Pastor’s Message for April 2017 Messenger
Easter is coming! But first comes Good Friday. We have journeyed through these 40 days of Lent
(we don’t count Sundays) with Jesus, preparing ourselves for the inevitable response of the world to a person who preached absolute devotion to God and radical, inclusive love for all people. Now here we are
only a few short weeks from following Jesus into Jerusalem, that “holy” city of which he lamented
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to
gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing” (Mat.
23:37 NIV). It will not be an easy journey. Even though we know the wonderful, glorious ending to the
story is really a hopeful, new beginning for our relationships with God and each other, there is something
within us that wants to leap from the crowds shouting “Hosanna!” on Palm Sunday directly to the discovery of the empty tomb on Easter morning. But the empty tomb of Easter has no significance without the
excruciating execution witnessed on Good Friday. Simply put, we cannot make this leap because the cross
is in our way and you can’t get to Easter without traveling through its shadow.
It is only natural for us to want to avoid something we find painful. If we truly love Jesus then of
course the way he died hurts. Why subject ourselves to the pain of witnessing Jesus’ betrayal and death,
even symbolically? The simple answer is … because Jesus sacrificed himself for your sake and for mine.
The one and only Son of God, who had never sinned, took the burden of our sin upon himself so that we
would be set free from sin and death and receive the gift of eternal life (Rom. 6). In accompanying Jesus
on the cross, we are compelled to acknowledge the ultimate cost of human sin—it hangs there, bleeding,
for all to see. But at the same time, we should also be driven to our knees by the enormity of God’s love
for us, that He would become human and subject Himself to all that pain for your sake and for mine. That
is why we refer to such an awful day as Good Friday—the goodness lies in its undeniable proof of God’s
love for each and every one of us. Jesus stood for us and the very least we can do is stand with him, even
symbolically, in heartfelt gratitude for what He accomplished on that terrible instrument of state-sanctioned
torture and death. That’s why I want to observe Maundy Thursday and Good Friday with my brothers and
sisters in Christ and why I believe that all of us who love Jesus should also.
The good news is that Jesus knows whatever trouble you’re going through right now and He wants
you to have hope because your salvation has already been accomplished. In a sermon that is well-known to
many, Rev. Tony Campolo preached:
Every Good Friday in my church we have a preach off and it was there
many decades ago that the old man first did me in with those few words
over and over…
“It’s Friday…and the people are saying as things have been so they will
be. You can’t change things in this world…”
“It’s Friday…and they’re saying Christ is dead and it’s all over and it was
a waste…”
“Oh, it may be Friday, but I’m here to give you the good news…it’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming!”
“Oh yes it’s Friday, but Sunday’s comin!!”
Whatever you may be going through right now, whatever your personal cross may be, know that
Jesus is here to help you carry it and so is His church. Come and worship during Holy Week and on Easter
(April 9, 13, 14, 16) and see for yourself. It may be Friday where you are right now, but Sunday’s coming.
Yes, indeed, Sunday is coming! Let’s prepare for Sunday together.
Grace and peace to you all,
Pastor Jeff
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THE RUTLEDGE FUND
Carol Flook

The purpose of the Rutledge Fund is to enhance building
care and needs, and program needs not met by other
more specific funds or to supplement the income from
those funds. The fund was created by a bequest from
the estate of Eleanor Cauffiel Rutledge, received in 2001,
and is a continuing memorial to Cam and Eleanor
Rutledge. Cam served the church as a Trustee and Eleanor as an Elder.
The uses of the fund shall not be applied in general just
to underwrite or balance the budget, but shall be used
for designed projects or purposes. Annual allocation
from this fund shall be available 50% for use at the discretion of the Session and 50% for use at the discretion
of the Board of Trustees. However, in any given year, by
mutual agreement of the two boards, the percentage
division of the fund allocation may be altered according
to need.
The last few years, due to severe church budget shortages, the Session has approved that a portion of the
Rutledge Fund earnings be used to help balance the
budget. This is possible because the Rutledge Fund was
not an Endowment, with written legal restrictions on its
utilization at the time it initiated. It is a Major Gift ,
where Session may have a determining voice. For 2017,
the Rutledge Fund will contribute $6000 to the church
budget. ** There is approximately $270,000 in the
Rutledge Fund and this is being invested along with our
other endowments and other major gifts in the New
Covenant Growth Fund at PCUSA.
**The Rutledge Fund is also funding the cost of the church web redesign now underway.

LENTEN SUPPERS
Lenten Suppers are being held from March 8 - April 12 so you still
have time to join in this event. Each week we are viewing a video
by Adam Hamilton entitled “Creed”. Following the video a guided discussion is held where we examine the Apostles Creed, where
it came from, and what it means to us as Christians today. You
may attend any of these at any time and can be assured of an
interesting and informative evening. Potluck Supper (a dish to
pass and your own table service) is at 6:00 p.m. and the program
starts at 6:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

SAVE THESE DATES IN APRIL
Saturday, April 1:
6:00 (Dinner) 7:30 (Show)
Dinner & A Show - Corning Painted Post H.S.
Sunday, April 2: *
4:00 - 6:00 pm
Easter Egg Hunt, Games, Crafts and
Potluck Dinner (bring a favorite dish to pass).
Thursday, April 13: *
6:00 pm - Maundy Thursday Soup Supper
7:30 pm - Tenebrae Service
Friday, April 14:
Noon - Ecumenical Service
Christ Episcopal Church - 33 E. First Street
Sunday, April 16: Easter Sunday
11:30 a.m. - Special Easter Fellowship Time
Wednesday, April 26: *
6:30 p.m. - Ladies Night Out
The Gaffer - Reservations Required (4/24)
April 5, 12, and 19: Lenten Supper Services
6:00 - Potluck Supper (dish to pass/table service)
6:45 - Program “Creed” with Adam Hamilton
* More information on this event later in the bulletin

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and
do not be afraid. John 14:27 NIV

DEACONS CHANCEL FLOWERS
Barbara Worthey

Just a reminder we have available Sunday’s for the placement of flowers on the chancel. You may want to place
flowers to commemorate a friend or loved one’s birthday,
anniversary, or special accomplishment. This is also a wonderful way to honor people who have blessed our lives or
to memorialize special family and friends.
The sign up sheet and forms are placed on the bulletin
board across from the office. The cost is $27.00 and you
may specify if you wish any special types, colors, or embellishments in the arrangement which would be provided by
Northside Florists.
Thank you in advance for your thoughtfulness and generosity.
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FELLOWSHIP TIME
Thank you to the Girl Scouts and the Handbell Choir for
hosting Fellowship Times in March. If you would like to
host a Fellowship Time some Sunday, please call Rose
Houper, Susan Sheldon, or the church office. It is not difficult. Help is available and expenses are covered.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
What Is It?
One Great Hour of Sharing is our direct response
to God’s call in Isaiah 58: to partner in projects
such as Self-Development of People that will
loose the bonds of injustice; the Presbyterian
Hunger Program which will share bread (provide
food) with the hungry; and Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance which will help rebuild homes for refugees. A special offering will be taken on Palm
Sunday, April 9th which will be distributed to
these projects. Watch your bulletins for further
information.
You can also get more information about this
special offering at the following website:
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE
Applications for the two $500.00 scholarships that will be awarded from the Lapp
College Scholarship Fund are due on April
15, 2017. Don’t let your college student
miss out on this opportunity! More information is available on the web page or in
the church office.
Pastor Jeff and Lynde will be on vacation from April 17 23. The Church Office will be open and should a pastoral
emergency occur, please call 937-5419 for direction. We
wish for the Pastor and his family a relaxing week!

Carlton Fawcett went home to be with
the Lord on March 22, 2017. Please keep
his family in your prayers .

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Happy Birthday to:
1
3
6
7
8
11
13
14
15
20
22

24

25
26

27
28
29

Carolyn Woughter
Mark Rogus
Trevor Sammis
Joan Woodhouse
*Sadie Beres
Skip Moore
Stu Sammis
Kirk Allen
Gail Bartkowski
Susan Sheldon
Janet Jones
Kim Ecker
*Justin Lapham
*Graham Robert Wightman
*Chloe Ann Wightman
Ann Blood- Smith
Matthew Reppert
*Quintin Fisher
*Lane Meek
*Marcus McLaughlin
Patti Bradney
Cheryl Wightman
*Benjamin Smith
Norma Scott
George McLaren
Sally Richardson
Rob Wilcox
Barbara Twombley

Members, *children under 18, and non-member participants for whom we
have birthday and anniversary information.

Listen, my son, accept what I say, and the years of your life will be
many. I guide you in the way of wisdom and lead you along
straight paths. When you walk, your steps will not be hampered;
when you run, you will not stumble. Hold on to instruction, do not
let it go; guard it well, for it is your life.
Proverbs 4: 10-13 NIV.

Happy Anniversary to:
1
8
16
25

Scott & Sue Conklin
Joe & Deborah Marino
Carlton & Barbara Fawcett
Michael & Carol Flook

If we miss your special day, please let us know so we can
include the information on our calendar.

Thank you from the Johnson Family
Dear Pastor Jeff, Deacons of First Presbyterian Church,
and our Church Family: Thank you for working with us
to wish my father well as he moves from our home to
The Baptist Home in Pittsburgh, PA. We appreciate
how the church welcomed Dad into the church family
and supported us as we cared for him.
Albert & Michele Johnson

Upcoming Mission Trip
Are you looking for a way to….
Take another step in your faith journey?
Help others in need but aren’t sure where to start?
Connect with other F.P.C. members?
Spread God’s grace & experience a miracle?
The Mission and Outreach Committee is excited to announce
that FPC Corning will be sponsoring several mission trips this
year. The first trip will be the week of April 23 - 29 and will be
a partnership with the Presbytery of Geneva and the W.V. Ministry of Advocacy and Workcamps, Inc. to bring in volunteers to
help with clean-up and rebuild of several towns.
This trip we will be going to West Virginia where Summersville
and neighboring towns were devastated by heavy rains and
flooding in June 2016. All types of skills are needed since the
work will range from debris removal, demolition of interior and
exterior of building structures, building reconstruction, painting
and sharing God’s grace.
The cost will be $125.00 per person. If you are interested in
joining this Journey of Grace, please contact Derwin Nelson
(607) 973-2919 or the church office (607) 937-5419.

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE & SOUP SUPPER
Please join us for a delicious supper at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 13, to be followed by a meaningful Maundy Thursday Worship Service. Bring your own table service or use
disposable. Several different types of soup will be served,
as well as bread, beverages, and dessert.
PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATION by April 10 so we
have plenty of soup for everyone. The sign up sheet is outside the church office.

GOOD FRIDAY
ECUMENICAL SERVICE
There will be an Ecumenical Good Friday Service at Noon on
April 14th at the Christ Episcopal Church in Corning located
at 33 East First Street.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK SALE
The annual Friends of the Library Southeast Steuben
County Book Sale will start on April 29, 2017. Please see
the enclosed flyer for more information on dates and times.
Be sure to check out the great inventory and support our
Local Library !

IT’S THE GREAT EASTER EGG HUNT
We are calling all families and children to come
and join in the fun on Sunday, April 2, 2017
from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. There will be an
Easter Egg Hunt, Games, and Crafts followed by
a Potluck Dinner. Please bring your family,
friends, and a favorite dish to pass and enjoy
the fun with us!

Our annual Ladies’ Night Out will be held on
Wednesday, April 26th at 6:30 p.m. at the Gaffer
Restaurant on Market Street. We will meet at the
Gaffer that evening. If you will need a ride,
please call the church office by Monday, April
24th so arrangements can be made. RESERVATIONS FOR DINNER ARE NEEDED BY NOON
on MONDAY, APRIL 24. The sign up sheet is
outside the church office. Please join us for an
evening of fellowship.

CHILD CARE NEEDED!
We continue to search for someone to help us with
child care during our Worship Services on Sunday
Mornings and occasionally during other special
events. This is a paid position at $25.00 for Sunday Services and appropriate compensation based
on time spent during other events. Please call the
church office if you are interested in this position.
Successful applicant must be 18 years or older.
Age of children may vary each week up to third
grade.
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The Messenger is published monthly.
DEADLINE for April Messenger articles
is April 15th. Ar ticles may either be
emailed to the church or left in the church
office. Any information received after the
15th will appear in the next issue.

