
 

 

 
Jesus said: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 
my love. If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete” (John 15:9-11 
NIV). 

***** 

Summer is a time when we shed the gray cocoon we wrapped ourselves in all winter long and 
emerge into the sunshine ready to play.  Especially in our little corner of New York, we get so tired of 
looking up and seeing nothing but gray skies and falling rain.  So I think we enjoy summer just a bit more 
than people who see the sun more often. 

And that is as it should be.  There is joy in the heart of God and Jesus came because God wants us 
to experience that same joy within ourselves (John 15:9-11).  This may come as a surprise to those of us 
raised in dour churches where exclamations of joy were looked upon with suspicion.  There is an old joke 
that a Presbyterian is someone who is kept awake at night by the anxious thought that someone, some-
where is having a good time.  I have known Presbyterians and other Christians who are like this, but 
thankfully none of them are a part of our church community! 

But as we enjoy our summer fun in God’s good creation, we should be careful that we do not 
settle for less than what God wants to give us.  In his essay “The Weight of Glory,” C. S. Lewis challenges 
us to reconsider those pleasures we pursue with so much effort: 

Indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the stagger-
ing nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that Our 
Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted 
creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy 
is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in 
a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday 
at the sea. We are far too easily pleased. 1 

This summer, when it comes to what gives us joy, I challenge us all to not be too easily pleased.  
There are many pleasures that are fleeting but there are also joys that are eternal: doing something 
good for another person which makes them happy, setting aside work to play with a child or grandchild, 
spending time in God’s word while enjoying some fresh air, raising your voice in worship alongside your 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  Let us not just be content to make time pass without also making our time 
count in ways that bring lasting joy to others and ourselves.  For in doing so, we will experience the true 
joy of Jesus Christ in our hearts and our joy will be made complete in Him. 

 

Grace and peace to you all, 
Pastor Jeff 

The JUNE Messenger 

1  C. S. Lewis, Weight of Glory (Collected Letters of C.S. Lewis) (p. 27). HarperOne. Kindle Edition.  



PENTECOST SPECIAL OFFERING 
 
The Pentecost Offering, which will be collect-

ed on June 09, helps our youth begin life 

with a strong start - a solid foundation of faith 

formed in the years from childhood through 

young adulthood.   

40% is distributed by our church 

25% supports Young Adult Volunteers 

throughout the world,  

25% supports Youth Ministries  

10% is devoted to children at risk by improv-

ing education and providing safe haven.  

Our congregation is joining the whole church 

in building for our future by building individu-

al lives of faith.   

 

 

CORNERS AT 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
 
 

  *     *     *     *     *     *      
 

Music Support Fund 

The purpose of the Music Support Fund is to 

enhance and enlarge the music program be-

yond what the annual budget is able to sup-

port, with emphasis on special events and 

needs.  The fund was established April 16, 

1991 with a bequest from William Bong.   In 

April 2004 a bequest from Jean McKinley 

Waaland was added.  In July 2014 a bequest 

from Mary Lou McBurney was added.  In 

June 2016 a bequest from Forrest Behm was 

added.    

Income from the Fund shall 

be used for any area of the 

First Presbyterian Church 

music program.  It shall be 

for purposes not covered 

by the annual budget or to 

supplement needs not fully 

met by the budget. 

LAPP MEMORIAL COLLEGE  

SCHOLARSHIPS TO BE 

AWARDED 

 

Please join us on June 16th at 

10:30 for Morning Worship.  At that time, we 

will be honoring our three recipients of the 

2019 Lapp Memorial College Scholarship.  

You will also be able to learn a little more 

about each of them and their future plans.   

Our recipients are: 

Katelyn Beck  -  CPP High School 

Brynne Ketchum  -  CPP High School 

Alyssa Lynde  -  Addison High School 

Congratulations ladies!   A brief reception will 

follow Worship.  

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR MAY 2019 
 

INCOME   $  51,097.98 
 
EXPENSES  $104,192.78 
 
DEFICIT    $  53.094.80  
 
BALANCE     $  16,895.45  

 

As of June 1 there are 214 
days until Christmas!  

We are happy to welcome Rosemary Madi-
gan-Strong as our new Administrative Assis-
tant.  She will be training the last two weeks 
of June.  Be sure to stop in and say hello!  



 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO BE A GOOD STEWARD AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
 

Definition of stewardship. 1 : the office, duties, and obligations of a steward. 2 : the con-

ducting, supervising, or managing of something especially the careful and responsible manage-

ment of something entrusted to one's care (such as) stewardship of natural resources.  

Apr 12, 2019 (according to the Meriam-Webster Dictionary) 

 

Caring for our Memorial Garden and church grounds is a perfect way to show that you are a 

good steward of the beauty that has been entrusted to our care.  Every summer we offer the op-

portunity for folks to participate in caring for our Memorial Gardens.  If you are able to sign up for 

a week of watering and light weeding, it would be greatly appreciated!  If you think you can’t tell 

the difference between a weed and a plant, Kay Rogus will be happy to help you out. If it rains 

enough to water the plants during your week - then you only need to do light weeding.  You don’t 

have to be here every day (during your week) and can choose your days and times.  This is also 

a great way for kids to get some volunteer hours in and learn how to be a good steward and pre-

serve our natural resources.   

The weeks still open are: June 10th,  June 17th,  July 1st,  July 8th,  August 19th, and into Sep-

tember as needed.  Sign up soon, we hope the slots fill up fast!     

 

 

 

 

 

OPPORTUNITY TO BE A LITURGIST 

 

Do you know what the word Liturgist means?  When applied to Christian Worship, the word 

"liturgy" means "the work of the people".   Being a liturgist is a ministry and you can help by 

providing support during Worship.  As Christians, we are all called to minister to others, and this 

is one of the many opportunities available in our church to use your voice to help others worship 

God.    

Generally, you will lead the Call to Worship, Prayer of Illumination, the first Scripture reading, 

and the Affirmation of Faith.  All information will be given to you in advance and you will be able 

to use your own Prayer of Illumination or one can be provided to you.   

If you feel led to assist in morning Worship by providing liturgical support, please use the sign-up 

sheet located on the bulletin board outside the church office, or contact Susan Vermillion or the 

church office and ask to be put on the schedule.     

The weeks still open are: July 7 and each Sun-

day thereafter through the end of the year.  



 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
 

  2 Ken Baer 
11  Alyson Sharman 
14 Jacquelyn Jones 
15  Peggy Schuckers 
 Nicole Ecker 
16 Gil Creelman 
 Elisabeth Tober  
17 Kathryn Baker 
 * Michael Sheldon 
 * Caroline Sheldon 
 * Noah Sharman 
18  Grace Kelly 
 Carly Morrisey 
19  Charlene Hevey 
21 Chris Sharman 
22  Margaret Brill 
23  Susan Vermillion 
24 * Charlotte Rogus 
 * Emma Rogus 
 * Natalie Rogus 
28 Lloyd Young 
 Diana Neuner 
 * Liam Holmes 
30 Charlie McLaren 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
 

  3 Roger & Rosalie Grigsby 

  4 Mike & Becky DeRosa 

11  Eric & April Millhollen 

12  David & Diane Rudy 

17 Doug & Tracey Kelly 

30  Skip & Alice Moore 

CHURCH PICNIC 
 
With summer comes picnics, and 
the time for our annual church one 
is coming up quickly!   Save the date 
of  Sunday, June 30 at 2:00 p.m.  
for the annual picnic.  
 

Festivities will be in the Caton Town Park.  If you are 
able, please bring a dish to pass, but this is not man-
datory.  Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided 
as will beverages.  Please bring your own table ser-
vice or use the disposable which will  be provided.   
Families and friends are all invited. 
 

Join us for a fun time of fellowship and delicious 
food.    

SUMMER FELLOWSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

June 2 P.L. & F. 
June 9           Choir 
June 16 Father’s Day  (P.L. & F.) 
June 23 Diana N. & Barb S. 
June 30 Church Picnic   (see above) 

 
 

Some Humor to Brighten Your Day 
 
Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel 

were sitting together during church services. Joel gig-

gled, sang, and talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had 

enough. 'You're not supposed to talk out loud in church.'  

 

'Why? Who's going to stop me?' Joel 

asked.   Angie pointed to the back of the 

church and said, 'See those two men stand-

ing by the door? They're hushers.'  

JUNE 2019 



 

 

 First Presbyterian Church 
1 East First Street, Corning, 
August 5 - 9 from 9:00 a.m. until Noon each day 

 

Register at Cokesburyvbs.com/corningpresby 

Facebook:  Corning First Presbyterian Church 

For more information contact the  
First Presbyterian Church, Corning 
607-937-5419 

August 5th -9th   9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Name: ________________________________________________  

Phone: __________________________ 

Email: ___________________________ 

Adult______  Youth_________ 

Please rank the top 3 areas you would like to work (*volunteers needed most): 

*Group Travel Leader___________             
Science______________________     
*Decorations__________________ 
Snack ___________________ 
Crafts ___________________ 
Storyteller ____________________ 

Other (i.e. help with snack or check-in etc.)   ________________ 

Please turn this form in to Lynde Ugoretz or the church office, or, you may leave it in the offering 
plate on a Sunday.   



                                   

 THE MESSENGER 
First Presbyterian Church  

1 East First Street 

Corning, New York 14830 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Reverend Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor 

E-Mail:  pastorjeff@corningpresby.org 

Church Phone:  607-937-5419 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  

(closed 12 - 1 for lunch) 

Church E-Mail:  office@corningpresby.org 

Web Page:  www.corningpresby.org 

 Fb.me/CorningFirstPresby 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for Messenger articles 
is the 15th of the prior month.  Ar ti-
cles may be emailed to the church or 
left in the church office.  

Jesus Is  
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 

“He is the one you praise; he is your 

God, who performed for you those great 

and awesome wonders you saw with 

your own eyes.”  
Deuteronomy 10:21 (NIV) 

SUNDAY WORSHIP      10:30 AM 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR    11:30 AM 

mailto:pastorjeff@corningpresby.org
mailto:office@corningpresby.org
http://www.corningpresby.org

