose designed specifically for me. Thank you God 
that I do not have to doubt my abilities because I can do 
all things through Christ who strengthens me. Thank you 
God that I do not have to judge myself for past mistakes 
because in you I am forgiven and made new. Thank you 
God that I do not have to run from you because your 
compassion never fails and your mercies are new every 
morning. Thank you God that I do not have to face my 
life or my death alone because you are always with me. 
Thank you God that I do not have to doubt whether I am 
good enough or I am loved because you made me, you 
knitted me in my mother's womb and you know and love 
me like no other. This list certainly is not complete and 
you give me so much. That I know. Thank you God. 
Thank you God. Thank you God. 
 
chirojen@sbcglobal.net (reprint permission granted) 
Article Source: http://www.faithwriters.com-CHRISTIAN WRIT-
ERS 

 

THIS AND THAT 

THE CHALLENGE OF FAITHFULNESS 
  
   There are many challenges facing the Christian but none is greater than the challenge to remain faithful to Christ.  In reality, 
this is what Christianity is all about.  Jesus summed it up this way: “ Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 
life” (Rev. 2:10).  Of course, we understand that Jesus addressed this to Christians who were being tortured and killed for their 
faith.  He challenged them to be faithful and not deny Him even if it meant death.  The reward of heaven would far outweigh 
the pain of torture.  
   Most Christians today do not face death for their faith, yet the challenge to be faithful is still very real.  The Christian’s faith 
is being challenged daily by distractions that take the focus from the priorities of life. 
   How can one remain faithful?  The Word is full of admonition and encouragement to be faithful.  Here are some things that 
will help to this end: 
1.      Daily Bible Study.  “Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You!”( Psalm 119:11).  Jesus 
used the Scripture to overcome the temptation of Satan and so must we (Matt. 4:1-11). 
2.      Daily Prayer.  Jesus both taught and demonstrated the necessity of daily prayer in remaining faithful (Matt. 6:9-15). 
3.      Encourage One Another.  The Hebrew writer warned against the sin of unbelief and admonished “exhort one another 
daily” (Heb. 3:13).  Christians need to help one another to bear the burdens of daily living (Gal. 6:1-2). 
4.      Add the Christian Graces.  Peter admonishes Christians to grow spiritually by adding to their faith: virtue, knowledge, 
self-control, perseverance, godliness brotherly kindness and love.  By growing in these things, Peter says:   “you will be nei-
ther barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:5-7).  Accordingly, Peter says “for so an en-
trance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter  1:11). 
   In other words, to remain faithful we must do our best each day to do God’s will.  We must never lose sight of the heavenly 
goal.  Paul put it this way: “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13-14). 
   May we never let the distractions of the world cause us to take our eyes from the cross.  The Hebrew writer admonished: “…
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God” (Heb. 12:1-2).  May we ever strive to remain faithful to the Lord. 
 
--Dan Flournoy -                           ©2005-2007www.Christian-Family.net  Email: dan@christian-family.net 

Donations for Community Service 
 

             Ryan MacDougall 
 

Ryan MacDougall, a youth member of 
the church, is working on earning the 
rank of Eagle Scout.  His required com-
munity service project is to work on the 
construction of a new sign for Tangle-
wood Nature Center and Museum.  All 
of the materials he uses or the money 
to purchase them is by donation.  If you wish to make a do-
nation, please contact Ryan or Amy.  The project must be 
completed by the end of October 2016. Let’s help Ryan to 
Make a Difference! 

NURSERY SUPERVISOR NEEDED! 
 
The Church continues to seek a person for the paid position 
of Nursery Supervisor.  This is a vital position as it allows 
parents with small children the opportunity to worship without 
distraction.  The positions would only require a couple of 
hours each Sunday and could be shared by several people 
who could work alternate Sunday mornings. A volunteer is 
already available to assist the Supervisor.  Please contact 
Ken Baer through the Church Office if you have an interest.  



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 
 
 1 Jennifer McEwen 
 *Leah Palmesano  
  6 Lynda Oakden 
   Lisa Morrisey 
  8     Scott Conklin 
11  Jake Hayes 
16 Vickie Burton 
17 Denise Reppert 
 Teresa Danforth 
20  Don Creath 
 Kimberly Holmes 
21  Mark Landin 
 *Owen Fisher 
22  Scott Sheldon 
27 *Elyssa DeRosa  
30  Mary Beth Costantino 
 
Members, *children under 18, and non-
member participants for whom we have 
birthday and   anniversary information. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  
 

 
 
  2   Phil & Laura Palmesano 
  4     George & Susan McLaren 
9 Gary & Anna Jean Yoggy 

Chet & Patty Chang 
17 John & Andrea Fisher 
22  Mike & Shari Koval 
27 Eric & Monica Meek 
 
 
 

MONTH OF OCTOBER 

“Many waters cannot quench love: riv-
ers cannot wash it away.  If one were to 
give all the wealth of his house for love, 
it (or he) would be utterly scorned.”   
Song of Solomon 8:7.    

“Let them praise the name of the 
Lord, for he commanded and they 
were created”.   Psalm 148:5 

If we miss your special day, please let us 
know so we can  include the information 
on our calendar. 
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The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for November Messenger      
articles is October 15th.  Ar ticles may   
either be emailed to the church or left in the 
church office. Any information received    
after the 15th will appear in the December 
issue. 

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 


