
FROM THE INTERIM CO-PASTORS 
 

Greetings in the name of our amazing God who is inspiring our congregation with many insights. 
 
September 19 marked the beginning of many conversations to solidify how you will continue to be God’s 
people at this time and in this place ministering in the name of Jesus the Christ.  Throughout our first 
workshop, we had some great discussion and wonderful exchange on many topics. 
 
One of the major pieces was looking at the historical timeline and naming significant events, ministries 
in the congregation, issues that created conflict, and what was happening within the community and the 
world.  The first transcribed copy of this timeline may be found under Transition — Dreaming the Fu-
ture tab on the website.  Printed copies are available on the resource table outside the office. Please pick 
a copy and share with us what your recollections are... 
 
As we transcribed what was shared, we were struck by one clear fact.  First Presbyterian Church from 
its inception has always been a resilient congregation of innovators and risk-takers:  from members   
encouraging businesses to come to Corning to supporting migrant workers to involvement in Civil 
Rights to ordaining women to hosting the first hospital chaplain to erecting structures serving all 
(including handicapped) to Christmas Dinner, you have led the way in Corning and beyond for the ad-
vancement of God’s kingdom. 
 
Now in this new era, with rapid changes in technology, many cultural shifts, and after bearing the trial of 
pastoral misconduct, you are moving forward with many gifts and strengths again as innovators and 
risk-takers.  Not only just interims, but also as pastors, it is truly a humbling experience to be a part of 
this segment of your journey as you prepare to build on the glorious heritage of 200 years. 
 
During our first workshop, we identified many strengths of the congregation: 
 Hospitality 
 Caring and Nurture of the Parish and Community through Deacons and volunteers 
 Dedicated staff 
 Strong music program 
 Wonderful food and fellowship 
 An excellent building with lots of space, full handicap accessibility, and off-street parking 
 Diversity of membership 
 Openness to discussing new ideas 
 The gift of endowments 
 Pre-school 
 Memorial Garden and its serene call to prayer 
 Inclusion of children in worship 
 Gift of good preaching 
 Legacy of congregation and pastors 
 Gift of volunteerism and servant leadership 
 Gift of worship — flexible, multi-faceted, welcoming of generations 
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We also identified some growing edges are as we utilize our strengths: 
 

 Youth programs, family ministries, and spiritual formation, both individual and communal 
 Greater participation of members and friends in church ministries 
 Processes for group discussions, especially on controversial issues 
 Internal forms of communication 
 Being able to say goodbye to the past 
 Ministering in today’s culture 
 Processes for reaching out and connecting with community — how do we make disciples? 
 Meeting financial demands with emerging economic changes 
 Necessity to be intergenerational while being generational 
 Talking about our faith with one another, as well as those outside the church 
 
Then we looked at some things that might be threats to accomplishing a fruitful Kingdom ministry: 
 

 Dogma 
 Lack of communication 
 Strife/Lack of trust 
 Loss of members and participation 
 Lack of showing and receiving love 
 Lack of respect 
 Gossip/Keeping secrets 
 Stagnation to extinction due to constantly focusing on the past 
 
Of course, these lists are not exhaustive, so we encourage you to add your voice as we continue with our 
gatherings. 
 

On the October 6 workshop, we will look at First View statistical report by Percept in order to answer, 
“Who is our neighbor?”  We will examine both the 14830 zip code and a 10 mile radius around Corning. 
 

We have shortened October 19 workshop to two hours and added a third on October 27 to allow more 
opportunities for participation.  In these workshops we will solidify the vision of the community and 
how this vision is and will be lived out. 
 

November workshops will specifically focus on what leadership competencies are needed for your next 
pastoral leader. 
 
Here is the breakdown for three October dates: 
 
Sunday, October 6  3pm followed by Prayer Dinner at 6pm 
Saturday, October 19 10am — 2pm 
Sunday, October 27  4pm — 6pm 
 
We are encouraging everyone to join us… your faith-filled creativity, inspiration, insight, wisdom, and 
discernment is the bedrock of a future filled with hope. 
 
Blessings, 
 

Pastors James and Banu 



Harvest Dinner 
 

Save the date of Sunday, November 10th, for this 
year’s Harvest Dinner!  Each family should bring a 
dish-to-pass and their own table service.  Dinner 
will follow morning worship.  Hope to see you 
there!  

 
                  

 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

CROP Walk 
 

SAVE THE DATE ~ SUNDAY, OCT. 20, 2013 
  
Our annual CROP Walk is scheduled for Sunday, 
October 20th.  More information will be coming 
during the upcoming Sunday services.  Please 
prayerfully consider signing up to be a walker.  If 
you can't walk, perhaps you can pledge a dollar 
amount to a walker. 
 
Our church has a long-standing tradition of        
participation in this mission.  Let us continue, in 
the name of Jesus, to support CROP! 
  
Please contact Barbara Sammis (962-8035 or at 
Taximomy58@gmail.com) for ways in which you 
can participate or for further information. 
                      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 

 
 

CORNERS AT 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
 
 

SWENSON 
                              

Swenson Committee Update 
 
We have recently approved several grant requests 
for funding the Swenson Endowment, for both  
internal and external projects: 
 
1. Up to $7,500 for the Trustees to install a new 

ventilation system in our sanctuary. 
2. $7,400 to the Corning Salvation Army to     

replace worn carpeting with tile flooring in a 
children’s activity room and allow it to be use  
as part of an after-school program. 

3. $3,800 to Habitat for Humanity for a roofing       
safety system, generators, and assorted tools to       
be used on home construction projects. 

4. A 3-year grant to Kim Meierjurgen of Watkins      
Glen for $6,000/$4,000/$2,000 to support her       
teaching assignment at a Christian school in      
Ecuador. 

 
We have received several new grant requests for 
next year, and they are being evaluated by the   
Mission Committee and the Swenson Committee. 
We are grateful to God for providing us with the 
means to fund these vital projects that advance the 
mission of our congregation, and to the stewards of 
our church endowments who watch over these 
funds and ensure that they are there for us to use. 
 
Marty Coates, Swenson Chair 
 
                        
                                                    

PARISH LIFE & MEMBERSHIP 
 

Fellowship Time 
 
The PL&M Team would like to thank all those 
committees and individuals who hosted              
Fellowship Times over the summer. 
 
If you would like to host a fellowship time some 
Sunday, please call Rose Houper, Susan Sheldon, 
or the church office.  It is not difficult.  Help is 
available and expenses are covered. 
                     

 *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *  
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Dear members and friends of First Presbyterian 
Church of Corning, New York,  
 
As most of you know, Kimberly Holmes, mother 
of Caitlyn and Victoria, was diagnosed with      
leukemia in June when she was 35.5 weeks    
pregnant.  Kim delivered a beautiful baby boy 
named Liam, and now she and her beautiful    
family could use our help.  I have conversed with 
Pastor Banu and Pastor James concerning this 
matter, and I strongly encourage those who are 
able to help to do so.  A Meal Train Plus has been 
created for Kimberly and Brendan Holmes.  Meal 
Train simplifies the process of giving and         
receiving meals and more.  In addition to meals, 
the family could use help with babysitting and 
light housekeeping.  If you are interested in    
helping, please send an email to Mary                
Ellen Forgione, Brendan’s sister, at 
melinvt1@yahoo.com and she will send you an 
invitation that will allow you to access an online 
calendar to see when Kimberly and Brendan need 
help and what their specific needs are.  Please feel 
free to share this information with any mutual 
friends that are not associated with the church.  
 
Galatians 6:10:  So then, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to everyone, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith.  
 
God’s peace be with you! 
 
Elder Michele Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY 
 
 

The Faith Formation     
Ministry is planning to hold 
a Prayer Dinner once a 
month.  The first one will 
be Sunday, October 6th, at 
6:30 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  Members of the   
congregation are invited to 

bring their evening meal for an evening of food, 
fellowship, and prayer.  All are welcome! 
  

Operation Christmas Child 
 
Last year Samaritan’s Purse reached a major       
milestone when the 100 millionth shoebox since 1993 
was delivered. 
 
We here at First Presbyterian Church will again join 
in collecting shoe boxes to be distributed to the less 
fortunate throughout the world.  Last year our efforts 
contributed 75 shoe boxes.  We would like to exceed 
that goal in 2013. 
 
See the insert for what to pack in your shoe box and   
for other helpful hints.  
 
We will again be selling items to help you fill your 
shoe boxes.  Watch the bulletin for further             
information. 
 
Thank you for sharing your blessings 
with others. 
 
 
 

PRAYER CORNER 
  
“If you remain in me and my words 
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be given you.”  John 15:7 
 
“If I not only seek an answer but seek after the God 
who gives the answer, then I receive the power to 
know I have obtained what I have asked. 
 
“What a privilege it is for me to meet in prayer with 
the one who has redeemed me.” 
                  

Andrew Murray 
Treasures of Wisdom on Talking with God 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A huge, albeit belated, THANK YOU to the DeRosa 
family who used part of their Spring Break to        
replenish our worship bags.  Now that summer is 
over and people are back from vacations, it is a  
blessing to have fully-stocked worship bags to help 
our little ones participate in the service. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 
 
    
  1 Jennifer McEwen 
 *Leah Palmesano  
  6 Lynda Oakden 
   Lisa Morrisey 
  8 Bernie Dates 

11  Jake Hayes 
17 Denise Reppert 
 Teresa Danforth 
20  Don Creath 
 Kimberly Holmes 
21  Mark Landin 
 *Owen Fisher 
22  Scott Sheldon 
27 *Elyssa DeRosa  
30  Mary Beth Costantino 
31 Irene Pattison 
  
 
 
 
Members, *children under 18, and non-
member participants for whom we have 
birthday and anniversary information. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 
 
 
  2   Phil & Laura Palmesano 

  4     George & Susan McLaren 
9 Gary & Anna Jean Yoggy 

Chet & Patty Chang 
17 John & Andrea Fisher 
22  Mike & Shari Koval 
23  Bob & Bernice Dates  
27 Eric & Monica Meek 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If we miss your special day, please call 
the church office so we can get you  
entered on our calendar. 
 
 
 

MONTH OF OCTOBER 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1 EAST FIRST STREET 

CORNING, NEW YORK 14830 
 

Reverends James & Banu Moore, Interim Pastors 
Home Phone: 607-654-7875 
Cell Phone: 607-664-7876 

 
Interim Pastors’ Office Hours:  

Monday - Thursday  9:00 a.m. - noon 
 

Church Phone: 607-937-5419 
Church Fax: 607-937-9731 

 
Church Hours: Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - noon & 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Church Email:  office@corningpresby.org 
Visit us on the web: www.corningpresby.org 

 
Sunday School:      9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2013 
 

The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for November Messenger 
articles is October 15th.  Ar ticles may  
either be emailed to the church or left in the 
church office. Any information received   
after the 15th will appear in the December 
issue. 

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 


