Pastor’s Message for May 2018 Messenger

In keeping with our ongoing encounter with the book of Revelation, this month I offer you this mediation on chapter 4 adapted from the book, Multi-Sensory Worship, by Sue Wallace. I hope you enjoy it!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Jeff
***

You are on holiday in Greece, and you are visiting the island of Patmos the place where so long
ago John the apostle had an amazing revelation.
You walk, admiring the sapphire sky and turquoise waters of the Aegean Sea, while the warm sea
breeze is blowing gently across your face. Then, lying on the hillside in the shade of an olive tree, you
close your eyes to pray... and something amazing happens.
In a bright and shining light you find yourself transported to the entrance of heaven itself... there
is a door... but the door is padlocked, and the padlock is surrounded by huge chains... and, as if the
chains weren't enough, there is a no entry sign fixed on it...
You stand by the padlocked door for a while, wondering why on earth you are here. You feel like
you must be waiting for something... it seems as if there is nowhere else to go...

Suddenly someone appears... you somehow expected something spectacular...
Will it be an angel with many-colored wings and a harp? Or Peter holding a bunch of golden
keys? But no! It is a middle-aged man with a shaved head. He is dressed in a black suit, bow tie and long
dark overcoat... reminding you of a bouncer at a bar.
You ask him, 'Why is the door padlocked? Why am I here if I can't get inside? What is this all
about?'
He replies, 'Beyond that door... the one swathed in chains... the one with the no entry sign... that
is heaven. It is perfect... totally, totally perfect... there is nothing bad in there. No death... no pain... no
selfishness... no conflict... nothing remotely evil. And you see, if we let you in... you'd spoil it... because
you obviously aren't perfect. So no entry. Sorry.'
You reply, 'But, in that case, why am I here? Are you just showing me the door to make me feel
bad? Isn't there anything I can do about it?'
'No. You'd have to transform into something else... someone perfect. It's as if you're a caterpillar
and you need to be, well, more like a butterfly... and you can't possibly do that by yourself. So, no...
you'll just have to stay here until the vision ends.'
And so you sit and wait... deeply disappointed and puzzled. For what is the point in having a vision... if all that happens is that you sit and wait by a door that you cannot open?
Then... you see a man coming. You hear groans... for he is dragging the most enormous set of
bolt cutters that you have ever seen. They are as big as he is, and they weigh him down. Something in
you wants to help him... but somehow... you know that this is a job that he has to do alone.

Pastor’s Message for May continued:
You look at him in amazement as he gets closer... he is covered in bruises... and his hands are
bleeding. He takes the bolt cutters and he cuts the chains, one by one... and each chain that falls crashes
to the ground, making the earth shake. Finally, he goes for the padlock. The other man, the one dressed
like a bouncer, grabs his arm and is about to stop him opening the door, when the wounded man looks
straight into his eyes. The bouncer looks terrified. He falls to his knees and says, 'My God! It's you,'
And something about the way he says it, makes you realize that he isn't swearing.
When he has recovered the power of speech, the man in black tries to phrase a question. But the
words don't seem to come out very well. Every sentence ends in a mumble. But the wounded man takes
him by the hand and explains, 'l know what you are trying to ask... , how... and why?' He goes on... 'Well,
there was only one way to get this open. And I was the only one who could afford to buy the bolt cutters.
Even though it cost me everything I had. But now... finally. the door can be opened.'
You look at the man once again, and you recognize him as the carpenter from Nazareth who
preached peace and love... who talked of a kingdom where everyone who was at the bottom of the pile...
everyone who was crushed and wounded... would be first... would be treated well. And now it looks
like... finally... there will be a way into this wonderful place. For what would be the point of a kingdom
where no one could get in?
You wonder if you are able to ask the man about what the bouncer said. For, of course, how can
anyone step through the doors into somewhere completely perfect without ruining it?
Just as you are about to pluck up the courage to ask your question, the wounded carpenter looks
straight into your eyes. It is a look that sees right into the depths of your soul... a look that rummages
around inside the locked cupboards of your life... « and looks into the secrets that you'd rather forget.
You feel... vulnerable... you know you cannot hide anything... cannot lie... cannot run. But then you see
him smile and you know that, despite all the skeletons in your cupboard, he is not going to reject you.
'Just watch,' he says... answering the question you weren't able to ask. 'You will understand.' And
he takes the bolt cutters and does the most surprising thing of all. After cutting off the chains, he sets to
work on the door itself. He lifts the heavy oak door off its hinges and throws it away as if it was as light as
a feather. As it hits the ground, it smashes into a thousand splinters.
Then he himself stands in the doorway and says, 'No, you cannot enter without spoiling things.
Yes, you still need to be transformed. And so the door itself needs to be replaced. I am the door. Enter
through me, and you can be transformed. Perfection is impossible. I am capable of doing the impossible.'
And... as he stands in the doorway, he actually becomes the door It's an open door... a door of
such beauty your eyes fill with tears and your heart sings... you feel drawn inside with an almost magnetic pull... and yet you know that you still have the choice to walk away if you wish.
The black-suited man turns to you and says, 'You can go in now, if you like. But no one is forcing
you. And you understand that if you step through this door, everything will be different. You will be
transformed. Nothing can stay the same. You can still stay this side of the threshold if you want to.'
You pause... it seems to be a step that needs serious contemplation. Then you walk towards the
door. You step through. You glimpse what lies beyond and you hear a voice say, 'After this I looked, and
there before me was a door standing open in heaven. ... You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive
glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their
being.
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CAMP AND CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP FUND
The Camp and Conference Scholarship Fund encourages our youth,
including those of college age, to attend camps and conferences that
seek to deepen their understanding and practices of our Christian faith.
Presbyterian and Ecumenical camps and conferences are eligible.
Awards are based on need.
Funds may be used from this Endowment upon recommendation by
the Faith Formation Committee (formerly know as Christian Education)
to the Session. Anyone interested in a Camp or Conference Scholarship
may submit an application to the Faith Formation Committee. The fund
balance is healthy, and camp scholarship funds are currently available.
Questions about the Fund, and requests for application forms may
be directed to the church office at 607-937-5419.

THE PENTECOST OFFERING -- BUILDING A LIFE OF FAITH **
“O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.” ~ Psalm 71:17
The Pentecost Offering unites us in a church wide effort to support young people in Christ and inspire them to share
their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the church and the world.
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the church. The Holy
Spirit remains with us still, connecting us with the church of the past, continuing to inspire the church of today, and
pointing us to the church of the future.
Studies show that a foundation of faith established during childhood through young adulthood, helps ensure lifelong faith and service. Psalm 71 testifies to this same truth. Verse 17 says “O God, from my youth you have taught
me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.” The patterns and lessons established during these formative years
continue to bear fruit throughout a person’s life.
These lessons might be taught through a congregation’s commitment to Educate a Child, Transform the World in
ministries that shape a child’s academic achievement, setting them on a path toward a stable future. They might be
taught through one of the youth events sponsored by Ministries with Youth at the national church that brings together young people from all over the country to share their experiences of faith with one another, and learn how
their faith can help them address challenges all over the world. Or our young adults may be guided through a year
of intentional service where they discern God’s call upon their lives by our Young Adult Volunteer Program.
And there is more -- Presbyterian congregations are finding new ways to minister to children at-risk in their own
communities. General Assembly programs are advocating for children and developing youth and young adult leaders.
By giving to the Pentecost Offering, one of the four Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), we are
nurturing the faith of those who are the church to come; children, youth, and young adults. We invite your congregation to join with the worldwide church in building for our future, in building individual lives of faith. Won’t you
join us? If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. (Note from the Church Office: May 20 is Pentecost Sunday)
** This article obtained from resources at: http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/pentecost.html

MISSION TRIP 2018
Submitted by Derwin Nelson
On April 16, 2018 a team of volunteers from the Presbytery of Geneva traveled to Summersville,
West Virginia to help with poverty and handicapped needs in the Summersville area.
The team consisted of 8 members from Newark, New York, 1 member from Corning, New York, and 1
member from North Carolina. The team stayed at First Presbyterian Church Summersville where
they slept, showered, prepared meals, and shared devotions throughout the week.
The team worked on Rick Smith’s home on Nile Road (about 12 miles outside of Summersville). Rick
is retired and lives alone in the house that he has owned for over 45 years. Rick suffers from seizures of an unknown cause and suffered one of these seizures three years ago while riding a four
wheeler home from his brother’s house. He fell off the four wheeler and broke his neck in two places. He is grateful to be alive and although he can no longer walk without assistance, he is thankful
for the mobility that he does have.
The team spent the week replacing the ceiling, flooring, and lights in the living room and kitchen.
They also replaced the front door, built a platform for the stove, installed kitchen cabinets, replaced
the kitchen faucet, and repaired the plumbing in the kitchen. The team also did a lot of cleaning and
removal of unused items to make it easier for Rick to move around in his home.
Rick was very appreciative of the efforts and proud to show off his “new” home to several neighbors,
friends, and relatives who stopped by throughout the week.
Thanks to the Presbytery of Geneva, the team member’s home churches, and First Presbyterian
Church Summersville for all the support and prayers that enabled this team to witness and share
God’s grace!

These pictures and more will be available
(full size) during Fellowship Hour each Sunday. Be sure to check them out. This group
did an incredible job!
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PER CAPITA GIVING
Do you know what the Per Capita donations are used for? Please see the enclosed page “A Per
Capita Primer” for complete information on how your donations are used. If you wish to include the
$50.00 per person Per Capita in your giving this year, you may use the envelope in the front of your
offering envelope box, or simply place your contribution in an envelope and be sure to make a note
telling us that it is for Per Capita. All proceeds are used for the Presbytery of Geneva, Synod of the
Northeast, and General Assembly. Thank you.

CHURCH WORK DAY
The Spring Church Work Day will be held on Saturday, May 19th. All volunteers of all ages are welcome! If you know of a student who may need to do community service for college or school, generally this qualifies, so be sure to spread the
word. Work will start at 9:00 a.m. sharp and available tasks will
be noted on a easel located outside the church office. Even if
you can’t be here on the 19th, you may sign up for a specific
task and complete it at a later (or earlier!) date. We appreciate
any and all help for both inside and outside tasks that are waiting to be done.

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you,
also you must love one another. By this, all men will know you are my
disciples, if you love one another”. John 13: 34-35

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ARE CHANGING
FOR THE SUMMER!

Please note that starting June 4th and ending Labor
Day Weekend, church office hours will be changing.
The church office will be closed each Friday during
the summer except for the week of Vacation Bible School.
Monday through Thursday: 8:15 a.m. to Noon and 12:30 - 3:00 p.m.
Friday - Office will be closed.
Happy Summertime!

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Happy Birthday to:
3
7
9
10
14
16
18
19
20
23
24
31

Dorothy West
Bethany Rudolph
Robert Brill
* Jackson Smith
Steve Smith
* Alex Hevey
Martha Saunders
Bob Behrens
Laura Palmesano
Shari Koval
* Adrian Meek
Rose Houper
Susan McLaren
Ernie Danforth
Diane Rudy
Barbara Fawcett
Carol Lapham
Eric Meek
* Matthew MacDougall
Denise Allen

Members, *children under 18, and non-member
participants for whom we have birthday and
anniversary information.

CHURCH VERSE OF THE YEAR
God has not left himself without a witness in doing good giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, and
filling you with food and your hearts with joy. Acts 14:17
He only is the Maker of all things near and far; he paints the
wayside flower, he lights the evening star; the wind and waves
obey him, by him the birds are fed; much more to us his children, he gives our daily bread.

MESSENGER CONTEST
Would you like to win a gift card for a beverage
from a local business? Skip Moore won this in
April. Look for the « symbol in this newsletter and
call the office (by April 13th) to let us know you
found it. Names are drawn each month and you
will be notified if you win. Good luck!

Happy Anniversary to:
2
7
8
17
22
23
30

Al & Michele Johnson
Steve & Silky Smith
Curt & Diana Neuner
Rick & Susan Vermillion
Kirk & Denise Allen
Galer & Karen Perreault
Christopher & Grace Kelly
Dave & Barb McLaughlin

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK
SALE
Friends of the Library Spring Book Sale is here!
Saturday, April 28: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm - Members Only!
Join at the door!
Sunday, April 29: Noon - 5 pm
Monday, April 30 - Thursday, May 3: 9:00 am - 7:00
pm
Friday, May 4: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Saturday, May 5: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm Bag & Box Sale!
The Disciples Window # 11
The Fish and Book are symbolic of Simon the Zealot.
The fish signifies he was a
fisher of men, and the book
signifies the Gospel. Simon had belonged to a
political faction - the Zealots who were dedicated to
the overthrow of the Roman government. Nothing
is known for certain of Simon's career after the beginning of the church, recorded in Acts 1:13.
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DEADLINE for the June Messenger
articles is May 15th. Articles may be
emailed to the church or left in the
church office.

