PASTOR’S MESSAGE FOR THE JANUARY 2021 MESSENGER

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

A recent TV commercial for a popular online dating site shows Satan matching eleven months ago
with a woman who introduces herself as “2020.” This darkly humorous video shows them going on numerous dates in empty venues throughout the year and even stealing all the toilet paper out of a restroom. It culminates with the message “Make 2020 2021Your Own.”
Though this commercial is intended to satirize what we have all been dealing with this past year, it
is funny because it also reflects the way many of us have been feeling. It has felt at times like the Adversary
has had the upper hand. But as Christians we know this is not true. Our God is sovereign over all creation
and we know that, in Jesus Christ, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it” (John1:6 NIV). Also, in the words of my favorite psalm: “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom
shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1 NRSV).
Thanks be to God that we can begin this New Year in hope! Not only do we have the eternal hope
that is ours in Christ Jesus, but we have an earthly hope in the vaccines that have received approval and even
now are beginning to be distributed in our communities. Let us pray that the process of vaccinating our population goes smoothly, that people show wisdom in receiving the injections, and that we all persevere in
masking and physical distancing until it is safe to no longer do so. It would be foolish indeed if people were
to forsake the best means we have to keep people healthy when we are so close to our goal of ending this
pandemic. I pray that Christians and other people of faith everywhere will be a good example to our communities in acting to preserve our neighbor’s health and well-being.
None of us need worry overmuch about “Making 2021 Our Own.” 2021 belongs to God, as have all
the years and all the centuries beyond numbering. And so do we. In a passage that has often brought me
comfort and strength, the Apostle Paul writes:
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? … No, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8:35, 37-39 NRSV).
No matter what our circumstances, there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord! So be strong, my sisters and brothers, and let your heart take courage. Gifted by the
Holy Spirit, be filled with faith, hope, and love. Our God reigns, the night is almost over, the dawn arises,
and the light of the love of God shines upon us all.
God bless and keep you all healthy and safe in this new year and every year.
Your brother in Christ Jesus,
Pastor Jeff

CORNERS AT
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

2021 HOLIDAY OFFICE SCHEDULE
New Year’s Day Jan. 4 (Mon. after)
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Jan. 18
President’s Day Feb. 15
Good Friday (Fri.) Apr 5 (Mon. after Easter)
Memorial Day May 31
Fourth of July July 5 (Mon. after)
Labor Day Sep. 6
Columbus Day Oct. 11
Veteran’s Day Nov. 11
Thanksgiving Nov. 25 & 26
Christmas Day Dec. 27 (Mon. after)
Floating Holiday Staff Choice

THE CHURCH
MONTHLY INCOME AND
EXPENSE REPORT
INCOME
Income Jan 1 - Dec 4
$ 86,238.67
(pledges and special offerings)
EXPENSES
Expenses Jan 1 - Dec 4
$214,017.98
(salaries for staff of 4,
utilities, office and cleaning
supplies, maintenance, insurance,
Local and global mission)
DEFICIT TO DATE

REMEMBERING
OUR MEMBERS
The Deacons delivered
Christmas cards and
FPC coffee mugs filled
with treats to The Center, Brookdale, Wood
Brook, Appleridge, Absolut Care, Elcor and to
seven other church
members living in their
homes. It was the Deacons goal to let these
members know we have
them in our thoughts
and prayers even though
Covid prevents us from
visiting them in person.

$127,779.30

THE SEASON OF
ADVENT

Trivia #8 ANSWER
Trivia #8 ANSWER
Last month’s Trivia picture shows the bundle of internet fiber optic cables coming into the
Telecom Room from every room in the property and plugged into the interface.

First Presbyterian Church Building Trivia #9

Can you guess where in the church I can be found? What is it I do?
Email Curt at sexton@corningpresby.org with your guess.
Check out next month’s Messenger for the answer and another bit of Church Building Trivia.

CHANCEL FLOWERS
Donna Bodner, a member of our church living
in Florida, arranged for
flowers to be on the
chancel December 13 in
memory of Harold and
Mae Smith. The flower
arrangement was then
taken to Rosalie Grigsby at Appleridge in celebration of her birthday
on December 14. A
photo of the flowers
was sent to Donna.

COMMUNITY SINGS CHRISTMAS
Thank you to all who contributed a video performance for ‘Community Sings Christmas!” and
thank you to Corning First Presbyterian Church for sponsoring this virtual event.
Happy Holidays everyone!
Dave Smith
Music Director

The First Presbyterian Church
received this beautiful handmade
ceramic church made by Margaret Schneckenberger.
Brenda
McClure, generously donated her
grandmother’s
piece to the
church along with three vintage
Honco angel figurines. The ceramic church will be on display
in the office throughout the holiday season.

Thank you Stuart
and Barb Sammis
for taking the
time to deliver
pies to local Police, Firefighters
and EMT folks
on
Christmas
day.

Your contributions
to the “Mitten
Tree” this year far
exceeded expectations!
We were
able to send over
100 sets of mittens
and hats to the Salvation Army on
December 16 to be
distributed
throughout
the
community.

DRIVE THRU
WASSAIL
You can tell by all the smiling
eyes, the Drive Thru Wassail was
an enjoyable time had by all!
Jen Nelson, your dedication of
time and efforts on a chilly day
was very much appreciated. The
hot spiced wassail and sweet
treat goodie bags really hit the
spot. Thank you to helpers Derwin and Linde for serving and
taking pictures.

The Christmas Dinner Committee, on behalf of First Presbyterian Church, sent Christmas cards
to those folks who would have normally enjoyed Christmas dinner with us. Enclosed were gift
cards to help spread a little Christmas cheer!

Dear Friends,
As you know, due to circumstances beyond our
control, we are unable to host our Annual
Christmas Dinner this year. Enclosed you will
find a Corning Area Chamber of Commerce gift
card from us to you.
Please join us on December 24 at 5:30 p.m. for
our Christmas Eve Worship Service. You can
join us live in the Sanctuary or watch the live
broadcast via our Facebook page and on
YouTube.
Our Facebook Page:
www.fb.me/CorningFirstPresby
The YouTube Channel:
www.bit.ly/CorningWorship
We look forward to seeing you next year for our
2021 Christmas Dinner! Wishing you a very
Merry and Blessed Christmas!
Yours in Christ,
First Presbyterian Church
To see all the locations where the gift card is
honored go to
https://www.corningny.com/corning-gift-card

MANSE WINDOW
REPLACEMENT
On October 10, 2020 the
Trustees replaced the
window above the kitchen sink in the manse.
Trustee Derwin Nelson,
assisted by other Trustees, installed, trimmed,
and painted as needed
that day. The new window saves energy at this
time of year while
providing ventilation as
needed.
The original
window was no longer
functional.

This year First Presbyterian Church of Corning
has a new Nativity Scene donated to the church
by one of its members. The Nativity Scene, is
lighted at night in front of Fellowship Hall. Figures are added to the scene each week, placed
there by youth of the church. Each week Pastor
Jeffrey Ugoretz has placed a short video commentary on the Nativity Scene, explaining the
historical events of Advent as described in the
Gospel of Luke, and how those events can be a
blessing to our lives today. The video commentaries can be accessed by going to our Facebook
page.

ADVENT IN A BOX
Thank you volunteers for coordinating and delivering the
"Advent in a Box" to our church families. Here you can see the
McNaughton children including "Flat Michael" in their holiday
preparations like making Christmas cookies, gifts, decorations,
and cutting down the Christmas tree.

THE DEACON’S
DRESSER DRAWERS
The Deacons Dresser Drawer is an ongoing project in
support of the Salvation
Army’s Clothing Closet.
New underwear items and
socks can be placed in the
Dresser Drawer in the
church Narthex, or placed in
the designated area inside
the courtyard door or
dropped off in the church
office.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
MONTH OF JANUARY
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO

5 Anna Jean Yoggy
*Wyatt Smith
17 Jennifer Nelson
19 Frances Backer
21 Kathy Keech
23 *Lydia Smith
26 Carol Flook
28 Alice Moore
29 Stephanie Knutsen
30 Amita Neuner

If we miss your special day, please
let us know so we can include the
information on our calendar.

Members, *children under 18, and
non-member participants for whom
we have birthday and anniversary
information.

We Will Miss You...
Lloyd G.Young
12/20/2020
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New Year’s Day
Church Office
Closed

310:30a

4
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13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

26

27

28

29

30

Worship
Service
FACEBOOK
YOUTUBE

10:30a Resch
Communion
Worship
Service
FACEBOOK
YOUTUBE

10:30a
Worship
Service
FACEBOOK
YOUTUBE

24

10:30a
Worship
Service
FACEBOOK
YOUTUBE
3:00p Annual
Congregational
Mtg on Zoom

31

10:30a
Worship
Service
FACEBOOK
YOUTUBE

New Year’s
Holiday
Church Office
Closed

6:30p M&O
Committee

6:30p Deacons

11:00a ZOOM
NO Bible Study

11:00a ZOOM
Bible Study

11:00a ZOOM
Bible Study

11:00a ZOOM
Fellowship
5:30p Worship
Committee

11:00a ZOOM
Fellowship
5:30p Trustees

11:00a ZOOM
Fellowship

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

MLK Birthday
Church Office
Closed

25

11:00a ZOOM
Bible Study

11:00a ZOOM
Fellowship
6:30p Session

Church Office
Closed
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First Presbyterian Church
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Jesus Is
Our
Focus
In All
We Do

SUNDAY WORSHIP

10:30 AM

Our Facebook Page:
www.fb.me/CorningFirstPresby
The YouTube Channel:
www.bit.ly/CorningWorship

I, the Lord your God, hold your right
hand; it is I who say to you, ‘Do not
fear, I will help you.'
Isaiah 41:13
Reverend Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor
E-Mail: pastorjeff@corningpresby.org
Church Phone: 607-937-5419
Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
(closed 12 - 1 for lunch)
Church E-Mail: office@corningpresby.org
Web Page: www.corningpresby.org

Fb.me/CorningFirstPresby

The Messenger is published monthly.
DEADLINE for Messenger articles
is the 15th of the prior month. Ar ticles may be emailed to the church or
left in the church office.

