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The journey of the Magi is a journey of vision,
discernment, transformation – it is deeply a
faith journey.
T.S. Eliot penned the following poem,, “Journey
of the Magi” in 1927. That same year, Eliot
reached a major milestone in his own faith
journey. An intellectual who had studied
Buddhist and Hindu philosophy at Harvard
University, came to saving faith in Jesus Christ
and was baptized. His poem chronicles Eliot’s
own journey to conversion.
‘A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of year
For a journey, and such a long journey:
The ways deep and the weather sharp,
The very dead of winter.’
And the camels galled, sore-footed, refractory,
Lying down in the melting snow.
There were times we regretted
The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces,
And the silken girls bringing sherbet.
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling
And running away, and wanting their liquor and women,
And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters,
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly
And the villages dirty and charging high prices:
A hard time we had of it.
At the end we preferred to travel all night,
Sleeping in snatches,
With the voices singing in our ears, saying
That this was all folly.
Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley,
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation;
With a running stream and a water mill beating the darkness,
And three trees on the low sky,
And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow.

Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel,
Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver,
And feet kicking the empty wineskins.
But there was no information, and so we continued
And arrived at evening, not a moment too soon
Finding the place; it was (as you may say) satisfactory.
All this was a long time ago, I remember,
And I would do it again, but set down
This set down
This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly,
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,
But had though they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.
In 1927, Eliot was also working on a book on the Anglican preacher Lancelot Andrewes . The first five
lines of the poem are lifted, with some poetic alterations, from Lancelot Andrewes’ Nativity sermon,
preached for King James on Christmas Day 1622.
In that sermon, Andrewes said the Magi readily undertook “a wearisome, irksome, troublesome,
dangerous, unseasonable journey” to follow the star to the Christ child.
We join the Magi on this sacred journey — not just a merely a geographical adventure but a pilgrimage
experience — a search for a deeper place. The pilgrimage to Bethlehem is a privileged time and space
for discovery, discernment, and illumination — it is a journey of conversion which leads to
transformation. The Magi follow the star. Without truly knowing where they are going they seek the
way in prayer and contemplation.
Having drawn near to the Divine, they are now transformed by the experience of the Christ child in the
manger, and ready to live in a completely new and reflective way.
Touched and nourished by God’s very being, the Magi now return home ready to face the routine of life
with new hope and purpose. They can now see the extraordinary in the ordinary and take notice of life
in wonder. Their inward search has led them to a life of paying homage, a song of praise and gratitude.
Like the Magi, we too are led to Jesus. We are invited to come close to the borders of Mystery and
search for God in the stable of our hearts. We are called to undertake a spiritual journey. The journey is
indeed full of dangers and obstacles. The way is not easy and all along there are temptations to give up
the trip all together. Faith will not come easily and transformation happens when we are willing to let
those voices that proclaim it all to be folly to recede to the background as we press onward.
As the transformed seekers, the Magi travel home “by another road.” This is the constant invitation and
challenge of the journey of the Magi.

This Advent, you are invited to make the journey with the Magi and join in the pilgrimage experience
with all those who are searching for God in the humility of a fragile baby and who wish to travel home
transformed.
This journey, if we are truly attentive, will take us to a new place. Where that new place is and how God
is leading us there will emerge in our prayer, in our commitment, and in our sharing of insights to enrich
the community of faith here at First Presbyterian Church.
There is a Prayer and Retreat Room set up on the second floor during Advent and Christmas, filled with
creative stations for you to just take some time and just pay attention to the manger of your heart.
Advent Bible Study on Thursdays, Holding Hands with God, will focus on many great passages from the
book of Isaiah.
There will be many opportunities for worship, fellowship and prayer:
 Hanging of the Greens Celebration for All Ages – December 1
 Prayer Dinner – December 8
 First Lunch Bunch – December 11
 Wassail – December 15
 Interim Pastors’ Christmas Party for Staff and Volunteers – December 19
 Birthday Party for Jesus – December 22
 Family Christmas Eve Worship – December 24
 Christmas Eve Communion – December 24
 Christmas Dinner for Community – December 25
May our Advent journey with Magi lead us to repeat the verses from T.S. Eliot’s timeless poem:
All this was a long time ago, I remember,
And I would do it again, but set down
This set down
This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly,

We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,
But had though they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,

But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.

May we all share in the vision, discernment and transformation!
A blessed Advent and a wondrous Christmas to all…
Pastors James and Banu

CORNERS AT
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
HANGING OF THE
GREENS CELEBRATION
FOR ALL AGES
Sunday, December 1st, at 4pm
Followed by Pizza Dinner and
Worship Service of Songs and
Images in the Fellowship Hall

An annual tradition for all ages, Hanging of the
Greens is a time for joining our hands and hearts
preparing the church for Jesus - Emmanuel, GodWith-Us.
At 4pm we will gather for a family time with
activities for children and youth and hanging
the greens throughout the church. We will have a
Pizza Dinner followed by worship in the
Fellowship Hall with songs and images. There will
be opportunities to make wreaths, create
Chrismons, dabble in fun art and some surprises.

in wake of the recession," as mentioned by
Natasha Thompson, President and CEO of the
Food Bank of the Southern Tier in a November
5th article in The Leader. These cuts will have a
tremendous impact or consequence on those
facing food insecurity.
Corning Community Food Pantry can expect to
have its highest year ever in regard to the people
served and the amount of food distributed. Each
month we forward to area churches our monthly
statistics, and each month these numbers are
surpassing previous numbers. In October we
served 706 households, 851 children, 1,452
adults, and 185 elderly.
This month we could use canned soups and
canned fruit. Diapers, baby food, and baby cereal
are also frequently requested. We could also use
new or gently used clothing for our clothing closet.
Please help us help those who come
to us with a food insecurity need. Mail
a monetary donation to CCFP, P.O.
Box 1255, Corning, NY 14830. We
appreciate
your
support
and
dedication to this issue.
PARISH LIFE & MEMBERSHIP

So mark your calendars and join us for a feastfilled time of community in fellowship and action.

Our thanks go out to Cheri Crozier and the CROP
Walk team, and the Personnel committee for
hosting Fellowship Times in October and
November.

MISSION & OUTREACH
Alternative Gift Fair
Searching for a gift for that hard to buy for person.
We have just the solution for you. The Mission
Team will again be hosting an Alternative Gift Fair
during Fellowship Time on December 1st,
December 8th, and December 15th. We will have
items available in a wide variety of price ranges
and from a wide variety of organizations. There
will be something for everyone on your list. Check
us out! You can also use the order form that is
included in this Messenger.
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Fellowship Time
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Corning Community Food Pantry
As a result of the cuts of SNAP, the food stamp
program, our food pantry and other area pantries
will undoubtedly "see an increased need for food
assistance across our area that is already
stretched trying to meet the sustained high need

If you would like to host a Fellowship Time some
Sunday, please call Rose Houper, Susan
Sheldon, or the church office. It is not difficult.
Help is available and expenses are covered.
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Wassail
The annual Wassail will take place following
worship on Sunday, December 15th, in the
Fellowship Hall. Each family should bring one
dozen Christmas cookies to share.
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Birthday Party for Jesus
Please join us for a special Fellowship Time on
Sunday, December 22nd, as we celebrate Christ’s
birth with birthday cake, coffee, and punch.

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY

IN MEMORIAM

The Faith Formation Ministry is holding a Prayer
Dinner on Sunday, December 8th, at 6:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. It will be a simple soup and bread
supper, fellowship, and communal time of sharing
and praying. All are welcome to join the dinner for
a relaxing, renewing, refreshing time in God’s
presence!

Alyse Pope Schrickel
January 21, 1918 - October 30, 2013

DEACONS

NEW ADDRESSES

Christmas Day Dinner
Our 38th Annual Christmas Day Dinner is fast
approaching, and we need your help!
We need donations of food, such as turkeys,
stuffing mix, pickles, olives, cheese, crackers,
quick breads, and pies. We also need volunteers
to help set up, with transportation, to serve, and to
clean up. Sign-up sheets for donations and
volunteers are located on the bulletin board outside of Fellowship Hall. Please take a moment to
check them out and consider how you might be
able to help. Thank you!
The doors will open at noon, and
dinner will be served at 12:30 p.m.

A memorial service was held
at First Presbyterian Church
on November 14, 2013

Angus Craig and Kim Newton
Harry and Merrilees
357 Shellbourne Dr.
Rochester Hills, MI 48309
Eleanor Stebbins
The Laurels
39 Central Ave.
Wellsboro, PA 16901
Norma Scott
37202 Spring Dale Ave.
Palm Desert, CA 92211
Teresa Danforth
476 Crescent Ave. Upper
Buffalo, NY 14214

5:30 p.m. - Family Service
11:00 p.m. - Carols, Candlelight,
and Communion
Service

ANNUAL REPORT TIME
A reminder to all Team Leaders and Committee
Chairpersons that the deadline for your annual
report is 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 31st.
You can either email your report to the church
office or leave a copy of your report in the office.

The church office will be open on Monday,
December 23rd, and Tuesday, December 24th,
from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. - 5:00
p.m. The office will be closed on Wednesday,
December 25th, Thursday, December 26th, and
Friday, December 27th. The office will also be
closed on Wednesday, January 1st, for New
Year’s Day.

Remember, it’s not too early to get your
report done and avoid rushing to do it
after the holidays.

Remember, when the office is closed, you can
leave a phone message and we will return your
call when the office reopens. Or, if you have a
pastoral emergency, you can call the Interim
Pastors at 607-654-7875.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH IRS RULES the last
day contributions can be credited to your 2013
financial statement is Tuesday, December 31st.
Payments must be received and mail must be
postmarked by December 31st to be recorded in
2013. Payments received or postmarked after
December 31st will be credited to your 2014
statement.

OUR DAILY BREAD – The latest edition
(December - February) is available in the back of
the sanctuary and in the office.
This daily
inspirational booklet is offered to you free of
charge.

PRAYER CORNER

INTERIM PASTORS’ CHRISTMAS PARTY
FOR STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS
IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
December 19th from 11:30 am — 1:00 pm

All are invited to join
Pastors James and Banu
for a time of celebration and fellowship
as we share our appreciation
for our staff and all who volunteer
with many aspects of our parish life.
We will share in food,
recognize gifts of many servants, and cherish
the love of Christ in and through us.
Please let us know if you are coming
by calling the office.

Grandpa’s Tree - When I first saw the twisted
Christmas tree, I wished Grandpa were alive to fix
it. He could make any tree beautiful. He would get
his saws and clippers and would cut and shape the
tree so that it looked like it had been grown in a
greenhouse when he was done.
Then the rest of the family would add lights,
ornaments, and garland, and the imperfect tree
was ready for a perfect celebration. What a
transformation!
Life is like that crooked tree. Each of us comes to
God bent and misshapen from the effects of sin.
But when we put our faith in Christ as Savior, God
lovingly begins His work in us, transforming us from
the inside out (Philippians 1:6). Then He puts us
into the care of His family, the church, and they
continue His work by adding the lights of truth
(Ephesians 4:15), the ornaments of encouragement (2 Timothy 4:2), and the garlands of love (1
Peter 4:8). What teamwork!
The message of Grandpa’s tree is this: Under
God’s loving care, a life marred by sin can become
beautiful!
Our Daily Bread

PRAYER AND RETREAT ROOM FOR THE SEASONS OF
ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, AND EPIPHANY

On the Second Floor in the Covenant Room
Beginning December 4th — Open
Monday — Friday during Office Hours
9am — 12pm and 1:30pm — 5pm

All nights where there are meetings
during evenings (check the church calendar)

Sundays before worship and after worship
and in the early afternoon (1pm — 3pm)
Our days, our lives are busy, there is no doubt about that! We are pulled by many directions. If we are going full
speed ahead right now, the last thing we may have in mind is to retreat and pray.
Just rushing ahead can be dangerous. No one can go full speed all the time. We will run out of fuel. The best way to
refuel is to stop and retreat. A Retreat is a RETREAT FROM our ordinary patterns and a RETREAT TO a "place" where we
can be more receptive to the graces God wants to offer us.
Following the Journey of the Magi, the Prayer and Retreat Room is set-up for all ages to take some time away
from busy schedules with a reflective and interactive experience of Advent and Christmas. The journey is represented
with a series of stations to help refocus our attention on the presence of God-with-Us while using all of our senses to
open our hearts and minds to listen to God’s voice and encounter God incarnate.
Retreat is a time to stop and rest so we can go on again. A time to return to basics: basic attitudes, basic beliefs, the
basic balance of life. Above all, a retreat is a rest in God, in whom "we live and move and have our being."
You are invited to enter the manger of your own heart and listen. God loves you. God embraces you. God will guide
you. Listen to the whispers of the Spirit and journey to Bethlehem with the Magi...

2013 ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR
Express the true meaning of Christmas through your gift-giving this year. Use this list to
select a special way to honor those on your holiday list. The fair will be held on December 1st,
December 8th, and December 15th during Fellowship Time. Come see the card display for
gifts!
MEDICAL BENEVOLENCE FOUNDATION: In partnership with the Presbyterian Church (USA), the
MBF works to support the health ministries of Christian churches in other countries.
___ HIV / AIDS

$3.00

TOTAL $
_______

___ Vaccinations

$2.00

_______

___ Food and Care

$15.00

_______

___ Malaria Nets

$10.00

_______

___ Medicine

$5.00

_______

___ Healthcare Training

$50.00

_______

___ Medical Care

$15.00

_______

___ Women and Children’s Health

$25.00

_______

Any $ amount

_______

Testing and antiretroviral (ARV) treatment
Mobile health clinic providing vaccinations
Food and care for children at a community based child care center

Malaria nets for a family

Medicine to treat malaria or TB
Train midwife or healthcare worker

Hospital care for indigent patients
Maternity and well-baby care

___ Support for Medical Benevolence Foundation Ministries
For use where most needed

Sub-Total for Medical Benevolence Foundation

$________

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: Volunteers from our local chapter, Southeastern Steuben County
Habitat for Humanity, will sell a variety of alternative gifts and Habitat merchandise during the gift
fair.
Sub-Total for Habitat for Humanity $________

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE: Funds received into this account will provide for immediate assistance and long-term recovery following disasters in the United States and foreign countries. Your faithful giving is appreciated.
Sub-Total for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance)

(OVER PLEASE)

$________

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL: For over 60 years, Heifer has provided needy families around the
world with livestock ranging from water buffalo to bees as a stepping stone to self-sufficiency. These
and other gifts are available:
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___

Flock of Ducks/Geese
Flock of Chicks
Honeybees
Trio of Rabbits
Share of Rabbits
Tree Seedlings
Share of Tree Seedlings
Pig, Sheep, or Goat
Share of a Pig, Sheep, or Goat
Llama
Share of a Llama
Water Buffalo
Share of a Water Buffalo
Heifer
Share of a Heifer

TOTAL $
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______

$20.00
$20.00
$30.00
$60.00
$10.00
$60.00
$10.00
$120.00
$10.00
$150.00
$20.00
$250.00
$25.00
$500.00
$50.00

Sub-Total for Heifer International

$_________

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROGRAM: Participate as a witness to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ in timely and effectively meeting the physical, psychological, and spiritual needs
of communities affected by natural and human-caused disasters – particularly those that are
marginalized.
___
___
___
___
___
___
___

Oral Rehydration Therapy
5 School Kits
Birthing Kit
Hygiene Kit
10 Blankets
Emergency Clean-up Bucket
10 Jerry Cans

$10.00
$75.00
$35.00
$10.00
$50.00
$56.00
$15.00

Sub-Total for CWS Emergency Response

TOTAL $
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______

$_________

Sub-total for Medical Benevolence
$_______
Sub-total for Habitat for Humanity
_______
Sub-total for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance ________
Sub-total for Heifer International
________
Sub-total for CWS Emergency Response
________
__ check payable to First Presbyterian Church __ cash

GRAND TOTAL

Name_____________________________________________

$_________

Phone______________________

Address___________________________________ City __________________ Zip __________

MONTH OF DECEMBER
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
1
2
3
9
10
11
12
14
15
16
17
19
20
22
23
25
26
27
31

Liselotte Lull
David Rudy
James Ecker, Jr.
* Samuel Kelly
Vivian Dedrick
Belinda Wilcox
* Megan Kelly
Kailee Neuner
Marjorie Denson
Rosalie Grigsby
Rev. James Moore
James Ecker, Sr.
Frank Hamm
Jeff Rice
Karen Perreault
* Hanna Millhollen
* Caitlin Holmes
Eleanor Stebbins
Jeff Perrin
Jesus
* Harry Craig
* David Kelly
Mary Baer
Barb McLaughlin

Members, *children under 18, and
non-member participants for whom we
have birthday and anniversary
information.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
7
8
12
27

Bob & Jean Boell
Jessie & Jackie Curry
Walter & Janet Jones
Robert & Margaret Brill

If we miss your special day, please call
the church office so we can get you
entered on our calendar.
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Jesus Is
Our
Focus
In All
We Do

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1 EAST FIRST STREET
CORNING, NEW YORK 14830
Reverends James & Banu Moore, Interim Pastors
Home Phone: 607-654-7875
Cell Phone: 607-664-7876
Interim Pastors’ Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - noon
Church Phone: 607-937-5419
Church Fax: 607-937-9731
Church Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - noon & 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Church Email: office@corningpresby.org
Visit us on the web: www.corningpresby.org
Sunday School:
9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m.

2013
The Messenger is published monthly.
DEADLINE for January Messenger
articles is December 15th. Ar ticles may
either be emailed to the church or left in the
church office. Any information received
after the 15th will appear in the February
issue.

