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One of my favorite musicals of all time is Fiddler on the Roof, based on short stories by au-

thor Sholem Aleichem.  Maybe it’s because my paternal ancestors were themselves Jews from the 
same general area of the world as the mythical town of Anatevka who, like Tevye’s family, left sys-
tematic, religious oppression and embraced the promise of America.  Or maybe it’s just because it’s 
a great story.  Many of the tensions in the play continue to speak to me: the importance of tradition 
versus the need for flexibility in a changing world; unconditional love versus personal integrity before 
God; the yearning for freedom versus the desire to remain rooted in a particular place which informs 
our identity.  But I think what appeals to me most is the joy that lives within Tevye’s heart even when 
he has very little to be happy about.  In the song, “To Life!”, Tevye and Lazar sing: 

“God would like us to be joyful  
Even though our hearts lie panting on the floor;  
How much more can we be joyful,  
When there's really something  
To be joyful for” 

In the play, their happiness over the impending marriage of Tevye’s oldest daughter to Lazar 
does not last.  Yet there is still joy in Tevye’s heart, even when he and everyone he knows is ex-
pelled from their beloved village of Anatevka.  I think this points to an important distinction between 
happiness and joy.  Happiness is a good feeling, but it is transitory.  It ebbs and flows depending on 
our circumstances.  The Greek historian Herodotus even went so far as to write: “Call no man happy 
until he dies.”  We all know and secretly fear that our circumstances can change in the blink of an 
eye; in one fateful moment all can be won or lost.  Even so, God’s desire for us is that we be joyful 
no matter what. 

Why?  God would like us to be joyful even in bad times because God wants us to find our ulti-
mate joy in Him.  Then, no matter what happens in our lives, we can still have joy in our hearts be-
cause our joy is in God and not in our worldly circumstances.  Psalm 32:11 says “Be glad in the Lord 
and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.”  Our joy is hidden in the Lord 
and for that reason, no power on earth can take it away if we don’t let it.  God is the source of our 
joy; it is like the gentle rain on a farmer’s field which works its way into the ground to  eventually be-
come a geyser shooting up into the heavens.  In Jesus Christ, we know that God loves us with an 
unquenchable love that has conquered death itself.  We know with rock-solid certainty that we are 
loved and that what awaits beyond our present troubles is eternal life with Jesus and all of God’s be-
loved people.  We are a people of joy and hopeful expectation.  Because our joy is safe and the 
source of our joy is unending, we can share it freely in word and in deed with everyone around us.  
Seek your joy in the Lord and when you have found it, share it.  This is what the Christian life is all 
about. 

“Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice” (Ps. 105:3). 

 
Grace and peace to you all, 
Pastor Jeff 
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MAJOR GIFTS & ENDOWMENTS 

 

THE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL FUND 
 

The purpose of this fund is to support the Faith 
Formation Committee in its efforts to organize 
and offer Vacation Bible School at First Presby-
terian Church.  The fund was established April 
18, 2007 with monies from an annuity of Richard 
Wheat who throughout his years as a member of 
the church, always loved the children and sup-
ported their activities.  Our church is planning 
Vacation Bible School for August 7-11, 9:00 AM – 
12:00 PM.  A major portion of the funding for this 
program will come from the Vacation Bible 
School Fund which is one of our church’s endow-
ment funds.   

The title of the VBS program this year is “Hero 
Central”.  Kaitlyn Ugoretz is serving as our pro-
gram director.  There are numerous tasks, both 
large and small, all fun, which will need to be 
done.  This is a great opportunity for the youth of 
our church to be involved and have some fun.  If 
you are willing to help out in any way, call the 
church office at 937-5419.  This is an excellent 
example of one of our endowments helping to 
provide program activities for the youth of our 
church and the community. 

 

Please keep the family of Roger Whitney 
in your thoughts and prayers.  Roger 
passed away on Sunday, June 18, 2017 
at home with his family.    

 
SUMMER  

CHURCH OFFICE  

HOURS  

June 12 - September 1  

 
Monday - Thursday:    8:15 a.m.  -  Noon 

       12:30 - 3:00 p.m. 

    The office will be closed on Fridays.  
  

     The office will be open the entire week of 
     Vacation Bible School August 7 - 11.   

WEEKDAY PRESCHOOL 

The Weekday Preschool is now accepting applica-
tions for the four year old class for the 2017-2018 
school year. Our three year old class is full!  Please 
call the church office at 937-5419 for more infor-
mation or for a brochure and application. 

   

 Calling All Heroes!  
 
Hero Central needs 
your help to make 
this year’s Vacation 
Bible School a super 
success! We need 
volunteers to help 
lead our heroes-in-

training in learning about the power of God 
through games, music, and science experi-
ments! VBS runs from 9am to 12pm, August 
7th-11th. Also be on the lookout for an-
nouncements about supplies we’ll need to 
save the world! Learn more about this im-
portant mission at our next meeting, tenta-
tively set for July 10th at 6:30 p.m. in the Li-
brary.  

Summer and vacation time are here!  Even though 
the activities at the church slow down during the 
summer, we still have bills that need to be paid.    You 
can mail your check to the church office if you are 
unable to attend Sunday ser-
vices.  Have a great summer 
and we hope to see you often! 

SPECIAL NOTICE :   HOLY COMMUNION 
FOR JULY will be celebrated on July 9th. 



             

Kate Danforth Community  
Garden Dedicated 

On June 10, the Kate Danforth Community Garden was dedicated 
in honor of longtime member of First Presbyterian Church, Kate 
Danforth.  Approximately, 60 people comprising family, friends, 
church family and Rotarians attended the dedication.  Ernie was 
presented with commemorative declarations from the Town of 
Corning’s Town Council and Assemblyman Phil Palmesano.  Pas-

tor Jeff gave a prayer of dedication.   

Located at the Town of Corning’s Town Hall, the garden provides residents of the greater Corning 
area a place to grow their own produce and give back to the community.  10% of the produce grown 
is given to local anti-hunger programs.  The garden is the outcome of the efforts of several local 
community groups and individuals.  The Rotary Club of Corning contributed seed money for the pro-
ject.  The Town of Corning is providing the land, water and other services.  The C-PPHS Technolo-
gy students built the raised beds and the Corning Community Food Pantry contributed support and 
outreach.   

Kate was an avid gardener, who also spent many hours of volunteer work at the Corning Communi-
ty Food Pantry.   She was a resident of the Town of Corning and an educator.  Her commitment to 
God and supporting those less fortunate locally and far beyond is well known.  She is truly deserv-
ing of having the garden dedicated to her memory.   

 

  The Disciples Window Section 3 

Last month we explained Section 2 in the window which was The Bible and Ax, symbolic of Matthi-

as. This month we will look at Section 3, going clockwise, of the Disciples Window.   Section 3 is 

The Cross Shaped like an X.  This is symbolic of Andrew who was the brother of Peter.  Andrew 

preached in Russia and Greece, and according to legend, died in Greece on this Saltire cross, 

counting himself unworthy of dying on the same kind of cross as his Master.   

 

 “These Days” Daily Devotionals 

Remember to pick up the third quarter issue of “These Days” a Daily Devotional for Living by 

Faith, available in the back of the sanctuary and outside the church office.  This publication has 

ninety daily devotionals with a short scripture and an action step for each day which will assist 

you in applying what you have read to your daily life.  Add these daily appetizers to enrich your 

spiritual life.   The articles are written by clergy and lay leaders in interesting and easy to read 

format.  There are several large print editions available as well.   These are purchased by the 

Deacons and are free of charge to you.   

2 Chronicles 7:14 - If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.  

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/2-Chronicles-7-14/


 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 

 
  1  * Jacob DeRosa 
   Cheri Crozier 
  5 Deborah Marino 

7 * Brittney Millhollen 
  8 Evelyn Wood  
 Danielle Beres 
10 * Owen Sharman 
13 Wayne Templer 
14 Gary Yoggy 
 Kay Rogus 
15  Marilyn Hagy 
  Brendan Holmes 
16   Pastor Jeff 
17  Ray Hampson 
20 Sally McLean 
25  Matthew Smith 
27 Albert Johnson, III 
30  Becky Speciale 
 * Anya Beres  

   
Members, *children under 18, and non-member 
participants for whom we have birthday and   an-
niversary information. 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 

 
15 Jim & Carolyn Woughter 
19  David & Jimma Powers 
23      John & Kathy Keech 
          Eli and Kailee Van Brunt 
31  Robert & Liselotte Lull  
 Brendan & Kimberly Holmes 

JULY 2017 BIRTHDAYS  
AND  

ANNIVERSARIES 

7 THINGS THAT WILL HELP YOU GROW  
SPIRITUALLY 

1 - LIVE and WORK to reach others each day as if you 
knew the world were going to come to an end next Sunday 
night. Think of that feeling of urgency and priority! (Read 2 Pe-
ter 3:1-12). 

2 - BE AS ENTHUSIASTIC about the church and its ser-
vices as you would be if there were an overflowing crowd each 
time. Think of the interest, anticipation, and excitement of an 
overflow crowd! 

3 - COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS. Make a list of the things you 
are thankful to God for and thank Him for them one by one as 
you pray in your closet. This will help you to be grateful 
(Philippians 4:6). It will also help you to realize your depend-
ence on God (Acts 17:24-25,28; John 15:5). 

4 - MAKE & MAINTAIN A LIST OF YOUR FAULTS. And pray 
for forgiveness and help to overcome them as you truly strive to 
overcome them. This will help us see that we are really not as 
good as we think we are and how very much we really do need 
Christ for Savior. It will also help you to sympathize with the 
faults of others (James 5:16; Galatians 6:1). 

5 - KEEP A QUIET TIME. Set aside 30 minutes every day to 
spend with God in prayer, Bible study, and meditation. If you 
really love someone or a game you want to spend some time 
with them. Just so, if you truly love God you want to spend 
some time alone with Him. (Psalms 1:2; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; 
Luke 18:1). First century Christians kept an “hour of pray-
er” (Acts 13:1). 

6 - VISIT SOMEONE FOR CHRIST EACH WEEK. Visit some 
member you do not know very well; or a sick person; or a visitor 
to our services; or a weak member who needs encouragement; 
or someone who needs to become a Christian. 

7 - REACH ANOTHER PERSON (RAP). Conduct a Bible 
class in your home once a month and invite your relatives, 
friends and neighbors to attend. The preacher or elders will as-
sist you if you want them to. Matt. 5:12-15; James 5:20; Daniel 
12:3. There are 168 hours in a week. If you were to attend Bible 
Study, morning worship, and evening worship on Sundays and 
Bible study on Wednesday, and 30 minutes 6 days a week in 
Bible reading, prayer, and meditation, and conduct an hour long 
study once a month, you would be giving God less than 10 
hours a week, leaving you 158. 

by the late Grover Stevens 
http://www.vscoc.org/Bulletinfdr/bulletin_fodder.htm 
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Rev. Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor 
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Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time:  11:30 a.m. 
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The Messenger is published monthly. 

 
DEADLINE for August Messenger       
articles is July 15th.  Ar ticles may   either 
be emailed to the church or left in the 
church office. Any information received   
after the 15th will appear in the September 
issue. 

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 

All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Him.  Colossians 2:3 
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