Pastor’s Message for November 2016 Messenger
We are now deep into our fall season in Corning, and the church calendar is filling up with opportunities to deepen our faith. I want to highlight one of those opportunities which will culminate in an exciting
event in the new year.
I want to tell you about one of my favorite Christian authors, Shane Claiborne. Shane is a prominent speaker, activist, and best-selling author. Shane worked with Mother Teresa in Calcutta, and founded
The Simple Way in Philadelphia, a Christian community that serves and lives among the poor of that city. He
heads up Red Letter Christians, a movement of folks who are committed to living "as if Jesus meant the things
he said." Shane is a champion for grace which has led him to jail advocating for the homeless, and to places
like Iraq and Afghanistan to stand against war. And now grace fuels his passion to end the death penalty.
Shane has written over eight books, including his most recent Executing Grace: How the Death Penalty Killed Jesus and Why It’s Killing Us. He has been featured in several films including "Another World Is
Possible" and "Ordinary Radicals." His books have been translated into more than a dozen languages. Shane
speaks over one hundred times a year, nationally and internationally. His work has appeared in Esquire, SPIN,
Christianity Today, and The Wall Street Journal, and he has been on everything from Fox News and Al
Jazeera to CNN and NPR. He’s given academic lectures at Harvard, Princeton, Liberty, Duke, and Notre
Dame.

And here is the most exciting part … in January, Shane is coming to speak at our church and he will
be preaching at a Sunday worship service. On January 28, beginning at 3:00 PM, Shane will give a talk based
on Executing Grace about why he and others believe that Christians should support the abolition of the death
penalty. This will be followed by a question and answer session and a reception and book signing in our Fellowship Hall. He will also be preaching in worship at 10:30 AM on January 29. Like all our events, these
will be open to the public and we hope to pack the sanctuary! The Mission Committee and the Session are
very excited to be able to bring Shane to Corning and we will be publicizing these events heavily in the
months to come. We will also be relying on each of you to spread the word to your social circle about this
important event in our community.
To prepare for these events, we will be hosting a book study of Executing Grace, led by yours truly, on
Wednesday nights at 6:30 PM, beginning November 9 and running through December 21. We will discuss
two chapters each week, with chapters 1-2 being discussed at our first gathering on November 9. You may
purchase a copy of the book on your own or from the church office for $11.00. This too is entirely open to the
public and we ask that not only would you participate but that you would make it a point to invite others outside of our church community to participate also.
I believe that this issue is too important for followers of Jesus Christ to ignore. Regardless of where
you stand on the death penalty, I hope you will be open to the discussion and will participate in these events
and encourage others to do so as well.

PRAYER CORNER
Dorothy Cawley went home to be with her Heavenly Father on Monday, October 24, 2016.
Please keep her family and friends in your thoughts and prayers.

Consecration Sunday Is Coming on November 13, 2016:
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Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money Christians give to their
church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow
spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their
church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes.

Music Support Fund

Our congregation’s finance committee has selected the New
Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to teach
the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our
stewardship education emphasis this year.

The Music Support Fund was established in 1991 with a bequest from William Bong. In 2004 a bequest from Jean McKinley Waaland was added. In 2016 the fund increased in value
from a bequest from the estate of Forrest Behm and contributions in memory of Kate Danforth. The fund is a permanently
restricted endowment. The purpose of the fund is to enhance
and enlarge the music program of our church beyond what the
annual budget is able to support, with an emphasis on special
events or needs.

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy
of the need of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive.
Instead of treating people like members of a social club who
should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus
Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship.
New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the question,
“What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”

FOOD PANTRY

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational
ministries in this community and around the world.

Major Gifts and Endowments

November
As we enter the fall season of thanksgiving, I am reminded of
a Thanksgiving prayer that starts off like this: "O God, when I
have food, help me to remember the hungry."
Five days a week and two Saturdays a month, the dedicated
volunteers of the Corning Community Food Pantry operate the
food pantry whose mission it is to feed and educate those in our
community and surrounding area who deal with food insecurity.
In September 2016 the volunteers reached out to 642 households: 729 children, 1281 adults, and 165 elderly for a total of
2175 individuals.
Food items we could use at the pantry are: peanut butter and
tuna fish.
Essentials items we could use are: dish soap and toilet paper.
Please donate your clean plastic bags to the pantry. We use
them for daily packing.
As we approach the Holiday Season, we are already preparing our menu and order sheet for our 27th Annual Thanksgiving
Basket distribution. The basket contains a turkey or roasting
chicken, produce, canned fruits or vegetables, eggs, margarine,
cranberry sauce, stuffing and much more. If you want to make a
significant difference in the life
of
those in a food insecure household, make a monetary donation to CCFP, Box 1255, Corning, NY 14830. Last year we
distributed 403 baskets.
A special acknowledgement
to
all those who continue to support our mission and effort to help those who are hungry.

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending morning worship on
Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel
strongly opposed to completing a card. The procedure is done
in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or
she chooses not to fill out a card.
We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete
cards. During morning worship our guest leader will conduct a
brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their commitments as a confidential act of worship.
We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events
through the Consecration Sunday team and governing board
members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people
to complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform,
inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday
worship.
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events.

The Church Office will be closed on Veteran’s Day,
November 11, 2016.

UPCOMING EVENTS
“EXECUTING GRACE”
Author Shane Claiborne will join us on Saturday, January
28, 2017, to speak about his latest book “Executing
Grace”. Shane is a leading figure in the New Monasticism movement and one of the founding members of the
intentional community, the Simple Way in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Shane is a Christian social activist, advocating for non-violence and service to the poor. Shane
will preach in our Sunday, January 29, 2017 Worship Service.
Wednesday
evenings,
November 9 - December
21, 2016, Pastor Jeff will
lead a weekly evening
book study of “Executing
Grace” starting November 9 and running
through December 21 at
6:30 in the Jenness Library. Books are available in the church office
for $11.00 or you may
buy one on your own.
Please read Chapters 1-2
for the November 9 discussion. We hope you
will participate in this
important discussion.

HARVEST DINNER
NOVEMBER 6, 2016
The First Presbyterian Church Harvest Dinner will soon be
here!
DATE: November 6, 2016
TIME: 11:45 a.m.
RESERVATIONS DUE: November 3 (Tuesday)
MENU: Bring a dish to pass (please bring your own table service)
COST: Donation
Please join us following Worship for lots of good food and
great fellowship. Beverages will be provided.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
November 6th is All Saints Sunday, the Sunday when
churches around the world celebrate the life and ministry of
all those who have kept the faith, run their race, and now
rest from their labor (II Timothy 4:7). The Worship Committee and Pastor Jeff are asking everyone to bring a memento of a loved one who has passed on to glory and place it
on the piano that Saturday. It can be a picture, or it can be
some other tangible reminder of what that person meant to
you. You can even get artistic
and creative and make something! It’s up to you. We will
all walk forward together at the
beginning of the service and
place our mementos on the piano. You can take them back at
the end of the service. Thank
you for participating in what
will be a very moving service of
worship.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Operation Christmas Child has started!
The “Joy
Store” which will offer items for sale to place in our
shoe boxes for needy children abroad will be open at
Fellowship time after Worship on November 6, 13, and
20th. This year we will also offer the opportunity to
purchase a completed box to support this mission for
$20 in the Narthex following each service on these
same dates. Boxes will be collected on November 20th
and Pastor Jeff will dedicate them during our Worship
Service.
ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR
The Alternative Gift Fair will be held during Fellowship on December 4, 11, and 18 this year. Along with
the traditional gifts from Heifer International, the Presbyterian Medical Benevolence Foundation, et al, we
will have tangible fair trade gifts for purchase which
will support charitable causes including Bread for Life
and Servv.org. Come, shop, and be merry and do good
work in our international community!

WE ARE HOSTING THE PRESBYTERY MEETING AND LUNCHEON on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12
LOTS OF VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!
The church will be hosting the Presbytery Meeting on November 12. Presbytery Staff will start to arrive shortly before 8:00 a.m. and the meeting runs until about 3:00 p.m. We will need a lot of volunteers for a myriad of activities
and duties such as child care (two people minimum), parking attendants, servers for the luncheon, choir members
(for worship service at start of meeting), and clean-up. Please put this date on your calendar and plan on assisting in
any way that you are able. Sign up sheets have been posted on the lower level bulletin board in the church.

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
LITURGISTS
Thanks to everyone who has served as a Liturgist
over the past year. This is an important part of our
Sunday morning Worship Service. We still have
openings for November 13 and November 27 if you
are able to assist us. Please contact Sue in the church
office if you are interested. Thank you!

UPCOMING HOLIDAY EVENTS IN CORNING AND
SURROUNDING AREAS
11-16-16 - 7:00 P.M. - U.S. Army Field Band Clemons Center - Free event - limit four free tickets
per person available at Clemons Center box office.
11-27-16 - 4:30 P.M. - Annual Centerway Tree Lighting and Parade of Lights - Gaffer District

11-27-16 - 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. - Homestead for the
Holidays: Gingerbread House Building Workshop 9620 Dry Run Road, Painted Post, NY
12-2-16 to 12-4-16 - White Christmas Musical, Family
Life in Bath - Tickets Required
Dinner Theater has been cancelled for November 2016 since
we will be hosting the Presbytery Meeting and Luncheon on
the original date. We expect that folks will be ready to go
home and relax that evening!

12-3-16 and 12-4-16 - CMOG Holiday Open House
12-3-16 - 5:00 P.M. - 42nd Annual Sparkle - Gaffer
District

FIRST LUNCH BUNCH
The next First Lunch Bunch will be on November 9, 2016.
Be sure to make reservations with the church office no later
than Tuesday, November 8. You can sign up on the list outside the office door, sign up on the Friendship Register, or
call 937-5419.
Come and enjoy a delicious meal and
great company for only $4.00!

RIDES NEEDED

We have two members of our congregation who
are currently in need of rides to church. If you
would be willing to provide transportation on an
occasional basis, perhaps once a month, please let
the church office know so that the Deacons can
contact you with more information.

FREE COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
For the 21st year, a free Community Thanksgiving
Day Dinner will be served at Christ Episcopal Church
on 33 East First Street in Corning on November 24th
at 11:30 a.m.
Reservations can be made by calling 607-937-5449
Monday through Friday from 9 am until 4 pm. The
deadline for reservations is noon on November 23rd.
The menu is a traditional Thanksgiving Dinner Menu.

WINTER COAT DRIVE
The Salvation Army needs our help. With winter approaching they are in need of new or gently used winter
coats to distribute to local families. All
sizes are needed for both children and
adults. Any help you can give will be
greatly appreciated.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
4 Doris Shanahan
8 David Powers
11 Marty Coates
Jimma Powers
12 Maxwell SáPereira
* Trey Smith
15 Ann Howland
17 Dee Wightman
21 Meredith Watts
22 Robert Lull
* Joshua Beres
26 * Ariel Ugoretz
“Your eyes saw my unformed substance;
in your book were written, every one of
them, the days that were formed for me,
when as yet there was none of them.”
Psalm 139:16

The Church will be closed for Thanksgiving on Thursday, November 24th and Friday, November 25th.
When the church is closed, you can leave a phone
message and we will return your call when the
church reopens.
We wish you and yours a safe and
Happy Thanksgiving.

Members, *children under 18, and nonmember participants for whom we have
birthday and anniversary information.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
7 Bill & Lisa Sebelle
20 Gil & Marcia
Creelman
24 Lloyd & Barb Young
“As the Father hath loved
me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.” ~ John
15:9

FLOWERS
The Deacons would like to thank everyone
who provided flowers this year on the chancel for Sunday worship services.
Flowers serve as a way to memorialize
our loved ones or to honor family and
friends on their birthdays, anniversaries, or
special days. Also, they serve as a wonderful
way to express thanksgiving to our family
and friends for all that they have done for
us.
The flowers are presently purchased from
Northside Floral and they do an amazing
job. The price will increase (in 2017) slightly from the current $25.00 price. More information will be coming out next month
regarding the increase.
The order forms are located on the bulletin
board outside the church office. The completed order form, along with your payment,
may be placed in the offering plate on Sunday morning or dropped off at the church
office.
Flowers not kept by the purchaser are
delivered by the Deacons to brighten a shutin’s day or cheer up someone who has been
ill. Thank you.
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15th will appear in the January 2017
issue.

