
 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 
 

Lent is coming!  Lent begins on March 1, Ash Wednesday, and we will observe this holy 
day together at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary.  The service will focus on our need for God in 
our lives and our desire to turn away from all the things which keep us from experiencing 
the boundless grace and joy of God in Jesus Christ.  We will practice the ancient tradition 
of receiving the sign of the cross in ashes on this day as a sign of our repentance.  Those 
who wish to do so may come forward during the service and receive the sign of the cross 
in ashes on their foreheads or the back of their hands.  It is a an opportunity for us as a 
church community to rededicate ourselves to following the way of Jesus.  For me this has 
always been a powerful, emotional experience of faith and it is one I hope you will come 
and share.   

In this Spirit, I would like to share with you a poem entitled “Lent,” by the great Presbyteri-
an poet Ann Weems: 

Lent is a time to take the time  
 to let the power of our faith story take hold of us, 
a time to let the events  
 get up and walk around in us, 
a time to intensify  
 our living unto Christ, 
a time to hover over  
 the thoughts of our hearts, 
a time to place our feet in the streets of Jerusalem  
 or to walk along the sea and listen to his word, 
a time to touch his robe 
 and feel the healing surge through us, 
a time to ponder and a time to wonder … 
 
Lent is a time to allow a fresh new taste of God! 

 
This Lent, my prayer is that we all may experience together “a fresh new taste of God” 
and be so nourished by Him that we are able to feed others in His Spirit. 

Grace and peace to you all, 
Pastor Jeff 
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PASSOVER PRESENTATION 
 

You are invited to attend a special presentation on Passo-
ver which will be presented by Rabbi Oren Steinitz, from 
Congregation Kol Ami in Elmira.  This will take place on 
Thursday, March 23 at 7:00 p.m.  Please join us!  

DO YOU KNOW WHAT PASSOVER IS? 
 
Passover is a Jewish festival celebrating the exo-
dus from Egypt and the Israelites’ freedom from 
slavery to the Egyptians.  Read the book of Exo-
dus which writes about the origin of Passover!   



 

College Scholarship Applications 
 

   The Lapp College Scholarship Fund will be 
awarding two $500.00 Scholarships in 2017.  Applica-
tions are available through the office or on our website.  
Please feel free to share this information.  The applica-
tion deadline is April 15, 2017.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Sue in the Church Office.   

 
 
 
 

  Upcoming Mission Trip 
 

Are you looking for a way to…. 
 Take another step in your faith journey? 
 Help others in need but aren’t sure where to start? 
 Connect with other F.P.C. members? 

 Spread God’s grace & experience a miracle? 

The Mission and Outreach Committee is excited to announce 
that FPC Corning will be sponsoring several mission trips this 
year.  The first trip will be the week of  April 23 - 29 and will 
be a partnership with the Presbytery of Geneva and the W.V. 
Ministry of Advocacy and Workcamps, Inc. to bring in volun-

teers to help with clean-up and rebuild of several towns.   

This trip we will be going to West Virginia where  Summers-
ville and neighboring towns were devastated by heavy rains 
and flooding in June 2016.  All types of skills are needed 
since the work will range from debris removal, demolition of 
interior and exterior of building structures, building recon-

struction, painting and sharing God’s grace.   

The cost will be $125.00 per person. If you are interested in 
joining this Journey of Grace, please contact Derwin Nelson 

(607) 973-2919 or the church office (607) 937-5419.    

An informational meeting will be held in the library following 
Worship on March 5th.  

Souper Bowl of Caring 

The church sent $263.00 to the Corning Food Pantry from the 
offering on ‘Souper Bowl Sunday’.  Thank you to everyone 
who so generously contributed to this cause.   

 

CORNERS AT 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
 
 
 

  *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *  
 

Property/Maintenance Fund 
 

   The purpose of the Property/Maintenance Fund is to 
underwrite the costs of property care, maintenance and 
enhancement of First Presbyterian Church.  The fund 
was created with legacies from Edward Hinehart Smith, 
Jessie E. Corbin, Edwin P. James, Harold W. Smith and 
Mary Heermans. 
   The income from the fund is used for the maintenance 
and upkeep of all church property, including the manse, 
for reasonable or proper modernization or refinements 
to existing facilities, and for equipment considered es-
sential for property maintenance and upkeep. 
   The Valentine Brother Pratt Fund has essentially the 
same policy. 

   Monies from these funds has been transferred to the 

operating account in recent years to offset the cost of 

maintenance on the buildings and contracts on the or-

gan, elevator, office equipment and inspections. 

 

 

Potters Hands & Painting for a 
Purpose 

 
    

The Painting for a Purpose event 
held on February 10 was a big success and raised 
a total of $1915.00 for the Potters Hands Founda-
tion.  Everyone who attended had a wonderful 
time while supporting this cause.  Check out Face-
book for some pictures of the wonderful rooster 
masterpieces. 

   Marty Coates and Derwin Nelson assisted by 
making sure we had plenty of food and drinks and 
helping with replenishing of supplies while we all 
painted.  They also helped clean up afterwards.  

   If you wish to donate to the Potters Hands Foun-
dation, you can partner with them to help end sex 
trafficking and exploitation.  Go to this website: 
thepottershandsfoundation.org for more infor-
mation.   



 

Honoring Our Girl Scouts 
 

The church will be honoring our Girl Scouts on March 19.   The purpose of 
this special day, which celebrates the birthday of Girl Scouting, is to em-
phasize the Girl Scout promise of “On my honor, I will try to serve God”.  
Girl Scouting includes many of the principles and values across all religions 
and this is a time when girls are encouraged to reflect on the meaning of 
their promise.  Please be sure to attend and support this enduring tradition.  
 

 

Corning Garden Club 
 

   The Corning Garden Club will be sponsoring  a speaker, Land-
scape Architect Michael Haas, ASLA, RLA. His talk will be “Site 
Design and Landscaping in the Southern Tier”  and will focus on 
the planning and process behind some of our region’s premier 
scenic outdoor landscapes and public spaces.  Mr. Haas has  
managed projects such as Corning’s Centerway Square, Conflu-
ence Park and Chenango River Promenade, and the Binghamton 
Waterfront Development Project. Additional 
topics will be ideas the home gardener can 
implement. 
   The talk is scheduled for Thursday March 
9 at 6:30 pm in the Pentecost Room. All are 
welcome! 

Easter Flower Orders 

   Would you like to place a plant in the church for Easter Sunday 
on April 16th?  The plants will be a part of our Easter celebration 
and can then bring joy to others, or you may keep them yourself.   
   Order forms are available in the office, at the back of the 
church, in the Messenger, or in the church office.  If you wish to 
have the plants you purchase delivered, the Deacons will deliver 
the plants to members on their calling list (following the Easter 
Worship service).   
   Please make checks payable to “First Presbyterian Church” 
and note “Easter Flowers” on the memo line.  The deadline for 
orders is March 15th and we have a limited supply so please be 
sure to order early!     

EASTER  
(Dates and events to keep in mind) 

 
March 1 - 7:00 p.m.   Ash Wednesday Service 
March 8 - April 12 -    6:00 p.m. (dish to pass) 
   Wednesday night Lenten supper services  
April 9 -    Palm Sunday   
April 13 -  6:00 p.m.  
                Maundy Thursday w/ soup supper 
   7:30 p.m.  Tenebrae Service 
April 14 -  Good Friday (office closed) 
April 16 -  Easter Sunday  

Upcoming - Dinner Theater 

Please join us on Saturday, April 1st , at 7:30 p.m. to see 

Les Miserables at Corning-Painted Post High School. 

Dinner will be before the performance at a restaurant 

to be determined.  Keep an eye out for that announce-

ment.  Tickets will be available for purchase at fellowship 

time on March 12th and 19th.  If you miss the ticket sales, 

you are welcome to buy your own ticket directly from the 

high school box office and join us for dinner. Dinner reser-

vations are due by Wednesday, March 29th. This promis-

es to be a most enjoyable evening! 

Lenten Supper Services 

Beginning Wednesday, March 8, and on each of the six 
Wednesdays in Lent there will be a potluck supper in the 
Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m. followed by a brief video and 
discussion.  This year, we will be watching Creed by Ad-
am Hamilton, and discussing together the basic building 
blocks of Christian faith that have been passed down to 
us in the Apostles' Creed.  Come and eat and fellowship 
and find answers to the questions you've always had but 
were afraid to ask, like "Why do we have to say we be-
lieve in 'the holy catholic church' when we're Presbyteri-
ans?"  Bring a dish to share, table service, and invite a 

friend! 



MARCH BIRTHDAYS AND  
ANNIVERSARIES 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
     
 1     David Smith  
 5      Bob Dates  
 9      Marcia Creelman      
        Andy Sebelle 
        Kelly Reppert 
11    Bill Sebelle 
        Ashley Taylor 
12    Tom Speciale 
13     John Keech 
         Bonita Coates 
15    *Connor McEwen 
19     Kyle Landin 
20     John Fisher 
21     Bob Boell 

    Bill Sebelle, Jr. 
27    *Abby Chang 
28     April Millhollen 
 
 
 
Members, *children under 18, and non-member partici-
pants for whom we have birthday and anniversary in-
formation.  If we miss your special day, please let us 
know so we can add it to our calendar.   

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
 
15      Bob & Mona Behrens       
 
 

NEED TRANSPORTATION FOR AN  
IMPORTANT APPOINTMENT? 

 
Do you need transportation for an 
important appointment?  The Dea-
cons will arrange for a ride for you 
BUT we do need one or two days 

advance notice. 

Please call the church office at 937-
5419 or call Mary Baer at 962-4155 

for further details.  

Please pray for the family and friends of Doris Shanahan as 
she went home to be with her Lord and Saviour on February 
9, 2017.  Doris was a dedicated member of the church and 
served as an Elder and Deacon during her time with us.   

Special Session Meeting 

A special session meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, March 5th, to examine officers.  Installation and 
Ordination of officers will be held during Worship on March 
5th. Please join us with a prayerful heart during this im-
portant Worship Service.   



                                   

 THE MESSENGER 
First Presbyterian Church  

1 East First Street 

Corning, New York 14830 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1 EAST FIRST STREET 

CORNING, NEW YORK 14830 
 
 

Church Phone: 607-937-5419 
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Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
9:00 a.m. - Noon 

 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

Church Email:  office@corningpresby.org 
Visit us on the web: 

www.corningpresby.org 
 
 

Sunday School:      9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time:  11:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for April Messenger articles 
is March 15th.  Articles may   either be 
emailed to the church or left in the church 
office. Any information received   after the 
15th will appear in the next month’s issue. 

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 


