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FROM THE INTERIM CO-PASTORS
September signals the coming time of harvest. It is a time of increased activity as we
hurry to gather our bounty in preparation for the coming winter and a time of endings, as
we prepare to let go of what has occupied our attention since spring. This is an opportune
time to reflect on the fruits of our spiritual journey over the past two seasons with God —
individually and in community. Taking time to allow the Spirit to help us discover what
we have learned and how we have grown supports the continual formation of our
spiritual journey. Without taking stock of what we have learned and how we have
changed, we limit our ability to grow and face the coming challenges and opportunities of
life in new and more fulfilling ways.
As the autumn season unfolds, our congregation is getting ready to enter into a very
exciting time, not only full of wonderful activities to deepen our sense of community but
also weave together the transitional work we have accomplished in moving forward with
strength and courage.

Each Fall month leading up to Advent and Christmas is an opportunity for our
congregation to join in discovery, study, fellowship and worship for giving voice to your
dreams for the future.
September 8 is the beginning of Sunday School for children, youth and adults. At adult
Sunday School, we will study the texts that contain the themes of transition while
prayerfully asking the most basic questions of “who are we?” and “who is God calling us
to be?” After worship, we will join together for the Welcome breakfast. During that time,
we will share how we will engage in the generative conversation by addressing five
interrelated aspects of our congregational life – heritage, mission, leadership, connections,
and future at our three intensive gatherings.
September 11 will celebrate the return of First Lunch Bunch at noon. We wonder what
delicious menus Rose Houper has planned for the Fall… Yummmm
September 15 is filled with fun and fellowship. Join us at 1pm at the church picnic at
Caton Park for a time of family sharing and celebration community. There will be great
food and wonderful games. Pastor Banu will bring art supplies and lots creative things
for children, youth and adults…

FROM THE INTERIM CO-PASTORS (continued)
September 18 is our Mission Connections night. One of the emerging themes of the
interim time has been the commitment and dedication of this congregation to local and
international mission work. As pastors, we have been humbled to be part of discussions
on how to better serve the neighborhood as well as the world. On September 18, our
church will host the Dawsons, PC(USA) missionaries who will launch a ministry in
Bangkok, Thailand. Check out the details in the newsletter for this amazing night.
September 21 is Dreaming the Future into Being All Family Intensive Day One. This day
will focus on solidifying our congregation’s mission statement, vision for ministry and
how this is lived out individually and as a community. We will build up from our
strengths and challenge each other to creatively look at our growing edges. Join us from
10am till 2pm for dreaming and visioning. There will be goodies and coffee
beginning at 9:30am and a fellowship lunch in between. There will be specific activities
for all ages. If you need child-care for pre-school age children, please let the office know.
Please don’t forget to check the Resource Table in the hallway outside the Office for
spiritual formation as well as transitional materials.
May the Lord continue to bless First Presbyterian Church as you seek to be faithful to
your calling as disciples and God’s community in Corning and beyond.
Pastors James and Banu

PRAYER CORNER
John 15:7 - “If you remain in me and my word remains in you, ask whatever you wish and it
will be given you.”
Dear Lord - I’m proud to say, so far today I’ve got along all right; I have not gossiped, whined or bragged, or
had a single fight.
I haven’t lost my temper once, or criticized my mate, I have not lied, I have not cried, or loudly cursed my fate.
So far today I’ve not one time been grumpy or morose, I’ve not been spiteful, cold or vain, self-centered or
verbose.
But, Lord, I’m going to need Your help throughout the hours ahead, so give me strength, Dear Lord, for now
I’m getting out of bed.
John T. Baker
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Our supply of children’s clothing is down and in
great demand. We can use new or gently used
clothing throughout the year but particularly now
that school will be starting soon.
If you are a golfer, please mark your calendar to
participate in our Fundraising Golf Tournament at
the Corning Country Club on October 19th. For
further information, call Jeff Travis at
866-376-9900 ext. 224 or www.miraclefest.com

Welcome Back Breakfast
Join us on Sunday, September 8th, at 11:45 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall. Bring your own table service or use
disposable. Cost is a donation. Reservations would
be helpful and the deadline is Friday, September 6th.
Menu: Breakfast casseroles, quiche, frittatas, French
toast, fresh fruit (each person is asked to bring one (1)
cup), orange and cranberry juices, muffins, and beverages.
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Operation Christmas Child

*

Operation Christmas Child is a fun and simple
project that the whole family can take part in. Last
year we collected 75 shoe boxes which was a 50%
increase over the previous year.
Come join us at Caton Park on Sunday, September
15th, at l:00 p.m. for an old-fashioned church picnic.
There will be a tug-of-war (for adults and kids), a
three-legged race, as well as other fun activities for all
ages.

For those of you who have packed shoe boxes
before, or those who haven’t, now is the time to fill
your shoe box economically. You can pick up
items like crayons, pens, pencils, construction
paper, etc. since they are usually on sale and
inexpensive now with school about to open.

Please bring a dish to pass. We hope to see you all
there!

Watch for more information in upcoming issues of
the Messenger.

MISSION & OUTREACH
Food Pantry
The Corning Community Food Pantry is on track for
one of our biggest years ever regarding the number of
people served and the amount of food distributed.
Your help is more important than ever! Statistics for
July 2013 were: 585 households served, 1,241 adults
served, 788 children served, and 120 elderly served.
We really need clean plastic bags for packing. The
above numbers are a good indication of the amount of
bags the volunteers use to pack food items.
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Mission Connections Event
Visiting Presbyterian Missionaries: The Rev. Barry Dawson and Shelley Dawson
Wednesday, September 18th in Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m. - Dinner & Fellowship
7:00 p.m. - Presentation and Discussion
We are happy to host Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) missionaries Rev. Barry Dawson and his
wife, Shelley Dawson, as they launch their mission in Bangkok, Thailand. They will serve as
World Mission's regional liaisons for Southeast Asia, which includes Myanmar, Thailand,
Cambodia, Laos, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia, and the Philippines. Barry and
Shelley will support the Presbyterian Church’s partner programs, relationships and activities
and will serve as implementers of the Presbyterian World Mission strategy. Barry and Shelly
see opportunities for the gospel to make a difference in Southeast Asia, and they emphasize
that God is already at work in the region.
The Dawsons have lived in Oman, Japan, France, and the Netherlands, where Barry has been a
pastor of international congregations. In addition to serving internationally, Barry was pastor
of Presbyterian congregations in Delaware, Montana, Pennsylvania, and South Dakota. Shelly
has served alongside Barry in volunteer capacities, and was employed as a registered nurse
before moving overseas. (As a side note, Barry was pastor of Tokyo Union Church while the
Landin family lived in Tokyo.)
Please join us for an educational and enjoyable evening, as we prayerfully send the Dawsons
on their mission in Southeast Asia!
For more information about the Dawson’s mission, see:
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/barry-and-shelly-dawson/
For more information about the evening’s event, please contact Beth Landin at 962-3690 or
blandin@stny.rr.com<mailto:blandin@stny.rr.com
FIRST LUNCH BUNCH

REGULAR HOURS RESUME

The First Lunch Bunch will start meeting again on
Wednesday, September 11th, at 12:00 p.m. in the
Library. Come join us for good food and good
fellowship. Call the office to make your
reservations. Reservation deadline is Monday,
September 9th.

Regular hours resume on Tuesday, September 3rd.
The church will be open Monday - Friday from
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

CONGRATULATIONS
OUR DAILY BREAD
The latest edition (September - November) is
available in the back of the sanctuary and in the
office. This daily inspirational booklet is offered
to you free of charge.

Congratulations to Betty Wheeler on the birth of
her 3rd great grandson. Thomas Mitchell Clark
was born on June 16th to granddaughter,
Stephanie and Ben Clark in Des Moines, Iowa.

MONTH OF SEPTEMBER
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
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Margret Lapp
Chris Tubbs
Heather Carpenter
Jean Boell
* Amanda McEwen
Bill Uncapher, Jr.
* Rachel Hevey
Jamie Smith
Silky Smith
Ann Powers
Barbara Worthey
* Alexander Chang
Glenn Morrisey
Trevor Worthey
Curt Neuner
Mike DeRosa
Jackie Curry
* Ben Tubbs
Walter Jones
Sherry Robinson

28

Ken & Cheri Crozier
Revs. James & Banu Moore
Mark & Beth Landin
Chris & Alyson Sharman
Rob & Belinda Wilcox
Glenn & Lisa Morrisey
Jeff & Marilyn Hagy
Lynn & Ann Powers
Matthew & Denise Reppert

Members, *children under 18, and
non-member participants for whom we
have birthday and anniversary information.

If we miss your special day, please call the
church office so we can get you included on
our calendar.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1 EAST FIRST STREET
CORNING, NEW YORK 14830
Reverends James & Banu Moore, Interim Pastors
Home Phone: 607-654-7875
Cell Phone: 607-664-7876
Interim Pastors’ Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - noon
Church Phone: 607-937-5419
Church Fax: 607-937-9731
Church Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - noon & 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(starting September 3rd)
Church Email: office@corningpresby.org
Visit us on the web: www.corningpresby.org
Sunday School:
9:00 a.m.
(starting September 8th)
Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m.

The Messenger is published monthly.
DEADLINE for October Messenger
articles is September 15th. Ar ticles may
either be emailed to the church or left in the
church office. Any information received
after the 15th will appear in the November
issue.

