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There is an old story about a clan in the highlands of Scotland. The clan had a certain banner and it was believed that so long as a member of the clan carried the
banner during battle, they would always be victorious, although the standard-bearer
himself would die. Sure enough, the day came when the clan entered battle against
a terrible foe. The first standard-bearer was killed and so was the one who took his
place. When no one else would pick up the banner, the chieftain himself picked it
up, tied it around his waist, and waded into the fray. He also fell. No one else was
willing to take up the banner and so the battle was lost and the clan destroyed.
There is also a story from the Bible about the need to pick up the mantle and carry on with the Lord’s
work. In 2 Kings, we learn about Elijah, who was a mighty prophet of the Lord until the day came when he
was too weary to carry on. The Lord led him to his successor, Elisha, and the two journeyed together for some
time. Eventually, they came to the Jordan River. Elisha took off his mantle, rolled it up, and struck the water
with it and the waters parted to let them cross. Elisha watched as Elijah ascended into heaven in a whirlwind.
Elijah’s mantle had fallen from his shoulders and now lay in the dust. Elisha picked it up and returned to the
river, striking it with the mantle as Elijah had done and asking aloud "Where now is the Lord, the God of Elijah?" The water parted for him, just as it had done for his predecessor. Elisha then continued on to speak the
word of the Lord as Elijah had done before him (2 Kings 2:1-14).
Transitions in leadership are a fact of life in the church just as they are in our larger world. The important thing for us is that God has proven that He will always raise up someone with the right heart and the
right gifts to take up the mantle of leadership when it needs to be passed on. It is not an easy thing to be a
leader in the church and it always requires some level of sacrifice. I am grateful for all of the leaders of this
church who give sacrificially of their time and talents in order to build up the kingdom of God among us, and I
would like to personally thank them for their service to us all. I am confident that the transitions we are now
experiencing in the office and in our music program are part of God’s plan for the successful future of this
church. If we continue to work together passionately for the cause of Christ, if each of us is willing to pick up
the banner or mantle when our time comes, then we will share together in His victory. Together let us each do
our part to fulfill the Great Commission Jesus has given us:
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.
--Mat. 28:18-20 (NIV)

Rev. Jeffrey E. Ugoretz
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MAJOR GIFTS & ENDOWMENTS
Camp and Conference Scholarship Fund
The Camp and Conference Scholarship Fund provides funding for the youth of our church to attend
Presbyterian and ecumenical camps and conferences. The fund is part of First Presbyterian's endowments and the principal cannot be withdrawn;
with all money used each year derived from the
fund’s annual earnings.
Funds may be used from the endowment upon recommendation by the Christian Education (now
Faith Formation) Committee to the Session. Anyone interested in a conference scholarship may
submit an application to the Christian Education
Committee. The fund balance is healthy, and camp
scholarship funds are currently available.

MEMORIAL GARDEN
The Memorial Garden Committee is looking for
volunteers to do watering and light weeding this
summer in the church gardens. This does not take
much time and will be very much appreciated! If
you are interested please sign up for a week on the
bulletin board in front of the office. If you have
any questions about the tasks please call Kay
Rogus at 936-9515. Thanks!

MISSION & OUTREACH
Corning Community Food Pantry
Spring has finally arrived and gardens are beginning to take form. As the number of warmer days
is increasing, so too are the numbers of food insecure individuals who come to our Pantry for help.
In April we experienced a slight uptick in the number of individuals we served. We served 575
households; 619 children;1094 adults;187 elderly
for a total of 1900 individuals.

Please consider adding canned tuna or chicken,
cream of mushroom or chicken soup and a box of
pasta to your grocery cart this month. That will
make a nutritious and tasty casserole for a household. Donate these items to our Pantry during our
hours of operation. Please consider adding a container of dish soap or laundry detergent to help
these folks out.
Pantry hours of operation:
Monday and Tuesday 9:00 until noon
Wednesday
10:00 until 2:00
Thursday and Friday Noon until 3:00
2nd and 4th Saturday 10:00 until noon
Please remember to plant in your garden an "extra
row" of produce to donate. Everyone enjoys fresh
produce.
Your generous giving is very important to our daily operation and to those we serve. Thank you .

Sunday, June 12th, from 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.
at Caton Park
There will be games for the kids and a whole lot of
FUN! Come and enjoy food, fellowship and fun
with your church family.
Bring a dish to pass. Hot dogs, hamburgers,
lemonade, will be furnished.

and

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Our Church's Personnel Committee is
seeking a nursery supervisor as well as
two volunteers to assist with child care
during Sunday worship. The supervisor
role will be a paid position for hours worked during Sunday. The supervisor will provide care to
young children as well as supervise and schedule
volunteers to help with child care. Anyone interested may contact Ken Baer, Chair of Personnel
through the church office at 937-5419.
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NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT!
Our congregation is very pleased to welcome Mrs.
Sue Conklin as our new administrative assistant. Sue will be starting in the office on June 13
and will be working alongside Susan Sheldon for
her first week or two to learn the ropes. Please
help Sue to get to know you and our congregation. We also want to say that we deeply appreciate Susan Sheldon’s time as our interim administrative assistant and are thankful for the warmth
and excellence she has brought to her work for our
church. Even though she will continue as a valued
member of our congregation, we will miss seeing
her smiling face in the office every day. Please
take the time to thank Susan for her service when
you see her.
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ways. We deeply appreciate Jamie’s commitment
to our church and her leadership of a music program that other churches envy. Jamie has agreed
to help us in the search for her successor and we
already have some good leads. We will keep the
congregation informed as the search progresses. We are confident that, with the help of the
choirs and the rest of the congregation, the excellence that Jamie has established in our music programs will continue. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to ask Ken Baer or Pastor
Jeff.

PARISH LIFE
Join us for a special fellowship time on
Father’s Day, June 19th, as we celebrate
all our dads with ice cream sundaes and
sodas!
Fellowship Time
Our committee would like to thank the Men’s Fellowship, the Faith Formation Team, the Mission &
Outreach committee, and the Stewardship committee for hosting Fellowship Times in the month of
May.
If you would like to host a Fellowship Time some
Sunday, please call Rose Houper, Susan Sheldon,
or the church office. It is not difficult. Help is
available and expenses are covered.

The church office hours will be
changing when Sue Conklin begins as
Administrative Assistant. Keep an
eye out for the new hours as they become available!
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After many years of excellent service
as our organist and choir director, Jamie Smith has decided to step down
this summer to spend more time with
her children. Although we are sad to
see this era in our church’s music
ministry come to a close, we respect her decision
and are glad that she and her family will continue
to actively participate in our church in other

We are in need of people willing to be trained to
operate the sound/video systems in the Sanctuary
and to serve as technicians during Sunday worship.
No prior experience is necessary. If this is an opportunity you are willing to explore, please contact
Pastor Jeff, Curt Neuner or Susan Sheldon in the
office for more information.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

VACATION

CONGRATULATIONS to Eric and Monica

Meek, and big brother Adrian, on the birth of their
son, Lane, on April 24th.
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Pastor Jeff and his family will be on vacation starting Monday, June 20th, and returning Tuesday,
July 5th.
If you are in need of pastoral care during that time,
please call the church office at 937-5419.

*

FIRST LUNCH BUNCH
NEW ADDRESSES
Ann Howland has moved! Her new addr ess is:
Brookdale Painted Post
Room 57
120 Creekside Drive
Painted Post, NY 14870

The First Lunch Bunch will meet again on
Wednesday, June 8th, at 12:00 p.m. Come and
join us for great food and fellowship.
Reservations are required and the deadline is Monday, April 11th. So don’t forget to call the church
office to sign up or you can sign up on the Friendship Tablet on Sunday morning.

Her phone number is the same: 607-962-6701

***************
Bob and Jean Boell have NOT moved, but the
post office has changed their address. It is now:

NEW CHURCH MEMBERS

1048 W. Baltimore Pike, Apt. A412
Media, PA 19063-5280
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IN MEMORIUM
Mary “Liz” Shoemaker
July 16, 1923 - April 21, 2016

*

*

On Sunday, May 22nd, we were fortunate enough
to have three people join our church family by becoming members of First Presbyterian Church.
Derwin & Jennifer Nelson
10641 White Birch Lane
Corning, NY 14830
607-973-2919
Lynde Ugoretz
14 Grannan Drive
Corrning, NY 14830
607-973-2268

MONTH OF JUNE
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
2
4
11

14
15
16
17

18
19
21
22
23
24
26
28
30

Ken Baer
Doris Randall
Carlton Fawcett
Alyson Sharman
Jacquelyn Jones
Peggy Schuckers
Nicole Ecker
Gil Creelman
Elisabeth Tober
Kathryn Baker
* Michael Sheldon
* Caroline Sheldon
* Noah Sharman
Grace Kelly
Carly Morrisey
Charlene Hevey
Chris Sharman
Margaret Brill
Susan Vermillion
* Charlotte Rogus
* Emma Rogus
* Natalie Rogus
Galer Perreault
Lloyd Young
Diana Neuner
* Liam Holmes
Charlie McLaren

Members, *children under 18, and
non-member participants for whom
we have birthday and anniversary
information.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
2
3
4
11
12
17
30

John & Meredith Watts
Roger & Rosalie Grigsby
Mike & Becky DeRosa
Eric & April Millhollen
David & Diane Rudy
Doug & Tracey Kelly
Skip & Alice Moore
Keith & Jennifer McEwen

If we miss your special day, please
let us know so we can include the
information on our calendar.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1 EAST FIRST STREET
CORNING, NEW YORK 14830
Rev. Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor
Cell Phone: 607-742-8715
Email: pastorjeff@corningpresby.org
Pastor’s Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday - 10:00am - 12:00pm
Church Phone: 607-937-5419
Church Fax: 607-937-9731
Church Hours: Monday - Friday
10:00am - noon & 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Church Email: office@corningpresby.org
Visit us on the web: www.corningpresby.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. (June 12th is the last
day of Sunday School until fall)
Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m.

2016
The Messenger is published monthly.
DEADLINE for July Messenger articles
is June 15th. Ar ticles may either be
emailed to the church or left in the church
office. Any information received after the
15th will appear in the August issue.

