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GGG 
reetings in the name of our Risen Lord!  As the Spring is coming alive all around us, we 
pray this season of Easter will be filled with much wonder and amazement for all of us.   
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Life Together wrote, “Christian community is not an ideal which we must   
realize; it is rather a reality created by God in Christ in which we may participate.”  As God’s      
community created here at First Presbyterian, we are moving forward with the developmental tasks 
of our transitional process.  Our bicentennial logo is such a great reminder of our journey, “Reflect 
Back… Move Forward.”  Sometimes we have a tendency to look back and just stare at it.   
 
In these past six months, while we celebrated our heritage, we also have faced some unexpected 
challenges.  As your interim pastors, we are humbled by your commitment to God’s mission, the 
strength in which you live the challenges, and the resilience in engaging the stewardship of life.  
The way you care for us, as your pastors, is a testimony of your love and respect of the ministry of 
Word and Sacrament. 
 
The second phase of the transitional time is discovering where God is calling us at this time. George 
Barna of Barna Research says, “The way things are changing these days, the best we can estimate 
is about five years out.”  We would even go further and say not five, but mostly two or three.  The 
speed of technology moving in the area of media and communication is escalating at a pace that is 
quite mind-boggling.  Where all of this is going, only God knows.  And our God does not operate on 
a time-table.  With God it is always the fullness of time; it is always kairos…  
 
Yet God constantly assures us, “I am with you always to the end of age.”  There is nothing happen-
ing, nothing changing, where God is not.  Jesus as the Risen Lord is always moving among, within, 
and through us.  The Spirit is always empowering. Paul reminds us in 2 Timothy 1, “That precious 
memory triggers another: your honest faith—and what a rich faith it is, handed down from your 
grandmother Lois to your mother Eunice, and now to you! And the special gift of ministry you     
received when I laid hands on you and prayed—keep that ablaze! God doesn’t want us to be shy 
with his gifts, but bold and loving and sensible.” (The Message) 
 
In discerning the call of God in these times as a congregation, one tool we have is cultivating       
effective ways of communication and sharing of information.  Our own vision of ministry as pastors 
has always been of nurture, empowerment, and collaboration. We take so much joy in seeing our          
parishioners discover—as well as develop—their unique gifts and passions. We love providing the   
resources, support, and leadership.   
 
The key challenge for our congregation is how to balance how we receive and share information.  
There are many who are on Facebook, some use Twitter, others text, some just use e-mail and 
there are those who neither have e-mail or computers. 
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As pastors, we make every effort to create a transparent way of being as Christian disciples.  Jesus 
did not carry out his ministry in secret. We are working on putting all these pieces together as we 
begin our conversations in congregational self-study. 
 
The Church Office is where you can come or call for any information you need to share or receive.  
The session minutes after they are approved are placed in a file along with the Treasurer’s monthly 
report in the Office. The Church website is updated regularly with relevant information. We will also 
begin e-mailing both the newsletter and the calendar through the Church e-mail list.  And please 
feel free to call us or visit with us with any questions or concerns you might have. 
 
We are working on a bi-weekly gazette to share some insights on how the visioning conversations 
are going and the feedback gathered from these conversations. 
 
We will be leading mini-workshops on various topics, from shifting trends in ministry to budgeting 
for effective ministry to creating healthy boundaries to tools for adaptive change to standards of 
ethical conduct…We will also give attention to how we are nurturing spiritual formation.  In the 
coming months there will be various opportunities for adults and youth to participate in retreats and 
prayer-full creativity. 
 
All these activities are to assist us to engage in holy conversations in strategically planning for our 
church’s future. 
 
For now, here are a few reflection questions: 

What is one Bible passage that is shaping your understanding of being a disciple of Jesus? 
 

What is one Bible passage where you find the Church today? 
 

What biblical story comes to mind when you think of our congregation? 
 

FEW QUESTIONS TO REFLECT AS WE GO DEEPER: 
 

Who are we now?      Who are we as God’s people? 

What are our strengths?    Where do we see our growing edges?  

Why are we here?  Who do we want to be? 

What do we need to leave behind? 

How do we interpret God’s presence?    What is our narrative?   

How do we tell our story, both painful and joyful? 

How do we share God’s presence with others? 

How do we speak of God and about God individually and as a community? 

How do we cultivate a culture of spiritual formation with emphasis on 
personal spiritual disciplines? 

 
We love good questions! 
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastors James and Banu 



 

For the past several months the session has been working on 
reorganization in taking into consideration the new form of    

government as well as the transitional task of empowering each 
and every member of the community through gifts and callings. 
 

The new Form of Government emphasizes that “The Church’s 
ministry is a gift from Jesus Christ to the whole Church.  Christ 

alone rules, calls, teaches, and uses the Church as he wills,    
exercising his authority by the ministry of women and men for 
the establishment and extension of God’s new creation.  Christ’s 

ministry is the foundation and standard for all ministry, the   
pattern of the one who came “not to be served but to 

serve” (Matt. 20:28).  The basic form of ministry is the ministry 
of the whole people of God, from whose midst some are called to ordered ministries, to fulfill 
particular functions. Members and those in ordered ministries serve together under the      

mandate of Christ.” (G-2.0101) 
 

As the session carries out its responsibilities, it organizes itself and the boards to serve effec-

tively, creatively, and with imagination.  It does this so that the congregation becomes more 
faithful participants in the mission of Christ.  It gives full expression to the rich diversity of the 
church’s membership and provides for full participation and access to representation in decision

-making and employment practices. (G-3.0103) 
 

In order to carry out the daily tasks of ministry as well as create opportunities for mutual     

sharing and encouragement former committees have been recreated as teams.  We have four 
ministry teams:  
 

 Parish Life and Membership — Elder representative Rose Houper 

 Adult and Youth Faith Formation — Elder representative Kirk Allen 
 Outreach and Mission — Elder representative Cheri Crozier 

 Worship and Liturgical Life — Elder representative Gary Yoggy 
 

Each team has been assigned an elder representative to help with the work of the team.  
Teams will elect their own chairs.  Sometimes the word “chair” can be a daunting word.  In    

regards to teamwork, chairs help facilitate and coordinate, but do not do the whole work them-
selves. 
 

Elder Bonita Coates has been given the responsibility of coordinating various events and inter-
generational activities for families. She will primarily coordinate through Parish Life and     
Membership as new ideas emerge. 
 

More information on the teams may be found on the table in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

We are encouraging our congregation to prayerfully discern where God might be calling you  

according to your gifts and talents. Is God calling you to the ordered ministry of elder or      
deacon?  Is God calling to serve as a trustee?  Are you interested in working with new worship 

ideas? Are you passionate about youth or Bible study or prayer? Is your calling to hospitality? 
Are you interested in arts?  Is God calling you to the adult or the hand-bell choirs? Are you   
passionate in missional outreach?  There are so many opportunities to be involved, as we     

continue to participate in God’s shaping and molding for the 21st century. 
 

Join in the glorious adventure in working with infinite possibilities! 
 

Pastors James and Banu 



our Souper Bowl of Caring on Super Bowl        

Sunday. In total, we have raised over $780 to fight 

local hunger since September 2012. 

  

Please continue to donate as the need for charitable 

giving is as important as ever. Donations will con-

tinue on the first Sunday of each month and will be 

gathered with normal weekly collections on those 

days. Donations will also be gladly accepted at any 

other time. If you need a donation jar for your 

home, please contact the church office. Thank you 

again for your generosity. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *  

 

Habitat for Humanity Builds 

 

This is the Southeast Steuben County Habitat for 

Humanity’s 20th anniversary. To help mark the 

milestone, they are undertaking two special events. 

They are building two houses this year, and one is 

a women’s build, an attempt to build one of the 

houses strictly by women. 

 

The Mission and Outreach Team has an opportuni-

ty for you. We are looking for people to support 

our sponsoring of two build days. Whether you are 

experienced in construction, a jack of all trades, or 

have no experience, you are welcome to help. All 

that is required is a willingness to help others help 

themselves. Can’t do physical labor, we get pretty 

hungry (hint, hint, wink, wink, nod, nod). 

 

We are looking for anyone interested in participat-

ing in the build days. If you want to help, contact a 

member of the Mission and Outreach Team: Cheri 

Crozier, Curt Neuner, Chris Sharman, Graham 

Wightman, Bonita Coates, Marty Coates, Bethany 

Rudolph, or Stuart Sammis.  If we can get enough 

women to sign up, we can perhaps send a crew to 

the women’s build. 

 

CORNERS AT 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

 

 

 

MISSION & OUTREACH TEAM 
 

Food Pantry 

 

We have seen hectic times at the Corning Commu-

nity Food Pantry during these ongoing winter 

months. Several of our clients are faced with in-

creased gas prices and/or utility bills, rising food 

prices, lay offs and/or downsizing, so the traffic at 

the Pantry is constant and usually heavy. 

 

The numbers for February 2013 were as follows: 

529 households served, 565 children served, 971 

adults served, and 148 elderly served.  This is a 

noticeable increase from February of last year. 

 

If you wish to donate food to the Pantry, we en-

courage you to purchase canned soups or canned 

vegetables. If you wish to make a monetary dona-

tion, please mail your contribution to: Corning 

Community Food Pantry, PO Box 1255, Corning, 

NY 14830.  

 

We appreciate all the support and help we receive 

from the community. Your efforts are equally ap-

preciated by those who face food insecurity in our 

area. 

 
 
 
 

 

 *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *  
 

Thank You for Supporting 

5 Cents a Meal 
  

The Mission and Outreach Team would like to 

thank everyone for their donations to the Corning 

Community Food Pantry through our 5 Cents a 

Meal program. We’ve collected $354 so far in 

2013, including $247 raised in just one day during  



PARISH LIFE & MEMBERSHIP 

TEAM 
 

Fellowship Time 
               

The PL&M team would like to thank the following 

committees for hosting a weekly Fellowship Time 

in March: Major Gifts & Endowments/

Stewardship and Membership & Outreach. Thanks 

also go out to the Girl Scouts for hosting Fellow-

ship Time on Youth Sunday. 
                                

If you would like to host a Fellowship Time some 

Sunday, please call Rose Houper, Susan Sheldon, 

or the church office.  It is not difficult.  Help is 

available and expenses are covered. 
              

 *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *  
                              

Ladies’ Night Out 
        

Ladies’ Night Out is coming up on Wednesday, 

May 1st, at 6:30 p.m.  The restaurant location will 

be announced in the coming weeks so look for that 

information in the near future.  Reservations are 

needed by April 28th. Carpooling is available.  

Just let the church office know  

if you need a ride. 

 

 

 

 

ADULT & YOUTH FAITH  

FORMATION TEAM 
 

Learning to Worship 
               

The Learning to Worship Program, for children 

ages seven (7) and older who have not made their 

First Communion, will be held on the following 

Sundays:  April 14th, 21st, and 28th during the 

child release time during the service.  On May 5th, 

we will meet during the regularly-scheduled    

Sunday School time at 9:00 a.m. for a tour of the 

church and the choir loft (always a highlight!). The 

program will finish with the children receiving 

their First Communion on Pentecost Sunday, May 

19th.   
             

Please contact Beth Landin at                            

blandin@stny.rr.com or at 962-3690 if you would 

like your child to attend. 

HAYDAY IS COMING….VBS 

2013 

 
At HayDay, kids will learn one important Bible 
Point, which is reinforced through Bible      
adventures, a key Bible verse, songs, and 
hands-on activities. VBS kids will also learn 
about two amazing Bible stories!  On Sunday, 
we will celebrate our friendship with Jesus 
and one another through worship and fellow-
ship. 
 
Our Adult and Youth Faith Formation Team is 
working on the planning.  If you are interest-
ed in helping, teaching, or preparing snacks, 
please let Pastor Banu or Elder Kirk Allen 
know. 

THE FIRST LUNCH BUNCH 
                                     

The First Lunch Bunch will meet again on 

Wednesday, April 10th, at 12:00 p.m.  Come and 

join us for great food and fellowship. 

 

Reservations are needed so please 

either sign up on the Friendship  

Tablet on Sunday or call the church 

office. 

mailto:blandin@stny.rr.com


 

                  PRAYER CORNER 

 

Luke 21:2-4 “And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites.  And he said, 

Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all;  For all these 

have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all 

the living that she had.” 

 

Creator God, send a renewal of creativeness into our life together.  Help each of us to make the 

most of the gifts and talents that are ours.  We give thanks for the marvelous abilities represent-

ed by the men and women and young people of this congregation.  Help each of us to magnify 

the gifts and abilities of ourselves and others, highlighted by empathy, understanding, patience 

and love.  And may we, as a people of faith, do all to Thy glory and to the honor and service of 

Jesus Christ, the innovator, the compassionate One, the Saviour.  Amen. 

JEWISH FOOD FESTIVAL 

 

You are invited to attend the annual Jewish Food Festival on Sunday, April 14th, from 11:00 

a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Congregation Kol Ami, 1008 W. Water Street in Elmira.  The congregation 

works together to make many kinds of traditional Jewish foods and sells them as did street 

vendors on the lower East side of New York City in the early 20th century.  Congregants cook 

and decorate together, and then that day dress in costume to sell these foods to the greater 

Corning-Elmira community who come to eat lunch there or buy foods to take home.  We try to 

replicate the sights and smells of days gone by. 

 

Some of the delicious foods for sale are:  bakery breads like challah and Babka, cookies, like 

Mandelbrot, regelah, and hamentaschen, soups, corned beef and pastrami sandwiches with 

coleslaw and a pickle, stuffed cabbage, chopped liver, knishes, kosher hot dogs, blintzes, pota-

to pancakes, noodle kugel, and Israeli specialties.  If you long for NYC deli food, this is the 

place to be on April 14th. 

 

Tickets are $10 in advance at the Glass Menagerie in Corning or $12 at the door.  Your admis-

sion ticket includes $3 of food tickets.  We hope to see you there! 

NEW ADDRESS 
 

Dorothy West 

110 Creekside Dr. Apt. 235 

Painted Post, NY  14870 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Christine C. Dahlmann Murphy 

September 19, 1922 - March 6, 2013 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

 

  1     Carolyn Woughter 

         Mark Rogus 

  3     Trevor Sammis 

  6     Joan Woodhouse 

         Rev. Banu Moore 

         * Hannah Kelly 

         * Sadie Beres 

  7     Skip Moore 

  8     Kate Danforth 

         Stu Sammis 

         Kirk Allen 

11     Gail Bartkowski 

13     Susan Sheldon 

14     Janet Jones 

15     Kim Ecker 

19     Kim Newton 

20     * Justin Lapham 

22    * Graham  Robert Wightman 

         * Chloe Ann  Wightman 

24     Matthew Reppert 

         * Quintin Fisher 

25    * Marcus McLaughlin 

26     Patti Bradney 

         Cheryl Wightman 

         * Benjamin Smith 

27     Norma Scott 

         George McLaren 

28     Sally Richardson 

         Rob Wilcox 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

 

14     Chris & Skye Tubbs 

16     Carlton & Barbara Fawcett 

25     Michael & Carol Flook 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members, *children under 18, and non-

members participants for whom we have 

birthday and anniversary information. 

 

If we miss your special day, please call the 

church office so we can get you  entered on 

our calendar. 

MONTH OF APRIL 



                                   

 THE MESSENGER 
First Presbyterian Church  

1 East First Street 

Corning, New York 14830 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1 EAST FIRST STREET 

CORNING, NEW YORK 14830 

 

Reverends James & Banu Moore, Interim Pastors 

Home Phone: 607-654-7875 

Cell Phone: 607-664-7876 

 

Interim Pastors’ Office Hours:  

Monday - Thursday  9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Church Phone: 607-937-5419 

Church Fax: 607-937-9731 

 

Church Hours: Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - noon & 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

 

Church Email: office@corningpresby.org 

Visit us on the web: www.corningpresby.org 

 

Sunday School:      9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 

 

The Messenger is published monthly. 

 

DEADLINE for articles for the May  

Messenger  is April 15th.  Articles may  

either be  emailed to the church or left in the 

church office. Any information received  

after the 15th will appear in the June issue. 

Jesus Is 

Our  

Focus  

In All  

We Do 


