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PASTOR'S MESSAGE (from the 2017 annual report)
As we begin our third year together, I am pleased to look back over the past year and all we have accomplished together. From the return of Vacation Bible School, to the start of our monthly Canvas creative
worship gatherings, to our Neighborhood Carnival and Christmas Dinner and many other ways we serve
Christ and His people, we have done much and will continue to do much for the sake of Jesus Christ and
those He loves. As Jesus said, “From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and
from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded” (Luke 12:48 NRSV). And we
have been given and entrusted with so very much. There is so much more we can do together through He
who strengthens us (Phi. 4:13). All it takes is the will and the commitment of each of us to work together as
the church to realize God’s good will for everyone.
To that end, I am excited to announce that our church will be implementing a program this year entitled Catch: A Churchwide Program for Invitational Evangelism. I think we have all woken up to the not-sonew reality that the days when churches just opened their doors and people flocked in are long over.
Churches must be much wiser and more intentional about how they reach people and welcome them into
community if they are to grow. Jesus said this of his mission, “For the Son of Man came to seek out and to
save the lost” (Luke 19:10). The same mission Jesus gave his disciples after his resurrection is the mission
He requires us to fulfill today; He has commanded us:
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age
(Mat. 28:18-20).
There is no question that obedience to Jesus requires that His followers do the work to make new disciples. It is also true that many of us are uncomfortable with the idea of “evangelism.” Often, it conjures up
pictures of an “in-your-face” approach to sharing the gospel that we do not appreciate when we are its target
and do not wish to inflict on others either. That’s not what Catch is. Catch is a multi-faceted approach to
helping our church become more outward-directed and welcoming toward non-Christians and nominal Christians in our local community. These are the people who need us most and they are plentiful. They are the
ones of whom Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field” (Mat. 9:37-38). We are the workers the Lord is sending
and we can all learn how to do the Lord’s work better together.
We’ll all have the opportunity to get a better feel for what Catch is about during Lent this year, when
my Sunday sermons will introduce the biblical themes behind the program. We will explore Catch in more detail during video presentations after our Wednesday Lenten Suppers (beginning February 21, at 6 pm—mark
your calendars!). There is an old tradition of fasting during Lent. Instead of giving something up that is
meaningless to anyone but ourselves, I hope we will all make a commitment to God to be a part of these
gatherings. If you really want to cut wood, and not just play at it, you need to stop every so often and sharpen your axe. The churches that survive into the future will be those whose members did not assume that
they knew it all or that disciple-making was someone else’s problem, but took the time to sharpen one another’s ability to invite people into Christian community. I trust that we will take this sacred calling seriously
and learn together how we can do it better for the sake of Jesus Christ.
I feel blessed every day to be your pastor. You are very dear to my heart. I thank God for all of you
and look forward to continuing to work with you this year to the glory of God and the building up of God’s beloved community.
Grace and peace to you all,
Pastor Jeff
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CORNERS AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

MISSION AND OUTREACH
HANDS OF HOPE BASKET WEAVING
Are you looking for a fun way to spend an enjoyable time with friends and family and support a
great cause? Are you tired of the cold and snow and being stuck inside?
Join us in the Fellowship Hall on February 10th from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm for a fun, mid-winter event
to raise money for the Potter’s Hands Foundation and weave your own Hope Basket to take home
or give as a gift. All materials and lunch are included in the price per person and this event is
open to women, men, and teens. Invite your family and friends! No prior experience is necessary.
Tickets are required at a cost of $40.00 and can be purchased from the church office or on-line as
noted below. Advance reservations are requested so we can purchase enough materials.
If you wish to purchase your tickets on-line using a credit card:
►
►
►

https://www.thepottershandsfoundation.org
Our event shows on the slide show on the front page of the website.
Click on “Register Now” and follow the directions.

CANVAS: AN INTERACTIVE WORSHIP GATHERING
Our next interactive Worship Gathering will take place on February 10th at 4:00 p.m.
You will have a chance to use your hands, heart, and mind as you are provided the opportunity for
creative expression. You can participate in worship activities such
as silent meditation or drawing, sculpting and writing. Express your
creativity as a child of God!
We will also sing to God, led by a dynamic Christian band playing
meaningful worship music, both old and new.
This is a family style atmosphere and all ages are welcome to join us
as we Worship.

♥♥ Giving Statements for 2017 have been printed and have been mailed to those who were
unable to pick them up.
♥♥ Offering Envelopes for 2018 are also available in the Narthex of the Church. You will notice they
are generic this year. If your giving is in cash, please be sure to write your name on the outside of the envelope where noted so we can credit you appropriately as they are no longer individually numbered.

♥♥ Memorial Donations in 2017 were generous and were given in memory of Katrine
Danforth, Doris Shanahan, Carlton Fawcett, Ann Powers, and Dr. Milton Lapp. We are very thankful for the donations from their friends and family that will be used in various ways to keep our
church alive, vibrant, and visible in the community.

WEDNESDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP
Our Wednesday night Christian Spirituality Group is open to everyone! For the
next few weeks, we will be reading and discussing the book “Amazing Grace, A
Vocabulary of Faith” written by Kathleen Norris. Please join us as we reflect on
the language of Christianity and what this means to each of us. Kathleen has
written this book using stories of her own personal experiences and a moving
account of her own gradual conversion. This is an interesting and very easy to
read book that is worth reviewing even if you are unable to attend the Wednesday evening study group.

ASH WEDNESDAY

Our Ash Wednesday services will be held on February 14 at 7:00 p.m. Please plan
on attending this service which prepares us for the death of Jesus followed by his
resurrection. This is a very moving service of reflection and repentance.

UPDATING CHURCH RECORDS
Be sure to notify the church office if you have changes in your mailing
address, telephone number, or e-mail address. Doing so will help us
save on postage and to be able to easily contact you when necessary.
If your home phone no longer exists and we have that number on record, please let us know that as well. Thank you!

Afraid of the Dark
A little boy was afraid of the dark. One night his mother told him to go
out to the back porch and bring her the broom.
The little boy turned to his mother and said, "Mama, I don't want to go
out there. It's dark."
The mother smiled reassuringly at her son. "You don't have to be
afraid of the dark," she explained. "Jesus is out there. He'll look after
you and protect you."
The little boy looked at his mother real hard and asked, "Are you sure
he's out there?"
"Yes, I'm sure. He is everywhere, and he is always ready to help you
when you need him," she said.
The little boy thought about that for a minute and then went to the back
door and cracked it a little. Peering out into the darkness, he called,
"Jesus? If you're out there, would you please hand me the
broom?"
Author Unknown (http://storesonline.com/site/988791/page/45029)

I would like to thank Peggy Schuckers for going above and beyond her
regular ‘Clerk of the Session’ duties.
Over the past few months, Peggy
compiled an alphabetized and computerized list of all of the past officers
of the church for our records (i.e.
Deacons, Trustees, and Elders on
Session). This is extremely helpful for
many reasons and has already proven to be a timesaver. A heartfelt
Thank You to Peggy!
MESSENGER CONTEST
Would you like to win a gift card for a beverage from a local business? Cheri Crozier won
one in January of 2018! Look for the ♪ symbol
in this newsletter and call the office (by February 10) to let us know you found it. Names are
drawn each month and you will be notified if
you win. Good luck!

Fellowship Breakfast
Did you know that the first Saturday of each month members of our church family
meet at Denny’s Restaurant in Painted Post (8:30 a.m.) for a time of conversation
and fellowship? This is open to anyone who wishes to attend. No reservations are
required. You will order from the menu at your cost.
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February 2018 Birthdays and
Anniversaries
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
2
3
5
6
7
9
10
13
14
15
17
23
26

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO

Becky DeRosa
Mona Behrens
Matt Haas
Beth Landin
Roger Grigsby
Janice Haynes
*Matthew Wilcox
Scott Beres
Graham Wightman
Eric Millhollen
*Sam Palmesano
Andrea Fisher
Dave McLaughlin
Rachel Speciale

2
7
16
19
29

Pro & Gail Bardhan
BJ & Jamie Smith
Pete & Joan Woodhouse
Chris & Cheryl Wightman
Graham & Dee Wightman

If we miss your special day, please let us know so we can
include the information on our calendar.
One generation commends your works to another;
they tell of your mighty acts.
They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty—
and I will meditate on your wonderful works. Psalm 145:4-5

THE DISCIPLES WINDOW

Members, *children under 18, and non-member
participants for whom we have birthday and
anniversary information.

This month we focus on Section # 8 of the window which
is The Cross and Two Loaves of Bread.
This is symbolic of Philip and
means “lover of horses” in Greek.
Loaves of bread are used because
of his remark in John 6:7 at the
feeding of the multitude. “Two hundred denari would not buy enough
bread for every one of them to have
a little”.

ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 2017 ARE AVAILABLE
Be sure to pick up your copy of the 2017 annual report. Committee chairs have worked hard to present full reports of their
activities over the past year and it provides very interesting
reading as well as a great review of how much our wonderful
volunteers do. Thanks to everyone who wrote these reports
and presented them on time. You are very much appreciated!

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 4, 2018
More than 28 years ago, the Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple prayer from a single youth group: “Lord,
even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat”.
Since that day, more than $135 million has been raised for local charities across the country through Souper Bowl
of Caring. It has become a powerful movement that is transforming the time around the Big Game into the nation’s
largest celebration of giving and serving.
Through this mission, young people learn what it’s like to make a positive difference in the world as they collect
food, raise money, and volunteer to work in charities that provide shelter to the homeless, food to the hungry, and
compassion to those in need.
Be part of this movement that is sharing God’s love with those in need. Please give generously on Super Bowl
Sunday. Every dollar donated goes to the Corning Community Food Pantry, our 2018 Souper Bowl of Caring
charity of choice. Thank you! ♪ More information on this event can be found at souperbowl.org.

OFFICE CLOSED FEBRUARY 19th
The church office
will be closed on
Monday, February
19th, for President’s
Day. Please keep
our nation’s leaders
in your prayers today and everyday.
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2017 CHRISTMAS DINNER
The 2017 Christmas Dinner was once again a wonderful success according to the people who attended.
We had about 115 community folks who enjoyed some delicious food and fellowship. About 65 of those
who attended were able to enjoy singing Christmas Carols and hear a short welcoming message from the
Pastor prior to the meal. Thank you to all those (75) Volunteers who worked so hard on Christmas Day as
well as donating food or funding or providing transportation or delivery (30 meals) to make this possible.
We also would like to thank Northside Floral for again donating the lovely centerpieces.
As Pastor Jeff said, “This is an opportunity for all of us to really participate in the true meaning of Christmas,
which is to give of ourselves so that others can enjoy the good things of life”.
A great big THANKS goes out to Barb Sammis who worked very hard organizing everything!
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THE MESSENGER
First Presbyterian Church
1 East First Street
Corning, New York 14830
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

VERSE OF THE YEAR
God has not left himself without a witness in
doing good - giving you rains from heaven
and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food
and your hearts with joy. Acts: 14:17

Jesus Is
Our
Focus
In All
We Do

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1 EAST FIRST STREET
CORNING, NEW YORK 14830
Church Phone: 607-937-5419
Church Fax: 607-937-9731
Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - noon
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Closed on February 19 for President’s Day
Church Email: office@corningpresby.org
Visit us on the web:
www.corningpresby.org
Sunday School:
9:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m.

2018
The Messenger is published monthly.
DEADLINE for the March Messenger
articles February 15th. Ar ticles may either be emailed to the church or left in the
church office. Any information received
after the 15th will appear in the following
issue.

