
As we enter the final months of baseball season, and approach the launch of our Faith Formation programs in 
September, I’d like to share with you something written by one of the greatest men ever to play the game, George Her-
man “Babe” Ruth.  He wrote it with the help of some friends as his health was declining and it was published in Guide-
posts on the day he died, August 16, 1948.  He speaks with deep emotion about the need to do whatever we can to im-
part our faith in Jesus Christ to our children and the children of our community.  Faith in Jesus changed his life.  It can 
change the lives of ourselves and our children still.  I hope you will keep this in mind as we ask you to support our Sun-
day School program and other programs to share the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Bad boy Ruth—that was me. 
Don't get the idea that I'm proud of my harum-scarum youth. I'm not. I simply had a rotten start in life, and it took 

me a long time to get my bearings. 
Looking back to my youth, I honestly don't think I knew the difference between right and wrong. I spent much of 

my early boyhood living over my father's saloon, in Baltimore—and when I wasn't living over it, I was in it, soaking up the 
atmosphere. I hardly knew my parents. 

St. Mary's Industrial School in Baltimore, where I was finally taken, has been called an orphanage and a reform 
school. It was, in fact, a training school for orphans, incorrigibles, delinquents and runaways picked up on the streets of 
the city. I was listed as an incorrigible. I guess I was. Perhaps I would always have been but for Brother Matthias, the 
greatest man I have ever known, and for the religious training I received there which has since been so important to me. 

I doubt if any appeal could have straightened me out except a Power over and above man—the appeal of God. 
Iron-rod discipline couldn't have done it. Nor all the punishment and reward systems that could have been devised. God 
had an eye out for me, just as He has for you, and He was pulling for me to make the grade. 

As I look back now, I realize that knowledge of God was a big crossroads with me. I got one thing straight (and I 
wish all kids did)—that God was Boss. He was not only my Boss but Boss of all my bosses. Up till then, like all bad kids, 
I hated most of the people who had control over me and could punish me. I began to see that I had a higher Person to 
reckon with who never changed, whereas my earthly authorities changed from year to year. Those who bossed me had 
the same self-battles—they, like me, had to account to God. I also realized that God was not only just, but merciful. He 
knew we were weak and that we all found it easier to be stinkers than good sons of God, not only as kids but all through 
our lives. 

That clear picture, I'm sure, would be important to any kid who hates a teacher, or resents a person in charge. 
This picture of my relationship to man and God was what helped relieve me of bitterness and rancor and a desire to get 
even. 

I've seen a great number of "he-men" in my baseball career, but never one equal to Brother Matthias. He stood 
six feet six and weighed 250 pounds. It was all muscle. He could have been successful at anything he wanted to in life—
and he chose the church. 

It was he who introduced me to baseball. Very early he noticed that I had some natural talent for throwing and 
catching. He used to back me in a corner of the big yard at St. Mary's and bunt a ball to me by the hour, correcting the 
mistakes I made with my hands and feet. I never forget the first time I saw him hit a ball. The baseball in 1902 was a 
lump of mush, but Brother Matthias would stand at the end of the yard, throw the ball up with his left hand, and give it a 
terrific belt with the bat he held in his right hand. The ball would carry 350 feet, a tremendous knock in those days. I 
would watch him bug-eyed. 

Thanks to Brother Matthias I was able to leave St. Mary's in 1914 and begin my professional career with the 
famous Baltimore Orioles. Out on my own... free from the rigid rules of a religious school . . . boy, did it go to my head. I  
began really to cut capers. 

I strayed from the church, but don't think I forgot my religious training. I just overlooked it. I prayed often and 
hard, but like many irrepressible young fellows, the swift tempo of living shoved religion into the background. 

So what good was all the hard work and ceaseless interest of the Brothers, people would argue? You can't 
make kids religious, they say, because it just won't take. Send kids to Sunday School and they too often end up hating it 
and the church. 

Don't you believe it. As far as I'm concerned, and I think as far as most kids go, once religion sinks in, it stays 
there—deep down. The lads who get religious training, get it where it counts—in the roots. They may fail it, but it never 
fails them. When the score is against them, or they get a bum pitch, that unfailing something inside will be there to draw 
on. I've seen it with kids. I know from the letters they write me. The more I think of it, the more important I feel it is to give 
kids "the works" as far as religion is concerned. They'll never want to be holy—they'll act like tough monkeys in contrast, 
but somewhere inside will be a solid little chapel. It may get dusty from neglect, but the time will come when the door will 
be opened with much relief. But the kids can't take it, if we don't give it to them.                              Continued next page 
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  (continued) 
 
I’ve been criticized as often as I've been praised for my activities with kids on the grounds that what I did was 
for publicity. Well, criticism doesn't matter. I never forgot where I came from. Every dirty-faced kid I see is an-
other useful citizen. No one knew better than I what it meant not to have your own home, a backyard, your own 

kitchen and icebox. That's why all through the years, even when the big money was rolling in, I'd never forget St. Mary's, Brother 
Matthias and the boys I left behind. I kept going back. 

As I look back those moments when I let the kids down—they were my worst. I guess I was so anxious to enjoy life to 
the fullest that I forgot the rules or ignored them. Once in a while you can get away with it, but not for long. When I broke training, 
the effects were felt by myself and by the ball team—and even by the fans.                                                                

While I drifted away from the church, I did have my own "altar," a big window of my New York apartment overlooking the 
city lights. Often I would kneel before that window and say my prayers. I would feel quite humble then. I'd ask God to help me 
not make such a big fool of myself and pray that I'd measure up to what He expected of me. 

In December, 1946 I was in French Hospital, New York, facing a serious operation. Paul Carey, one of my oldest and 
closest friends, was by my bed one night. 

"They're going to operate in the morning, Babe," Paul said. "Don't you think you ought to put your house in order?" 
I didn't dodge the long, challenging look in his eyes. I knew what he meant. For the first time I realized that death might 

strike me out. I nodded, and Paul got up, called in a Chaplain, and I made a full confession. 
"I'll return in the morning and give you Holy Communion," the chaplain said," But you don't have to fast." 
"I'll fast," I said. I didn't have even a drop of water. 
As I lay in bed that evening I thought to myself what a comforting feeling to be free from fear and worries. I now could 

simply turn them over to God. Later on, my wife brought in a letter from a little kid in Jersey City. "Dear Babe", he wrote, 
"Everybody in the seventh grade class is pulling and praying for you. I am enclosing a medal, which if you wear will make you 
better. Your pal—Mike Quinlan.  P.S. I know this will be your 61st homer. You'll hit it. I asked them to pin the Miraculous Medal 
to my pajama coat. I've worn the medal constantly ever since. I'll wear it to my grave. 

 
It is with a heavy heart that I must tell you all that Kate Danforth died and went to be with the Lord on Sunday 
evening, August 7, 2016.  She went peacefully in her sleep in the presence of her family.  Kate’s death is a 
loss to everyone who was blessed to have her in their lives.  I deeply appreciated her friendship and good 
counsel these past months and I will miss her, as will we all.  Thankfully we know she has gone to be with our 
Lord, where there is no sickness, only joy and peace everlasting, and that we will see her again.    
 

PERSONAL INFORMATION UPDATES 
 
If your address, phone number (cell, home or work), or e-mail 
address has changed, please be sure to notify the church of-
fice.  Keeping your personal information up to date saves on 
postage and assists us when trying to locate you.  Also, if you 
live elsewhere during the winter (or sum-
mer) months, please be sure to let the 
office know when you are leaving and 
when you are returning as well as your 
address at that location.  Thank you!   

Do you have a news item you would like to send  to our church family?   
Please send it to the Church Office and as room allows, we will include 
it in our newsletter.   

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me 
beside quiet waters. 
He restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness  for his name’s sake.  
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me;  
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.  you anoint my head with oil; my cup over-
flows.  
Surely goodness and love will follow me  all the days of my life,  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for-
ever.”    Psalm 24    (Psalm of David)   NIV 

Flowers in the Church:   We have several Sundays available in 
October through November if you would like to place flowers in the 
church on Sunday mornings.  If you are interested, please contact 
the church office or sign up on the board outside the office.   
 
Liturgists are needed each Sunday during the months of Sep-
tember through December.  Please contact a member of the Wor-
ship Committee or church office if you are willing to serve in this 
capacity.  
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MAJOR GIFTS & ENDOWMENTS 
 

Weekday Pre-School Scholarship and Support Fund 
 

   The purpose of the Weekday Pre-School Scholarship 
and Support Fund is to provide scholarships and funds 
for special projects or needs of the Weekday Pre-School 
of First Presbyterian Church.   

   The fund was established with monies from members 
and friends of the church interested in the Weekday Pre-
School program. 

    First call on income from the Fund shall be to furnish 
full or partial scholarships to the Pre-School for deserving 
children as selected by the appropriate person or com-
mittee of the Pre-School Advisory Committee.  Other use 
of the income may be for special programs or projects as 
approved the Pre-School Advisory Committee. 

   Monies from this fund along with monies from the oper-

ating budget provided seven partial scholarships for the 
last school year (2015-2016).  For the upcoming school 

year (2016-2017) six partial scholarships will be granted. 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

Food Pantry 
 

   A poet once wrote, " Better than a thousand useless 
words is one single word or action that gives hope and 
peace."  Each day at the Corning Community Food Pan-
try the community volunteers continue the single action 
of feeding those who suffer from food insecurity giving 
those individuals hope.  
   In July those dedicated volunteers helped to feed 541 
households, 598 children, 1139 adults and 144 senior 
citizens or elderly. They reached a total of 1881 individu-
als. The Pantry was closed on two days during the month 
for holidays. 
   Special acknowledgement to all those who have plant-
ed "AN EXTRA ROW"  to their gardens and donated this 
produce to the Pantry. What a special nutritional treat for 
our clients! 
   Please continue to save new or gently used plastic 
bags for packing purposes at the Pantry. "ADD AN EX-
TRA ITEM" needs: small cans of tomato sauce, canned 
corn or green beans. When you are shopping, please 
consider adding a couple cans to your cart and donate to 
the Pantry. We can always use the extra cans of healthy 
food. 
PERSONAL ITEMS NEEDED: dish soap and laundry 
soap. 
Your support is so important and essential to the daily 
operation of Corning Community Food Pantry. 
 
GO ORANGE on September 8 and all month long to 
show your support of Hunger Awareness Month. (See 
Food Pantry Website for details). 
 
FILL THE BUS September 11 - 24 when you can donate 
non-perishable food items at local Wegmans stores.  

 

PARISH LIFE & FELLOWSHIP 
 

Welcome Back Brunch 
 

Be sure to mark your calendars for the 
Welcome Back Brunch on Sunday, 

September 11 at 9:15 a.m.  Please attend and enjoy 
the wonderful food and fellowship as we start our fall 
sessions.  Each family unit should bring one cup of 
fruit to contribute to the fruit salad. Please bring your 
own table service or use the disposable which will be 
provided.  Donations will be accepted and appreciated 
to help cover expenses.  Reservations should be 
made no later than Thursday, September 8 (call 937-
5419 or use the Friendship Register the Sunday prior).  
We hope to see you there!    

FIRST LUNCH BUNCH 
 

The First Lunch Bunch will be 
starting up again on Wednesday, 
September 14th at noon.  Reser-
vations are required by Tuesday, 
September 13th at noon  
(call 937-5419).  Please join us for 
great food and great fellowship at 
a great price of $4.00 per person.    

 
FELLOWSHIP TIME - THANK YOU!  

 

A big thanks to the following groups 
who served Fellowship Time over the 
summer:  Faith Formation, M.G.& E., 
Mission & Outreach, Sr. Choir, and Stewardship.     If 
you or your committee would like to host a fellowship 
some Sunday, please call Rose Houper, Susan, Shel-
don, or the church office.  It is not difficult, help is 
available, and expenses are covered if needed.  

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

The Stewardship Committee will be launching two ex-
citing new opportunities for supporting God’s work and 
the life of our congregation.   
 
Starting in September, we will be introducing an online 
payment option for your tithes and offerings. 
 
Then in October, we will be rolling out Consecration 
Sunday, a program that numerous churches have 
adopted for giving and budget development unlike any 
you have seen before.  Stay tuned for more infor-
mation and events that will literally stir your soul.   

DEACONS  
 

On Saturday, September 17 at 10:00 a.m., Pastor 
Jeff will provide training for the Extended Serving of 
the Church’s Communion to members isolated 
from congregational worship.  We invite all ordained 
members, whether currently serving, or having previ-
ously served, to join us for this training and partici-
pate with us in this ministry.   



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
 
 
  5 Margret Lapp 
  8     Derwin Nelson 
10 Heather Hayes 
12  Jean Boell 
13  * Amanda McEwen 
14 Bill Uncapher, Jr. 
       * Rachel Hevey  
16  Jamie Smith 
 Silky Smith 
18 Ann Powers 
21 Barbara Worthey  
 * Alexander Chang 
22     Rick Vermillion           
23     Glenn Morrisey 
         Trevor Worthey 
25 Curt Neuner 
 Mike DeRosa 
28   Jackie Curry 
 Lynde Ugoretz 
30 Walter Jones 
 
 
“For by me your days will be 
multiplied and years will be 
added to your life”.   
(Proverbs 9:11) 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
 
 
  1 Ken & Cheri Crozier 
  3 James & Banu Moore 
4  Mark & Beth Landin 
6 Chris & Alyson Sharman 

  7 Rob & Belinda Wilcox 
17 Glenn & Lisa Morrisey 
19 Jeff & Marilyn Hagy 
 Lynn & Ann Powers 
28 Matthew & Denise Reppert 

SEPTEMBER 

Members, *children under 18, and non-member participants for whom 
we have birthday and anniversary information. 
 

If we miss your special day, please let us know so we can include the 
information on our calendar. 

“And over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in perfect 
unity”.     (Colossians 3:14) 



ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

NSLC EXPERIENCE 
 

Anthony Smaldone 
 
Dear teachers, friends, and family,  
   I would like to express my thanks for sponsoring me 
so I could attend the National Student Leadership 
Conference at Yale University. During my 9-day stay, 
I spent many hours listening to professorial lectures, 
working through several hands-on engineering simu-
lations, and participating in leadership development 
workshops. I can say the greatest highlight of my time 
there was visiting the Brookhaven National Laboratory 
and seeing the world’s second largest particle accel-
erator first-hand.     
   These opportunities led me to some conclusions 
about myself. I learned that my passion does not lie in 
engineering, yet in the field of science. This realiza-
tion is very valuable especially at this period in my life. 
Science aside, throughout the entirety of the NSLC, 
all projects were completed by groups, and this no 
doubt helped me develop my interpersonal and coop-
eration skills. Although teamwork was a main compo-
nent in all of our productions, I advanced my inde-
pendence as well. With different parts of a group pro-
ject being delegated to individuals, one had to be-
come responsible for their share in order for the group 
to succeed as a whole. Participating in these activities 
helped me think on my feet, engage in critical think-
ing, and communicate well – skills that will help me 
become an effective leader in my school and commu-
nity.  
   Without your help, I may not have been able to have 
this experience which afforded me such valuable life 
lessons. Thank you again for your donations and 
sponsorship. 

NOTE FROM JAMIE SMITH 

Dear Friends:   

OVERWHELMED!  That is the only 
word I can come up with to describe the 
kindness and generosity you supplied to me and my 
family on my last Sunday at FPC!  Each piece of the 
celebration was so incredibly touching - and thoughtful 
- and just amazing!  THANK YOU for the kind words, 
the gifts, the songs, the fellowship, the memories you 
have all provided for twenty-four years!  I am truly 
blessed!                                           Much Love, Jamie.                                                         

ADDITIONS TO THE COATES FAMILY 

Marty and Bonita Coates 

Marty and Bonita Coates joyfully announce the addi-
tion of two daughters to their family.  On August 7, 

their son Dakota, married Tiffany Aguas in Warwick, 
NY.  On August 27, Natalie Kiss joined their family 
when she married their son, Nathan in Clifton 
Springs, NY.  Both young ladies are wonderful and 
delightful additions to their family and they are over-
joyed for their sons and excited for what their futures 
hold.  Please join them in praying for their everlasting 
bond in marriage.   

THANK YOU - FACILITY MAINTENANCE 
If you see Ken Baer, Frank Hamm, Curt Neuner,  Gra-
ham Wightmen, or Marty Coates, be sure to thank 
them for all the work they have done this summer by 
giving of their time to paint, do electrical work, plumb-
ing, carpentry, and other greatly appreciated work for 
the church building and pre-school area.  They are 
certainly a blessing to the church family.   

THANK YOU - POKE PARTY 
 

Thanks so much to those folks who assisted with the 
Poke Party held on Sunday evening, August 21, 2016.   
Everyone who attended had a great time and there 
were a LOT of people there to enjoy the games, food, 
and fellowship.   This event gave community folks a 
chance to see how much fun Christians can 
have!  We look forward to more of these 
events which are so popular with the young 
folks.  Thanks to Kaitlyn Ugoretz for a great 
job organizing this event.  

The Church continues to seek a per-
son for the paid position of Nursery 
Supervisor as well as two volun-
teers to assist.  This is a vital position 
as it allows parents with small children 

the opportunity to worship without distraction.  These 
positions would only require a couple of hours each 
Sunday and could be shared by two people who could 
work alternate Sunday mornings.  Please contact Ken 
Baer through the Church Office if you have an interest. 
 
Also - As we look toward the Fall it is time to or-
ganize our church education program.  We always 
need teachers.  Please consider teaching a class this 
year.  We could use help with Preschool, Middle 
School , High School and Adult classes.  If you are 
interested please let Pastor Jeff, Kirk Allen, or the 
church office know.  

“Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; his love endures 
forever.”   I Chronicles 16:34.           NIV 



UPCOMING BIBLE STUDY / DISCUSSION GROUPS 

Jesus & Beer: Beginning September 14, our church will be 
sponsoring a spiritual discussion group at Holmes Plate (owned 
by our very own Brendan and Kim Holmes), 54 West Market 
Street, Corning on Wednesdays, from 7-8 PM.  The purpose of 
this group is to reach out and have meaningful conversation 
about God and life between our church folks and members of our 
local community.  It will be a roundtable discussion in which eve-
ryone will have a chance to listen and share their own thoughts 
on a number of suggested topics for the evening.  You don’t 
have to drink beer or even an alcoholic beverage to attend.  The 
idea is to go outside the walls of our church to where people 
already gather and build relationships based on mutual listening 
and understanding on topics of life and spirituality.  We hope you 
will come out and help support this endeavor.  If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to ask Pastor Jeff or Kirk Al-
len.  We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday nights at 
Jesus & Beer. 

Sunday Mornings with Matthew:  Beginning September 18, 
from 9-10 AM, Pastor Jeff will be leading a Sunday morning Bi-
ble discussion for adults of all ages in the Jenness Library.  The 
first book we will consider together will be the Gospel of Mat-
thew.  Why was it written?  Who is Jesus according to Mat-
thew?  What does Jesus, his teachings, and his story have to do 
with how we live and face life’s struggles today?  Come and see 
on Sunday mornings at 9 AM!  No minimum level of Bible 
knowledge required!  Invite your friends!  All are welcome! 

FAMILY FALL CARNIVAL 
 

The FPC Family Fall Carnival will be held on Sunday, 
September 18, from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Join 
your church family and bring your friends for some Car-
nival Games, Face Painting, Bounce House, Cotton 
Candy, Popcorn, and so much more.  There will be fun 
for all ages and we hope to see you there!  NOTE:  The 
cake wheel is the most popular event at the carnival.  
Cake Bakers (and other confection makers) will be 
needed.  Please contact Bonita Coates or any member 
of the Mission and Outreach Committee.  

THIS & THAT 

Memorial Garden 
 

FPC is so fortunate to have a church family who is always will-
ing to step up and help where needed.   Thank you so much to 
all the folks who took the time to water, pull weeds, plant, and 
help maintain the Memorial Garden and the front Garden at the 
church as well as the grounds of the manse when needed.   The 
Memorial Garden and grounds always look so lovely despite the 
dry hot summer we have had.  Thank you for all your hard work! 

New Music Director! 
 
We are pleased to announce that David Smith was hired by Session 
vote on August 4th to become our new Music Director and Organ-
ist.  David's first day on the job was Sunday, August 14th.     
 
David and his family live in Corning  and he has been  
employed since 1997 by the Corning Painted Post 
School District as a Music Educator and Theater Direc-
tor.   David comes to us with a lot of past experience 
working with Musical Worship Teams and also has ex-
pertise as a member of an Army concert band, jazz com-
bo and rock band.    
 
Choir Rehearsals and participation for FPC will begin in 
September as in the past. We look forward to working with David! 
 

CALLING ALL GOLFERS! 
 

MiracleFest,Inc. is pleased to announce their ninth annual 
community fundraiser.  This year’s event is once again a 
golf tournament with all proceeds to benefit the Corning 
Community Food Pantry.  The gold tournament will be held 
on Saturday, September 24, 2016 at 12:00 noon at Willow 
Creek Golf Course in Big Flats.  Cost for a foursome is 
$380 and includes golf, bucket of warm-up balls, lunch, and 
dinner.  Raffle prizes and silent auction items will be availa-
ble.   
 
In 2015, Corning Community Food Pantry served nearly 
27,000 people in our area.  The pantry is on track to serve 
approximately the same number in 2016.  Our clients in-
clude adults, children, and the elderly.  Your participation in 
the tournament allows the pantry to continue to assist those 
that are food insecure in our area. 
   
If you are a golfer and are interested in participating, please 
contact Cheri Crozier at 974-7818 or croiercl@corning.com.   

“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circum-
stances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus”.   
I Thessalonians 5:16-18.  

Local Fun Events 
 

Music in the Square - The Hepcats Big Band - September 8 
from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  (Corning) 
 
Harvest Music Festival - Concerts in the Square  - Septem-
ber 16 at 7 p.m. and September 17 at 5 p.m. (Corning) 

THINGS TO REMEMBER 
 

October 5:    Ladies Night Out 
November:   Dinner Theater (date to be announced) 
Novem  6:    Harvest Dinner 
Decem 18:   Wassail 
Decem 25:   Christmas Day Dinner 
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The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for October Messenger      
articles is September 15th.  Ar ticles may   
either be emailed to the church or left in the 
church office. Any information received   
after the 15th will appear in the November    
issue. 

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 
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