THE MESSENGER - JUNE 2017
“The Difference Between Visitors and Guests”
Does it matter whether we refer to those who are new to us as “visitors” or as “guests”? Before you
answer, consider these insights from churchingenuity.com:
“While it is a good thing to welcome those new to the church it is important for churches to watch
their language when it comes to how it welcomes and refers to those who have come to the church for the
first time. Oftentimes, these persons who are coming for the first time are referred to as “visitors.”
“Visitors” are welcomed to the church and invited to sign the pew pad. In the worst of all circumstances
“visitors” are asked to stand and be recognized.
“I have found it more helpful to use the word “guests” as opposed to visitors. The use of the word
“guests” to refer to people who are first, second or third time attendees is more than mere semantics or
word play.
“Let’s use an example from home life.
The visitor who comes to your door is the one who is coming for a short time for a specific task.
This is the insurance salesman. He rings your doorbell and more often than not you grudgingly get up wondering who it is who is bothering you at the door. Once you find out who it is
you try your best to get rid of this visitor (politely of course). Or, this is the mail carrier who is
dropping off the package that won’t fit in the mailbox. She drops it and goes.
Contrast these visitors to your home to those who you receive as guests. Guests are the people
who are truly important to you. They might be your boss from work coming for dinner. Or, it
might be your friend from high school you haven’t seen in years or the parents of your child’s
fiancé coming to your home. With these folks you are expecting them. They do not come by
surprise. You prepare for them. You clean the house and the bathrooms! You might get out
your best dishes or find that yummy recipe. You might get some fresh cut flowers. You eagerly await their arrival and warmly greet them when they arrive. You engage them during
their time with you and hope they will stay instead of wishing them out the door. When it is
time to go you warmly say good bye and thank them for coming.
“You can see why in the church we have to treat those who are coming to church for the first time
ever, for the first time in a long time, or the first or second or third time for any reason, as guests and not
visitors. Like guests in our home we must prepare for their coming, warmly greet them, engage them and
thank them for coming.”
Let’s see if we can put these thoughts into practice as we prepare to receive those whom God sends
our way!
Grace and peace to you all,
Pastor Jeff

CORNERS AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
M.G. & E. - Celebrations & Memorials
MG&E would like to remind you of an opportunity to honor or memorialize a person who has touched your
life. CELEBRATION GIFTS is a way to honor a relative, friend, or anyone who has had a positive influence on you or the life of the
church. It may be in celebration of a birthday, anniversary, or a job well done. The gift, in any amount, can be designated for any
endowment fund, or left undesignated for MG&E to select the fund. The power of our endowments is that your gift, added to the
principal of an endowment, will never be spent. Only what your gift earns through investment will be spent to support the work
of the endowment. Thus your gift is the gift that keeps on giving forever!
The CELEBRATION GIFTS form (sample shown at bottom of this page) can be found in the rear of the sanctuary, on the table in
the hallway, or in the church office. If picking one up is not convenient for you, call the church office at 607- 937-5419.

TELIAN FUND
The Telian Education Fund was established in 1986 by Margaret E. Telian in memory of Armen Telian and in honor of others of
the Telian Family. The purpose of the Fund is to support the Christian Education program of the First Presbyterian Church.
The use of the Fund shall be upon recommendation of the Faith Formation Committee to the Session for their approval. First
preference for the funds shall be for new projects, activities or support materials not covered by the annual budget – or to supplement the budget for the above.
Where appropriate, purposes supported by the Fund shall be noted in Messenger, Annual Report, or other such means.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
We are in the planning stages of our Summer Vacation Bible School and we
need your help. The tentative dates are August 7 - 11 in the mornings. We
need teachers, craft leaders, snack folks, music assistants, whatever your
strength is - we can use you. Our theme this year is “Heroes”. Please call the
church office at 937-5419 or contact Kirk Allen if you are able to assist. Meetings will be held periodically and will be publicized. May 25 1t 6:30 p.m. is the
next meeting. We hope to see you there!

First Presbyterian Church
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Corning, NY 14830

CELEBRATION GIFTS
“God Bless the Gift and the Giver”

In Honor of or In Memory of: _____________________________________________________________________________
From: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Occasion: ________________________________________________________

Amount: __________________________

FUND DESIGNATION:
___ Camp & Conference Fund
___ Jenness Library Fund
___ Landscape Fund
___ Mission Support Fund
___ Music Support Fund
___Organ Fund

___ Pratt Fund
___ Program Support Fund
___ Property & Maintenance Fund
___ Rutledge Fund
___ Schrickel Education Fund
___ College Scholarship Fund

___ Swenson Fund
___ Telian Education Fund
___ Vacation Bible School Fund
___ Weekday Preschool Scholarship
___ Other
____ Undesignated

CHURCH-WIDE YOUTH MINISTRY FORUM
JUNE 4

"Tales From the Madhouse"

On Pentecost Sunday, June 4, immediately following worship,
we will be holding a forum on the future of youth ministry in
this church in the Fellowship Hall. A light lunch will be
served. We are asking that all teenagers in our congregation,
and everyone who loves them and cares about them, make the
time to be there and to participate in the discussion. The Faith
Formation Committee and the Session believe that having a
vibrant youth ministry is vitally important for teenagers and for
the future of our church as a whole and that the lack thereof is
holding our church back from becoming the beacon of Jesus
Christ that it is called to be. We hope that you will agree and
be a part of this important discussion.

May 3rd - June 21st

Wednesday Night Series It's here! Wednesday evenings at 6:00
p.m., the haunting BBC video series "Tales from the Madhouse".
Set inside the crumbling walls of a dilapidated Victorian
sanatorium, eight mysterious characters reveal their secret
stories to the visiting camera. The eight are linked by one
unifying and crucial event in their lives: each of them has
had an encounter with Jesus of Nazareth in some way - an
experience that left an indelible mark. Each character
brushed with Jesus, but most missed the moment. They
touched the light then lingered in the shadows. They were
offered freedom but made friends with their chains. Now
they are haunted by the memory of what was and what
might have been. Here is an acclaimed series that opens
up the story of Jesus in a fascinating way.
Come and experience this unforgettable theatrical production. Feathering Pilate’s Wife starring Clair Bloom, The Rich
Man starring Peter France, The Best Friend starring Tony
Robinson, The Mourner starring Eileen Atkins, The Servant
Girl starring Helen Baxendale, Barabbas starring Joss Auckland, The Centurion starring James Cosmo, and The Thief
starring Jonathan Pryce. You won’t want to miss an episode!

Garden and flower pictures in this month’s Messenger
were provided courtesy of Bath Landin and Ken and Mary
Baer.

A potluck dinner will be held at 6:00 p.m. when you can
bring your favorite dish to pass if you wish or just come and
enjoy the food that is there. We always have extra for
everyone!

SUMMER CHURCH PICNIC

HELP NEEDED

June 11 at 3:00 p.m.

We need volunteers to help with the Memorial Garden and
front gardens this summer. If you would be willing to take
a week please sign up on the bulletin board in outside the
church office. The tasks are not difficult ( watering and
weeding) and you will be sent a reminder beforehand. Kay
Rogus will be glad to give you instructions if you are not
sure what to do. Your help is appreciated!

Save the date for the church picnic which is planned for
June 11 at 2:00 p.m. The rain date is June 18th. The picnic will be held in the Caton Town Park. If you are able,
please bring a dish to pass but it is not mandatory. The
church will provide hamburgers and hot dogs. Please
plan on attending and bring your family and friends to
this fun annual event!

DEDICATION OF KATE DANFORTH
COMMUNITY GARDEN
The dedication of the community garden in Kate
Danforth’s name will be June 10th at 1:30 at the Corning
Town Hall facility on the South Elm Street Side. We welcome everyone to join us to celebrate Kate.
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Ken Baer
Doris Randall
Alyson Sharman
Jacquelyn Jones
Peggy Schuckers
Nicole Ecker
Gil Creelman
Elisabeth Tober
Kathryn Baker
* Michael Sheldon
* Caroline Sheldon
* Noah Sharman
Grace Kelly
Carly Morrisey
Charlene Hevey
Chris Sharman
Margaret Brill
Susan Vermillion
* Charlotte Rogus
* Emma Rogus
* Natalie Rogus
Galer Perreault
Lloyd Young
Diana Neuner
* Liam Holmes
Charlie McLaren

Members, *children under 18,
and non-member participants
for whom we have birthday
and anniversary information.
You have made known to me the path of
life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your
right hand. Psalm 16:11.
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John & Meredith Watts
Roger & Rosalie Grigsby
Mike & Becky DeRosa
Eric & April Millhollen
David & Diane Rudy
Doug & Tracey Kelly
Skip & Alice Moore
Keith & Jennifer McEwen

If we miss your special day, please
let us know so we can include the
information on our calendar.
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.
Make every effort to keep the unity of the
Spirit through the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4: 2-3.

PENTACOST SUNDAY
JUNE 4
June 4 is Pentecost Sunday: The Pentecost Offering on June 4th helps our
Youth begin life with a strong start - a
solid foundation of faith formed in the
first third of life, from childhood
through young adulthood. As one of
four Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) the Pentecost Offering unites us in a church-wide effort to
support young people in Christ and
inspire them to share their faith, ideas,
and unique gifts with the church and
the world. When you give to the Pentecost Offering, your congregation
participates in the promise of the Holy
Spirit - which is "for you, for your children, and for all…" - Acts 2:39.

DRUM CIRCLE EVENT
The drum circle event held April 30th went very well with about 20 people
of all ages present. Everyone who
attended had a great time and we
might have found some budding
drummers in the group! David
Smith was able to provide drums of
all types and sizes for those who
attended so everyone had a chance
to see which one was a good fit for
them. Thank you David for hosting this and we look forward to
more of these events.

THE DISCIPLES WINDOW SECTION 2
Last month we explained Section 1 in the window which was
The Square and Lance, symbolic of Thomas. This month we
will look at Section 2, going clockwise, of the Disciples Window. Section 2 relates to The Bible and Ax, symbolic of the
disciple, Matthias. Matthias replaced Judas Iscariot and was chosen by lot from
120 in the upper room on the Day of Pentecost. He was one of Jesus’ original
disciples and had been with him since his baptism by John (Acts 1:15 - 26). He is
not mentioned again in the New Testament, but his symbol is the ax with which
he was beheaded for witnessing.

THE MESSENGER - JUNE 2017 SMILES
Twinkies and Root Beer
A little boy set out to meet God. He thought it could be a long trip to where God lives so he packed his
suitcase with Twinkies and a six-pack of root beer and started his journey.
When he had gone about three blocks he met an old man. He was sitting in the park just staring at
some pigeons. The boy sat down next to him and opened his little suitcase. He was about to take a drink
from his root beer when he noticed that the old man looked hungry so he offered him a Twinkie.

The elderly gentleman gratefully accepted it and smiled at the lad. His smile was so pleasant the boy
wanted to see it again, so he offered him a root beer. Again, he smiled at him. The boy was delighted!
They sat there all afternoon eating and smiling, but they never said a word.
As it grew dark, the boy realized how tired he was and he got up to leave, but before he had gone
more than a few steps, he turned around, ran back to the old man, and gave him a hug. He gave him his
biggest smile ever.
When the boy opened the door to his own house a short time later, his mother was surprised by the
look of joy on his face. She asked him, “What did you do today that made you so happy?” He replied, “I
had lunch with God.” But before his mother could respond, he added, “You know what? He’s got the most
beautiful smile I’ve ever seen!”
Meanwhile, the old man, also radiant with joy, returned to his home. His son was stunned by the look
of peace on his face and asked, “Dad, what did you do today that made you so happy?” He replied, “I ate
Twinkies in the park with God.” Before his son responded, he added, “You
know, he’s much younger than I expected.”
Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a
listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which
have the potential to turn a life around. People come into our lives for a reason,
a season, or a lifetime. Embrace all equally! — author unknown

Everything I need to know about life, I learned from Noah’s Ark
One:

Don’t miss the boat.

Two: Remember that we are all in the same boat.
Three: Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Noah built the Ark.
Four: Stay fit. When you’re 600 years old, someone may ask you to do something really big.
Five:

Don’t listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done.

Six:

Build your future on high ground.

Seven: For safety’s sake, travel in pairs.
Eight: Speed isn’t always an advantage. The snails were on board with the cheetahs.
Nine:

When you’re stressed, float a while.

Ten:

Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals.

Eleven: No matter the storm, when you are with God, there’s always a rainbow waiting.
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