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I’m starting with the man in the mirror
I’m asking him to change his ways
And no message could have been any clearer
If you wanna make the world a better place
Take a look at yourself, and then make a change
--Michael Jackson, Man in the Mirror
I have always believed, as taught by some of the great ancestors of our faith, that God sows seeds of
wisdom throughout our world for us to discover. Wisdom is where you find it. It can be found not just in
the pages of the Bible, but in nature, and even in the words of an old Michael Jackson lyric. And we are so
much in need of wisdom today that I don’t think any of us can afford to turn up our nose no matter what the
source.
Where I feel myself much in need of wisdom these days is how to respond to the wave of racism
and xenophobia that is sweeping our country. I used to believe that we had made so much progress since
the bad old days before the civil rights movement of the sixties. But now I have been forced to realize that I
was naïve, that the old hates had only gone underground and were waiting for an opportune time to resurface. That time seems to be now. People have been emboldened to say and to act on the awful things that
have been nurtured in the darkness of their hearts. I used to think that our country as a whole had progressed past most of this. I was foolish and naïve.
Where do we begin to address the thoughts and feelings that run so counter to the good news of reconciliation in Jesus Christ? Jesus said, “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and
pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck
out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out
of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye” (Mat. 7:3-5
NIV).
I think that is where I’ll start. I think it is where we all must start. We must start by examining the
person in each of our mirrors. What are the prejudices, the racism, the bigotry, that we are carrying around
inside of our own hearts? If you think you don’t have any, you’re probably not looking hard enough. If
nothing else, just look at the thoughts that pop into your head on a daily basis when you encounter someone
of another race or religion. What are the assumptions you instantly make about that person? Not until we
appreciate what we are feeling and why we are feeling that way about a fellow child of God will we be in a
position to repent and ask the Holy Spirit to help us remove the plank that is in each of our eyes.
Jesus said “What is impossible with man is possible with God” (Luke 18:27 NRSV). I believe with
God’s help our hearts can change. Let us each work to make this change a reality so that we may deal justly and compassionately with everyone God places in our path. It is not naïve to believe that with God’s
help we can truly change. “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind” (Rom. 12:2 NIV).
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding: in all your ways acknowledge him and he will
make your paths straight.”
[Proverbs 3:5-6]

PROGRAM SUPPORT FUND*
To support and enhance the internal program of First Presbyterian Church beyond the ability of the pledge budget to support and
to provide programs interpreting the broader mission of the
church.

*******************************************
Community Interest Note

The fund was established January 1, 1996 with monies from a
bequest from Althea Overmyer (February 1994) and monies from
the merger into the Program Support Fund of the former Speaker/
Interpretation Fund, which was initially funded from a bequest
from William Bong (September 1990). The purposes of the
Speaker/Interpretation Fund were included in this broader endowment.

The program – which is free, neutral and confidential – helps
individuals, families and small businesses compare options and
enroll into health plans. Tax credits and other subsidies are available under the Affordable Care Act to lower health care costs,
based on income and household size.

Do you or someone you know need health coverage? AIM NaviExamples of uses of the Program Support Fund might be, but not gator Program can help! AIM Independent Living Center’s Navilimited to: bringing to First Presbyterian Church a noted authori- gator Program helps people find affordable health insurance
through the NY State of Health, the state’s online marketplace.
ty in the field of bible study, theology, or religion (a single lecOur navigators are available at locations in Steuben, Chemung,
ture or a series); providing tools for programs and ministries of
Schuyler and Allegany counties, including AIM’s main offices at
the church; providing consultants or staff help to assist the con271 E. First St., Corning.
gregation in doing ministry.

AIM’s Navigator Program is funded by a grant from the state
Health Department, and AIM has no ties to any insurance companies. To find out more or schedule an appointment, contact
Breanna Wilson at bwilson@aimcil.com or 962-8225, ext. 118,
or visit aimcil.com.

*Submitted by Graham Wightman

***********************************************

College Endowment Scholarship Fund Awards

Congratulations to Katilin Ugoretz and Taylor Jubilee who
were each awarded a scholarship from the College Endowment
Fund established by Dr. Milton and Margret Lapp.

****************************************************

Kaitlyn is a senior at the University of Pennsylvania, pursuing
her BA and MA in East Asian Languages and Civilizations simultaneously. She concentrates in Chinese and Japanese studies
and intends to go on to earn her PhD in Chinese studies. Following Christ’s call to speak up for and ministering to those whom
society marginalizes, Kaitlyn’s work focuses on the intersection
between Chinese language and identity politics, combatting covert prejudices reinforced by language and promoting tolerance
and inclusion. At Penn, she is also involved in the community as
a writing tutor, an academic advisor within her department, and
stage manager of the Pan-Asian Dance Troupe. Originally from
New Jersey, Kaitlyn is a proud alumna of the NJSEEDS scholarship program, as well as a current member of the QuestBridge
National College Match program. At First Presbyterian Church of
Corning, she has a new church family more caring and supportive
than she could have imagined. Kaitlyn is grateful to receive the
College Scholarship from the Major Gifts and Endowments Committee which will help her to finish her last year of college and
hopes to make her congregation proud.

Weekday Preschool still has openings in both their 3 and 4 year
old classes for the 2016-2017 school year. Please call the church
office at 937-5419 if you wish to have an application and brochure mailed out or stop by and pick one up during regular office
hours.

Weekday Preschool

****************************************************

Correction

Please note the following corrections to the July 2016 Messenger:
Vicki Burton is a choir member and her name was omitted from
the list.
Barb Worthey - years of service with the choir should have been
eight.
Taylor will be a Freshman at Stony Brook University in the Fall
Our sincere apologies for these errors.
and will be working towards her Bachelors in Nursing as a Nurse
Anesthetist. She has been a volunteer at Corning Hospital and
Arnot Medical Center. Taylor was a member of the track team at
Corning High School and set a new record for the long jump and
triple jump during her time there.
We wish them both the very best as they continue their education
and ask that you join us on August 7th for Worship and afterwards for Fellowship at which time you will be able to meet Kaitlyn and Taylor when they are awarded these scholarships.
2

Help Wanted

Have Breakfast With Jesus

The Personnel Committee has a paid position ($25.00 per Sunday) for an adult to work in the nursery during worship (1 to 1
1/2 hours) to care for infants up to age 3. This could be a job
share if two adults wished to split the duties
by working alternate Sundays. Worship services are broadcast to the nursery for those
watching the children. We are also looking
for a volunteer, perhaps a high school student,
to assist in the nursery. This is a service that has been provided
by the church for many years and allows parents of young children to attend worship. The Committee would like to be able
to continue this service to our members but an adult is needed
to do so. If you or someone you know has an interest in this
position, please contact the church office or a member of the
personnel committee to apply.

Today, are you spiritually and emotionally discouraged? Has
this year been especially draining? Then perhaps it's time for
you to slow down and "have breakfast with Jesus." If he had
the time to draw near to his disciples then, he has time to
come close to you today. Friends encourage one another.
Jesus is your friend. You can cast all your discouragements
on him because he cares for you. Jesus is always there, and
there first. Consider this idea: Early one morning, go to your
favorite restaurant and have breakfast with Jesus. When you
sit down and open your Bible, you will discover along with
the disciples, that is encouraging enough!
“So do not fear, for I am with you: do not be dismayed, for I
am your God. I will strengthen you and help you: I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
[Isaiah 41:10]

If you are interested in volunteering to be
trained to operate the sound/video systems in the sanctuary and to serve as a
technician during Sunday worship, you
are the person we are looking for! No
prior experience is needed. Please contact the church office for information.

*****************************************
August Church Office Hours
August 1 - 5
August 8 - 12
August 15 - 18
August 22 - 26
August 29 - Sept 2

9 - noon and 1 - 3
9 - noon and 1 - 3
9 - noon and 1 - 3
9 - noon and 1 - 3
8:30 a.m. - noon

*************************************************

Summer Pledge Reminder

It’s still summer time and the living is easy! Folks go on vacations, have family reunions, go to the lake on the weekends,
and just enjoy the warmth of the season. Even though life activities speed up and church activities slow down, remember
the church still has bills that need to be paid. If you are unable
to attend Worship services, you can mail your pledge to the
church office anytime. Have a wonderful summer and thank
you for your continuing support.

************************************************

Best Wishes to Jamie Smith!

July 24th marked the end of an era as it was Jamie Smith’s
last official performance as our organist and choir director.
Even though we will miss her leadership of our music program, we can look forward to seeing Jamie
and her family in worship and at church events. We
will always look back fondly on all she has contributed to our community here at First Presbyterian
Church. Thank you Jamie for sharing your many gifts with
us and helping us glorify God through music and song. God
bless you and your family as you begin this new chapter in
your lives.

**************************************************

Elmira First Presbyterian Church Concern Series

The Elmira First Presbyterian Church 2016-2017 Concert Series will be kicking off on August 14, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. The
Fireside Collective from Asheville NC will
be entertaining folks with their Bluegrass/
folk music quartet. Expenses are off-set by
a free-will offering which will be taken at
each event. All concerts will be held in the
church sanctuary at 1054 West Clinton
Street. Future concerts from this series
will be noted in upcoming newsletters.

************************************************
Many thanks to the people in the church family who made
donations in celebration of Jamie. These donations will enable the church to continue their musical worship of our Lord
and Savior.
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MONTH OF AUGUST
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
1
3
5
7
9
10
14
15
19
23
24
27
28
29
31

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO

Lien Landin
* Katy Sharman
* Jenna Morrisey
Grace Sheldon
Royal Denson
Lisa Sebelle
Amy Smaldone
Michele Johnson
* Victoria McLaughlin
Stephen Hevey
Keith McEwen
* Victoria Holmes
Barbara Sammis
* Bella Beres
Phil Bradney
Chris Wightman
* Kevin Lapham
Al Johnson II
Michael McLaren
Sue Conklin

1
6
9
10
11
13
15
16
17
24
29
30

Members, *children under 18, and nonmember participants for whom we have birthday and
anniversary information. If we
missed your important date, please let the
church office know so we can add it.

Milton & Margret Lapp
Stephen & Charlene Hevey
Jeffrey & Deborah Rice
Phil & Patricia Bradney
Derwin & Jennifer Nelson
Ken & Mary Baer
Jeff & Lynde Ugoretz
Marty & Bonita Coates
Jim & Kim Ecker
Royal & Marge Denson
Scott & Susan Sheldon
Stu & Barb Sammis
Scott & Danielle Beres

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of these is
love”.
[I Corinthians 13:13]

“So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all."
[Ecclesiastes 11:8]
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Jesus Is
Our
Focus
In All
We Do

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1 EAST FIRST STREET
CORNING, NEW YORK 14830
Church Phone: 607-937-5419
Church Fax: 607-937-9731
Church Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - noon
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Church Email: office@corningpresby.org
Visit us on the web:
www.corningpresby.org
Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m.

2016
The Messenger is published monthly.
DEADLINE for September Messenger
articles is August 15th. Ar ticles may
either be emailed to the church or left in the
church office. Any information received
after the 15th will appear in the October
issue.

