
 
 

THE MESSENGER - OCTOBER 2018 

 

Pastor’s Message for October 2018 Messenger 
 

During Lent, we introduced the church to Catch: A Churchwide Program for Invita-
tional Evangelism.  Church of the Resurrection, where Catch originated, has four expecta-
tions of all church members, new and established: 

To worship regularly: Members are expected to attend worship every weekend 
unless they are sick or out of town. 

To continue to grow in their faith by participating in a small group study. 

To serve God with their hands by volunteering in service to the congregation, 
the community, and the world. 

To give in proportion to their income. 

This month, we are looking at the fourth expectation of church members: giving in 
proportion to one’s income.  A Christian attitude toward giving is rooted in Psalm 124:1: 
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”  God wants 
us to look at our finances from the perspective of stewardship, not ownership.  Or as God 
spoke to fourteenth-century mystic Catherine of Siena, “I did not intend my creatures to 
make themselves servants and slaves to the world’s pleasures. They owe their first love 
to me. Everything else they should love and possess, as I told you, not as if they owned it 
but as something lent them.” (1) 

Since God is the creator of all things, every good gift comes from God, who pro-
vides for us as any good parent provides for their children (Jam. 1:17).  As Jesus shows us 
in his Parable of the Talents (Mat. 25:14-30), God entrusts us with money and posses-
sions in the expectation that we will use the abilities God also gave us to make the most 
of them.  Jesus says that “From everyone who has been given much, much will be de-
manded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be 
asked” (Luke 12:48).   

In the days of the Old Testament, God’s people were commanded to give a tenth of 
their crops (a “tithe”) to the Lord in gratitude for God’s constant goodness toward them. 
“Each year you shall tithe all the produce that grows in the fields you have sown...so that 

 
___________________________ 
(1)  Claiborne, Shane. Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals (p. 454). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 



Pastor’s Message Continued: 

God, may bless you in all that you undertake” (Deu. 14:22, 29).  Why should we, as 
Christians, continue to tithe?  Cortni Marrazzo gives a great answer in an essay I heartily 
recommend: 

The main principle behind tithing and giving is the fact that 
what we do with our money shows where our heart 
is.  Matthew 6:21 says "For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also."  When we are able to give 10% or more of 
our income instead of keeping that money for ourselves, it 
shows that our heart isn't tied to our money and that we love 
God more than our money.   

The Bible mentions money over 800 times and of all of Jesus' 
parables, more than half of them talked about money. Why? 
Because that is where so many people get tripped up! When 
we are able to release at least 10% of our income back to God, 
our money doesn't have as tight of a hold on us because we re-
alize that God is in control of our finances. We remember that 
everything we have has been given to us by Him. Even though 
most of us probably work for the money we make each month, 
even God has his hand there - He has given us the ability to do 
our jobs. Many who grasp what God has truly given them seem 
to agree that 10% doesn't even feel like enough!  (2) 

Not all of us are currently in a financial position where we can immediately start 
tithing.  Some of us have dug a pretty deep financial hole for ourselves.  However, as the 
saying goes, the first step to getting out of a hole is to stop digging.  We can all start 
working toward tithing by setting a percentage of our income to give to support God’s 
work and beginning to reform our personal finances so that tithing can become a part of 
the practice of our faith.  As we all approach the end of this year and the beginning of a 
new one, may we each examine our consciences and align our checkbooks with our faith 
in Jesus Christ and our gratitude for God’s provision. 

 

Your brother in Christ Jesus, 
Pastor Jeff 

____________________________________ 
(2)  www.crosswalk.com/family/finances/is-tithing-for-the-new-testament-believer-11579309.html.  

http://bible1.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?bibleSearchType=bible&language=en&section=0&word=Matthew+6%3A21&version=niv&submit.x=0&submit.y=0
http://www.crosswalk.com/family/finances/is-tithing-for-the-new-testament-believer-11579309.html


 

DAILY MORNING PRAYER IN THE CHAPEL 
 

Each Monday - Thursday morning at 7:30 a.m., 
a brief community prayer service will be held 
in our church chapel.  Please enter through 
the side chapel entrance on First Street.   
 
 

Items of Interest at 
First  

 

Property/Maintenance Fund and  
Valentine Brother Pratt Fund 

 

 Both the Property/Maintenance Fund and 
the Valentine Brother Pratt Fund have the same 
purpose - to underwrite the costs of property 
care, maintenance, and enhancement of First 
Presbyterian Church.  The income from the funds 
are used for the maintenance and upkeep of all 
church property, including the manse, for reason-
able or proper modernization or refinements to 
existing facilities, and for equipment considered 
essential for property maintenance and upkeep. 

The Property/Maintenance Fund was cre-
ated with legacies from Edward Rinehart Smith, 
Jessie E. Corbin, Edwin P. James, Harold W. Smith 
and Mary Heermans.  The Valentine Brother Pratt 
Fund was created from an annuity and bequests 
from the estate of Valentine Brother Pratt. 
 Monies from these funds have been trans-
ferred to the operating account in recent years to 
offset the cost of maintenance on the buildings 
and contracts on the organ, elevator, office equip-
ment and inspections. 
 Some of the projects this year are replac-

ing part of the manse roof, installing a security/

keypad system, repairing the alley steps and re-

placing the threshold for the chapel door. 

Sunday Morning  
Adult Bible Study 

 

“Genesis From Scratch” will 
be the topic of our Sunday 
Morning Adult Bible Study which begins at 
9:00 a.m.  Bring your questions and your in-
sights and get ready to discuss how the Bible 
says it all began. 

Treasurer’s Report - September 

 

Income  $  97,743.38 

Expense  $184,036.29 

Deficit                  -$  86,292.91 

October Sermon Series - 
“Preaching with Poe”  
Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 

Beginning October 7, Pastor Jeff will be  
"Preaching with Poe: Stories of Horror and Faith".  
Each Sunday, he will use a different Edgar Allan 
Poe story to examine some of our struggles and 
how God’s love for us in Jesus Christ can help us 
overcome them. 

Oct. 7:  The Horror of Shame  
(The Fall of the House of Usher) 

Oct: 14: The Horror of Selfishness  
(The Masque of the Red Death) 

Oct. 21: The Horror of Guilt  
(The Tell-Tale Heart) 

Oct. 28: The Horror of Grief  

(The Raven) 

 

 



LADIES NIGHT OUT 

The semi-annual ladies night out is Thursday, 

October 4 at 6:30 p.m.   Please call the church 

office or a member of Parish Life for reserva-

tions by October 2 or if you need a ride.  This is 

a fun evening of food and fellowship for ladies 

of any age at Bob Evans in Painted Post.   

Wednesday Evening 
Discussion Group 

 

Please join us each 
Wednesday evening at 
6:30 as we meet to dis-
cuss and study the book 
“Joshua, A Parable for 
Today” written by Joseph F. 
Girzone.  Books are avail-
able in the office at a cost of $9.00 each.   

Prior to the discussion, we will have a Communi-
ty Dinner where you can bring a dish to pass if 
you are able, or just attend, eat, and enjoy the 
fellowship.      

OCTOBER 2018 MESSENGER   

EVENTS AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

FELLOWSHIP TIME ASSIGNMENTS  
 

October 7 P.L. & F.   (Rose) 

October 14      M.G. & E. 

October 21      P.L. & F.    (Mary) 

October 28      Diana N. & Barb S. 

 
 

FALL CHURCH WORKDAY -  
OCTOBER 20  

STARTING AT 9:00 AM 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! 

 PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS 

OFFERING OCTOBER 7 

 

 
 
 

How is my gift used?  When you give to this 
offering, you help support those working to 
share the dream of peace and reconciliation 
around the world as proclaimed by the Prince 
of Peace, Jesus Christ.  Your gift to the Peace 
and Global Witness Offering will help continue 
the persistent pursuit of peace.  Some exam-
ples of how funds have been used:  
 
► Help fund educational assistance for veterans; 
► Donate to programs working toward the elimi-
nation of all forms of human trafficking; 
►Begin a Senior Companion Program that pairs 
senior citizens to help with light chores, errands, 
and transportation to the doctor;  
► Support the work of a mission co-worker.  
 



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 

  1 Leah Palmesano  
  6 Lynda Oakden 
   Lisa Morrisey 
  8         Scott Conklin 
11  Jake Hayes 
17 Denise Reppert 
 Teresa Danforth 
20  Don Creath 
 Kimberly Holmes 
21  Mark Landin 
 *Owen Fisher 
22  Scott Sheldon 
27 *Elyssa DeRosa  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
 

  2   Phil & Laura Palmesano 
  4      George & Susan McLaren 

9 Gary & Anna Jean Yoggy 
17 John & Andrea Fisher 
22  Mike & Shari Koval 
27 Eric & Monica Meek 

Even to your old age and gray I am he.  I am he who 
will sustain you.  I have made you and I will carry you: 
I will sustain you and I will rescue you.    Isaiah 45:4 

SPECIAL HONOR - FRANK HAMM 

It’s a pleasure to note that our own Frank Hamm has been elected 
to be awarded the (33rd) Degree of Sovereign Grand Inspector Gen-
eral, Honorary Member of Supreme Council (of the Masons).  The 
33rd Degree is awarded to those members of the 32nd Degree who 
have been outstanding in their contributions to Freemasonry, the 
Scottish Rite, or who have shown in their communities the leader-
ship which marks them as men who exemplify in their daily lives the 
true meaning of the Brotherhood of man under the Fatherhood of God.  

The three core principles of freemasonry are brotherhood, truth - 
meaning high moral standards - and relief, or charity. 

This is a very prestigious award and Frank plans to travel to Milwau-

kee, Wisconsin in August of 2019 to receive this Degree.  Congratula-

tions Frank!   

 

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in 
step with the Spirit.   Galatians 5:25  (NIV) 



First Presbyterian Church  
Family Fun Carnival  September 16, 2018 

Graham & Kay 

Derwin & Skip 

Frank

Bonita 

Kaitlyn, Captain Rivera, & Lynde 

Pastor Jeff, Ken, & Marty  

Cake Walk 

Jackson S.  

Tori 

Jessica 



                                   

 THE MESSENGER 
First Presbyterian Church  

1 East First Street 

Corning, New York 14830 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1 EAST FIRST STREET 

CORNING, NEW YORK 14830 

Reverend Jeffrey Ugoretz 
 

Church Phone: 607-937-5419 
Church Fax: 607-937-9731 

 
Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - Noon 
 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

 
E-Mail:  office@corningpresby.org 
Web page:  www.corningpresby.org 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Sunday School:      9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time:  11:30 a.m. 

 

 
 
 
 

God has not left himself without a witness 
in doing good - giving you rains from  

heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling 
you with food and your hearts with joy.   

Acts 14:17  
 
 
 
 

The Messenger is published monthly. 
The deadline for the November Mes-
senger articles is October 15th.  Arti-
cles may be emailed to the church or 
left in the church office.  

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 

OCTOBER  
2018 


