
 
“let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting to-

gether, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another” 

-Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)- 
 

There is no CH_RCH without U! 
-Anonymous- 

 

During Lent, we introduced the church to Catch: A Churchwide Program for Invitational Evange-
lism.  Church of the Resurrection, where Catch originated, has four expectations of all church members, 
new and established: 

To worship regularly: Members are expected to attend worship every weekend unless they are 
sick or out of town. 

To continue to grow in their faith by participating in a small group study. 

To serve God with their hands by volunteering in service to the congregation, the community, 
and the world. 

To give in proportion to their income. 

This month, we are looking at the second expectation: to grow in faith through participation in 
small group study.  Why is this important?  Why can’t we just come to worship for an hour on Sunday and 
call that enough?  Shouldn’t we look at Bible studies and other Christian Education as electives for those 
who choose to participate, rather than something we require of ourselves and one another? 

Why a small group?  Small groups are necessary for us to grow in relationship with one another as 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  The opportunities for truly getting to know each other are limited in a wor-
ship setting.  By coming together in a smaller setting, we can get to know one another far more intimately 
and learn to love one another the way Jesus wants for us.  In almost every growing church, there is a 
thriving small group ministry, for it is in these groups that people truly learn to love, encourage, and care 
for one another. 

If we accept that small groups can be a good thing, why do we have to study when we’re togeth-
er?  Well, friends, let me ask you this: how far would you have gotten in life with only an eighth grade ed-
ucation?  And yet, where our walk with Christ is concerned, that’s what many of us are trying to do: get by 
with an eighth grade Christian education because that’s when we stopped going to Sunday School.  Or 
think of it this way: when you were hired for the most important job you ever held in your life, wasn’t 
there an expectation that you would continue to learn your craft either on the job or by some form of 
continuing education?  When I was practicing law, the State Bar required that all attorneys complete so 
many credits of continuing legal education each year.  If we did not, our licenses to practice would be sus-
pended until we complied.  As a pastor, I continue to attend education events so I can serve God and the 
church better.  Many other professions have similar requirements.  Why then, in our most important vo-
cation, following Jesus Christ, are we content with our current level of understanding?  How much better 
could we serve Jesus and one another if we devoted ourselves to growing deeper in our understanding of 
our faith! 
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Pastor’s Message for August, continued: 

           There is an old story of two lumberjacks who got into a contest as to who could cut down the 
most trees in a day.  At dawn, they both began and the wood-chips flew furiously around them as the 
trees fell before their axes.  Out of the corner of his eye, the younger woodsman saw the older man 
stop and sit down on a stump.  “Aha!” he thought.   “He’s tired already.  I have this in the bag.”  Two 
more times that day the old man sat down before going back to his chopping.  At the end of the day, 
the young lumberjack was shocked to discover that, even with his breaks, the older man had cut down 
twice as many trees as he had.  Knowing he was beaten, he took his hat off to the man who’d bested 
him and asked his secret.  “Son,” he said, if you want to cut a lot of wood, you’ve got to stop and 
sharpen your axe.” 

If we want to be truly effective in this world for Christ, we need to take the time to stop and 
sharpen our axes.  As the church, the body of Christ, we are all in mission together, so it is right that 
we should expect one another to take the time to deepen our understanding of our faith and how best 
to live it in the world, so that together we may become better at modeling the kingdom of God on 
earth.   

This is why we should all recommit ourselves to continuing to grown in our faith by partici-
pating in a small group study.  There is Adult Bible Study on Sundays in the Library at 9:00 AM.  Too 
early for you?  There is a Wednesday evening group that meets at 6:00 PM for a pot-luck dinner and 
begins discussing a reading at 6:30 PM.  Both of these groups will be restarting in September.  I en-
courage you to take the opportunities that are offered for your own sake and for the continuing im-
provement of our church. 

Your brother in Christ Jesus, 
Pastor Jeff 

LEARNING TO WORSHIP (for Children) 

We will be holding a “Learning to Worship” class early this fall, over four Sundays, 

during scheduled Children’s Church time.  One class will be held during Sunday School 

time to allow for a tour of the church, including the choir loft.  Although we consid-

ered a summer session, it appears that we cannot schedule the class due to vacation 

schedules.  We would like to make sure that all children are able to attend all classes.  

Currently we have six children signed up for the class.  If you have a child who would 

like to prepare for Communion and join the class, please contact Beth Landin.   

 
Our Wednesday evening potluck and book study  
series will begin again in September.  
 
More information will be distributed in late August so be 
sure to check Facebook and our Web Pages  
(www.corningpresy.org)  for the most up to date infor-
mation.    



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
IS HERE! 

AUGUST 6 - 10 
9:00 a.m. - Noon 

Will you help us spread the word?  We have 
posters in the church that you can pick up 
and distribute or post.  We can still use assis-
tance in some areas.  If you can help, please 
contact Lynde Ugoretz.   

We will be accepting children entering First 
grade through Fifth grade.   Children and volun-
teers may register at Cokesburyvbs.com/
corningpresby.  Children (or their parents)  may 
also register through Facebook, through our 
web page, or at the door.  For more information 
please call the church office at 607-937-5419.   
 

Items of Interest at 
First  

 

A Note From Major Gifts and Memorials 
(MG&E) 

 
Got some free time?  The Memorial Garden 
could use a bit of TLC.  Even if you are not 
signed up to work in the Garden, feel free 
to stop by any time and pull a few weeds or 
trim back a few shrubs that have grown out 
of bounds and enjoy the Garden at the 
same time.   Any help you can give will be 
greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 

FELLOWSHIP TIME ASSIGNMENTS  

FOR AUGUST 
 

August 5:      Nominating Committee 

August 12:    Hand Bell Choir 

August 19:    Mission & Outreach 

August 26:    P.L. & F.  

Nominating Committee Report  
to the Congregation 

Phil Bradney, Chairperson 

   The Nominating Committee has met several times 
to date, once in May and again in June.  We have 
formalized the process to be followed and conduct 
much of our committee business through e-mail ex-
changes. 

   Initially, our focus has been on vacancies that cur-
rently exist on the Board of Elders + the Board of 
Deacons.  Two eligible Elders have committed to 
serve for another 3 year term, through 
2021.  Several vacancies remain as 2 and 3 year 
terms, and we are seeking potential candidates from 
our membership.  We are appealing to you to come 
forward and commit to serving as an officer of the 
church.  Your service is critical to the ongoing mis-
sion of First Presbyterian Church. 

    The Board of Deacons has filled two vacancies for 
a 3 year term and one 2 year term vacancy.  Two 
vacancies need to be filled yet, and we are hopeful 
that will happen soon. 

Nominating,  continued: 

   Likewise, the Board of Trustees has two eligi-
ble members who have committed to serve an-
other 3 year term, through 2021.  Several va-
cancies remain to complete this 9 member 
board for 2019 and beyond.  Each board func-
tions more efficiently with a full complement 
of 9 members. Won’t you consider becoming a 
member? 



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES FOR August 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 

  1 Lien Landin 
 * Katy Sharman 
  3 * Jenna Morrisey  
  5 Grace Sheldon  
  9 Lisa Sebelle  

       *Garrett Smith 
14  Michele Johnson 
15  * Victoria McLaughlin 
19 Stephen Hevey 
23 * Victoria Holmes 
24  Barbara Sammis 
 * Bella Beres 
27 Phil Bradney 
28 * Kevin Lapham 
29 Al Johnson II 
31      Michael McLaren  
           Sue Conklin  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
 

6 Stephen & Charlene Hevey   
10      Phil & Patricia Bradney 
11  Derwin & Jennifer Nelson 
13  Ken & Mary Baer  
15 Jeff & Lynde Ugoretz 
16 Marty & Bonita Coates 
17       Jim & Kim Ecker 
22       David and Ann Smith   
29 Scott & Susan Sheldon 
30  Stu & Barb Sammis 
 Scott & Danielle Beres 

MESSENGER CONTEST 

Would you like to win a gift card for a bev-
erage or snack from a local business?  
Look for the + symbol  in this newsletter 
and call the office by August 15th to let us 
know you found it.  Names are drawn 
each month and you will be notified if you 
win.    Good luck! 

WELCOME BACK BREAKFAST 

YOU ARE INVITED!! 

WHAT: Welcome Back Breakfast 

WHEN: September 16 at 9:30 a.m. 

WHERE: Fellowship Hall 

RESERVATIONS:    Due September 13th 

Please bring your own table service and one cup (per fami-

ly) of fruit salad.  We hope you can join us for this deli-

cious meal of breakfast casseroles, muffins, and quiches, 

with beverages provided.   Donations are gratefully accept-

ed.    This is a wonderful way to start our Fall Sunday 

School Sessions through fellowship with friends.    

Thank you to Cheri Crozier, Diana 
Neuner, Frank Hamm, Kay Rogus, 
Jennifer and Derwin Nelson, Gar-
rett & Jackson Smith, Ariel Ugoretz 
and Pastor Jeff, and Mark, Beth, 
and Lien Landin for serving at the 
Salvation Army Shepherd’s Table 
on July 22nd. They grilled ham-

burgers & hotdogs and served about 46 people!  

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY 

If you would like to provide flowers to 
beautify the sanctuary on Sunday morn-
ings, and to honor or memorialize some-
one, the cost at the time you request is 
now $27.00.   

There is a sign-up list as well as the brief 
form required when ordering located in 
the hallway outside the church office.    

You may choose to keep the flowers or 
have them delivered to a shut-in.  
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Church Phone: 607-937-5419 
Church Fax: 607-937-9731 

 
Church Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 

8:15 - Noon 
 12:30 - 3:00 p.m. 

Closed Fridays 
 

E-Mail:  office@corningpresby.org 
Web page:  www.corningpresby.org 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Sunday School:      9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time:  11:30 a.m. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Messenger is published monthly. 
The deadline for the September Mes-
senger articles is August 15th.  Arti-
cles may be emailed to the church or 
left in the church office.  

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 

2018 

God has not left himself without a witness in doing good - giving you rains from 
heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food and your hearts with joy.   

Acts 14:17  


