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Lent is coming! Lent begins on March 6, Ash Wednesday, and we will observe this holy day together at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary. The service will focus on our need for God in our lives and our desire to
turn away from all the things which keep us from experiencing the boundless grace and joy of God in
Jesus Christ. We will practice the ancient tradition of receiving the sign of the cross in ashes on this
day as a sign of our repentance. Those who wish to do so may come forward during the service and
receive the sign of the cross in ashes on their foreheads or the back of their hands. It is an opportunity
for us as a church community to rededicate ourselves to following the way of Jesus. For me this has
always been a powerful, emotional experience of faith and it is one I hope you will come and share.
In this Spirit, I would like to share with you a poem entitled “Looking Toward Jerusalem,” by the great
Presbyterian poet Ann Weems:
I
The journey to Bethlehem
was much more to my liking.
I am content kneeling here,
where there’s an aura of angels
and the ever-present procession
of shepherds and of kings
who’ve come to kneel to the Newborn
in whom we are newborn.
II
I want to linger here in Bethlehem
in joy and celebration,
knowing once I set my feet
toward Jerusalem
the Child will grow,
and I will be asked to follow.
III
The time of Light and Angels
is drawing to a close.
Just when I’ve settled contentedly
into the quiet wonder of the Star and Child,
He bids me leave
and follow.
How can I be expected to go back
into darkness
after sitting mangerside,
bathed in such Light?

IV
It’s hard to get away
this time of year;
I don’t know how I’ll manage.
It’s not just the time…
the conversation along the way
turns from Birth to Death.
I’m not sure I can stand
the stress and pain;
I have enough of those already.
Besides, I’ve found the lighting
on the road to Jerusalem
is very poor.
This time around, there is no Star…
V
The shepherds have left;
they’ve returned to the hillside
and to sheep.
The Magi, too, have gone,
having been warned in a dream,
as was Joseph,
who packed up his family and fled.
If I stay in Bethlehem,
I stay alone.
God has gone on toward Jerusalem.

This Lent, my prayer is that we will walk together to Jerusalem and experience the joy that began with new birth, endures suffering with grace, and ends with resurrection and eternal life.
Grace and peace to you all,
Pastor Jeff

CORNERS AT
FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

*

*

*

*

*

Memorial Garden
Growing Season Volunteers
A natural enhancement of our church
grounds, the Memorial Garden accents the
Pine Street property border and is enjoyed
by many passersby and church members
alike. Established to honor those who have
had a special place in the mission of our
church, the garden is planted with a diverse
palette of color and texture, punctuated by
welcoming sculpture and the soft sounds of
a centerpiece fountain.
The garden is dutifully maintained by church
volunteers who commit to two-week ‘care
missions’ over the growing season. Look for
the 2019 signups to begin
later this spring and
prayerfully consider your
participation!

Sunday School Breakfast
You are invited to attend our next Sunday School Breakfast on March 10th at 8:30
a.m. This is for adults and children both.
Enjoy our yummy pancakes cooked by
Head Chef Kirk Allen and his assistants.
Following breakfast, we invite you to attend
Sunday School. Join us and experience a
great start to your week by worshiping with
us!
Sunday School is followed by Worship at
10:30 a.m. when we
praise
our
Lord
through scripture, music, and prayer. We
hope you can join us!

Breakfast for Books
The Mission and Outreach Committee will be
sponsoring a pancake
“Breakfast for Books” to
benefit the Winfield Elementary School Literacy Program.
You can join in anytime between 8:00 a.m.
and 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall on
March 23rd. You donation of $8.00 per
person will go to purchase books for the
Winfield Reading Program. Children ages 8
and under are free.
Please bring your friends and family for a
delicious breakfast with proceeds to go to a
very worthy cause. For more information,
please contact Jennifer Nelson, or a member of the Mission and Outreach Committee.

Camp and Conference
Scholarship Fund
This endowment fund was created in 1991 to
encourage and assist church youth to attend
camps and conferences of the Presbyterian
Church or ecumenical church. Income from
the fund can be used for scholarships to assist with the costs of youth up to and including college age who attend these camps or
conferences. Attendance at the Presbytery
of Geneva’s Camp Whitman on Seneca Lake
is always a possibility.
This year, 2019, an event known as Triennium will be held at Purdue University. Triennium is an event open to all high school age
youth, including those who are entering high
school in 2019 or who graduated in 2019. In
the past, a number of our church youth have
attended Triennium. Most have found it to be
a positive, life-changing event. For more information about Triennium or other camp/
conference opportunities contact the church
office or speak to Pastor Jeff.

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS
POTTER’S HANDS FOUNDATION FUNDRAISER
SATURDAY, MARCH 16 - 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The First Presbyterian Church on 1054 West Clinton Street in Elmira will be sponsoring a “COME
WEAVE WITH US” make and take event where you can weave a basket to take home with you.
Potter’s Hands Foundation is a local ministry in the Corning-Elmira area working with survivors of
sex trafficking and sexual exploitation.
Tickets are $20.00 per person and space is limited so be sure to register early.
The ticket includes lunch and materials with your final Market Basket measuring about 10” x 6” x 6”.
Moderate hand dexterity and strength is required to weave this basket.
Please call 607-734-1614 or go to: www.firstpreselmira.org for more information. This event is being sponsored by the First Presbyterian Church in Elmira.

Hello,
My name is Tori (Holmes) and I am shaving my head for St. Baldrick’s. As some of you may know, St. Baldrick’s is an organization that
raises money for childhood cancer research. Childhood cancer is different
from adult cancers. Every two minutes a child is diagnosed with cancer.
In the US alone more children have died from cancer than from any other
disease. I would love to have your donation to help save more children.
Since I was the age of 8, I wanted to be a pediatric oncologist. I
am now a 12-year-old girl with a dream. When I was 6 turning 7, my
mother was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia; my little sister was
3, and my little brother on the way. During my Mom’s treatment we stayed at the Ronald McDonald
House where I saw families with children that had cancer. My family became friendly with Lacey, who
was diagnosed with stage 3C ovarian cancer. She was diagnosed at the age of 13, so she was just a year
older than I am now, and she is now a freshman in college. I saw just a sliver of what she went through
and I never wanted another person to go through what she went through. The thing that stings the
most is that her dream was to have kids; now because of cancer she will never give birth to a child.
Sometimes I imaged what would have happened if it was me or my sister with cancer and just how
much more pain my parents would have gone though. Since, I have seen the impact of childhood cancer, I know how I want to impact the world.
On St. Patrick’s Day I will go to the CPP high school and shave my head. By shaving my head, I
know what it feels like when kids have chemotherapy and lose their hair. So, I can feel close to them. I
can feel just a little bit of the hardships that they had to face at such a young age. I feel the closest to
them that I may ever feel. If you want to donate to me and my cause my link is:

https://www.stbaldricks.org/participants/mypage/1006847/2019
(Tori is the daughter of Brendan and Kim Holmes)

MISCELLANEOUS HAPPENINGS
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
1
5
9
11
12
13
19
20
21
28

David Smith
Robert Dates
Marcia Creelman
Andy Sebelle
Kelly Reppert
Bill Sebelle
Ashley Taylor
Tom Speciale
John Keech
Bonita Coates
Kyle Landin
John Fisher
Bob Boell
April Millhollen

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
15

Robert & Mona Behrens

LITURGISTS NEEDED
There are still many openings
on our schedule for Sunday
Morning Liturgists. If you are
able to assist, please sign up
on the list located on the bulletin board outside the church office. All materials and readings
are provided to you prior to the
Sunday you choose. Please
consider being a part of our
Sunday
Morning
Worship
Team!
MARCH FELLOWSHIP
SCHEDULE
March 3rd Handbell Choir
March 10th P.L. & F.
March 17th M.G. & E.
March 24th P.L. & F.
March 31st Faith Formation

LENTEN SUPPER and LENTEN READINGS (Christianity’s Family Tree)
Lenten Suppers and Readings will take place each Wednesday in March, starting on the 13th.
Suppers will begin at 6:00 p.m. and the Lenten readings will begin promptly at 6:30. You can
come for the potluck supper, or just attend the readings if you wish. The topic will be
“Christianity’s Family Tree”.

SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER
There will be a Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser to benefit the Corning Community
Food Pantry on Saturday, March 16 from 5:00 – 7:00 pm.
LOCATION:
Corning American Legion, 8 River Road, Corning
MENU:
Spaghetti and Meatballs featuring sauce donated by
Sorge’s Restaurant, Salad, bread and dessert
CO$T:
$9/person (Eat In or Take Out)

To order tickets – call Cheri Crozier 607-974-7818
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“He is the one you praise; he is your
God, who performed for you those
great and awesome wonders you saw
with your own eyes.”
Deuteronomy 10:21 (NIV)

Reverend Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor
E-Mail: pastorjeff@corningpresby.org
Church Phone: 607-937-5419
Church Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
(closed 12 - 1 for lunch)
Church E-Mail: office@corningpresby.org
Web Page: www.corningpresby.org
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