PASTOR’S MESSAGE FOR MARCH 2021 MESSENGER

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
As we walk together through the Christian year, we have now come to the season of Lent.
According to our Presbyterian Church (USA) Book of Common Worship (2018), “The season of
Lent is a time for growth in faith—through prayer, spiritual discipline, and self-examination in
preparation for the commemoration of the dying and rising of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Confession
and repentance have always marked this season. Without an honest and soul-searching examination of our conscience, none of us can fully appreciate our dire need for a Savior and experience
the wonderful grace of what Jesus has accomplished for us on the cross and in His resurrection.
As Jesus Himself said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to
call the righteous, but sinners” (Mark 2:17 NIV). As one of my favorite sayings goes, “The
church is not a museum for saints but a hospital for sinners.” It is not until we finally admit our
need for a Savior that we can fully appreciate the forgiveness and peace that He gives and what it
cost God to give it. As my late teacher Dr. Diogenes Allen liked to say to his students, “Salvation
is free, but it isn’t cheap. It cost God plenty!”
In this spirit of confession and repentance, I am sharing with you this prayer from one of
our greatest Presbyterian poets, Ann Weems. It is entitled “Have Mercy on Us,” and I found it in
her book, Kneeling in Jerusalem (Westminster John Knox Press 1992). I heartily commend it to
your reading as we journey together through this Lent and toward the joy of Easter. You might
consider including this excerpt among your daily prayers.
God bless and keep you all healthy and safe.
Your brother in Christ Jesus,
Pastor Jeff
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HAVE MERCY ON US¹
O God, from whose eyes the measure of our faith is not hidden, wrench from us now all
religiosity, all rules and regulations of our scheduled selves that separate us from your Holy Spirit.
O God, who calls each of us by name to be the church, give us love enough to make a difference, give us vision enough to follow, give us endurance enough to hold steadfast in the face
of the unholy.
O God, who claims us as disciples, bless us now and touch us with your holiness that we
might have commitment enough to be good news to the poor.
O God of the bruised, we pray for healing. Comfort those who cry in dark corners: the
lonely, the strangers, the weary, the fearful, the disappointed, the anxious, the depressed, the forsaken, the dispirited, the grieving, and those who lie in sickness and in pain.
O God who wept over Jerusalem, open our eyes to those around us who scream in silence
the depth of their despair.

O God of compassion, heal our hard hearts to tenderness.
O God of the oppressed, fire us with justice that we might proclaim liberty to the captives.
O God who gave us the rainbow and parted the Red Sea, we dare to pray for miracles for
the powerless.
O God of the hungry, we pray for those who have not bread. Remove, O God, the bondage of hunger by removing our shackles so that we might share our bread.
O God of the homeless, we pray for those who have no land. We pray that you will open
the doors of our hearts and let your wandering people in.
O God of the captives, have mercy on those who must live out their lives enslaved to
someone else because of race or politics or economics or faith. Loose our bonds that we might
risk our own securities on their behalf.
O God of peace, give peace to our hearts and to our nation and to our world.
O Lamb of God, have mercy upon us!
__________________________________
¹Weems, Ann. Kneeling in Jerusalem (pp. 38-39). Presbyterian Publishing Corporation. Kindle Edition.
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THE CHURCH
MONTHLY INCOME AND
EXPENSE REPORT
INCOME
Jan 1 - Feb 20
$14,135.02
(pledges and special offerings)
EXPENSES
Jan 1 - Feb 20
$38,967.22
(salaries for staff of 4,
utilities, office and cleaning
supplies, maintenance, insurance,
Local and global mission)
DEFICIT TO DATE

The AARP in Elmira is offering free tax
assistance from February 1-April 15.
For more information call (607) 7352424.

$24,832.20

CALL FOR INFORMATION DUE TO COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS

NEED HELP? At First Presbyterian, We Will Help You Find It!
Feel free to stop by the main office (first floor) during regular office hours Monday through Thursday from 9:00 am – 12:00 Noon
and 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm. You can also call 607-937-5419 (Please leave a message if no one can take your call. We will get back to
you!)

COMMUNITY HELP CENTERS
211 HELPLINE for Immediate
Assistance
Alcoholism

Domestic Abuse
Drugs
Hunger

Potter’s Hands Foundation
Pregnancy

Rape/Sexual
Assault
Runaway
Suicide
Teen Helpline and Online
Chat Help

Institute for Human Services (IHS) – The 211 Helpline connects people with available health & human services help in
our community.
Alcoholics Anonymous of the Corning area:
Christ Episcopal Church, corner of 1st and Cedar St. (#39)
Meetings are on Tuesdays at 8:00 p.m.
Please enter at back alley door.
The NET Shelter, Domestic Support group meets Wednesday evenings (6pm - 7pm) at the shelter
Drug Abuse Hotline

Just dial 211

Corning Community Food Pantry
11715 East Corning Road, Corning
Salvation Army of Corning, NY
32 Denison Pkwy East, Corning
Human trafficking safe house in upstate NY

607-962-6750

Planned Parenthood of the Southern Finger Lakes, Corning
Health Center, 35 West William St, Corning
Pregnancy Resource Center of the Valleys
300 Nassar Civic Center, Corning
SARC – Sexual Assault Resource Center
24/7 Hotline
National Runaway Safeline
National Hopeline Network also serving
The Veterans Crisis Line
2-1-1 Teen Helpline
2-1-1 Teen Chat
First Presbyterian Church of Corning
10:30 a.m. Sunday morning Worship service
ALL ARE WELCOME!

LAPP MEMORIAL COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP
DEADLINE APRIL 15, 2021

www.211helpline.org
1-888-425-2666
www.al-anon.org
1-800-286-3407
1-800-511-9225

607-962-4681
1-888-3737-888
Hotline
607-962-4686

607-936-3100
1-888-810-0093
1-800-RUNAWAY
1-800-786-2929
1-800-SUICIDE
1-800-784-2433
Just dial 211
www.211helpline.org/teen

Would you like to receive regular news
updates from the Presbytery of Geneva? We would love to add you to our
mailing list! Please fill out the information below and either send to officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.org
OR Presbytery of Geneva, PO Box
24393, Rochester NY 14624. Thank
you!
Name: ___________________________
Congregation, if applicable:
_________________________________
Email: ___________________________
Phone: ___________________________
Mailing address: ___________________

IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO RECEIVE UPDATES
FROM THE PRESBYTERY OF GENEVA,
FILL OUT THIS FORM
AND MAIL OR EMAIL
TO THE PRESBYTERY
OF GENEVA TODAY
It is important to the Presbytery that everyone in congregations has access to
Presbytery notices, events,
and information. To that
end, we are looking to expand our mailing list.

_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

Join with Presbyterians worldwide in sharing God’s love with
our neighbors-in-need around
the world by providing relief
from disasters, food for the hungry, and support for the poor
and oppressed. This Lenten
season, please give generously
to One Great Hour of Sharing.
When making your donation
designate OGHS between February 17-April 24.

February 2021 - Trivia 10 ANSWER
Last month’s Trivia picture shows the Northwest corner of the original building. This was taken in
1953, if the labeling is correct. This exposed area becomes the Pine Street entrance.
First Presbyterian Church Building March 2021 - Trivia #11

Can you guess where in the church I can be found? What is it I do?
Email Curt at sexton@corningpresby.org with your guess.
Check out next month’s Messenger for the answer and another bit of Church Building Trivia.

THE LIBRARY/LOUNGE MAY BE
GETTING AN UPGRADE
The Trustees of FPC are looking to upgrade our
library/lounge. Before we go too far with this project, we want to make sure we have input from all
interested parties. Marty Coates will be chairing a
committee that will be gathering input. If you
want to be part of this process, contact Marty
mars588387@yahoo.com or the church office. Meetings will take place via Zoom, but if you
do not have computer access you still can participate via your phone. Hopefully, meetings will start
on this project during the month of March.
Ernie Danforth

ESTIMATE OF GIVING FOR 2021
Our church has a long-standing tradition of its members and friends of making an annual commitment of financial support to the operating budget. Your “estimate of giving” is critical for planning and implementing our annual budget.
Throughout this COVID-19 pandemic, despite many program changes, our staff salaries and benefits, utilities, supplies and maintenance costs have continued, and some have increased. All
church committees were asked and have worked diligently to hold or decrease costs wherever possible. The simple fact is that your commitment during these troubling times, if possible, is needed
to carry-on God’s work and mission through our church.

Please prayerfully consider making your estimate of giving for 2021 using the form below, and
returning it to the church office as soon as possible.
Finance/Stewardship Committee

CORNING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

MY ESTIMATE OF GIVING
Your response to the financial needs of the church enables the Finance/Stewardship Team to
plan for, and meet the operating expenses and mission projects of the church.
Based on how God has blessed you and those you love, please consider your commitment to
Christ and his Church.
MY COMMITMENT IS $____________________________ PER:

□WEEK □MONTH □QUARTER □ANNUAL
NAME _______________________________________________ DATE ____________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________

PHONE (____)_____________

CITY ____________________________________ STATE ___________________ ZIP _________

(This commitment may be revised or cancelled at any time at my request)

VALENTINE TREATS FOR LOCAL
SHUT-INS
The Deacons prepared and delivered 17
Valentine bags of treats to our shut-ins to
their homes or care facilities where they
live on Saturday, February 13. Each bag
contained 4 pieces of fruit, a cereal bar, a
pack of hot chocolate, a heart shaped piece
of chocolate, a pen or pen/devotional
booklet, and a Lenten activity sheet. Although we are not able to visit our shut-ins,
we want them to know we are thinking of
them. Pictured is Deacon Tori Holmes
presenting one of the treat bags to church
member Joan Woodhouse.

“ASHLESS” ASH WEDNESDAY
WORSHIP SERVICE, FEBRUARY 17

Reading Plan for “Mere Christianity”
Week
0
1
2
3
4
-

Date
1/13/21
1/20/21
1/27/21
2/03/21
2/10/21
2/17/21

Chapters
Introduction
Book 1, Ch. 1-2
Book 1, Ch.3-5
Book 2, Ch. 1-3
Book 2, Ch. 4-5
Class Canceled

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

2/24/21
3/3/21
3/10/21
3/17/21
3/24/21
3/31/21
4/7/21
4/14/21

Book 3, Ch. 1-2
Book 3, Ch. 3-6
Book 3, Ch. 7-10
Book 3, Ch. 11-12
Book 4, Ch. 1-3
Book 4, Ch.4-6
Book 4, Ch. 7-9
Book 4, Ch. 10-11

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT THE NEW LOOK TO OUR WEBSITE!
Pastor Jeff has been busy making our website functional, user friendly and pleasing to the eye!

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

MONTH OF MARCH
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
15 Bob & Mona Behrens

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
1
5
9
13
19
20
21

David Smith
Robert Dates
Marcia Creelman
John Keech
Bonita Coates
Kyle Landin
John Fisher
Bob Boell
If we miss your special day, please
let us know so we can include the
information on our calendar.

Members, *children under 18, and
non-member participants for whom
we have birthday and anniversary
information.

MARCH
2021
SUN

7

10:30a
Communion
Worship
Service
FACEBOOK
YOUTUBE

14

10:30a
Worship
Service
FACEBOOK
YOUTUBE

21

10:30a
Worship
Service
FACEBOOK
YOUTUBE

28

10:30a
Worship
Service
FACEBOOK
YOUTUBE

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13

11:00a ZOOM
Bible Study
“Mere
Christianity”

11:00a ZOOM
Fellowship
5:30p Trustees

17

18

19

20

11:00a ZOOM
Bible Study
“Mere
Christianity”

11:00a ZOOM
Fellowship

24

25

26

27

15

22

6:30p Deacons
M&O
Committee

16

23

11:00a ZOOM
Bible Study
“Mere
Christianity”

11:00a ZOOM
Bible Study
“Mere
Christianity”

29

30

31

11:00a ZOOM
Bible Study
“Mere
Christianity”

11:00a ZOOM
Fellowship
5:30p Worship
Committee

11:00a ZOOM
Fellowship
6:30p Session

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

THE MESSENGER
First Presbyterian Church
1 East First Street
Corning, New York 14830
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Jesus Is
Our
Focus
In All
We Do

SUNDAY WORSHIP

10:30 AM

Our Facebook Page:
www.fb.me/CorningFirstPresby
The YouTube Channel:
www.bit.ly/CorningWorship

Bless the Lord, all his works, in all
places of his dominion. Bless the
Lord, O my soul.
Psalm 103.22
Reverend Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor
E-Mail: pastorjeff@corningpresby.org
Church Phone: 607-937-5419
Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
(closed 12 - 1 for lunch)
Church E-Mail: office@corningpresby.org
Web Page: www.corningpresby.org

Fb.me/CorningFirstPresby

The Messenger is published monthly.
DEADLINE for Messenger articles
is the 15th of the prior month. Ar ticles may be emailed to the church or
left in the church office.

