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Pastor’s Message
I was a stranger and you invited me in. (Mat. 25:29)
As I am writing this, it is my family’s second week in Corning. Flurries of snow are dancing gently
outside my office window as winter reminds us what season we are supposed to be in. At home, we are making gradual headway into the mound of boxes the movers dropped off. At the church, I am beginning the process of getting to know you all. One thing I already know about you: You are very welcoming and generous.
My family and I have deeply appreciated everything you have done for us, from repainting the manse to the
meals you dropped off to the gift cards you gave to help us make our start in Corning, to name just a few. You
have touched us deeply and we thank you all from the bottom of our hearts. We were already glad to be here
but you have made us even happier through your great hospitality.
You remind me that we Christians are at heart a welcoming people. The Bible is full of stories and
commandments about showing hospitality to people we do not know. In perhaps the greatest example, the
“Parable of the Good Samaritan,” Jesus tells a story about a despised foreigner who saves a man beaten by
robbers after two of his own countryman had turned a blind eye to his suffering. Jesus’ question to the lawyer
who was questioning him still resonates with us this day, “‘Which of these three do you think was a neighbor
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?’ The expert in the law replied, ‘The one who had mercy on
him.’ Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’”
It is relatively easy to be merciful toward those whom we regard as being like us. It is a much greater
challenge to be loving toward those who seem strange or even frightening to us. There will always be forces
trying to scare us into narrowing our definition of “us” versus “them,” with the idea that only those who are
like us are deserving of our compassion. But compassion has nothing to do with deserving and everything to
do with grace. Jesus’ parable shows us that we all need to work to expand our definitions of who is worthy of
our loving-kindness until those definitions become meaningless. Keeping the feeling of your welcome of me
and my family in my heart, I hope to be more welcoming toward the strangers I meet in my daily life. I already know that you will do likewise. For “I was a stranger and you invited me in.”

What: Dinner and Lenten Bible Study
When: Each Thursday in Lent, from 6:00-8:00p.m., beginning Feb. 18th
Where: Emanuel Lutheran Church, 149 W. William St., Corning
Theme: “Embracing an Adult Faith”
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THE FIRST LUNCH BUNCH will meet
again on Wednesday, February 10th, at noon.
Come join us for good food and fellowship.
Reservations are needed.
MISSION & OUTREACH

MAJOR GIFTS & ENDOWMENTS
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT
FUND
The purpose is to provide scholarships for students
enrolled in a college or university for the study of
the sciences, the ministry, or humanities. First consideration would be for members of First Presbyterian Church of Corning.
This is our third year of operation, and we will provide two $500 scholarships.
Applications are available in the church office.

Thank you!
A special thank you to the nominating committee,
and Diana Neuner and Barb Sammis for hosting fellowship times this past month. Our committee is
small in number, so we appreciate everyone’s help
in the continuing effort to provide this vital fellowship opportunity each week!
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Finally the weather seems to be reflecting the appropriate season of the year. Snow blankets the ground,
the wind is howling and temperatures are falling.
However, the activity at the Corning Community
Food Pantry is not declining.
December 2015 stats for the Pantry are robust and
clearly mirror the activity of the dedicated volunteers
who operate the busy and full Pantry.
Households served
Adults served
Children served
Elderly served

614
1207
705
178

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS SERVED IN
DECEMBER:
2090

PARISH LIFE & FELLOWSHIP

*

Corning Community Food Pantry

*

Fellowship Time
If you would like to host a Fellowship Time some
Sunday, please call Rose Houper, Susan Sheldon, or
the church office. It is not difficult. Help is available and expenses are covered.

The winter months ahead bring an increased demand
for soups, cocoa, and cereals such as oatmeal. Please
add an item to your grocery cart each time you shop
and donate it to a local pantry. Most pantries are
open frequently to meet the hunger needs of those
who deal with food insecurity. Help a pantry provide
the nourishment that is important to those who come
to us for help.
We would like to send a special acknowledgement to
all those who supported us during the holiday season. Through your generosity we were able to bring
some help to those who depended on us for their sustenance during the special season of giving and caring.

MONTH OF FEBRUARY
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
2
3

5
6
7
8
9
10
13
14
15
17
22
23
26

Becky DeRosa
Mona Behrens
Matt Haas
Beth Landin
Roger Grigsby
Janice Haynes
Milton Lapp
*Matthew Wilcox
Scott Beres
Graham Wightman
Eric Millhollen
*Sam Palmesano
Andrea Fisher
Patty Chang
Dave McLaughlin
Rachel Speciale

Members, *children under 18,
and non-member participants for
whom we have birthday and
anniversary information.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
2
7
16
19
29

Pro & Gail Bardhan
BJ & Jamie Smith
Pete & Joan Woodhouse
Chris & Cheryl Wightman
Graham & Dee Wightman

If we miss your special day,
please let us know so we can
include the information on our
calendar.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1 EAST FIRST STREET
CORNING, NEW YORK 14830
Rev. Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor
Cell Phone: 607-742-8715
Pastor’s Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday - 10:00 am - 12:00pm
Church Phone: 607-937-5419
Church Fax: 607-937-9731
Church Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - noon & 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Church Email: office@corningpresby.org
Visit us on the web: www.corningpresby.org
Sunday School:
9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m.

2016
The Messenger is published monthly.
THE DEADLINE for March Messenger
articles is February 15th. Ar ticles may
either be emailed to the church or left in the
church office. Any information received
after the 15th will appear in the April issue.

