
 
Pastor’s Message for November 2020 Messenger 

 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

As I write this, early voting is well underway in the State of New York.  Many of us are anxious about the 
outcome of these elections and what they will mean for our country.  We are also anxious about how people who 
are disappointed by the outcome will behave in the days following the election.  This seems like a good time for 
followers of Jesus to remind ourselves that only Jesus is Lord, only Jesus can save us, and it is our responsibility 
above all others to be faithful to the Triune God by following Jesus as closely as we can.  Not the Jesus someone 
has invented to support their own political position, but the “honest-to-God” Jesus revealed to us in scripture.  
Whenever we are in doubt, the Bible is our “unique and authoritative witness” to the Word of God, Jesus.   

I find that Psalm 146 (NRSV) helps me to keep this in perspective: 
1 Praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
    on that very day their plans perish. 

5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
7     who executes justice for the oppressed; 
    who gives food to the hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8     the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the Lord loves the righteous. 
9 The Lord watches over the strangers; 
    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10 The Lord will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the Lord! 

As we seek to faithfully exercise our civil rights in this society, let us remember that God alone is Lord of 
our conscience.  As the church, let us exercise our God-given conscience together by following Jesus in all that we 
say and do.  As Jesus’ disciples, let us always strive to love God with all our being and love our neighbor as our-
selves. 

God bless and keep you all healthy and safe.   

Your brother in Christ Jesus, 
Pastor Jeff 
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MISSION SUPPORT  

ENDOWMENT FUND 
 
 
The Mission Support Endowment Fund was 
established in 1996 with monies from a be-
quest from Sylvia Brown, and later from 
memorial donations in memory of Sylvia 
and Don Brown.  Earnings from the endow-
ment, but not the principal, may be spent.  
Income from the fund are to be used for mis-
sion projects beyond the internal program of 
First Presbyterian Church.  Projects may 
range from local to world-wide in scope.  
Efforts shall be made, over the years, to sup-
port a variety of projects, provide seed mon-
ey for new projects, and avoid long-term 
support of an individual project.  Each year 
allocations are made from the fund for use 
by the Mission Committee in support of 
their mission projects.  
 
 

 

THE CHURCH 
MONTHLY INCOME AND 

EXPENSE REPORT 
 
INCOME   

 Income Jan 1 -- Sep 18           $  73,972.80 
(pledges and special offerings) 
 

EXPENSES   

Expenses Jan 1 -- Sep 18       $171,437.63 
(salaries for staff of 4, utilities, office and 
cleaning supplies, maintenance, insurance, 
local and global mission) 

 
DEFICIT TO DATE             $  97,464.83 

 
The Christmas Dinner Committee 
has recommended and the Session 
decided that, because of COVID-19 
concerns we will not be able to host 
the Christmas Dinner this year. We 
have another idea in mind for how 
we can bring some Christmas cheer 
to people in our community. Watch 
for more info in the next few weeks. 



 
During the early hours of this morning, I had 
what I consider to be a “divine nudge”.  It 
was to thank our worship team, the group 
who have provided for worship to continue.  
Since mid-March we have had Sunday wor-
ship available to us through the considerable 
efforts of Pastor Jeff who not only prepares 
excellent sermons, but has used his technolo-
gy skills to send forth “The Word” in ever 
improving quality.  He is ably assisted by 
Curt Neuner who is also technologically pro-
ficient.  Furthermore both Kaitlyn and Ariel 
Ugoretz have been invaluable with adept 

technical audio/visual experience.  Lynde Ugoretz has used her skills with a computer with 
the morning/weekly announcements.  Unseen and quietly professional is Rosie Madigan-
Strong who uses her skills to prepare the announcements, Messenger, and occasionally her 
singing ability.  David Smith has been the musical component of the group and has brought 
to the service not only his skills, but those of Ann, Garrett, and Jackson as well.  Ernie 
Danforth has been a stable component as liturgist and vocalist.  We have truly been blessed 
by their seemingly effortless, consistent leadership.  This was all done to give God the glory 
and to help keep our eyes on the prize of His promise. 
 
Anonymous Grateful Member  

FROM SCRAP TO CASH! 
 
The Trustees recently spon-
sored a scrap metal drive.  One 
load was secured in Ken’s 
trailer on 10/17, the day of the 
church work day.  A second 
load was provided by Curt 
Neuner on 10/21.  The metal is 
taken to Swarthouts in Beaver 
Dams, weighed and sold at 
scrap metal prices.  The first 
load brought $47.20 and the 
second $53.96.  The money is 
turned into the church office 
for use by the Trustees.  From 
“junk to jingle” for God’s 
work in the world and specifi-
cally in our church. 



Many thanks to the Trustee Committee 
and volunteers that came out to spruce 
up the grounds on Church Work Day 
this past Saturday. Many hands make 
light work and Curt was thrilled the To 
Do List was completed with time to 
spare. We give thanks to God always 
for all of you, constantly mentioning 
you in our prayers. 1 Thessalonians 1:2  

Church Work Day 
October 17 



PASTOR APPRECIATION 
DAY 
 
We gave thanks to Pastor Jeff and 
Lynde on Pastor Appreciation 
Sunday at the Worship Service on 
October 11.  You lead our congre-
gation by opening God’s Word, 
and then you live your lives re-
flecting all we’ve heard.   Thank 
you for your wise counsel, contin-
ued  words of encouragement, for 
the sacrifice and service. 

Shared by Curt Neuner 



ALBANY, N.Y. (WSYR/WETM) — On Wednesday, New York State Governor Andrew 
Cuomo announced that portions of Chemung County will be designated an “orange 
zone” with a “yellow zone buffer.” 

Additionally, a portion of Steuben County will be placed in a “yellow zone.” 

Areas in the yellow zone must follow certain protocols: 

 Non-essential gatherings are limited to 25 people or less 
 Houses of worship can still meet at 50% of their maximum occupancy and must 

follow all other NYS guidelines 
 Restaurants and taverns must limit group or party size to no more than 4 people 
 Schools that are open for in-person learning are required to undergo mandatory 

weekly testing of 20% of students and staff 
  
According to Steuben County, the following municipalities are in the yellow zone: 
City of Corning, Town of Addison, Town of Campbell, Town of Caton, Town of Er-
win, Town of Hornby, Town of Lindley, Town of Tuscarora, Village of Addison, Vil-
lage of Painted Post, Village of Riverside, Village of South Corning. 

Cuomo: Parts of Chemung, 
Steuben Counties placed under 
new restrictions due to rise in 
COVID-19 cases 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR PRAYERS 
MATTER TO GOD! 

 
Please submit your prayers requests any 
time to be lifted unto the Lord by our Dea-
con and Prayer Committees.  Your prayers 
can be submitted in the following ways.  
 
-Send a prayer request in the comments 
section during our FB Live worship ser-
vice. 
-Contact us by sending a message to the 
church website with a prayer request. 
-Drop off a prayer request to Rosie in the 
church office on send it via email or regu-
lar mail. 
-Send a prayer request in the comments 
section of the FB worship service video 
after the service. 



First Presbyterian 

Church Building 
 

Trivia #6 ANSWER 

 
Trivia #6 ANSWER 
Last month’s Trivia picture is of the Master Control Board in one of the two 100,000 
btu Trane forced hot air furnaces in the air handler room which heats the lower level 
under the Sanctuary. 
 

First Presbyterian Church Building Trivia #7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Can you guess where in the church I can be found? What is it I do? 
Email Curt at sexton@corningpresby.org with your guess. 
Check out next month’s Messenger for the answer and another bit of Church Building Trivia. 

mailto:sexton@corningpresby.org
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
 

8 David Powers 
11   Marty Coates 
       Jimma Powers 
12    * Trey Smith  
15   Ann Howland 
17   Dee Wightman 
22    * Joshua Beres 
25   * Andrew Smith 
26   * Ariel Ugoretz 
27   Gail Bardhan 
 
 
 
 
 
Members, *children under 18, and non
-member participants for whom we 
have birthday and   anniversary infor-
mation. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
24 Lloyd & Barb Young  
 
If we miss your special day, please 
let us know so we can  include the 
information on our calendar. 
 
 
 

MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

We Will Miss You... 
 

Roger H.E. Grigsby 

10/9/2020 

Dorothy J. West 

10/10/2020 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10:30a 
Communion 
Sunday 
 

2 3 

6:30p M&O 
Committee 

 
 
 

4 
11:00a ZOOM 

Bible Study 

5 
11:00a ZOOM 
Fellowship  
5:30p Worship 
Committee 

6 

Church  Office  
Closed 

 
 

7 

8 
10:30a 
Worship  
Service 
FACEBOOK  
YOUTUBE 

9 10 11 
Church  Office  
Closed 

 
 

12 
11:00a ZOOM 
Fellowship  
5:30p Trustees 

13 

Church  Office  
Closed 

 
 

14 

15 

10:30a 
Worship  
Service 
FACEBOOK  
YOUTUBE 

 
 

16 17 18 
11:00a ZOOM 

Bible Study 

19 
11:00a ZOOM 
Fellowship  
6:30p  Session 

20 

Church  Office  
Closed 

 
 

21 

22 
10:30a 
Worship  
Service 
FACEBOOK  
YOUTUBE 

23 24 25 
11:00a ZOOM 

Bible Study 

26 
HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING 
No ZOOM  
Fellowship  
Church  Office  
Closed 

27 
Church  Office  
Closed 

28 

29 
10:30a 
Worship  
Service 
FACEBOOK  
YOUTUBE 

30      

  NOVEMBER 

 2020 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Reverend Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor 

E-Mail:  pastorjeff@corningpresby.org 

Church Phone:  607-937-5419 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  

(closed 12 - 1 for lunch) 

Church E-Mail:  office@corningpresby.org 

Web Page:  www.corningpresby.org 

 Fb.me/CorningFirstPresby 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Jesus Is  
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 

I, the Lord your God, hold your right 
hand; it is I who say to you, ‘Do not 
fear, I will help you.' 
 

Isaiah 41:13  

SUNDAY WORSHIP      10:30 AM 
Our Facebook Page: 
www.fb.me/CorningFirstPresby 
The YouTube Channel:    
www.bit.ly/CorningWorship 

2020 

mailto:pastorjeff@corningpresby.org
mailto:office@corningpresby.org
http://www.corningpresby.org
http://www.fb.me/CorningFirstPresby
http://www.bit.ly/CorningWorship

