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Pastor’s Message for December 2019 Messenger

As you know, this August my father died of cancer after a long battle, bravely
fought. It will seem very strange this year to celebrate Christmas without him, to not go
antiquing with him on Market Street and in Watkins Glen, as we did in previous years.
We will still be joyful, we will still be celebrating the birth of our Savior, especially because Jesus’ birth made possible the gift of resurrection and eternal life. The promise of
this gift means even more to us this year than earlier years; in fact, I’d say we are all relying upon it in a much deeper way. As I know many of you are too as you think of your
own loved ones.
So when I came across this story recently by an anonymous author, it really spoke
to my heart. I hope it speaks to yours as well:

“The small, white envelope stuck among the branches of our Christmas tree has
peeked through the branches of our tree for the past ten years or so.
“It all began because my husband, Mike, hated Christmas — oh, not the true meaning of Christmas, but the overspending, the frantic running around at the last minute, the
gifts given in desperation. Knowing he felt that way, I decided to do something different.
“Our son Kevin was wrestling at the junior high school. Shortly before Christmas
his team played a team sponsored by an inner-city church. These youngsters, dressed in
sneakers so ragged that shoestrings seemed to be the only thing holding them together,
were a sharp contrast to our boys in their spiffy blue and gold uniforms and sparkling new
wrestling shoes. As the match began, I was alarmed to see that the other team’s boys were
wrestling without headgear.
“It was a luxury they obviously could not afford. We ended up walloping them. As
each boy got up from the mat, he swaggered in his tatters with false bravado, a kind of
street pride that couldn’t acknowledge defeat. Mike shook his head sadly. “I wish just one
of them could have won,” he said. “They have a lot of potential, but losing like this could
take the heart right out of them.”
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“That afternoon I went to a local sporting goods store and bought an assortment
of wrestling headgear and shoes and sent them anonymously to the inner-city church.
On Christmas Eve, I placed an envelope on the tree with a note telling Mike what I had
done as my gift to him. His smile was the brightest thing that Christmas.
“Each Christmas after that, I sent Mike’s gift money to a different group — one
year sending a group of youngsters with mental disabilities to a hockey game, another
year giving a check to elderly brothers whose home had burned down the week before
Christmas.
“We lost Mike to cancer. When Christmas rolled around, I was so wrapped up in
grief that I barely got the tree up. But on Christmas Eve I placed an envelope on the
tree, and in the morning it was joined by three more. Each of our children had placed
an envelope on the tree for their dad.”
I think there just might be an envelope in the Ugoretz family tree this year.
Maybe there will be one in yours too. Is there someone you would like to remember
with a gift that shines Christ’s love?
This year and every year, I wish a very merry Christmas to you and all you love.
I give thanks to God for the joy and privilege of serving as your pastor and look forward to a new year together in the community of faith we are building together. Glory
to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests
(Luke 2:14 NIV).
Your brother in Christ Jesus,
Pastor Jeff

HANGING OF THE GREENS - SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE
DECEMBER 1, 2019
Our annual “Hanging of the Greens” will be part of the December 2nd Sunday
Morning Worship Service, Please join us for Scripture, Songs, and Communion as
we begin this wonderful holiday season where we decorate the church to honor and
celebrate the birth of Jesus.
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Program Support Fund
The Program Support Fund supports and enhances the internal program of First Presbyterian Church beyond the ability of the operating budget to support and to provide programs
interpreting the broader mission of the church.
At least 5% of the allocated income shall be available for “first call” for the purpose of
bringing to First Presbyterian Church “interpreters” of the mission of the church, in order to
enlarge the congregation’s understanding and consequently their support of the work of the
church beyond Corning.
Other purposes are for the enhancement and support for carrying out the various programs
and ministries of the church. Such uses might be: bringing in a noted authority in the field
of Bible, theology or religion to enlarge the understanding of the congregation and general
public of current thought in these fields; providing tools for programs and ministries of the
church; providing consultants or staff help to assist the congregation in doing ministry.

A Night of Community Carols
By Candle Light
Meet in Fellowship Hall

December 15 at 6:00 pm

RED, WHITE AND PINK
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE
Poinsettia Cost is $11.00 Per Arrangement
Call or see Rosie in the office for more details

Christmas Celebration
First Presbyterian Church of Corning
Invites you to celebrate
Christmas Day with

A Joyous Christmas Dinner
on December 25th
Dinner will feature fruit cup, breads, ham, yams, green beans, & homemade pies

Short worship service and Christmas Sing-along at 11:30 a.m.
Dinner will be served at 12:00 noon
There is no charge for dinner
Call 937-5419 to make your reservation by December 18, 2019
First Presbyterian Church, 1 East First Street, Corning, NY
Transportation is available for those who need it.

Winter fellowship
schedule
december
1 – Nominating Committee
8 – Major Gifts & Endowments
15 – Wassail (PLF)
22 – Birthday Party for Jesus (PLF)
29 – PLF (Rose Houper)

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

1
2
3
11
12
14
16
19
20
22
23
25
27
31

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

David Rudy
James Ecker, Jr.
* Samuel Kelly
* Megan Kelly
Kaitlyn Ugoretz
Kailee Van Brunt
Rosalie Grigsby
Frank Hamm
Karen Perreault
* Hanna Millhollen
* Caitlin Holmes
*Gregory McNaughton
Jeff Perrin
* Leah Rudy
Jesus
* David Kelly
Mary Baer
Barb McLaughlin

7
12
27

Members, *children under 18,
and non-member participants
for whom we have birthday
and anniversary information.

Bob & Jean Boell
Walter & Janet Jones
Robert & Margaret Brill

If we miss your special day,
please let us know so we can
include the information on our
calendar.

2019
Sun

1

10:30 Worship
11:30 Fellowship

Mon

2

415 PL&F
630 M&O

Tue

3

6:30 Handbells
7:30 Choir

Wed

4

Thu

5

5:30 Worship

Fri

6

7:00 Christmas Pageant
Church Office
Closed

HANGING OF
THE GREENS

8

Jesus is our focus
in all that we do.

First Presbyterian Church
1 East First Street
Corning. NY 14830

Sat

7
2:00 Christmas Pageant
7:00 Christmas Pageant

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

10:30 Worship
11:30 Fellowship

6:30 Handbells
7:30 Choir

5:30 Trustees
6:30 Deacons

Church Office
Closed

900-Noon
Trustee Scrap
Metal Drive

2:00 Christmas
Pageant

10:30 Worship
11:30 Holiday
Wassail
6:00 Community Christmas
Caroling

10:30 Worship
11:30 Birthday
Party for Jesus

6:30 Handbells
7:30 Choir

5:30 Family
Community
Service
11:00 Candle- Christmas Dinner
light Service
11:00 Snacks
11:30 Carols
12:00 Meal

Church Office
Closed

29

10:30 Worship
11:30 Fellowship

30

31
Happy New
Year!
Church Office
Closed

6:30 Session

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed
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Jesus Is
Our
Focus
In All
We Do

SUNDAY WORSHIP

10:30 AM

FELLOWSHIP HOUR

11:30 AM

“He is the one you praise; he is your
God, who performed for you those great
and awesome wonders you saw with
your own eyes.”
Deuteronomy 10:21 (NIV)

Reverend Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor
E-Mail: pastorjeff@corningpresby.org
Church Phone: 607-937-5419
Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
(closed 12 - 1 for lunch)
Church E-Mail: office@corningpresby.org
Web Page: www.corningpresby.org

Fb.me/CorningFirstPresby

2019
The Messenger is published monthly.
DEADLINE for Messenger articles
is the 15th of the prior month. Ar ticles may be emailed to the church or
left in the church office.

