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Salvation Army Bell Ringing

CORNERS AT
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
MISSION & OUTREACH
Food Pantry
At our Thanksgiving Turkey Basket Distribution
we were able to offer 343 households a bountiful,
healthy, and nutritious meal. We want to
acknowledge all of you who helped to make this a
special day for those who suffer from food
insecurity in our area.
During November 2014, the Pantry served: 953
households, 1,195 children, 1,994 adults, and 273
elderly.

This month our special needs include canned fruits
and canned tuna. We could also use baby diapers
and dish soap. Please remember to donate your
clean plastic grocery bags, new or gently used
clothing (especially for children) and books for all
ages. A tax receipt is available on request.
The Corning Community Food Pantry continues to
assist those who come to us for help. At this time
of sharing and caring, we wish to acknowledge all
of you who help us fulfill our mission by
partnering with us throughout the year with food
donations, monetary donations, volunteering,
donating clothing or books, collecting garbage
bags, and sharing your garden produce. Your
generosity of spirit helps to impact positively so
many lives during the year.

The Mission and Outreach Committee wishes to
thank all those who helped with the Salvation
Army Bell Ringing this past holiday season.
These include the Smith family (who still helped
in spite of Jamie's illness), Ken and Mary Baer,
Dorothy West and the Speciales, John and Kathy
Keech, Scott, Michael, Susan, and Caroline
Sheldon, and Graham and Dee Wightman who all
rang bells. Thank you also to Curt Neuner who
made a beautiful FPC sign which showed while we
rang and wished all who saw a Merry Christmas.
Thank you, again, one and all!

WORSHIP & LITURGICAL LIFE
Harvest In-Gathering
Thanks to all who contributed to the Harvest
In-Gathering to benefit the Corning Community
Food Pantry! Our goal was to collect 75 bags of
groceries on their behalf. We exceeded our 75 bag
goal by 46 bags! We have given the food pantry a
total of 121 bags of food and $305 in
cash! Needless to say, they were delighted. We
have indeed put smiles on faces during the
Thanksgiving season! Your generosity has made a
big difference to some needy families!

IN MEMORIUM
Bernice Ileen Cressler Dates
October 8, 1925 - November 28, 2014
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Irene Wynkoop Pattison
October 31, 1921 - December 8, 2014

MAJOR GIFTS & ENDOWMENTS

Congregational Dinner

Organ Fund

Please join us after worship on Sunday, January
25th, for our annual congregational dinner. The
menu will include chicken and biscuits, peas, and
dessert. Reservations will be needed for planning
purposes. Donations will gladly be accepted.

This month the Major Gifts & Endowments
Committee (MG&E) is highlighting the Organ
Fund.
The purpose of this unrestricted fund, which was
established in 1991, is to provide financial support
to ensure the continuation of a quality organ for
our church. The fund is designated as part of our
church's endowment program and is administered
by MG&E. The fund is used for the expected and
scheduled rebuilding and refurbishment of our
Schantz organ.

PRAYER CORNER
What does the Lord require of you but to do justly,
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?
- Micah 6:8

This rebuilding and refurbishment, done in 2011,
is usually scheduled every 30 to 40 years. This
fund can also be used for other unexpected major
repairs, if needed. When that occurs, a plan will
be adopted to restore the funds that are used. It is
not intended to be used for annual maintenance
and tuning.

Many of us make promises to ourselves to mark
the beginning of a new year. We make pledges
such as I’m going to save more, exercise more, or
spend less time on the Internet. We begin the year
with good intentions, but before long old habits
tempt us to take up our old ways. We slip up
occasionally, then more frequently, and then all
the time. Finally, it’s as if our resolution never
existed.

PARISH LIFE

Instead of choosing our own self-improvement
goals, a better approach might be to ask ourselves:
“What does the Lord desire of me?” Through the
prophet Micah, God has revealed that He wants us
to do what is right, to be merciful, and to walk
humbly with Him. All of these things relate to
soul-improvement rather than self-improvement.

Fellowship Time
If you would like to host a Fellowship Time some
Sunday, please call Rose Houper, Susan Sheldon,
or the church office. It is not difficult. Help is
available and expenses are covered.
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Thank you!

A special thank you to everyone for your
donations to our Christmas Mitten Tree! The
mittens, gloves, and hats that were given will be
donated to the Salvation Army for those in need
this winter season.
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Thankfully, we don’t have to rely on our own
strength. The Holy Spirit has the power to help us
as believers in our spiritual growth. God’s Word
says, He is able to “strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being.”
So as we begin a new year, let’s resolve to be more
Christ-like. The Spirit will help us as we seek to
walk humbly with God.
Truthful Spirit, dwell with me; I myself would
truthful be; and with wisdom kind and clear, let
Thy life in mine appear.

January 2015

SUPPERS OF EIGHT

Plan ahead to avoid those winter doldrums by joining others in our church to share fellowship.
Join in ......
SUPPERS OF EIGHT is poised to offer another year of fun, food and fellowship for everyone.
This program, sponsored by Parish Life, has become an event that many of us look forward to
each winter. Suppers of Eight are small group social gatherings which provide an excellent
opportunity to get to know other members of our church community and to form new friendships.
As the name indicates, groups of eight people gather for dinner each month for four months,
beginning in February. Each group of eight remains together throughout the series of dinners. Suppers of Eight is open
to all adults including couples and singles. We would especially like to encourage those who are new or relatively new to
the church to participate. This is one of our most enjoyable activities and a great way to meet the church family! Several
times a group has continued to meet beyond the four dinners!
There will be Friday night and Saturday night groups. Each group will meet once each month in February, March, April
and May on a date convenient for the members.
LOGISTICS
(1) You will be randomly assigned to a group in pairs. Married couples will be placed together. Singles are warmly
welcomed. Expect to see new faces! Each couple and/or single will have the opportunity to host. Singles may host
a dinner individually or together.
(2) Everyone will be furnished with a list of the other members of the group including addresses & telephone numbers
on February 1st after Worship. At that time your group can choose the date of your first dinner.
(3) As previously stated, the dinner series will be held once each month in February, March, April, & May on dates
convenient for the group members. If singles in a group host individually, extra dinners may be set up.
(4) Group members meet in the home of the host(s) for dinner. The first host(s) will be chosen on February 1st. As
the dinners progress, each couple will have a turn to host. The host(s) will contact each member prior to dinner to
confirm the date, time, & the dish each is to bring (i.e. vegetable, salad, dessert, hors d'oeuvres.) The host(s)
provides meat, potatoes, beverages, & table service.
(5) The after dinner activity is the choice of the host(s). We would suggest conversation, games, etc.
(6) If illness or unforeseen circumstances arise to change your plans, you can do one of two things:
a. Try to replace yourself as a couple (or single). The substitute would bring whatever dish you planned to bring.
You should notify the host(s) of the change. You will be provided with a list of substitutes or feel free to ask
friends or family.
b. If you are unable to find a substitute, call Kate Danforth, 962-4034, who will make arrangements for an alternate.
Fill out the sign up form below and join us for SUPPERS OF EIGHT!

SUPPERS OF EIGHT, 2015
NAME(S)_______________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL_________________________________________________________

PHONE_______________________

I (WE) PREFER FRIDAY NIGHT______ SATURDAY NIGHT______
We will always need alternates. If you can't participate on a regular basis, but would like to be called as a substitute,
please check. I (we) am (are) interested in substituting_________
I am allergic to ____cats, ____dogs ____birds

I have a ____cat, ____dog, ____bird

Please return completed form to the church office or place in the offering plate NO LATER THAN NOON ON JANUARY
25, 2015. ALL LATE SIGN-UPS WILL BE PLACED ON THE SUBSTITUTE LIST.

MONTH OF JANUARY
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

5
11
15
16
19
21
23
24
25
26
27
28

Anna Jean Yoggy
Deborah Rice
Christopher Kelly
* Corey Reppert
Frances Backer
Kathy Keech
* Lydia Smith
* Robert J. Wilcox
Monica Meek
Carol Flook
Tracey Kelly
Barbara Young
Alice Moore
29 Stephanie Knutsen
30 Amita Neuner

Members, *children under 18,
and non-member participants for
whom we have birthday and
anniversary information.
If we miss your special day,
please let us know so we can
include the information on our
calendar.

“Hello and goodbye”
“This life is a series of hellos and goodbyes / Ten thousand different people pass before my eyes / And every
day another story line begins.” That’s the beginning of a song by an obscure 1980s Christian new wave band!
Still, aside from their musical origins, those lines speak a truth that all of us can relate to.
Interims begin their ministry with a congregation always with one foot out the door at all times. It is a unique
position, in that it is by definition, a temporary posting. It is different than long term pastoral ministry. There
are many ways in which the two are similar, pastors in both types of ministry preach, teach, visit, accompany
people in difficult life transitions, and in joyful life experiences.
However the big difference is that in the interim position, our role is short term. We come at the invitation of
the session and work on the mutually agreed developmental tasks helping the congregation see things from a
new angle.
In helping with the transition, our primary role is to ask questions so that new possibilities are raised. In that
question asking and viewing things in new ways, sometimes some buttons are pushed that creates push-back.
The power of the interim is that we can ask those questions, and push the structure and yet we and the
congregation know that we are only there for a short while.
It creates an opportunity for doing new things without fear that these new things may become the new normal.
It creates an opportunity to experiment, and to play with traditions, without fear. Interim ministry gives
freedom to the interim pastor to ask questions, and freedom for the congregation to reflect on itself and to try
new things. It gives everyone freedom.
Joining Corning’s ministry during the celebration of the bicentennial helped us appreciate the deep roots that
this congregation has in the community. It is a joyous remembrance of those who have gone before. It is a
tribute to sisters and brothers in the faith who have helped to show the way for us.
Discovery of financial misconduct and weathering through the many difficulties in the midst of such a
betrayal, you have been able, not only to keep things together, but demonstrated real signs of strength and
resilience. Thanks be to God, who has led you through this time of trial!
Congregations have been (and still are) adjusting to our new Form of Government enacted in July 2011. This
is the first time that we as pastors have been tasked with guiding a congregation through the various ins and
outs that come with that. It has been a learning process for all of us. Your ruling elders on the session worked
tirelessly to clarify Presbyterian polity and lead with a renewed vision.
Your Ministry Profile is already posted on the Church Leadership Connection. As we pen these lines, there
are probably many Pastoral Profiles being forwarded to the Pastor Nominating Committee. The Committee
has been working hard since September and it is indeed wonderful to have the church profile completed and
approved by the Presbytery in four short months. You will be welcoming your new pastor “soon and very
soon” (as the hymn goes).
And so we go, excited for you and your future. But that doesn’t mean leave-taking is easy. Many have told us
that you’ll miss us—and we’ll miss you, too! Of course, our departure will mean different things for different
people. For some who have joined the congregation in the last two years, we may be your “ministers of
record” here, and our leaving may be something of a wrench. For those who have seen ministers come and go,
our leaving may be a matter of indifference for some. And no doubt there are those for whom it is a welcome
event—“Thank God that’s over!”

Since interim ministers are hired to be consultants, we’re already in the advice-giving business—and you’ve
already heard a lot from us in this department. Nevertheless, this is our last chance, so here goes:
We urge you to root out every trace of scarcity thinking! You are a gifted congregation with wonderful
resources blessed with a beautiful sacred space. As Marianne Williamson has written, “our playing small
doesn’t serve the world.” Rather, we serve the world by making “manifest the glory…that is within us.”
Second—we encourage you, for long term growth and vitality, to make a conscious decision—a decision not
to “play small.” To grow, both in numbers and in spirit, you must decide that Jesus Christ is too good to keep
to ourselves. He’s meant to be shared with others, who may be seeking the kind of spiritual home you offer.
If that sounds like evangelism—well, we say “Hallelujah!”
What “good news” can you bring to the hungry, the oppressed, the exploited? What can you do to bind up the
brokenhearted, and to break down the walls that imprison body, mind, and spirit? What hospitality can you
offer those who are turned away from other places?
The third thing we would like to encourage you to do, is to continue strong in your care for one another. A
vibrant congregation is one who is able to practice forgiveness actively despite conflicts. As a worshipping
community, the living of reconciliation is what distinguishes you from social clubs and civic organizations,
worthy as those are.
Over these last two years, we’ve worshipped together, celebrated together, and sung together. We’ve laughed,
and struggled, and mourned together.
We’ve buried beloved members, rejoiced in the new members of your community, and welcomed children
into the world. And together we’ve worked to strengthen this congregation, which can make such a difference
in the world.
In ministry, we’ve come to understand these words of Mary Oliver:
To live in this world
you must be able
to do three things:
To love what is mortal;
to hold it
against your bones knowing
your own life depends on it.
And, when the time comes to let it go,
To let it go.
Good bye. We’ll miss you.
Even if our paths never cross again, please know that we’ll never forget you. We pray for you nothing but the
very best.
May the the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
—Pastors Banu and James
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Cell Phone: 607-664-7876
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The Messenger is published monthly.
DEADLINE for February Messenger
articles is January 15th. Ar ticles may
either be emailed to the church or left in the
church office. Any information received
after the 15th will appear in the March
issue.

