
 
Pastor’s Message  

 
At this point, after two weeks of sermons and study of our new Catch! program, you may be 

saying to yourself, Is this really for me? 

The answer is both yes and no.  Yes, in the sense that, as Christians, each and every one of 
us is called by God to share our faith with people who do not yet know Jesus Christ.  In 1 Peter 3:15 
it says “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have.”  The expectation is not that each of us must become the next Billy Graham 
(God rest his soul).  God’s expectation is that each us, with gentleness and respect (3:16), would 
share the good news that has been given us with people who need to hear it.  What is the good 
news?  As summaries go, you can’t go wrong with John 3:16-17: 

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through Him. 

Better than quoting this scripture at people, however, is telling them your story of how know-
ing Jesus has made your life better.  I think if we each took a moment to reflect, we would discover 
that we all have a story to tell about what Jesus has done for us.  We don’t need to be biblical schol-
ars to tell our own stories because we already know them by heart.  We just have to believe that our 
Jesus story is important and deserves to be shared. 

Is this really for me?  The other answer is “no.”  “No” in the sense that presumably you al-
ready know Jesus.  You are already an indispensable and inseparable part of His church.  But what 
about all of those people who are not, the people Jesus looked at long ago and had compassion for, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (Mat. 9:36).  What about 
them?  Who will God send to them?  Who will seek and save the “lost” of today?  If you are starting 
to feel a little anxious and worried about them, then you are starting to get the picture.  We are it.  
We are, as someone said, the only Bible most people will ever read.  Will we be a blank page, will 
we be indecipherable gibberish, or will we be the truth they need to hear about God’s boundless 
love for them?  God has entrusted this message of eternal importance to us.  Personally, sometimes 
I think God must be out of His mind to do so.  But there it is.  Like when I was a boy, and my father 
handed me something fragile and told me to hold it for him, and I asked him, “What if I drop it?”  And 
he said, “Don’t drop it.”  We have been handed the priceless message of salvation to hold for a time 
and then pass on.  Don’t drop it. 

All ©hurches wish for a miracle-working evangelist to show up and fill the church, but now as 
mature Christians we must look in the mirror and recognize that we are the ones we have been wait-
ing for.  As the Lord asked aloud in the presence of the prophet Isaiah, “Whom shall I send? And 
who will go for us?”  May we, like Isaiah, respond faithfully, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Wishing you a New Year that is filled with joyful discipleship, 
 
Pastor Jeff 
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SHEPHERD’S TABLE 
 

Did you know?   
 
We at First Presbyterian Church par-
ticipate in an event know as Shep-
herd’s Table.  Most Sundays of the 
year about 20 different family, com-
munity, merchant or church groups 
take a turn preparing an evening 
Sunday meal at the Corning Salva-
tion Army.  We prepare and serve 
the meal to between 35 – 50 people 
on our week.  A member of the con-
gregation serves as our chief chef.   
We also provide servers (typically 3 
– 4 people) to assist the chef and 
finally we prepare 3 – 4 cakes for the 
dessert.  We need to arrive by ap-
proximately 3:00 pm and we are fin-
ished by approximately 6:00 pm.  
Our dates for 2018 are:  April 15, Ju-
ly 22 and September 30.   

I will be looking for our April volun-
teers very soon to either assist with 
the set-up and serving or baking a 
cake.  If you are interested please 
call me (Cheri Crozier) at 974-7818. 

Thank you for your support of this 
important outreach mission for our 
church  

 

CORNERS AT 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
 

  *    *     *     *     *     *      
LAPP MEMORIAL COLLEGE  

SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FUND 

 
The name of our college scholarship endow-
ment fund has been modified as reflected 
above to honor the Lapp family name.  The 
change was approved by Session vote on 
2/16/2018.  This fund was founded in 2013 
by Dr. Milton Lapp and his wife Margret in 
memory of their son Dr. Josef (J.C.) Lapp. 

The fund has grown rapidly through the gen-
erous donations of family, church, and com-
munity members.  This year the Major Gifts 
& Endowment Committee is offering 3 schol-
arships of $500 each.  Any person enrolled 
at a college or university is eligible to apply.  
Members or relatives of members of our 
church are given first consideration.   

Application forms are available at area high 
schools, the church office, and on the 
church website.  Completed applications are 
due in the church office no later than April 
15, 2018.  

SPAGHETTI AND MEATBALL  
DINNER 

 
Date:         Saturday, March 3rd  

Time:         5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Benefits:   Corning Comm Food Pantry 

Location:  Corning American Legion 

                    8 River Road, Corning 

Cost:        $9.00/person (eat in or take out) 

Features sauce donated by Sorge’s.   
 

Tickets are available from Cheri Crozier  
974-7818 



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES FOR MARCH 

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 
 
  1      David Smith      
  5      Robert Dates     
9      Marcia Creelman 

Andy Sebelle 
  Kelly Reppert 
11   Bill Sebelle 
          Ashley Taylor 
12   Tom Speciale 
13   John Keech 
  Bonita Coates 
19  Kyle Landin 
20   John Fisher 
21  Bob Boell 
28  April Millhollen 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
 
15      Bob & Mona Behrens 
 
If we miss your special day, please 
let us know so we can  include the 
information on our calendar. 
 

 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 
 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Supper Services:  

  6:00  Potluck Supper 
  6:30  CATCH!  Program 

March 25: Palm Sunday 

March 29: 6:00  pm   
      Maundy Thursday Soup Supper 
  7:30 pm 
      Tenebrae Service 

March 30:  Good Friday  (Church Office Closed) 
  Ecumenical Service at Noon 
  Christ Episcopal Church (1st Street) 

April 1: Easter 
  One Great Hour of Sharing 

DISCIPLES WINDOW 

Section # 9 
 

The Serpent in the Cup: is symbolic of 
John, brother of James the Greater, son 
of Zebedee and Salome, and cousin of 
Jesus.  An attempt was made to slay 
John by giving him a poisoned chalice, 
but Jesus (and John’s faith) saved him.  
Various attempts were made on his life, 
but he is the only one of the twelve to 
die a natural 
death.  John 
was in the Gar-
den with James 
the Greater, and 
Peter on the 
night of the be-
trayal.   
 

MESSENGER CONTEST 

Would you like to win a gift card for a beverage from a local 
business?  Frank Hamm won one in February!  Look for the 
© symbol in this newsletter and call the office (by March 10)  
to let us know you found it.  Names are drawn each month 
and you will be notified if you win.  Good luck!   

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, 
“and I will make you fishers of 

men.”  Matthew 4:19  NIV 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1 EAST FIRST STREET 

CORNING, NEW YORK 14830 
 

Church Phone: 607-937-5419 
Church Fax: 607-937-9731 

 
Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - Noon 
 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 
Church Email:  office@corningpresby.org 

Visit us on the web: 
www.corningpresby.org 

 
 

Sunday School:      9:00 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School:   9:30 a.m. 

Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time:  11:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for April Messenger articles is 
March 15th.  Articles may be emailed to 
office@corningpresby.org  or left in the 
church office.  

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 

God has not left himself without a witness in doing 
good - giving you rains from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, and filling you with food and your hearts 
with joy.      Acts 14:17  


