
INTERIM CO-PASTORS’ MESSAGE 

 
February 13, Ash Wednesday, marks the beginning of Lent.   
 
There are many well-known images of Lent — repentance,    
prayer, fasting, charity… At times we view Lent as a dreary, 
tedious, lifeless, bleak time of the church year.  Lent is in-
deed an uncomfortable time but not bleak, tedious or 
dreary… and definitely not boring!  
  

Lent invites us to recognize that there is much unfinished business within our beings, our lives, our 
communities that need to be purged, that need to be cleansed, that need to be redeemed.  The Christian 
faith promises new life; life in all its fullness to those who open themselves up to God, emptying them-
selves so that they can be filled with the life that flows from the Trinity.   
  
As Joan Chittister reminds us, “Lent is a call to weep for what we could have been and are not. Lent is 
the grace to grieve for what we should have done and did not. Lent is the opportunity to change what 
we ought to change and have not. Lent is about becoming, doing and changing whatever it is that is 
blocking the fullness of life in us right now.  Lent is a summons to live anew.” 
  
Even after Adam and Eve chose the forbidden fruit and hid themselves from the presence of God, God’s 
first words to them were, “Where are you?”  The invitation is open: “I am seeking you to bless you and 
to give you life which is full.  Where are you?” 
  
The psalmist speaks to God with the same longing: “You speak in my heart and say ‘Seek my face.’ Your 
face, Lord, will I seek.’”   A life seeking God who is always seeking us...  God is always with us… always 
present…. God wants to be sought: “seek my face”— the invitation comes first.   
  
God declares in Jeremiah 29:13, “When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your 
heart.”  What might it mean for us to “seek God’s face” as disciples, as God’s community called in this 
place, at this time?  What will God reveal to us? 
  
In Hebrew, the word for “face” (panyim) is the same word for “presence” and “self.”  It occurs 2,109 
times in the Scripture…When the psalmist speaks of seeking God’s face, it is the real presence of God 
that he means: God’s whole unfathomable being is what we long for—and what are promised.  
  
Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 4:6 that God has made to shine in our hearts “the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  We are to “seek God’s face”—Christ’s very 
presence—in spirit and in truth…   
 
This is where giving up for Lent might actually come to mean something for all of us… What is prevent-
ing us seeking God and God’s very goodness today…What is preventing us in experiencing – light, space, 
zest! (Psalm 27)? 
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INTERIM CO-PASTORS’ MESSAGE (continued) 

 
What or Who is keeping the eyes of our hearts from seeing that we are, always and everywhere, with the 
God whose name is With-Us? 
  
Lent is a time to be dispossessed of the possessions that possess us so that we can be possessed of God.  
Dispossessing is letting go so that we may experience the times of refreshing from the presence of 
God.  Dispossessing is allowing God to show us as a community where we are to journey with the power 
of the Spirit. 
 
We want to dispossess ourselves this Lent of that which fragments our hearts...our minds... our bodies... 
our soul.  We want to dispossess so that we may be possessed by the movement of the Spirit to grab 
God’s grace, give thanks and live the miracle that is joy… We want to dispossess so that we may be pos-
sessed by inspiration, beauty, creativity, imagination... so that we may share the possibilities of living in 
God's Kingdom -- a life of abundance, not scarcity... Lent is the time to dispossess ourselves so that we 
may live the life of “yes”… Yes to God’s goodness everywhere… 
  
We may feel we are lost with no hope in sight … it is too late to know the presence of God. But by the 
grace of God, nothing’s lost that can’t be found: As we dispossess ourselves from that which is fragment-
ing our lives we will come to see Christ emerging from whatever it is that has hidden him from us in the 
past. 
  
Certainly, God is there, waiting to be found—and not just for our own delight, for the joy of living with 
God forever: once we find, and are found by, the love at the heart of the universe, we will come to see 
what God sees, love as God loves, and participate in the mending of this beautiful and broken world. 
  
This Lent, then, let us journey with commitment to join God so to find life in the emptiest of places and 
to celebrate as the Risen Lord affirms the promises that we are indeed the beloved community.   
 
We are providing various opportunities to delve into Lent and seek God in community.  We pray you will 
join us in this awesome adventure... 

 

All events will take place at our church.  Middle and High School Youth are invited to join in these 
events.  Childcare will be provided with prior arrangements.   

If you need childcare during retreats or workshops, please contact us.   
Don’t forget to invite family and friends… 

  

Blessings for an abundant Lent, 
 
Pastors James and Banu 



DEACONS 
 

Many thanks from the Board of Deacons to all 

congregation members who donated food items 

and their time for the Christmas Dinner.  Your 

help was greatly appreciated by the planners as 

well as those who attended the dinner.  You, the 

congregation, continue to make the dinner a suc-

cess year after year.  Approximately 150  people, 

including guests, take-outs, and workers, were 

served dinner this year. 

Thanks again, 

Board of Deacons 

          

GIRL SCOUT TROOP 40673 

                               

On Sunday, February 3rd, scouts from Troop 

40673 will be hosting a card-making party during 

Fellowship Time. These cards will be part of 

"Salute to Hospitalized Vets" week February 11th 

- 16th. This  is the 6th year of supporting the vets. 

Cards will be sent to the Bath VA, other area VA's, 

Ft. Drum in NY, and other US and foreign bases.  

 

We hope you will be able to stay a few minutes 

and make a card or two. If you would like to make 

cards at home, that’s fine, too.  All we ask is that 

you make (preferably) or buy a Valentine card, put 

“Dear Soldier,” “My Hero,”  “Dear Vet,” etc. and 

a note of thanks for their service and how much 

you appreciate them AND their families, and drop 

them in the office no later than Sunday, February 

3rd, so they can all be delivered together.  

 

As requested by our partners at the Bath VA, we 

use no names or return addresses. You may sign 

your first name if you wish. Thanks! 

 

 

 

  

            
WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

The Worship Committee supervises worship activ-

ities that make His word more relevant and mean-

ingful.  If you are interested in serving on the com-

mittee or have suggestions and/or feedback, please 

call Gary Yoggy at 962-5171. 

 
 

CORNERS AT 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
 

        

MISSION COMMITTEE 

 

Food Pantry 

 

The statistics for the Corning Community Food 

Pantry for the month of December 2012, were: 570 

households served, 677 children served, 1,082 

adults served, and 165 elderly served. Please note 

that the Pantry was closed four days in December 

due to the holidays. 

 

It has been a busy year at Corning Community 

Food Pantry. In 2012 we served close to 24,000 

individuals who suffer from food insecurity. A 

special acknowledgement goes out to all who have 

supported our operational efforts by collecting 

plastic/paper bags, bringing in fresh garden pro-

duce during the summer months, volunteering your 

time, donating food, clothing, or money in 2012. 

You have made an enormous contribution in help-

ing to alleviate hunger in this area. Without your 

support we would not be able to continue to oper-

ate and assist the individuals, children, adults, and 

elderly who come to us with a hunger problem. 

 

This month we could use canned soups such as 

chicken noodle, tomato, and creamed soups. We 

could also use peanut butter, baby food, and baby 

cereal. 

 

 

PARISH LIFE & FELLOWSHIP 

 

Fellowship Time 

 

The PL&F committee would like to thank the 

Worship Committee for hosting a weekly Fellow-

ship Time in January. 

 

If you would like to host a Fellowship Time some 

Sunday, please call Rose Houper, Susan Sheldon, 

or the church office.  It is not difficult.  Help is 

available and expenses are covered. 



 

                   PRAYER CORNER 

 

“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” - Isaiah 40:31 

 

In his book The Wonder of the Word of God, Robert L. Sumner described a Christian man who 

was severely injured in an explosion.  The victim’s face was badly disfigured, and he lost his 

eyesight as well as both hands.  As a new Christian, he was distressed to find that he could no 

longer read the Bible.  Hearing about a lady in England who read Braille with her lips, he sent 

for some books of the Bible in Braille in the hopes he might do the same. 

 

Unfortunately, he discovered in the attempt to learn Braille that the nerve endings in his lips 

had been destroyed by the explosion.  As he brought one of the Braille pages to his mouth, 

however, his tongue happened to touch a few of the raised characters.  The blind man found 

that he could “read” the Bible using his tongue.  Since then, the man has read through the en-

tire Bible four times.  That’s love.   

God Up Close by Doug McIntosh 

OUR DAILY BREAD – The latest edition 

(March - May) is available in the Narthex, 

in the back of the sanctuary, and in the of-

fice.  This daily inspirational booklet is of-

fered to you free of charge. 

 

 

NEW ADDRESS 

 

Ray Hampson (as of 2/2/13) 

1073 Sing Sing Rd.  Apt. H8 

Horseheads, NY  14845 

607-767-6932 

 

 

 

 

 

My heartfelt thanks goes to Peggy   

Schuckers!  As always, her help with the 

annual report is greatly appreciated. I don’t 

know how I would have gotten it complet-

ed on time without her!!! 

Laura White 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

 

Habitat for Humanity will be joining us on 

Sunday, February 24th during Fellowship 

Time to update us about their upcoming 

projects in the area.  We understand that 

Habitat is planning to build TWO houses 

this season vs. ONE - - - so all hands will 

be gratefully accepted.   

 

Habitat also has agreed to make “STONE 

SOUP”.  Those that wish to partake of the 

soup are asked to bring an ingredient that 

they would like to include in the soup.  For 

example a bag of frozen corn or frozen 

peas, a bag of egg noodles - - we think you 

get the idea.  Please RSVP on the Friend-

ship Tablet if you plan to attend.   



 

 

 

 
 

 

COMING HOME TO THE HCOMING HOME TO THE HEART OF GODEART OF GOD  
 

Cultivating a joyful relationship with Jesus  
through spiritual formation 

 

A DAY OF RETREAT, PRAYER, RENEWAL, AND CREATIVITY 
 

Saturday, February 16    10am Saturday, February 16    10am ——  2pm2pm  

With Fellowship LuncheonWith Fellowship Luncheon  
 

When Jesus said, “Follow Me”, he issued the call of our being his disciples.  Being a disciple of                  
Jesus  means we make a daily,  continuous choice to be with him and to learn from him how to live in the 
kingdom of God.  It is clear in the Scripture that the kingdom of God is here and now; it has already be-
gun.  As disciples, then, we journey with Christ in this kingdom co-creating with God while Christ’s life 
flows in and through our lives. 
 

As disciples we are learning to live our lives in the daily grind.  Dallas Willard has put it so well, “I am 

learning from Jesus to live my life as he would live life if he were I. I am not necessarily learning to do 

everything he did, but I am learning how to do everything I do in the manner in which he did all that 

he did. So as his disciple I am not necessarily learning how to do special religious things. My disciple-

ship to Jesus is, within, clearly definable limits, not a matter of what I do, but of how I do it. And it co-

vers everything, ‘religious’ or not.” 
 

Transformation in Jesus Christ is a gift of grace given to every Christian.  It is 
as real as the food we eat.  But the transformed life does not happen by acci-
dent or chance. It has to be carefully taught and nurtured.  
 

What are the practices of contemporary discipleship  
which supports us in this journey?  

 
This retreat will focus on Christian spiritual formation as well as various forms of prayer 
within the Christian tradition while examining the several disciplines in detail to help par-
ticipants open themselves to a growing experience in Jesus Christ.   
 
Each participant will receive a handbook for Christian Formation, a prayer journal, 

booklet on various prayer forms with example prayers and a bibliography of resources 

on prayer.  There will also be opportunities for practicing  creativity with God. 
 

 
If you wish to attend, please register for the events by        

e-mailing  — office@corningpresby.org 
or calling the Office at 607-937-5419 

so that we have enough materials and food for everyone. 
 

Workshops are structured as such that we encourage you  

to come even if you are able to be there for part of the time.   

You will be inspired and nurtured. 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 
 
2     Becky DeRosa 
3     Mona Behrens 

Matt Haas 
  5 Beth Landin 
  6 Roger Grigsby 
  7     Janice Haynes 
8 Milton Lapp 

  9 * Matthew Wilcox 
10 Scott Beres 
13 Graham Wightman 
14 Eric Millhollen 
15 * Sam Palmesano 
17 Andrea Fisher 
22 Patty Chang 
23  Dave McLaughlin 
26 Rachel Speciale 
 
 
Members, *children under 18, and  
non-member participants for whom  
we have birthday and anniversary  
information. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 
 
  2 Gail & Pro Bardhan 
  7     Jamie & BJ Smith 
16     Joan & Pete Woodhouse 
19     Chris & Cheryl Wightman 
29 Dee & Graham Wightman 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
If we miss your special day, please call 
the church office so we can get you  
entered on our calendar. 
 

 

 

MONTH OF FEBRUARY 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1 EAST FIRST STREET 

CORNING, NEW YORK 14830 

 

Reverends James & Banu Moore, Interim Pastors 

Home Phone: 607-654-7875 

Cell Phone: 607-664-7876 

 

Interim Pastors’ Office Hours:  

Monday - Thursday  9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Church Phone: 607-937-5419 

Church Fax: 607-937-9731 

 

Church Hours: Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - noon & 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

 

Church Email:  office@corningpresby.org 

Visit us on the web: www.corningpresby.org 

 

Sunday School:      9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 
 

 

The Messenger is published monthly. 

 

DEADLINE for March Messenger arti-

cles is February 15th.  Articles may either 

be e-mailed to the church or left in the 

church office. Any information received   

after the 15th will appear in the April issue. 

Jesus Is 

Our  

Focus  

In All  

We Do 


