
 

 

One Saturday, Jane cleaned out leftovers from the refrigerator.  She gave the one remaining 
portion of tortellini to her 6-year-old son, Jeremy. Her 8-year-old son, Matthew, also wanted 
some, so bickering ensued. After several unsuccessful attempts to mediate the dispute, Jane 
decided on a theological approach. Hoping to convince Jeremy to share his portion with Mat-

thew, she said, “Jeremy, what would Jesus do in this situation?”   

Jeremy immediately responded, “I know, Mom, He would just make more!”    

Yes, that is exactly what Jesus would do. Jesus would just make more! 

What if the biggest problem facing our country and our world today is not a lack of financial resources, but a lack of faith?  
The first question we all ask when an expense is brought up is, “Where is the money coming from?”  But is that really the 
most faithful question we can ask?  Isn’t this the more faithful question: “Is this God’s will for our people?”  We are so rich 
in terms of both financial strength and talent. What we are lacking is faith that God will truly provide more than enough for 

everyone. 

Despite all that we have, or perhaps because of it, we continue to act as if there was not enough to go around.  In the 
words of theologian Walter Brueggemann, “We who are now the richest nation are today’s main coveters. We never feel 
that we have enough; we have to have more and more, and this insatiable desire destroys us. Whether we are liberal or 
conservative Christians, we must confess that the central problem of our lives is that we are torn apart by the conflict be-
tween our attraction to the good news of God’s abundance and the power of our belief in scarcity—a belief that makes us 

greedy, mean, and un-neighborly. We spend our lives trying to sort out that ambiguity.” 1 

When Jesus fed the 5,000 (e.g., John 6:5-14), his miracle showed that God’s economy is an economy of abundance.  
“When the disciples, charged with feeding the hungry crowd, found a child with five loaves and two fish, Jesus took, 
blessed, broke, and gave the bread. . . . He demonstrated that the world is filled with abundance and freighted with gener-
osity. If bread is broken and shared, there is enough for all. Jesus is engaged in the sacramental, subversive reordering of 
public reality.” 2  Jesus takes all of our common beliefs about giving and having and stands them on their head.  The world 
says that you cannot eat your cake and have it too.  Jesus says we can share our cake and still have more than enough 

cake to satisfy us, if we will only trust in Him. 

One of the first lessons we teach our children is that they need to share.  There is enough food in the world.  The problem 
is that some have too much of it while others starve from lack of it.  There is enough money in the world.  The problem is 
that some have more than they can ever spend while others can’t afford the necessities of life.  What is needed is a trans-
formation of our imagination, a radical reorientation from a preoccupation with our own wants to addressing others needs.  
This is the “subversive reordering of public reality” that Jesus preached when he said “From everyone to whom much has 
been given, much will be required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demand-
ed” (Luke 12:48).  As Jesus taught us in the parable of the Good Samaritan, the question is not whether the person in 

need deserves our help; the question is what we will do when we are in a position to provide help (see Luke 10:25-37). 

With five loaves and two fish, Jesus fed over five thousand.  What might He do with all that we have today?  What might 
Jesus do today if we were only willing to recognize that everything is a gift of God and share more generously?  One thing 

I do know for sure; if we did take the risk together, we would discover that God truly has given us more than enough. 

  Grace and peace to you all, 

          Pastor Jeff 

1 Walter Bruegemann, The Liturgy of Abundance, the Myth of Scarcity (Consumerism and Religious Life) (PCUSA Office of Stewardship and Mis-

sion), 6. 

2 Ibid., 7.  
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERIES  

SAVE THE DATES 

May 3rd - June 21st 

 

 
Coming to FPC on Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m., 
beginning May 3, the haunting BBC video series Ta-

les from the Madhouse! 

Set inside the crumbling walls of a dilapidated Victorian sanatori-
um, eight mysterious characters reveal their secret stories to the 
visiting camera.  The eight are linked by one unifying and crucial 
event in their lives: each of them has had an encounter with 
Jesus of Nazareth in some way - an experience that left an in-
delible mark.  Each character brushed with Jesus, but most 
missed the moment.  They touched the light then lingered in the 
shadows.  They were offered freedom but made friends with 
their chains.  Now they are haunted by the memory of what was 
and what might have been.  Here is an acclaimed series that 

opens up the story of Jesus in a fascinating way. 

Come and experience this unforgettable theatrical production.  
Feathering Pilate’s Wife starring Clair Blook, The Rich Man star-
ring Peter France, The Best Friend starring Tony Robinson, The 
Mourner starring Eileen Atkins, The Servant Girl starring Helen 
Baxendale,  Barabbas starring Joss Auckland, The Centurion 
starring James Cosmo, and The Thief starring Jonathan Pryce.  
You won’t want to miss an episode!   
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  *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *  
The Creighton and Laura Lawhead Memorial  

Youth Bible Endowment Fund 
 

Submitted by Ken Baer 
 

The purpose of our newest endowment, created Decem-
ber 2014, is to provide Bibles to the youth of our church 
when they complete the confirmation process.  Money 
from this endowment may also be used to buy Bibles that 
might be needed to support the children's Sunday School 
or youth programs of our church.  This permanently re-
stricted endowment was created from money given to the 
church as the Lawhead Bible Fund, along with new money 
given in 2014 by the three sons of Creighton and Laura 
Lawhead.  This endowment is in memory of Creighton and 
Laura, longtime members of our church.  In 2015 money 
from this endowment was used to give Bibles to the stu-
dents who completed the Learning to Worship class.  In 
2016 funds were used to purchase Bibles for the 9 youth 
who completed the confirmation class.  

OFFICERS OF THE CORNING  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

  

     SESSION:        TRUSTEES:    DEACONS: 
 
 Ken Baer  (2017)  Marty Coates (2018)  Denise Allen  (2019)      
 Phil Bradney  (2018)  Ernie Danforth  (2018)  Mary Baer  (2017) 
 Bonita Coates (2017)  Carol Flook (2019)  Vickie Burton (2018) 
 Rose Houper  (2018)  Frank Hamm  (2017)  Janet Jones  (2018) 
 Kathy Keech (2019)  Kim Holmes  (2019)  Derwin Nelson (2019) 
 Skip Moore (2018)  Walter Jones  (2017)  Alyson Sharman  (2018) 
 Jennifer Nelson (2019)  John Keech  (2017)  Susan Vermillion  (2017) 
 Stuart Sammis (2018)  Kay Rogus (2018)  Dorothy West (2019) 
 Gary Yoggy (2017)      Barbara Worthey  (2017) 
 Clerk of Session:  Peggy Schuckers 
 



 

 

MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 
Our sincere gratitude goes out to Dr. Milton 
and Margret Lapp for once again making sure 
all the  church gardens and flowerbeds were 
cleaned up and have new mulch for spring.  
They look lovely and this service is very much 
appreciated.  Thank you!   

FOOD PANTRY FOR MAY 2017* 
Article submitted by the Food Pantry 

 
The year 2017 started with an enormous rolling thunder of seasonal 
changes. Now Spring is slowly beginning to demonstrate its beauty.  

Looking back, the January/ February statistics at the Corning Commu-
nity Food Pantry (CCFP) also came charging in. In January we served 
654 households: 788 children, 1340 adults, 182 elderly for a total of 
2310 individuals. Our February statistics also thundered through the 
month. We served 528 households: 552 children, 999 adults, 157 
elderly for a total of 1708 individuals. These statistics are a clear indi-
cation that hunger still dominates the lives of many individuals living in 
our area. 

Please help us help them by donating a few essential items to our 
Pantry each month. Canned tuna, pasta and a creamed soup will 
make a meal.  We are also in need of clean used plastic bags to be 
used for packing. 

As spring temperatures start to rise, clean out your closet and donate 
clothing that is no longer needed. Your clothing can make a big differ-
ence in the life of someone who is struggling. 

Begin to think about your summer garden. Make a note to "Plant a 
Row" for our Pantry. Fresh produce is so essential to a healthy diet. 

So many young families ask for baby food and/or diapers. Our supply 
quickly disappears, so we can always use more. 

CCFP board and volunteers would like to acknowledge the difference 
you make in our operation and in the lives of those we serve. As Moth-
er Teresa said, "If you can't feed a hundred people, then feed just 
one." Each day we focus on one household at a time. Thank you for 
your support. 
 
*The Corning Food Pantry is located at 39 W. William Street in Corning.   

BOOK SALE  - FRIENDS OF LIBRARY 
 

The book sale for the Friends of the Library of Steuben 
County continues through May 6th.  The sale is located 
at the Corning Fire Hall on Route 352 next to the Corn-
ing Animal Hospital.  This is a great way to support our 
local libraries and pick up some good books for those 

upcoming lazy summer days.    

May 1 - May 4th    9am to 7 pm 
May 5       9am to 5pm 

May 6                     9am to 3pm 

Each day there is a deeper discount off the regular pric-
es and May 6th is a bag/box special with a 70% dis-
count. 

CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY 
 

There will be a church clean-up day on March 20th starting at 
9:00 a.m.  There are lots of tasks both inside and outside that 
can be done and there will be a list in the Fellowship Hall if you 
wish to sign up in advance.  Do you know someone from high 
school who needs to do community service for one of their re-
quirements?    This is a great opportunity to help them help us! 

 
  

STAMP OUT HUNGER (Postal Workers)  
FOOD DRIVE 

 
Please consider leaving a donation for the 
2017 Postal Workers Food Drive which is 
Saturday, May 13.  All donations to the 
Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger® Food 
Drive are tax-deductible because all of the 
food collected on Food Drive Day is given 
directly to non-profit charity food agencies in 

the community the food was collected.  For more information go 
to:  https://www.nalc.org/community-service/food-drive     

CORNING COMMUNITY BAND EVENT 
 
The Corning Community Band will be presenting a concert of 
Patriotic Music on Thursday, May 25, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.  This 
concert will be in the sanctuary of the Elmira First Presbyterian 
Church located at 1054 West Clinton Street. The public is 
cordially invited and a free-will offering will be taken to help 
offset expenses.   If you need more information you may call 
607-734-1614.   

Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, 
yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my 
covenant of peace be removed says the Lord who has com-
passion on you.                                       Isaiah 54:10 



 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 

  3   Dorothy West     
   Bethany Rudolph  
  7 Robert Brill 
             * Jackson Smith 
  9 Steve Smith  
 * Alex Hevey   
10 Martha Saunders  
14 Bob Behrens 
  Laura Palmesano 
16  Shari Koval  
 * Kyle McEwen 
 * Adrian Meek 
17 Horace Bradley  
18 Rose Houper 
 Susan McLaren 
19 Ernie Danforth  
 Diane Rudy 
20 Barbara Fawcett 
23  Carol Lapham 
24  Eric Meek 
 * Matthew MacDougall 
31 Denise Allen   
Members, *children under 18, and non-
member participants for whom we have 
birthday and anniversary information. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 

  2 Al & Michele Johnson  
  7 Steve & Silky Smith 
  8         Curt & Diana Neuner 
17 Rick & Susan Vermillion 
22  Kirk & Denise Allen 
23  Galer & Karen Perreault 
30  Christopher & Grace Kelly 

 Dave & Barb McLaughlin 
If we miss your special day, please let us 
know so we can include the information.  

SPECIAL OCCASIONS END OF APRIL EVENTS 

COMMUNITY GARDENS OF STEUBEN COUNTY 
 

 Want a garden but have no space? 

 Interested in growing your own food while also helping those in need? 

 Don’t have a green thumb?  We will teach you! 
 
Whether a novice or a master, we would love for you to join us in growing 
our new community gardens in Corning and surrounding areas.  Not only 
will you be able to feed your family fresh, organic food, you will also be con-
tributing to the effort to lessen hunger in our communities.   
 
Learn more by attending our Public Meeting on Tuesday, April 25 at  
6:30 p.m. in the C-PP High School Auditorium.   

DRUM DEMONSTRATION AND DRUM CIRCLE 
April 30 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Church Fellowship Hall 
 
This free event is open to Youth of all 
ages!  If you have ever wondered how 
to play drums or wanted to just give it a 
try, now is your chance!  Come and join 
the fun on Sunday April 30 as David 
Smith, our Music Director, shows you 
how to have fun with drums.  Light re-
freshments will be served!   

 
The Disciples Window 

 
The Disciples Window in the arch of the east wall of 
the sanctuary behind the pulpit was given in memory of Laura Tina James 
by the family of Edwin P. James.  The window was conceived, designed, 
and made by stained glass window artist, Lyman O. Gibbs, of Elmira and 

was dedicated on November 17, 1963. 

The original frame in which the window is placed was a natural setting for 
the window as there were twelve sections in it, which lent itself for one sec-
tion for each of the disciples.  In the center of the window, the Greek Letters 
“HIS” spell the name of Jesus.  In each section there is a symbol which 
represents one of the twelve disciples.  In upcoming Messenger issues, we 
will explain what each section means starting with the first section in this 

issue.  

Section # 1: The Square and Lance are symbolic of the disciple, Thomas.  
The “twin” or the “doubting”, also called Didymus, Thomas went to India as 
a missionary where he built a church with his own hands.  As a result, the 
carpenter’s square is very often used as his symbol, sometimes alone and 
sometimes with the spear (lance), with which he met his death at the hands 
of a pagan priest.  He is known as the Patron Saint of Builders.   
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Church Phone: 607-937-5419 
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Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - Noon 
 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Closed on Memorial Day, May 29th 
 

Church Email:  office@corningpresby.org 
Visit us on the web: 

www.corningpresby.org 
 
 

Sunday School:      9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time:  11:30 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 
The Messenger is published monthly.  The 
deadline for June Messenger articles is May 
15th. Articles may be e-mailed to the 
church or left in the church office.  

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 


