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“Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set
an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith
and in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12 NIV).
I think one of the things we can all agree on is that the youth of this church are important. Often, it is said that our youth are the future of the church. While that is true, it is also true that
they are our present. Only God knows where life will take our children. But today they are with us and,
if we are honest with ourselves, we must confess that we are not doing a great job in meeting their spiritual needs. Yes, we offer Sunday School, and our Sunday School teachers do an amazing job of teaching them the basics of our faith—when the children are present. But too often they are not present.
They are opting out of church participation as soon as they can. And that should concern us all.
What can we do to help our young people grow up in the image of Christ? How can we help
them learn what it means to be a disciple of Jesus and live their faith in their daily life? Where do we, as
a church, need to change in order to encourage their growth? These are the questions that should concern us all. It is often repeated that the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over again
expecting a different result. If we want a different result for our children, what patterns need to be broken and what new patterns need to be established?
These questions can feel overwhelming. But we do not have to puzzle them out on our own. We
can figure it all out together, with the aid of the Holy Spirit. To that end, I am planning to host a Youth
Summit sometime in the next several months. The invitation will focus on our youth themselves, their
parents, and anyone else in the congregation who believes strongly that we need a youth program that
our children can be excited about and that will be a source of support and nurture for them as they meet
their present challenges; a youth program that will help them develop into Christian women and men
prepared to meet the challenges of life. Together, we will develop a vision of what a vibrant youth ministry will look like for First Presbyterian Church and then we will move forward to implement it. Together.
Our Mission and Outreach Committee is already taking a step in the right direction. They have
decided that our mission emphasis for 2017 will be hands-on mission opportunities for children and families. At the core of our faith is Jesus Christ, who said that if we truly want to be great in His kingdom, we
must become the servants of all, just like He did. It has been said that Christian faith is more caught
than taught. By serving together in His name, we will help our children’s faith catch fire within them and
we may just find our own faith rekindled as well.

We can do this. We have the resources. But what we need even more is the collective will to
decide this is important and to make it happen. When the date for our Youth Summit is announced, I
hope you will take the time to participate in this process. We Presbyterians believe that the will of God is
best discerned through groups of believers coming together in Jesus’ name. That means your presence
is essential. In the meantime, please pray daily for our youth and for the church’s discernment of the
best way to serve them and their families. We must do more than just agree that the youth of our community are important. Together, we must act in such a way that they will know this to be true.
Grace and peace to you all,
Pastor Jeff

CORNERS AT
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
MISSION SUPPORT FUND
The Mission Support Fund was established May 15,
1996 with monies from a bequest from Sylvia Pierce
Brown and memorial monies from family and friends in
memory of Sylvia and Donald Brown.
The fund will serve as a repository for future gifts by
those interested in the extended mission of the church.
The purpose of the fund is to support Christian mission
projects and endeavors beyond the internal program
and mission of the church. Its earnings will support the
annual giving of members in commitment to Jesus'
“great commission” to “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.” (Mark
16:14) A full description of the fund's policy is available
in the church office.

MISSION AND
OUTREACH
Painting for a Purpose
Are you looking for a fun way to spend an exciting
evening with friends and support
a great cause?
Join us in Fellowship Hall on
February 10th from 6:30 - 9:00
for a fun, mid-winter event to
raise money for the Potter’s
Hands Foundation and create a
painting to take home or give as
a gift. Can’t paint? No problem!
A template will be provided so your painting will still be
an awesome masterpiece. All art supplies are included
in the price and this event is open to women, men, and
teens. Invite your family and friends!
Tickets are required at a cost of $45.00 and can be
purchased from the church office or any member of the
Mission Team. Your donation will support the Potter’s
Hands Foundation building a safe house for women
rescued from sex trafficking.
If you wish to purchase your tickets on-line using a
credit card:
► Go to: www.pottershandsfoundation.org
► Click on “Events” in the menu bar
► Click on “Click here” after “To order tickets for a
Paint for a Purpose Event”
► Click on “First Presbyterian Church Friday, February
10” and then complete the online form to purchase your
tickets.

PER CAPITA - WHAT DOES
IT DO?
Like many Presbyterians, you
may have asked the question,
"What is Per Capita and what does it do?"
Throughout the month of February, the Stewardship
committee will present information and examples to
convey the importance of per capita to us as members of FPC, Corning.
Briefly, per capita is an amount of money per member (this year, $50.00) that our congregation pays to
our larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Simply
stated, this money is part of the "glue" that holds
Presbyterians together. Specific examples will be
presented and described to help you understand
how your dollars provide for mission services in our
Presbytery and throughout the world.
When you contribute your fair share of per capita,
you free up money from our operating budget for the
work of our church in this community. Oh, there is a
story behind the horse pictured here and it relates to
the need and purpose of per capita from years ago.
Stay tuned for more to come -----

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE
The Lapp Scholarship Fund will be awarding two
$500.00 scholarships this year. This endowment
was established to provide scholarships to students
who are enrolled in a brick-and-mortar college or
university. At the present time the scholarship will
be awarded on an annual basis. A student may apply for the scholarship more than one year. Students who are members, or have family members
who are members of First Presbyterian Church of
Corning and students studying the sciences, the
ministry, or the humanities, will have preference, but
all students who apply will be considered. The financial needs of the applicants will be a consideration.
Please contact the church office for applications and
remember that completed applications are due in the
church office by April 15, 2017.

Corning Community Food Pantry
The holidays are over. They were a special time of
giving or reaching out to those who needed a hand,
a word, or some food. The Corning Community Food
Pantry (CCFP) and board members wish to express
their appreciation to all those in the community and
surrounding area – schools, churches, businesses,
agencies, organizations, medical groupings, corporations, families and individuals who have helped to
sustain our pantry operation and helped us to fulfill
our commitment to those who routinely deal with
food insecurity. Without your help and your joining
us in this endeavor, we would not be able to make a
difference in the lives of so many people. Food insecurity is real but so too, is the ability of all of us to
help those who are affected by it.
The annual statistics of the Corning Community
Food Pantry continue to remain high. In 2016 the
dedicated volunteers served 7,475 households for a
total of 25,677 individuals – 8,513 children, 15,098
adults and 2,066 senior citizens. The Pantry distributed in excess of 271,574 pounds of food.
This year community volunteers helped CCFP distribute 434 Thanksgiving baskets. 1628 individuals
were able to enjoy a holiday meal. The volunteers
qualified the folks, wrote grants, prepared the menu,
ordered the food, picked up the donations and the
ordered food, packed the bags and then on the distribution day, gave out the bags of plenty to those
who were depending on us. These folks – adults,
children and elderly – were able to enjoy healthy and
nutritious foods to feed their hunger but the event
helped to feed their spirit. It was quite moving for all!
Day in and day out the CCFP volunteers open the
Pantry and work hard to meet the requirements of
our mission statement to feed and educate. In addition to our daily operation, there are numerous projects such as the clothing closet, lending library, recipes, cooking demonstrations, Dayspring, ASMS,
Head Start, the active education committee, healthy
food shelf, and the homeless project. Our volunteers
are always looking for a new project that might have
a positive impact in the lives of our folks.

Wednesday Evening Study Group

“There is nothing more crippling than holding on to
anger. Anger, more than any other emotion, has
the power to consume all aspects of our lives, distort our sense of purpose, and destroy our relationship with God.” These are words taken from
the book of “Forgiveness. Finding Peace Through
Letting Go” written by Adam Hamilton.
Join us each Wednesday evening in February at
6:30 p.m. (in the Library) as we study the writings
of best selling author Adam Hamilton as he teaches of the importance of grace and forgiveness and
the freedom and peace that this brings.
Ephesians 4: 31-32 says “ Get rid of all bitterness,
rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with
every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate
to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you”.

Fellowship Breakfast
Did you know that the first Saturday of each
month a group of our church family meets at Denny’s Restaurant in Painted Post for a time of Fellowship and of course, food! This is open to men
and women and anyone who wishes to attend is
welcome. No reservations are required.

Please continue to collect new or gently used plastic
bags for our Pantry. Also please try to “Add an Item”
to your grocery cart each time you shop and then
donate the food items to a local pantry. Food or
monetary donations are extremely important to their
operations and make a difference in the number of
people that can be served.
To all those who support a pantry, we say thank you.
As Mother Theresa
once said, “If you
cannot feed hundreds, then serve
one family at a time.”
Come visit us or
come volunteer!

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!

February Birthdays and
Anniversaries

“But be sure to fear the Lord and serve
him faithfully with all your heart; consider
what great things he has done for you.”
I Samuel 12:24

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
2
3
5
6
7
8
9
10
13
14
15
17
22
23
26

Becky DeRosa
Mona Behrens
Matt Haas
Beth Landin
Roger Grigsby
Janice Haynes
Milton Lapp
*Matthew Wilcox
Scott Beres
Graham Wightman
Eric Millhollen
*Sam Palmesano
Andrea Fisher
Patty Chang
Dave McLaughlin
Rachel Speciale

Members, *children under 18, and non-member
participants for whom we have birthday and
anniversary information.
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
2
7
16
19
29

Pro & Gail Bardhan
BJ & Jamie Smith
Pete & Joan Woodhouse
Chris & Cheryl Wightman
Graham & Dee Wightman

If we miss your special day, please let us know so we
can include the information on our calendar.

LITURGISTS NEEDED
Are you looking for a way to serve the Lord and
assist with our Worship Service? Please consider serving as a Liturgist. As a Liturgist you
are a very important part of our Worship Team.
You will have an opportunity to speak with the
Pastor prior to the service to make sure you
are comfortable with your part. Resources to
assist you are available from the Pastor and
the Church Office. The bulletin is available prior to Sunday so you will know what the scripture readings are as well.
Please contact Denise Allen or the Church Office if you are able to serve in this capacity.

FINGERLAKES CHAPTER
REAL HEROES BREAKFAST
The Finger lakes Chapter Real Heroes Breakfast,
honoring local heroes for their efforts in saving
lives, will be held March 10, 2017, from 7:30 a.m. to
9:00 a.m. at the Wings of Eagles Discovery Center
located at 339 Daniel Zenker Drive in Horseheads.
To help recognize the recipients, this event has 40
volunteer opportunities to help make it successful.
Please consider helping in one or more of the following roles:
March 9th - set up - Noon to 3:00 p.m.
(ten people needed to assist).
March 10th, the volunteer opportunities are:
Registration (6:30 - 7:30) 5 people
Escorts/Ushers (6:30 - 7:30) 5 people
Banner & Flag Carriers (6:30 - 7:30) 20 people
Tear down/Clean Up (9:30 - 10:00) 5 people
Thank you for helping make this event one of the
premier special events in the Southern Tier.
For more information, please contact Betsy
Morrisey, Major Gift Officer, at 607-936-3766 or
elizabeth.morrisey@redcross.org
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Closed on February 20 for President’s Day
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Church Email: office@corningpresby.org
Visit us on the web:
www.corningpresby.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m.

DEADLINE for the March Messenger
articles February 15th. Ar ticles may either be emailed to the church or left in the
church office. Any information received
after the 15th will appear in the following
issue.

