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Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to
see whether they are from God, because many false prophets
have gone out into the world. … You, dear children, are from
God and have overcome them, because the one who is in
you is greater than the one who is in the world. They are from
the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world,
and the world listens to them. We are from God, and whoever
knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not
listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the
spirit of falsehood.
(1 John 4:1, 4-6 NIV) (emphasis added).
1 John 4:4 is one of the most quoted passages in the Bible. It’s easy to see why: we all need a boost of
motivation now and then and this verse seems to fit the bill. You can find it on coffee mugs and t-shirts and in
the lyrics of Christian songs. Yet it is so much more than a catchphrase or a motivational statement for fearless living. But to understand what this verse is really about, we have to read it in context.
The original context was that “false prophets,” in other words, “false teachers of God’s Word,” had
arisen who were using the name of Jesus to support their own agendas; agendas that were contrary to scripture and the Christian tradition. They are the ones who are described as being “in the world;” they speak
from the viewpoint of the world and worldly people listen to them. In contrast, those who are “of God” speak
God’s truth; whoever knows God listens to them and not to the false prophets. Thus, the meaning of the
verse is that the truth taught by those who are from God will overcome the false teachers and their lies because God is in those who teach the truth.
How can we hope to overcome those who spread falsehoods in the name of Jesus if we do not have a
sufficient grasp of the truth ourselves? The answer is: we cannot. God has chosen to reveal Godself to us in
Jesus Christ and the Bible is the unique and authoritative witness to Him. There is no substitute for Bible
study. There is no substitute for testing the truth of what we believe in discussions with other Christians seeking to be faithful. There is just no easy substitute for applying ourselves to the better understanding of God’s
Word. This is why our church offers a Bible study and a book study each week and this is why we all should be
there. Next to worship, our studies should be the most heavily attended church events we have and yet they
are not. This is a good time of year to examine ourselves and ask why growing in our understanding of God is
not a higher priority than it has been. If we do, we will be surprised to discover that reading the Bible together is not a chore, but an endless source of joy and delight. But we will never experience this joy if we do not
first commit ourselves to coming together for this purpose.
There are a lot of people claiming to speak for Jesus these days. Many of them do not because their
words are not consistent with the Jesus made known in scripture. We follow them at our peril because, since
their words do not come from God, their teachings will lead us away from God. How will we know the difference if we do not apply ourselves to studying God’s Word together? I pray that in this new year we all will.
Your brother in Christ Jesus,
Pastor Jeff
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What Would It Be Like
to Ride a Bus
from Hell to Heaven?
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Lapp Memorial College Scholarship
Endowment Fund
The College Scholarship Endowment Fund was created in
2013 by Dr. Milton Lapp and wife Margret in memory of
their son Dr. Josef (J.C.) Lapp. In 2018 it was renamed
the Lapp Memorial College Scholarship Endowment
Fund.

The Fund provides scholarships for students enrolled in a
brick and mortar college or university. Students who are
members, or have family members who are members of
First Presbyterian Church of Corning and students studying the sciences, the ministry, or the humanities, will
have preference, but all students who apply will be considered.
In 2018 three $500 scholarships were awarded and again
in 2019 three $500 scholarships will be available.
If you know of a high school senior or college student
that would be interested in applying for the scholarship,
more information can be obtained by calling the church
office and the application is on the church website. The
deadline for applying is April 15, 2019.

The Memorial Garden
The First Presbyterian Church Memorial Garden was created in the summer of 2004. It was dedicated October
31, 2004 and rededicated with the addition of the columbarium October 2006.
The Memorial Garden is a place set apart where cremains are placed. It allows ashes to be scattered in the
soil, becoming part of a living garden or placed in cremation urns in niches of the columbarium.
The current fee is $450 for scattering of ashes and $500
for a single interment; $900 for a companion niche.
Once payment is made there is no obligation for any further payment. Fees will be invested in a perpetual care
fund.
Arrangements or application shall be through the church
office or the minister. For more information or details
contact the Major Gifts and Endowment Committee.

C.S. Lewis’ The Great Divorce is a classic tale about
just such a journey. An
extraordinary meditation
upon good and evil, grace
and judgment, Lewis’s revolutionary idea is that the
gates of Hell are locked
from the inside. Using his extraordinary descriptive
powers, Lewis’ The Great Divorce may change the
way we think about good and evil.
On Wednesday nights, from February 6-27, we
will have the opportunity to get together, enjoy
some good food and some good conversation
about this amazing story. There will be a pot-luck
dinner beginning at 6:00 PM with the discussion to
begin promptly at 6:30 and finish by 7:30 PM. You
are welcome to come for dinner and stay for the
discussion or skip dinner and come only for the
discussion. Last year, we had a lot of fun with another book by Lewis, The Screwtape Letters, and
expect that we will enjoy this one just as much.
Books will be available for $12.75 in the church
office, or feel free to purchase a copy on your own.
Please try to read the first 40 pages for Week 1.
We look forward to seeing you on Wednesdays in
February!

MITTEN TREE
Submitted by Rose Houper

I would like to thank everyone
who donated mittens, hats, and
socks to our mitten tree for the
Salvation Army. We collected
104 items which is fantastic! A
special thanks goes out to Martha Saunders who knitted 40
pairs of mittens. Great job everyone!
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New Topical Studies for Sunday Morning!
Beginning February 3, on Sundays from 9:00-10:00 AM, we will be discussing an exciting range of topics from the series, The Thoughtful Christian. Each Sunday, a handout for the next week will be available at the
back of the sanctuary. Please read the handout in preparation for a good discussion of the topic.
By popular request, our first topic will be Creationism, Evolution, and Intelligent Design: What’s a Christian to Believe? In this two-session study, various schools of thought are described and examined. In
the second session, we will talk about how one can be both scientific and Christian.
We hope you will come out on Sunday mornings for some lively discussions that will help us all to grow
as followers of Jesus Christ.
February 3
February 10
February 17

Creationism, Evolution, and Intelligent Design, Pt. 1
Creationism, Evolution, and Intelligent Design, Pt. 2
Books That Didn't Make the Bible and Why, Pt. 1

February 24
March 3
March 10

Books That Didn't Make the Bible and Why, Pt. 2
Understanding Ash Wednesday and Lent
Biblical Accounts of the Crucifixion, Pt. 1

March 17
March 24
March 31
April 7
April 14

Biblical Accounts of the Crucifixion, Pt. 2
Does God Demand Blood?
What Is Sin?
Does Hell Exist?
The Meaning of Salvation

April 21
April 28

Four Accounts of Jesus' Resurrection
Break

UPCOMING EVENTS!

WINTER FELLOWSHIP SCHEDULE
February 3rd:
February 10th:
February 17th:
February 24th:

Parish Life
Holmes Family
Parish Life
Swenson Committee

March 3rd:
March 10th:
March 17th:
March 24th
March 31st:

Handbell Choir
Parish Life
M.G. & E.
Girls Scouts (pending)
Faith Formation

Thank you for
hosting
Fellowship Hour!

February 2:

6:30 p.m.

Suppers of Eight Mixer

February 10:

8:30 a.m.

Sunday School Breakfast

February 10: 10:30 a.m.

Learn to Worship Class

Wednesdays in February:
Book Discussion “The Great Divorce” by C..S. Lewis
(Potluck supper at 6 and Book Study from 6:30 - 7:30)
March 6:

7:30 p.m.

Ash Wednesday

March 10:

2:00 a.m.

Daylight Savings Time Begins

March 10:

8:30 a.m.

Sunday School Breakfast

March 23:

TBA

Green Eggs & Ham Breakfast
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
2
3
5
6
7
9
10
13
14
15
17
23
24
26

2
7
16
19
29

Becky DeRosa
Mona Behrens
Matt Haas
*Ryan MacDougall
Beth Landin
Roger Grigsby
Janice Haynes
*Matthew Wilcox
Scott Beres
Graham Wightman
Eric Millhollen
*Sam Palmesano
Andrea Fisher
Dave McLaughlin
*Luke McNaughton
Rachel Speciale

Pro & Gail Bardhan
BJ & Jamie Smith
Pete & Joan Woodhouse
Chris & Cheryl Wightman
Graham & Dee Wightman

If we miss your special day, please let us
know so we can include the information on
our calendar.

*Children under 18.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BREAKFAST
The second Sunday of each month is when
we have our delicious Sunday School Breakfast. Everyone is welcome and no reservations are necessary. Please join us on February 10th for delicious
food and fellowship. If you have time, we invite you to stay for
Sunday School. We start eating at 8:30 and Sunday School for all
ages begins at 9:00.

Happy Valentine’s Day - February 14th!
Transportation to Church needed for Dorothy West. If you are able to pick Dorothy up for Worship and other
church events, please contact her, or the church office for her phone number and address in Painted Post.

LITURGISTS NEEDED
We still have a need for Liturgists for March - December of this year.
We appreciate those who have already signed up and helped with our
Sunday morning services. We hope you will consider helping out too.
All information is prepared and sent to you in advance. Please consider assisting with Worship. This is a wonderful way to serve the Lord as
well as our congregation. You can sign up on the bulletin board in the
hallway outside the church office.
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“He is the one you praise; he is
your God, who performed for
you those great and awesome
wonders you saw with your
own eyes.”
Deuteronomy 10:21 (NIV)
Reverend Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor
E-Mail: pastorjeff@corningpresby.org
Church Phone: 607-937-5419
Church Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
(closed 12 - 1 for lunch)
Church E-Mail: office@corningpresby.org
Web Page: www.corningpresby.org

Fb.me/CorningFirstPresby

2019
The Messenger is published monthly.
DEADLINE for March Messenger articles is February 15th. Ar ticles may be
emailed to the church or left in the church
office.

