
“Remember that You are Dust” 
 
In the movie Gladiator (2000), starring Russell Crowe (as the general who became a slave who 
became a gladiator who defied an emperor), there are many great scenes, but there’s one in 
particular worthy of note.  This is just before Russell Crowe, as Maximus, is about to fight in 
the arena.  He is disgusted by the senseless brutality of the games.  The late Oliver Reed, as 
Proximo, who manages a contingent of gladiators (the one including Maximus), is speaking to 
him about the Emperor Commodus. 
                  

He says of Commodus (played by Joaquin Phoenix), “He knows too well how to manipulate 
the mob.”  Maximus angrily responds, pointing toward the arena, “Marcus Aurelius had a 
dream that was Rome, Proximo.  That is not it.  That is not it!”  Unfazed, Proximo shouts at 
Maximus as he storms away, “Marcus Aurelius is dead, Maximus.  We mortals are but      
shadows and dust.  Shadows and dust, Maximus!” 
              

In the liturgy for Ash Wednesday, which falls on the 5th of March this year, there are the   
powerful words which accompany the imposition of ashes, “Remember that you are dust, and 
to dust you shall return.”  In our Book of Common Worship, this is the prayer that precedes the 
imposition: 
                     

“Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.  May these ashes be for us a 
sign of our mortality and penitence, and a reminder that only by your gracious gift are we   
given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior.” 
               

Proximo and Ash Wednesday, in describing humans as “dust,” seem to be saying the same 
thing.  And at one level, both of them are.  All of us will “shuffle off this mortal coil.”  Still, 
with Proximo, there is a sense of resignation, a sense of hopelessness.  Ash Wednesday agrees 
that yes, we are dust, but that is a statement filled with hope.  That is so, because “only by 
[God’s] gracious gift” is this dust “given everlasting life.” 
                   

Still, even setting this wondrous reality aside for a moment, what’s wrong with being dust?  
Remember where we came from.  We’re reminded of our origin, as beings of this planet, in the 
heart of a sun.  Astronomy tells us that everything, everywhere, was created inside a star.  We 
are creatures of star dust. 
                

As we embark on our Lenten journey this month, remember that we are star dust that has     
become aware of itself.  We are star dust that is loved by its Creator. 
                  

Remember that you are dust! 
                    

Grace and peace, 
            

Pastor James 

The Messenger 
March 2014 



LED BY THE SPIRIT IN A THRISTY LAND 
LENT 2014 

 
For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground;  

I will pour my spirit upon your descendants,  
and my blessing on your offspring.  Isaiah 44:3  

 
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth,  
do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness  

and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and 
the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness,  

rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people,  
the people whom I formed for myself  

so that they might declare my praise. Isaiah 43:18-21  

Careful examination of the Scripture reveal to us that deep,     

meaningful encounters with God always involved a specific place, a       
certain location. Many times these places were named after the    
experience: 
 

Jacob seeing the ladder going to heaven — Genesis 28 
Hagar meeting God at the well — Genesis 16 

Mt. Sinai where the Law was given to Moses — Exodus 32 
Elijah under the Juniper tree —  Kings 19 

Jesus in the desert — Luke 4 
Jesus and the disciples casting their nets  

at the sea of Galilee — Luke 5 
Mount of Transfiguration — Luke 9 

Jesus on the cross at Mount Calvary — Luke 23 
Samaritan Woman Meeting Jesus — John 4  

 
These are just but a few examples showing the importance of place in the Scripture. 
 
Place has something to do with our experience of the living Christ. Sometimes it is good to change         
locations as they will help us see our relationship with God in a new perspective.  Some places may be 
more impressive destinations for a spiritual journey: Chartres Cathedral, Canterbury, Rome, Santiago, 
Jerusalem.  
 
Throughout the ages Christ’s followers saw the desert or the wilderness to be the place to look at who 
and whose we are; to listen to God’s voice in clarity; to deal with the powers and the principalities that 
hinder our journey to spiritual abundance. The desert has a certain clarity to help deal with issues of 
life, and it certainly is a unique "location" – a place of encounter with our own broken selves and God.   
 
The desert is a thirsty place.  It needs water to produce life. Yet it also has a fragile ecosystem.  It does 
not take much to throw it out of balance.  Life there can easily be hampered.  In a similar fashion we find 
ourselves arid and thirsty.  Our ecosystem is fragile; it can be thrown out balance very easily. 
 
Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the desert.  The important thing to realize is that he was not sent 
there just to be tempted.  He was sent there to fully prepare for the life which he was about to live as  



God Incarnate.   
 
In the desert Jesus met the principalities and powers, the temptations, the evils which plague all of us 
day in and day out.  Jesus came out of the desert experience strong and ready to live in the world. 
 
In Lent we are also led by the Spirit to a thirsty land.  And we are confronted with some im-
portant  questions before we can face the depth of our own selves: 
  
As you enter the desert... 

What kind of place are you in?  In your life... 
What kind of place?    Spiritually, emotionally, psychologically, physically... 

  
Are you content in your place?  Are you building a life there? 

  
Are you being washed by the water of the word? 

What clings to you and weighs you down? 
What burdens can Jesus wash away? 

 
In Ephesians 5:25-27 we see the value of the washing of the Word:  

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, in order to make her holy by cleansing her 
with the washing of water by the word, so as to present the church to himself in splendor, with-
out a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind—yes, so that she may be holy and without blem-
ish.  

  
Jesus is the living word.   
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  John 1:1 

  
Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. Matthew 11:28-29  

 
Spend time looking at the place where you are in your life,  where we are in our lives together: 

What, and who, surrounds you?   What, and who, surrounds us? 
Look at the place of your life to see the gate:  

what comes in and out?   who comes in and out? 
 

So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came 
before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever  
enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 1John 10:7-
8 

 
Remember your thirst… how your tongue clings to the roof of your mouth when you are depleted of wa-
ter... 

 
Who or What satisfies your thirst? 

 
As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God. When shall I come and behold the face of God? Psalm 42:1-2  



What are the cravings, longings,  deep yearnings within your thirst? 
 

Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink 
of the water that I will give them will  never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in 
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life." John 4:13-14  

 
This Lent you are invited to journey through the desert… 
 
In the words of Alessandro Pronzato, 

“The desert is the threshold to the meeting ground of 
God and man. It is the scene of the exodus. You do 
not settle there, you pass through. One then ventures 
on to these tracks because one is driven by the Spirit 
towards the Promised Land. But it is only promised 
to those who are able to chew sand for forty years 
without doubting their invitation to the feast in the 
end.” 
 

Let us also be inspired with the words of Joan Chittister 
in our journey:  

“Lent is not a ritual.  It is time given to think serious-
ly about who Jesus is for us, to renew our faith from the inside out.  It is the moment when, as the bap-
tismal waters flow on ever Easter Vigil altar, we return to the baptismal font of the heart to say yes 
once more to the call of Jesus to the disciples, “Come and see” (John 1:39)  It is the act of beginning 
our spiritual life all over again refreshed and reoriented.”   

 
May you cross the threshold and go deep within the place of God in you… so to arrive at the feast of 
transformation…. 
 
       
                                                             PRAYER CORNER 

 
“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” - Ephesians 4:3 
 
A man stranded by himself on an island was finally discovered.  His rescuers asked him about 
the three huts they saw there.  He pointed and said, “This one is my home and that one is my 
church.”  He then pointed to the third hut: “That was my former church.” Though we may 
laugh at the silliness of this story, it does highlight a concern about unity among believers. 
 
The church of Ephesus during the time of the apostle Paul was comprised of both rich and 
poor, Jews and Gentiles, men and women, masters and slaves.  And where differences exist, so 
does friction.  One concern Paul wrote about was the issue of unity.  But observe what Paul 
said about this issue in Ephesians 4:3.  He didn’t tell them to be “eager to produce or to        
organize unity.”  He told them to endeavor “to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.”  Unity already exists because believers share one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of all (vv. 4-6). 
 
How do we “keep the unity?” By expressing our different opinions and convictions with    
lowliness, gentleness, and patience (v. 2).  The Spirit will give us the power to react in love  
toward those with whom we disagree.  

Our Daily Bread 







Veterans Benefits 
&  

Information Expo 
 
The Bath VA will be holding a Veterans Benefits 
and Information Expo on  Wednesday, March 26th 
from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm at the Charles E. 
Westcott American Legion, West Williams St., 
Bath, NY. 
 
For more information, please check out this     
website: http:www.steubencony.orgpages.asp?
PID=141 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *  
 

Food Pantry 
 

Another year has passed, and we continue to battle 
the winter weather in our area. At the Corning 
Community Food Pantry we also continue to battle 
the problem of hunger or food insecurity. Last 
year, 2013, we experienced a record number of 
households and individuals who came to our    
Pantry.  In 2013 the Corning Community Food 
Pantry served:  7,525 households, 9,195 children, 
15,374 adults, and 1,856 elderly. 
 
This month we could use canned tuna and canned 
fruit. We could also use baby cereal, baby food, 
and diapers.  If you are cleaning out your closets, 
please donate any new or gently used clothing to 
our clothing closet. Clients are able to select   
needed clothing for free. If you are clearing out 
books, please donate your gently used books to our 
lending library. We can always use clean shopping 
bags to pack orders for our clients. 
 
We would like to acknowledge all of you who    
support our efforts. It would be impossible for us 
to meet this hunger challenge without your       
continuous help and food or monetary donations. 
Please continue to send all monetary donations to 
Corning Community Food Pantry, PO Box 1255, 
Corning, NY 14830. 

 

CORNERS AT 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
 
 
 

DINNER THEATER 
                        

Join us on Saturday, March 8th         
at 7:30 p.m. to see The Wizard of Oz  
at East High School. Dinner will be at 
Spencer’s Restaurant at  5:45 p.m.  If 
you missed the ticket sales, you are      
welcome to buy your own ticket  directly from the 
East High School box office and join us for dinner.  
Dinner reservations are due by March t5h.  This 
promises to be a most enjoyable evening. 
 
                    
                      

MISSION & OUTREACH 
 

 
 
 
              

Thanks to the generosity of our congregation (and 
the great help we had from our youngest church 
members) we raised $214 during the Souper Bowl 
of Caring. As in 2013, donations will be sent to the 
Corning Community Food Pantry. These contribu-
tions are in addition to $1,300 raised by our church 
for the Food Pantry in 2013 through 5 Cents a 
Meal and direct donations. 
                  

Our church will continue to collect 5 Cents a Meal 
donations during the first Sunday of each month. 
Food Pantry donations are also welcome at any 
time. Thank you for helping to “tackle hunger” in 
our community! 
 

  *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *  
                     

Family Counseling Ministry 
                  

Our church is a supporting member of the Family 
Counseling Ministry, an ecumenical ministry 
sponsored by the Susquehanna  Association, NY 
Conference, United Church of Christ.  We support 
FCM as a mission to the larger community and as 
a benefit to our church community.   
                   

If you would like to meet confidentially with an 
experienced, professionally trained, spiritually  
sensitive counselor, please call Suzanne           
Maschmeyer at 607-329-1849. Questions and 
comments are welcome. 
 

http://www.steubencony.org/pages.asp?PID=141
http://www.steubencony.org/pages.asp?PID=141


HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
    
        
  3      Kathy Strack   
  5      Bob Dates     
9      Marcia Creelman 

Andy Sebelle 
  Kelly Reppert 
11  Bill Sebelle 
          Ashley Taylor 
12   Tom Speciale 
13   Bonita Coates 
14   * Connor McEwen 
19   Kyle Landin 
20   John Fisher 
21  Bob Boell 

 Bill Sebelle, Jr. 
27  * Abby Chang 
28  April Millhollen 
  
 
  
Members, *children under 18, 
and non-member participants for 
whom we have birthday and   
anniversary information. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
  
 
15      Mona & Bob Behrens 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
If we miss your special day, 
please call the church office so 
we can get you  entered on our 
calendar. 
  
  
  

MONTH OF MARCH 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1 EAST FIRST STREET 

CORNING, NEW YORK 14830 
 

Reverends James & Banu Moore, Interim Pastors 
Home Phone: 607-654-7875 

Pastor Banu’s Cell Phone: 607-664-7876 
Pastor James’ Cell Phone:  607-542-6889 

 
Interim Pastors’ Office Hours:  

Monday - Thursday  9:00 a.m. - noon 
 

Church Phone: 607-937-5419 
Church Fax: 607-937-9731 

 
Church Hours: Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - noon & 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Church Email:  office@corningpresby.org 
Visit us on the web: www.corningpresby.org 

 
Sunday School:      9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2014 
 

The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for April Messenger articles 
is March 15th.  Ar ticles may either be 
emailed to the church or left in the church 
office. Any information received after the 
15th will appear in the May issue. 

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 


