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Pastor’s Message for February 2021 Messenger 

 
 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

There is an old and inaccurate American cliché that the Chinese word for “crisis” is 
composed of the characters for “danger” and “opportunity.”  The first part is correct, but the 
second character is better translated not as “opportunity,” but as “change point” (having a 
daughter with a masters degree in Asian studies who is working on her doctorate in Japanese 
Religion has taught me to try to get these things right!).  Unlike “opportunity,” which we tend 
to interpret as always being positive, “change point” is neutral; it can have either positive or 
negative consequences. 

As Christians, we know that change is part of God’s plan for us and for all of creation.  
Ecclesiastes 3:1 teaches us that “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity 
under the heavens” (NIV).  Although we often do not like change and are unable to understand 
why things can’t just stay the same, we are taught that God has ordained change for our own 
good.  A world that never changed would be a world that was lifeless and desolate.  For there to 
be life, there must be change. 

How are we to live when the pace of change feels so rapid, especially since the begin-
ning of the pandemic a year ago?  The Teacher of Ecclesiastes offers an answer: “I know that 
there is nothing better for people than to be happy and to do good while they live. That each of 
them may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God” (3:12-13).  
In other words, embrace the basics.  Find things that make you happy and do them.  Do good 
while you yet live and have the power to do so.  Enjoy your food and drink and find satisfaction 
in a day’s work.  As we all know, there is always good work that needs to be done if we only 
have the will to do it, and that fact doesn’t change whether we are in our prime earning years or 
honorably retired.  There is always good that needs to be done.  The ability and the power to do 
good and find satisfaction in doing it is a very underrated but supremely important gift of God.. 

We are indeed passing together through a “change point” in our history and there is po-
tential danger in doing so.  But whether this time of change turns out to be a positive or a nega-
tive—well, that depends on us and what we do.  There are yet opportunities to be happy and to 
do much good, if we will recognize them.  There is food and drink to be enjoyed and there is 
satisfaction to be had if we will only try to “fill the unforgiving minute/With sixty seconds’ 
worth of distance run” (Rudyard Kipling, If).  It all depends on how we choose to interpret 
“change.” 

God bless and keep you all healthy and safe.   

 

Your brother in Christ Jesus, 
Pastor Jeff 



 

LAPP MEMORIAL COLLEGE 
SCHOLARSHIP 

 
The Lapp Memorial College Scholarship 
Fund, established in May 2013 in memory 
of Dr. Josef (J.C.) Lapp, son of the late Dr. 
Milton Lapp and his wife Margret, is offer-
ing 3 scholarships in 2021 for $500 each.  
Any person enrolled at a college or universi-
ty is eligible to apply.  Members or relatives 
of members of our church will have prefer-
ence.  Application forms will be available at 
area high schools, the church office, and on 
the church website beginning February 15.  
Completed applications are due in the 
church office by April 15, 2021.  Including 
this year, the Fund will have awarded schol-
arships exceeding $6,000.   
 
The original gift of $7,500 has grown to its 
current value of $42,358 through donations 
by family, members and friends of the 
church, and its investment in the Presbyteri-
an Foundation.  Individuals can donate to 
any of our endowment funds at any time, or 
leave a bequest through a will or estate plan, 
a gift that never stops giving.    

 
 

CORNERS AT 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
 
 

 

  *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *      
 

VERSE FOR THE NEW YEAR 2021 

“Bless the Lord, all his works, in all 

places of his dominion.  Bless the 

Lord, O my soul”. 

 

Psalm 103:22  

Choose your own verse for the new 

year 2021.  The basket is located 

just outside the church office at the 

top of the stairs. 

MONTHLY INCOME AND 
EXPENSE REPORT 

 

See the newly released 2020 Annu-
al Report for current church income 
and expense information. 



The AARP in Elmira is offering free 
tax assistance from February 1-April 
15.  For more information call (607) 
735-2424. 

 
EXTRA GIVING OPPORTUNITY 
 
 
The Stewardship and Finance Committee 
expresses its sincere appreciation to all 
who worship with us in person and 
online and support our church financial-
ly.  With the recent enactment of a sec-
ond Economic Stimulus Payment 
(Stimulus Check), some individuals may 
see this as a windfall and consider ways 
to help others during these challenging 
times.  You might choose to use a portion 
of this stimulus money to increase your 
estimated giving to the church for 2021 
and designate that it be used to help re-
duce the budget deficit.  If you like the 
idea of supporting the church for many 
years in the future, your contribution 
could be made to an endowment in sup-
port of the annual budget.  If we each 
give as we are able, together we can do a 
lot.  Let us consider giving in proportion 
to how much God has blessed our lives, 
and the lives of our loved ones. 

 
“ASHLESS ASH  
WEDNESDAY 

SERVICE” 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 17 
7:00PM  

IN THE SANCTUARY 
 

Our Facebook Page: 
www.fb.me/CorningFirstPresby 

The YouTube Channel:    
www.bit.ly/CorningWorship 

http://www.fb.me/CorningFirstPresby
http://www.bit.ly/CorningWorship


 

JANUARY 2021 TRIVIA #9 ANSWER 

 
Last month’s Trivia picture shows the fan box and bellows that supplies the air to operate the 
organ in the choir loft. It is located in the blower room in the north west corner of the choir loft. 
 

FEBRUARY 2021 

First Presbyterian Church Building Trivia #10 

Can you guess what part of the church this is?  
 
What is going on here and when did this take place? 
 
Email Curt at sexton@corningpresby.org with your guess. 
 
Check out next month’s Messenger for the answer and another bit of Church Building Trivia. 

mailto:sexton@corningpresby.org


Week Date Chapters 

0 1/13/21 Introduction 

1 1/20/21 Book 1, Ch. 1-2 

2 1/27/21 Book 1, Ch.3-5 

3 2/03/21 Book 2, Ch. 1-3 

4 2/10/21 Book 2, Ch. 4-5 

5 2/17/21 Book 3, Ch. 1-4 

6 2/24/21 Book 3, Ch. 5-6 

7 3/3/21 Book 3, Ch. 7-10 

8 3/10/21 Book 3, Ch. 11-12 

9 3/17/21 Book 4, Ch. 1-3 

10 3/24/21 Book 4, Ch.4-6 

11 3/31/21 Book 4, Ch. 7-9 

12 4/7/21 Book 4, Ch. 10-11 

Reading Plan for “Mere Christianity”  



Thank you Susan Vermillion 
for Providing the Screen Shot. 

Thanks to everyone that attended the 2021 Annual Congregational Meeting 
and Special Meeting of the Corporation held via Zoom on Sunday, January 24. 



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

MONTH OF FEBRUARY 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
 
  2 Pro & Gail Bardhan 
  7     BJ & Jamie Smith 
16     Pete & Joan Woodhouse 
29 Graham & Dee Wightman 
 
If we miss your special day, 
please let us know so we can  in-
clude the information on our cal-
endar. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
 
2     Becky DeRosa 
3     Mona Behrens 

*Ryan MacDougall 
  5 Beth Landin 
  7     Janice Haynes 
10 Scott Beres 
13 Graham Wightman 
15  *Sam Palmesano 
17 Andrea Fisher 
23      *Luke McNaughton 
 
Members, *children under 18, 
and non-member participants 
for whom we have birthday and   
anniversary information. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
6:30p M&O 
Committee 

 

3 
11:00a ZOOM 

Bible Study 
“Mere 
Christianity” 

4 
11:00a ZOOM 
Fellowship  
5:30p Worship 
Committee 

5 

Church  Office  
Closed 

 
 

6 

7 
10:30a 
Communion 
Worship  
Service 
FACEBOOK  
YOUTUBE 
SOUPER BOWL 
OF CARING 

8 9 

6:30p Deacons 

10 
11:00a ZOOM 

Bible Study 
“Mere 
Christianity” 

11 
11:00a ZOOM 
Fellowship  
5:30p Trustees 

12 
Church  Office  
Closed 

13 

14 

 
 
 
10:30a 
Worship  
Service 
FACEBOOK  
YOUTUBE 

15 
Church  Office  
Closed for 
“Presidents Day” 

 
 

16 17 
11:00a ZOOM 

Bible Study 
7:00p “Ashless 
Ash Wednesday 
Service”  
 
 

18 
11:00a ZOOM 
Fellowship  

19 
Church  Office  
Closed 

20 

21 
10:30a 
Worship  
Service 
FACEBOOK  
YOUTUBE 

22 23 24 

11:00a ZOOM 

Bible Study 
“Mere 
Christianity” 

25 
11:00a ZOOM 
Fellowship  
6:30p  Session 

 
 

26 
Church  Office  
Closed 

27 

28 
10:30a 
Worship  
Service 
FACEBOOK  
YOUTUBE 

      

 February 

 2021 



Lenten Coloring Fun 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Reverend Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor 

E-Mail:  pastorjeff@corningpresby.org 

Church Phone:  607-937-5419 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  

(closed 12 - 1 for lunch) 

Church E-Mail:  office@corningpresby.org 

Web Page:  www.corningpresby.org 

 Fb.me/CorningFirstPresby 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for Messenger articles 
is the 15th of the prior month.  Ar ti-
cles may be emailed to the church or 
left in the church office.  

Jesus Is  
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 

Bless the Lord, all his works, in all 
places of his dominion.  Bless the 
Lord, O my soul.   
 

Psalm 103.22 

SUNDAY WORSHIP      10:30 AM 
Our Facebook Page: 
www.fb.me/CorningFirstPresby 
The YouTube Channel:    
www.bit.ly/CorningWorship 

mailto:pastorjeff@corningpresby.org
mailto:office@corningpresby.org
http://www.corningpresby.org
http://www.fb.me/CorningFirstPresby
http://www.bit.ly/CorningWorship

