
Pastor’s Message for April 2018 Messenger 
 

 
 

“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for 
the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the 
bright morning star” (Revelation 22:16 NIV). 

How well do you know the Book of Revelation, the last book of our Bibles?  Better 
yet, how well do you understand it?  For too long, most Christians have treated this im-
portant book of the Bible as if it were the property of fringe novelists and conspiracy theo-
rists and allowed them to interpret it for us.  Why have we done this?   Maybe it’s be-
cause we are scared of the idea of the end of the present world, messed up as it is.  
Maybe it’s because of the book’s use of dreamlike imagery to describe what is to come.  
Or maybe we just haven’t been willing to invest the time and effort it takes to understand 
it. 

 Beginning April 15, as a congregation, we are going to sweep away these excus-
es and turn our attention to this important message for the church from the risen Jesus.  
Revelation is Jesus’ message to us.  It was delivered to a man named John who had 
been exiled to the rocky Greek island of Patmos for preaching the gospel.  There John 
received a vision, something like a waking dream, in which Jesus spoke to him and John 
was shown the ultimate destiny of the world.  Because it is a personal account of a vi-
sion, the imagery used is rich and thought-provoking.  Revelation is well-suited to discus-
sion in a group setting, because each of us will see something a little different in its de-
scriptions and will be able to share our own understanding with one another. 

We are going to look at Revelation from two perspectives.  We will be doing a vid-
eo and book based study in our 9:00 AM adult study on Sunday mornings.  The study is 
entitled “Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation” by Dr. Bruce Metz-
ger of Princeton Theological Seminary, who was a giant in the field of New Testament 
studies.  In this study, Dr. Metzger will teach us how to read this book of the Bible in a 
way that is understandable for everyone.  No prior experience is necessary to participate.  
You don’t have to be a great biblical scholar to learn from someone who was.  You just 
have to be willing to listen and to think, something all of us are capable of doing.  Copies 
of Dr. Metzger’s book will be available for purchase from the church office for $10.17, or 
you may purchase it on your own from a retailer.  There is a Kindle version available on 
Amazon.com for $9.59, if you prefer. 

Also, during worship each Sunday from April 15 through June 10, I will be preach-
ing on a theme from that week’s Revelation study.  You can find the schedule on the next 
page.  Get up a little earlier, come for the study at 9 AM and stay for the worship and ser-
mon at 10:30 AM.  You’ll be glad you did and, even more importantly, you will find hope 
for the future that lasts even when things look dark today.  Because the most important 
lesson to be drawn from studying Revelation is this: God is in control and, in the end, all 
that is now broken will be made whole, and we will live together in the loving Presence of 
God forevermore. 

Wishing you a happy and blessed Easter, 
 
Pastor Jeff 



 
Preaching Schedule for April 15 – June 3, 2018 

 
Series Title: “Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation” 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Note: Italicized readings are the ones I will be emphasizing in the sermon  

Date Sermon Title Scripture Readings 

April 15 Breaking the Code 1: 
“Do Not Be Afraid!” 

Dan. 7:13-14 
Rev. 1:1-20 

April 22 BtC 2: Remembering Our First Love Deu. 6:4-12 
Rev. 2:1-7 

April 29 BtC 3: God is in Control, 
No Matter What 

Isa. 6:1-8 
Rev. 4:1-11 

May 6 BtC 4: Safe for All Eternity Psalm 51 
Rev. 7:9-17 

May 13 BtC 5: Shooting the Messengers 1 Ki. 18:16-39 
Rev. 11:1-13 

May 20 
Pentecost! 

TBD TBD 

May 27 BtC 6: The Cult of Power Dan. 7:1-12 
Rev. 13:1-18 

June 3 BtC 7: Who Mourns for Babylon? Isa. 13:19-22 
Rev. 18:1-24 

June 10 BtC 8:  “Behold, 
I Make All Things New!” 

Isa. 2:1-5 
Rev. 21-22 

(selected verses) 
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Herman H. and Alyse P. Schrickel Adult 
Scholarship Fund 

The Fund was established June 15, 1993 by Alyse 
Schrickel, family and friends in memory of Herman 
Schrickel, a member of First Presbyterian Church 
for 42 years.  In 2013, upon the death of Alyse, a 
member of First Presbyterian Church for 64 years, 
her name was included in the fund’s title. 

The Fund shall be used for financial assistance to 
enable and encourage members of First Presbyteri-
an Church or staff, to attend workshops, confer-
ences, or training events dealing with topics de-
signed to enhance the skills of those involved in the 
program and mission of the Church. 

Application for scholarships shall be made to the 
Adult and Youth Faith Formation. 

LAPP MEMORIAL COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 

Applications for the three $500.00 scholarships that will 
be awarded from the Lapp Memorial College Scholarship 
Endowment are available!  Completed applications must 
be turned in by April 15th.   

Applications are available in the 
church office and on our web pag-
es under Info Center.  Even if you 
applied and received a scholarship 
in previous years, you are still eligi-
ble!  Don’t miss out on this oppor-
tunity!   

We are blessed with a congrega-

tion whose members are very com-

mitted to this church and ready to 

step in whenever and wherever 

needed.  Recently it was deter-

mined that with the number of 

things we have on our two office 

computers and the number of people who need ac-

cess to that information, including church staff and 

volunteers, it would be good to buy a third computer 

for the office so that access to this information would 

be more readily available as needed.  The third com-

puter will also be a valuable asset when one of the 

other computers needs to be repaired.  Along come 

two members of the cong®egation with a check in 

hand and, voila, we now have our third office comput-

er.  A huge THANK YOU to our anonymous benefac-

tors!!!! 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

SHARING RESOURCES & CHANGING LIVES 

April 1, Easter Sunday, a special offering will be taken 
for the annual One Great Hour of Sharing. 

A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church 
to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around 
the world by providing relief to those affected by natural 
disasters, providing food to the hungry, and helping to 
empower the poor and oppressed.  (Information pulled 
from PCUSA website).   

For more information on this special offering, go to the 
following link: 

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs.html 

Thank you for your many generous donations.     

Pastor Jeff and Lynde will be 

on vacation from April 2nd - 

April 8th. The church office will 

be open and should a pastoral 

emergency occur, please call 

the office to be directed to the 

appropriate person. 

We wish for the Pastor and his family a relaxing week! 

Ladies’ Night Out will be held 

on Wednesday, April 18th at 

6:30 p.m. at Bob Evans Res-

taurant.  If you wish to attend 

and need a ride, please call the church office by Monday, 

April 16th so arrangements can be made.  RESERVA-

TIONS FOR DINNER ARE NEEDED BY NOON on 

MONDAY, APRIL 16th. The sign up sheet is outside the 

chu®ch office.  Please join in for  an enjoyable evening 

of fun and fellowship. 

VERSE OF THE YEAR 

We still have a basketful of inspirational verses in the hall-
way outside the church office.  You are welcome to pick 
one up each week as you exit the Sanctuary. 

DAILY BREAD 

The second quarter issues of “These Days”  are available 
in the back of the sanctuary and in the hallway outside 
the church office.  Please feel free to take one for yourself 
and one for friends if you wish.      



Happy Birthday to: 
 
  1     Carolyn Woughter 
         Mark Rogus 
  3     Trevor Sammis 
  6     Joan Woodhouse 
         *Sadie Beres 
  7     Skip Moore 
  8     Stu Sammis 
         Kirk Allen 
11     Gail Bartkowski 
13     Susan Sheldon 
14     Janet Jones 
15     Kim Ecker 
20     *Justin Lapham 
22    *Graham Robert Wightman 
         *Chloe Ann Wightman 
         Ann Blood- Smith 
24     Matthew Reppert 
         *Quintin Fisher 
         *Lane Meek 
25    *Marcus McLaughlin 
26     Patti Bradney 
         Cheryl Wightman 
         *Benjamin Smith 
27     Norma Scott 
         George McLaren 
28     Rob Wilcox 
29    Barbara Twombley 

 
Members, *children under 18, and non-member participants for whom we 
have birthday and anniversary information. 

Happy Anniversary to: 
 

1   Scott & Sue Conklin   
8   Joe & Deborah Marino 
25      Michael & Carol Flook 
If we miss your special day, please let us know so we can  
include the information on our calendar. 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

MESSENGER CONTEST 

Would you like to win a gift card for a beverage 
from a local business?  Beth Landin won one 
in March!  Look for the two  ® symbols in this 
newsletter and call the office (by April 13th)  to 
let us know you found them.  Names are drawn 
each month and you will be notified if you win.  
Good luck!   

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK SALE 
 

The annual Friends of the Southeast Steuben Coun-
ty Library Spring Book Sale will 
run from April 28 - May 5th.  Be 
sure to check out the great in-
ventory and support our Local 
Library!  (Members only on the 
28th). This sale is located at the 
East Corning Fire Hall at 11873 
E. Corning Road.   

The Disciples Window # 10 

The Three Shells or Scallops:  symbolic of 
James the Greater, brother of  John, son of Zebe-
dee and Salome, and cousin of Jesus.  John and 
James are called “Sons of Thunder.”  The shell is 
symbolic of pilgrimage and missionary journeying.  
James was beheaded at the orders of King Herod 
Agrippa in 44 A.D. and was the only apostle whose 

death is recorded in the 
scriptures (Acts 12:2).  
James was in the Garden 
with Peter and John and he 
was the first of the twelve to 
be martyred by the sword: 
beheaded.   

CHURCH VERSE OF THE YEAR 
 

God has not left himself without a witness in 
doing good - giving you rains from heaven and 
fruitful seasons, and filling you with food and 
your hearts with joy.  Acts 14:17 

 
He only is the Maker of all things near and far; he 
paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star; 
the wind and waves obey him, by him the birds are 
fed; much more to us his children, he gives our daily 
bread.   
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Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time:  11:30 a.m. 

 
 
 

 
 

The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for May Messenger articles 
is April 15th.  Ar ticles may be emailed to 
the church or left in the church office.  
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