PASTOR’S MESSAGE FOR THE JANUARY 2018 MESSENGER
What does it mean to follow Christ in all the days after Christmas? This poem by the great Presbyterian
poet Ann Weems points us in the right direction:
Christmas Trees and Strawberry Summers by Ann Weems
What I'd really like is a life of Christmas trees and strawberry summers,
A walk through the zoo with a pocketful of bubble gum and a string of balloons.
I'd say "yes" to blueberry mornings and carefree days with rainbow endings,
I'd keep the world in springtime and the morning glories blooming.
But life is more than birthday parties; life is more than candied apples.
I'd rather hear the singing than the weeping.
I'd rather see the healing than the violence.
I'd rather feel the pleasure than the pain.
I'd rather know security than fear.
I'd like to keep the cotton candy coming,
but life is more than fingers crossed;
life is more than wishing.
Christ said, "follow me."
And, of course, I'd rather not.
I'd rather pretend that doesn't include me.
I'd rather sit by the fire and make my excuses.
I'd rather look the other way, not answer the phone,
and be much too busy to read the paper.
But I said yes and that means riskit means, here I am, ready or not!
O Christmas trees and strawberry summers,
you're what I like and you are real.
But so are hunger and misery and hate-filled red faces.
So is confrontation.
So is injustice.
Discipleship means sometimes it's going to rain in my face.
But when you've been blind and now you see,
when you've been deaf and now you hear,
when you've never understood and now you know,
once you know who God calls you to be,
you're not content with sitting in corners.
There's got to be some alleluia shouting,
some speaking out
some standing up
some caring
some sharing
some community
some risk.
Discipleship means living what you know.
Discipleship means "Thank you, Lord"
for Christmas trees and strawberry summers
and even for rain in my face.
Wishing you a New Year that is filled with joyful discipleship,
Pastor Jeff
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
CONGREGATIONAL DINNER
MAJOR GIFTS & ENDOWMENTS
The Operating Expense Fund
The Operating Expense Fund is the newest fund in
our church’s endowment portfolio. It was proposed
by the Major Gifts and Endowment Committee
(MG&E) and approved by Session on September
21, 2017.
The initial gift to this fund was a $50,000 bequest
from the Arthur P. Bodner Trust in 2012. The current value of the fund is $70,000. No part of the
principal may be expended. Income from the fund
will be allocated yearly based on the value of the
fund on September 30th, with 90% going to the
church’s operating budget and 10% retained for inflation and growth.
The purpose of the fund is to encourage members
and friends to consider leaving funds through a will,
or donating cash or securities at any time to assist
in meeting our annual operating budget. A gift of
any size during a person’s life, or through a will or
trust, will provide financial support for the church’s
annual budget for the foreseeable future and beyond. It truly is the gift that keeps on giving forever.
By making a decision now to leave a gift of your final assets of 5%, 10%, or any percent of your
choosing through your will, no money leaves your
control and goes into the fund until your life has
ended. The percent you choose to give can be
changed by you at any time. This fund represents
an ideal opportunity for us to respond to God’s
blessings on our lives and to support His church far
beyond our lifetimes.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER
Thank you to everyone who assisted with the annual
Christmas Dinner. We hope to have pictures and more
information in the February Messenger.

Please join us after Worship on Sunday, January
28th, for our annual congregational dinner. The
menu will include roast pork, potatoes, a vegetable
and desserts. You must make reservations for this
dinner by Thursday, January 25th! Reservations
can be made by making a note on the friendship
register on Sunday morning during Worship and
placing it on the offering plate, or, by calling the
church office at 937-5419. Donations will be gratefully accepted at the door prior to the dinner.

ANNUAL MEETING
By order of the Session, the
Annual Meeting of the First
Presbyterian Church will be
held on Sunday, January 28th
following the Congregational
Dinner.
All members are
strongly encouraged to attend.

BELL RINGERS - SALVATION ARMY
Thank you to the following people who donated
their time during the busy holiday season to monitor
the bell for the Market Street Salvation Army kettle
drive:
Ken & Mary Baer
Ernie Danforth
Landin Family
Kay Rogus
Scott & Susan Sheldon and
family
Pastor Jeff & Lynde Ugoretz
Dorothy West
Graham Wightman

POTTER’S HANDS FOUNDATION
COMMUNION FOR JANUARY
Communion for January will be held on the
second Sunday of the month, January 14th.

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Potter’s Hands Foundation during the recent Christmas Carol Radio Show. We raised a total of
$366.00!

HAPPENINGS AT FIRST

A CHRISTMAS CAROL: A LIVE RADIO SHOW
We hope you were able to attend the recent “A Christmas Carol: A Live Radio Show” production
at First Presbyterian Church. From the moment the cast entered the sanctuary to the end of the
show, there was not a dull moment. The cast (Pastor Jeff, Beth Landin, Gary Yoggy, Kimberly
Canale, and Alan Turner) were amazing, sound effects people (Bart Curtis & Lucky Kinney) did
a great job, David Smith was wonderful on the piano, Kaitlyn Ugoretz ran the visuals, Curt
Neuner assisted with the sound, and of course the singing (with lead vocalist Pastor Jeff) was
unforgettable. It was a great show with great attendance. Thanks to everyone who made this
possible.

MORE HAPPENINGS AT FIRST
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
5 Anna Jean Yoggy
*Wyatt Smith
15 Christopher Kelly
16 *Corey Reppert
17 Jennifer Nelson
19 Frances Backer
21 Kathy Keech
23 *Lydia Smith
24 *Robert J. Wilcox
25 Monica Meek
26 Carol Flook
27 Tracey Kelly
28 Barbara Young
Alice Moore
29 Stephanie Knutsen
30 Amita Neuner

Thank you to Margret Lapp and Ernie Danforth for
providing the pine greens and boughs for
“Hanging of the Greens”. Thank you also to those
who helped construct the wreaths and hang them
to beautify our church building.
CONSECRATION SUNDAY
Be sure to watch your bulletin and future Messengers
for information on Consecration Sunday which will be
coming in February of 2018.

No Anniversaries for January!

Thank you from Curt Neuner
I was truly surprised at the Special Fellowship
Time on Sunday, December 10, given in my
honor. I would like to thank the Personnel
Committee and the congregation for the kind words, gluten
free treats, and gifts. I feel truly
appreciated. However, another
20 years for me as Sexton is
highly unlikely. ☺

THANK YOU SUSAN SHELDON
Susan Sheldon will be stepping down as leader of the
P.L. & F. Committee and we wish to thank her for her ten
years of volunteer service (on that committee) and a job
well done. Susan has a record of stepping in whenever
and wherever we need her whether it be in the church
office or on the P.L. & F. Committee. Somehow it always ends up being longer than what she volunteered
for! Thanks Susan for always being a willing volunteer
and for doing a great job as well.

WANTED - P.L. & F. Members
The P.L. & F. Committee is looking for people to
join them as they are down to four members. If
you become a part of this committee you will be
able to do things like planning Fellowship Hours,
picnics, dinners, and other fun events. Please
contact Barb Sammis or Rose Houper if you are
able to help. Men or women may join!

ARE YOU READING THE MESSENGER?
Join in the Fun and win a prize!
Our winner for December was Alice Moore. You can be a winner
too!
Hidden within this month’s Messenger is a symbol that looks like
this one. ♫ If you find it within five days of receiving the Messenger, please call the church office at 937-5419 and your name
will be put in the monthly drawing for a free coffee/drink/treat
from a local business. Good luck!
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