
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do we live as followers of Jesus Christ when no one really knows what tomorrow is going to 
bring?  That’s a question each of us must face no matter what stage of life we are in.  We all want to be faith-
ful, but it is easy to get distracted by the “tyranny of the urgent.”  We start handling tasks mechanically just to 
get them done and pretty soon we’ve stopped thinking about our lives altogether.  I was blessed recently by a 
conversation with someone who is taking time to do some exploring of how she wants to spend her time at this 
point in her life.  That conversation reminded me that we are all responsible for the use we make of our time 
and that we all have the same number of hours in the day.  How will we spend them?  Here are a few ideas: 

Make beauty for others to see.  

Even a pot of flowers at the side of the front steps can bring cheer to those who pass by.  Creating 
beauty is a form of worship.  It is participating in the creative work of God, whose beauty is on display all 
around us.  In the words of the great Persian Sufi poet Rumi: 

Let the beauty we love be what we do. 
There are hundreds of ways to kneel and kiss the ground. 

Cheer others.  

We all need all the encouragement we can get.  There is no shortage of people willing to criticize us 
and even “constructive criticism” can get old really fast.  I suggest that we all could stand to make a bit less 
room for criticism and more room for encouragement in our lives.  Here’s some ideas to get you started:  Go to 
a Little League game and root for all sides. Send greeting cards for no reason. Write thankful notes (on paper 
stationery!).  You may be surprised at the positive impact you can make on the lives of others with a little in-
vestment of time and some heartfelt words of encouragement.  This is something any of us can do no matter 
what our physical limitations might be.  You just have to do it. 

3. Lighten someone else’s burden.  

There is an old saying: “Be kind.  Everyone you meet is carrying a heavy burden.”  A simple word or 
act of kindness or even a smile can be a lifesaver for someone else, even a stranger.  It certainly was for the 
man who had been beaten by robbers in Jesus’ parable of the good Samaritan (read Luke 10:25-37).  Follow-
ing Jesus Christ means that we “Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ 
(Gal. 6:2 NIV).  You may even find that by lightening someone else’s burden, you have lightened your own.   
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MAJOR GIFTS & ENDOWMENTS 
 

“Live Forward, Give Forward” 
 

Your church family has been a blessing throughout 
your life, an integral part of your spiritual journey. 
But, when it comes time to complete estate plans, 
have you considered including the church in your 
will? 
 
During her service on the endowment committee 
of Bon Air Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, Nikki Morris encouraged others to give to 
the church through their estate plans, so she felt 
she could lead by example. Nikki and her husband, 
Harvey, included the church in their will some 
time ago and she feels, “it’s a no brainer and the 
right thing to do.” 
 
Jerry and Lorraine Quigg are also members of Bon 
Air PC who have included a bequest to the church. 
Jerry, former Vice President for Development and 
University Relations at the University of Richmond, 
understands the impact charitable bequests can have 
for the church.  In Jerry’s words, people can be re-
served and therefore uncomfortable talking about 
estate planning; however, it’s vital to discuss your 
plans for the future. It’s your way of leaving a legacy 
and making a real impact. 
 
Like many who have given to your church over the 
years, you’ve probably been nourished and supported 
by being a part of your church community. It’s a 
privilege to give back to the church that has been 
such a big part of family life. Bequest gifts have the 
power to impact future generations in the same way. 
It’s so easy to include your church in your will and 
still provide for loved ones. A will is unique and 
must be structured to fit the needs and estate plans 
of each individual in accordance with the laws of 
the state in which they live. For this reason, you 
should consult a lawyer to assist you in drafting 
your will and estate plan.   
 
You can touch the future with your charitable be-
quest. You may also want to explore other estate 
planning options, such as designating the church as 

a beneficiary of a life insurance policy or an IRA 
account. 
 
FPC Corning will celebrate Wills Emphasis Sun-
day on May 22nd.  We hope you will consider re-
membering the future of your church in your will. 
 

 *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *  
Landscape Fund 

 
The Landscape Fund’s purpose is to support and 
enhance the appearance and usefulness of the 
grounds and gardens of First Presbyterian Church. 
   
The fund was established April 30, 2000 with 
monies given by members and friends of the 
church as a token of appreciation to Frank J. 
Hamm for his service as Clerk of the Works for the 
Horizons21 renovation and accessibility project.  
The monies were to be used for an endowment of 
Frank Hamm’s choosing, and he chose to establish 
this new fund. 
 
Ordinarily the money shall not be expended for 
routine annual maintenance, but used for such pur-
poses as: replacement of plantings, development of 
new gardens, upgrading of existing gardens. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
WORSHIP & LITURGICAL LIFE 

 

 
 
  

 

Pentecost is Sunday, May 15th. Pentecost was the 
beginning of the church as we know it. We           
encourage you to wear red on Pentecost as we       
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit. We wear red 
to recall the tongues of fire of the first Pentecost. 
 

 
 

 
 
We would like to express our heartfelt  gratitude to 
Dr. Milton and Margret Lapp for   making sure all 
the gardens around the church were spruced up and 
have new mulch. The gardens really look great. 
Thank you! 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  
POSITION 

 
The Personnel Committee with the approval of 
Session is seeking to fill the part-time position of 
Administrative Assistant.  This person is an inte-
gral member of the church staff and provides sup-
port services to the Pastor, church staff, boards, 
and committees to insure the church as an organi-
zation functions smoothly. 

Among the qualifications needed by this person 
are as follows:  1) knowledge of office equipment 
and operation, including computer skills (MS Of-
fice, E-mail, Excel),  2) clerical and secretarial ex-
perience, 3) effective communication and recep-
tionist skills, and 4) is energetic and a good man-
ager of time - just to name a few. 

This part-time position will begin in June working 
5 hours/day, Monday - Friday, and may increase to 
6 hours/day, depending on additional duties the 
individual has abilities to provide the church.  If 
interested, please contact the church office (937-
5419) for more details and a copy of the position 
description.  

 

  
 

Spring Basket Raffle 

 Sponsored by 

St. Mary’s Orthodox Church 

Thursday, May 5, 2016 

 6-8 p.m. 

Marconi Lodge Post 47 

26 West Pulteney St. 

Corning, NY 

  

refreshments plus door prizes (gift certifi-
cates to local businesses)  

 
PARISH LIFE 

 
Fellowship Time 

 
A reminder to the following groups that they have 
signed up to host Fellowship Time after worship 
this month:             
             

 May   8 - Men’s Fellowship (Mother’s Day) 
 May 15 - Faith Formation 
 May 22 - Mission & Outreach Comm. 
 May 29 - Stewardship Comm. (Memorial Day 

Weekend) 
 

 
 

TRUSTEES 
 

Church Clean Up Day 
 
 
 
The church clean up day will be Saturday      
morning, May 14th, from 9:00 a.m. until noon. 
There are a variety of inside and outside chores at 
the church that need to be done. If you can’t help 
on Saturday, but are  available during the week, 
the list of jobs that need to be done will be in          
Fellowship Hall starting on  Sunday, May 1st. 
 
If you can come for the three hours or any part of 
it, your help would be greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The semi-annual book sale for Friends of the Li-
brary will be held Saturday, April 30th, through 
Saturday, May 7th, (9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. most 
days) at the East Corning Fire Hall.  More infor-
mation can be found on the poster on the bulletin 
board outside the church office, or by calling (607) 
562-3781 
  



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
 
  3   Dorothy West     
   Bethany Rudolph  
  7 Robert Brill 
  9 Steve Smith  
 * Alex Hevey   
10 Martha Saunders  
13 Betty Wheeler 
14 Bob Behrens 
  Laura Palmesano 
16  Shari Koval  
 * Kyle McEwen 
 * Adrian Meek 
17 Horace Bradley  
18 Rose Houper 
 Susan McLaren 
19 Ernie Danforth  
 Diane Rudy 
20 Barbara Fawcett 
23  Carol Lapham 
24  Eric Meek 
31 Denise Allen   
 
 
 
Members, *children under 18, 
and non-member participants for 
whom we have birthday and   
anniversary information. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
 
  2 Al & Michele Johnson  
  7 Steve & Silky Smith  
  8     Curt & Diana Neuner 
17 Rick & Susan Vermillion 
22  Kirk & Denise Allen 
23  Galer & Karen Perreault 
30  Christopher & Grace Kelly 

 Dave & Barb McLaughlin 
31 Ernie & Kate Danforth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If we miss your special day, 
please let us know so we can  
include the information on our 
calendar. 
 
 
 

MONTH OF MAY 
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Rev. Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor 
Cell Phone:  607-742-8715 

Email:  pastorjeff@corningpresby.org 
Pastor’s Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday - 10:00am - 12:00pm 
 

Church Phone: 607-937-5419 
Church Fax: 607-937-9731 

 
Church Hours: Monday - Friday 

10:00am - noon & 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 

Church Email:  office@corningpresby.org 
Visit us on the web: www.corningpresby.org 

 
Sunday School:      9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time:  11:30 a.m. 
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The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for June Messenger articles 
is May 15th. Ar ticles may either be 
emailed to the church or left in the church 
office. Any information received after the 
15th will appear in the July issue. 

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 


