AUGUST 2017 NEWSLETTER

When did people stop saying “thank you?”
I’m noticing it more and more when I get a bite to eat or buy something from a store. No one says “thank you” anymore. You’re doing
good if you get a “have a good day.” I picked up a pizza downtown last
weekend and, after running my debit card, the man behind the counter
shoved a pen and the receipt at me and walked away without speaking
a word. Eventually, I just picked up my pizza from the counter and left.
His entire demeanor said that he didn’t care if I patronized his store or
not. What was abundantly lacking on his part was gratitude. A little gratitude costs us nothing and
yet so many people are reluctant to offer it.
We Christians may not be able to halt the downward slide in what once was considered
simply good manners. But we can model what it means to live a life of gratitude. We have so
much to be grateful for! We have experienced God’s saving love in Jesus Christ. Through Him,
we have come to know God who has loved us since before the foundation of the universe. We
have been given the gift of eternal life. When we appreciate the enormity of all that, there is no
other way to live our lives than out of gratitude. We need to reclaim the gracious awe that moved
the Psalmist to write: “When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the
stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings
that you care for them? … Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” (Ps. 8:3-4, 9
NIV).
We can live one of three ways: with an attitude of resentment, with an attitude of apathy, or
with an attitude of gratitude. Gratitude is the only proper response there is to grace, to getting better from God than what we deserve. In the words of Karl Barth, which are near to my own heart,
“Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth. Grace evokes gratitude like the voice
an echo. Gratitude follows grace like thunder [follows] lightning.” The more unmerited it is, the
greater the act of grace, and the greater our corresponding response of gratitude should be.
God’s grace toward us in Jesus Christ is so great that only living our entire lives in gratitude for so
precious a gift will suffice. As we sing together each Sunday, “Praise God from whom all blessings
flow!”
Our attitude is a gift we give ourselves and others. Don’t let the bad attitude of others deter
you from living in the way God has called you to. Model for them how a gracious person lives.
That’s one way we can say “Thank you” to God, who causes the sun to rise and the rain to fall on
the grateful and ungrateful alike (Mat 5:43-48).
Grace and peace to you all,
Pastor Jeff
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Major Gifts and Endowments - Organ Fund
The Organ Fund assists in providing financial support
to ensure the continuation of a quality church organ to
enhance the meaning and enjoyment of church services.

The Organ Fund shall be used for the expected and
scheduled rebuilding and refurbishment of our Schantz
organ. Funds may also be used for major repairs exceeding five percent of the current value. If used for
major repairs, a plan will be adopted to restore the
amount used. The Fund is not intended to be used for
annual maintenance.

Scholarships Awarded
The Major Gifts and Endowments
Committee presented two $500.00
scholarships this year from the College Scholarship Endowment Fund.
This year’s recipients were Caroline
Sheldon, daughter of Scott and Susan
Sheldon, and Jonah Burton, son of
Kathleen Burton.
Caroline will be using her scholarship
in her Freshman year at SUNY Oswego
this fall where she will be pursuing a degree in Zoology. Caroline graduated from Corning Painted Post
High School in June of this year.
Jonah will be using his scholarship as he enters his second year at Conesius College where is he working towards an M.B.A. in International Business as well as a
career in Law once he completes his M.B.A. Jonah
graduated from Addison High School in June of 2016.
We wish Caroline and Jonah the best as they pursue
their careers and further their education.

Children’s Church Program
2017 - 2018
A group of dedicated parishioners has been working
on a Children’s Church Program for the 2017-2018
church year. You would have
received e-mails regarding
this a couple of months ago.
Although we did not get as
many volunteers as we need,
we plan to move forward
with the program in the hopes that more people come
on-board as time goes on. We hope you will be willing
to support the program by having your child or children (and their friends) enroll and attend the program
regularly.
On regular Sundays the children will be in Children’s
Church from Children’s Sermon until the end of the
church service. The age range for Children’s Church is
generally 3 - 10. On Communion Sundays, there will
be an abbreviated Children’s Church time so children
can participate in the Communion Service.
We are planning to use the Sunday School Program
called “The Story” as the basis of our program. We
are looking forward to your support for this endeavor.
The presence of children in our church is vital to the
growth and success of our church program. Please
feel free to ask questions or make suggestions or comments to the Children’s Church Committee through
the church office at 607-937-5419.

Welcome Back Brunch
Be sure to mark your calendars for the Welcome Back
Brunch on Sunday, September 10 at 9:15 a.m. Please
plan to attend and enjoy the wonderful food and fellowship. Each family unit should bring one cup of fruit
to contribute to the fruit salad. Please bring your own
table service or you may use the disposable which will
be provided. Donations will be accepted and appreciated to help cover expenses. Reservations should be
made no later than Thursday, September 7 (call 9375419 or use the Friendship Register the Sunday prior).
We hope to see you there!

The Winfield School Literacy Program
Submitted by Ernie Danforth
On May 31, 2015 Kate and I celebrated our 40th wedding anniversary. The day was a Sunday, and rather than
doing something for ourselves we wanted to do something different. We had been impressed by a Rotary initiative to provide books for children at Winfield Elementary School. Winfield has the highest population of disadvantaged children in the district, but if those kids can learn to read they have a chance.
The third grade reading test is the best predictor for success in high school and life, so the idea is to provide books for kids in
kindergarten, first and second grades so that hopefully they are ready for the test. You all responded to our challenge and we
raised over $3,100 for the program. Since Rotary had the kindergarten class of 2015-2016 covered, we waited and adopted the
2016-2017 kindergarten class of Winfield School. Graham and Dee Wightman (Mimi and Poppy) as they are known to the kids
adopted one of the classes. Once a month from September to June they would show up at Winfield School, read the book to
the kids and distribute the books to them to take home. Janet Jones worked with the other class.
As some of you have heard when Principal Michele Wright visited us in March, the kids love the program and it has been a life
changer for some parents as well. Michele told the story of one parent, a single dad, who has learned how to read and spend
quality time with his kids every day as a result of this program. We also learned at the end of the year event, that every one of
the current first graders who have been in the program for two years is reading at grade level.
Recently a second check for $3000 was delivered to Winfield School which will cover the cost of the books for our kids as during
their first grade year. Most of the money came from memorial donations made to the fund since Kate’s passing last August.
Again, I want to thank you all for your generosity. There is one more year to go on this and we will need funds again by next
June to fund the final year of the program. I hope to arrange some fund raisers, through the year, but donations can always be
made by writing a check to First Presbyterian Church and designating it for the literacy fund.
I have included some pictures of the Winfield School kids during one of their last days of school where they
had a carnival to celebrate their achievements and received a book bag and three more books for the summer. If you have any questions about the program please do not hesitate to contact me or to speak to Pastor
Jeff. We are making a difference.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES FOR AUGUST 2017
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

1

Lien Landin
* Katy Sharman
3 * Jenna Morrisey
5 Grace Sheldon
7 Royal Denson
9 Lisa Sebelle
*Garrett Smith
14 Michele Johnson
15 * Victoria McLaughlin
19 Stephen Hevey
23 Keith McEwen
* Victoria Holmes
24 Barbara Sammis
* Bella Beres
27 Phil Bradney
28 Chris Wightman
* Kevin Lapham
29 Al Johnson II
31 Michael McLaren
Sue Conklin
Members, *children under 18,
and non-member participants for
whom we have birthday and anniversary information.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
1 Milton & Margret Lapp
6 Stephen & Charlene Hevey
9 Jeffrey & Deborah Rice
10 Phil & Patricia Bradney
11 Derwin & Jennifer Nelson
13 Ken & Mary Baer
15 Jeff & Lynde Ugoretz
16 Marty & Bonita Coates
17 Jim & Kim Ecker
22 David and Ann Smith
24 Royal & Marge Denson
29 Scott & Susan Sheldon
30 Stu & Barb Sammis
Scott & Danielle Beres
If we miss your special day, please
let us know so we can include the
information on our calendar.
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Normal Church Office Hours will resume following
Labor Day Weekend (September 5, 2017):
Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - Noon
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

The Disciples Window Section 4
This month we will look at Section 4, going clockwise,
of the Disciples Window. Section 4 is ‘The Three
Purses’, symbolic of Matthew. Matthew was a tax
gatherer when called to follow
Jesus. He was crucified in
Ethiopia on a Tau Cross, which
is sometimes used as his symbol. However, the three purses
are more commonly used.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
August 7 - 11 from 9:00 a.m. to Noon

CALLING ALL HEROES!
Please join us at Hero Central August 7 - 11 from 9:00 a.m. until Noon for a super week of
learning about how God gives us the strength to do amazing things in the world! With Captain Shield and Flame, the Red Panda, we’ll develop our super powers through exciting
crafts, games, science experiments, Bible stories and songs.
There will be a Hero Induction Ceremony and ice cream party for parents, caregivers,
grandparents, friends, and the children at 7:00 p.m. on the 11th of August. Each of our
Heroes will receive a Hero Central T-shirt, cape, and mask.
This year the age group will be children entering first grade through fifth grade. Registration is $5.00 per child with a cap of $20.00 for families with more than four children.
Scholarships are available! To register, call the church office at 937-5419 or visit our
website at CokesburyVBS.com/corningpresby.
Please encourage your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and their friends to attend and learn how to be a Hero for Jesus and discover their strength in God.

"HALF-TRUTHS"
Starting July 23rd through the last Sunday in August, Pastor Jeff will be presenting a series of
sermons based on "Half-Truths". Want to hear the whole story? Be sure to attend Worship
each Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. We welcome you!
July 23:
July 30:
August 6:
Handle"
August 13:
August 20:
August 27:

"Half Truths:
"Half Truths:
"Half Truths:

Everything Happens for a Reason"
God Helps Those Who Help Themselves"
God Won't Give You More Than You Can

"Half Truths:
God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It"
"Half-Truths:
Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin"
“Who Do You Say That I Am?”
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2017
THE DEADLINE for September Messenger articles
is August 15th. Articles may be emailed to the
church or left in the church office.

The Messenger is published monthly.

