
 

 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 

A missionary, speaking of the need in the foreign fields, was to receive an offering to help out with the 
work. A man was sitting next to the aisle about halfway up. He had folded his arms and sat with a grim look, a 
scowl and a frown. He evidently didn’t want to be there. Perhaps his wife had made him come. When the ush-
er held the plate in front of him, he just shook his head. The usher jiggled the plate invitingly. Still the only 
response was the head shake. The usher leaned over and whispered, “It’s for missions, you know.” Still the 
scowl and a mumbled sentence, “I don’t believe in ‘em.”  

This usher had a quick wit.  He leaned down and said, “Then go ahead and take some out. It’s for the 
heathen, anyway.” 

It is stewardship campaign time and many of us greet it with a frown.  Here we go again.  The pastor 
is going to give an impassioned sermon about the giver’s need to give.  The stewardship committee chairper-
son will stand up and talk about the financial needs of the church.  The following week, pledge cards will be 
distributed and we will all mark down the same amount we did last year and the year before.  Several weeks 
later, the chairperson will disappointedly report to the Session that this year’s pledges are no better than last 
year’s or perhaps even worse.  Then the annual ritual will be completed and we can get on with the rest of the 
year. 

But it doesn’t have to be that way this year.  There is no law which says we have to do things the way 
we have always done them, is there?  This year we can approach stewardship differently, with passion and 
conviction instead of just grudging acquiescence.  It is the difference between “have to” and “get to.”  When 
children are asked to do something, they often respond “Do I have to?”  As mature Christians, our response to 
being asked to support the work of the church should be “Thank God I get to!”  God has blessed me so well 
that I “get to” contribute proportionately to ensure the continued sharing of the good news of Jesus Christ for 
the life of the world.  I “get to” be a giver sometimes and not just receive all of the time.  There is great digni-
ty in being able to give in proportion to one’s blessings.  And that too is a gift of God. 

As a teenager, I once asked my father why I didn’t get paid to mow our lawn at home.  My Dad said, 
“You live here, don’t you?”  I can almost hear God saying the same thing to each of us when we mutter about 
the amount we are asked to give toward the Lord’s work.  We live here.  This church and this community is 
our home.  Jesus is our elder brother and we are part of God’s family.  And we are each expected to contribute 
not only so the household of believers may be blessed, but so that this household may grow and be a blessing 
to others. 

 In 2 Corinthians 9:7, the Apostle Paul tells us “Each of you must give as you have made up your 
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  Let us make up our minds to give 
joyfully and generously to help support the family business: sharing the good news of salvation and eternal 
life in Jesus Christ. 

Have a blessed and happy November! 

Grace and peace to you all, 
Pastor Jeff 

The NOVEMBER Messenger 



 
A SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE CONGREGATION  
 

Please join us for a  
special meeting of the  

Congregation to be held on  
November 24th at 11:30am in the 

Sanctuary for the purpose of  
nominating and electing 

new officers.   
 

(No other business can be held at this time) 

 

The Pastor’s Series 
 

Confronting the Controversies 

(Sunday Service at 10:30am & Wednesdays at 6:30pm) 

 
 

SAVE THE 
DATE! 

 
COMMUNITY 
CHRISTMAS 

DINNER 
 

Held on December 25 
at 11:30am 

In Fellowship Hall! 
 

More Details to Follow 



 
The Property/Maintenance 

Fund 
 
The Property/Maintenance Fund was 
our first endowment fund, established 
in 1988 from a number of legacies da-
ting back to 1946.  The fact that mon-
ies invested in 1946 are still support-
ing church maintenance through their 
earnings demonstrates the power of 
endowments.  These earnings be-
come part of our annual budget to be 
used for the upkeep of all church 
property including the manse.  They 
can also be used for the moderniza-
tion of facilities and the purchase of 
equipment needed for property 
maintenance.   
 
This fund is another example of how 
monies given to the church can pro-
duce income indefinitely in support of 
church programs. 

 
 
 

 
 

CORNERS AT 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
 
 

 

  *     *     *     *     *     *     *      

 

MG&E Stewardship 
Perspective  

 
Each year we develop a church 
spending budget that reflects the 
spending we anticipate to meet the 
financial obligations of our church  
year. Those obligations ideally are 
fulfilled by the stewardship of our an-
nual giving. Recently, there has been 
a shortfall and the difference required 
to pay the bills is compensated by 
withdrawals of income only from the 
various endowment accounts over-
seen by the MG&E committee (no 
principal is spent). Unfortunately, that 
means there is a lost opportunity to 
direct those funds into our community 
outreach needs that would benefit 
others. 
 
One way to help reverse the shortfall 
is a prayerful consideration of our 
gifts and tithes with the goal of 
providing community support. 



For more information, call the Elmira Church office at (607) 734-1614.  



Pack your shoebox for a child at the 

Joy Store during Fellowship

November 3, 10, 17

All Joy Store items $1.00

Premade shoeboxes available for $20

Operation Christmas Child
The ministry that uses gift-filled shoeboxes to demonstrate God’s love in a 

tangible way to children in need around the world.

Harvest Food Collection

Help support the Corning Community Food Pantry 

With 

Non-perishable food and cash donations

Collection Sundays – November 3, 10, 17, 24

Let’s surpass our 2018 collection of 150 lb of food



 

The Red Book Shelves 
 
Thank you Alex Micheal Hoover for the wonderful new addition 
to our church!  For his Eagle Scout Service Project, Alex built and 
assembled 6 beautiful book shelves.  Our church was blessed to be 
one of the recipients of the book shelves which currently resides in 
our entryway.  Alex donated all the book shelves to local schools 
and churches in our community to recirculate gently Used Chil-
dren’s books supplied by the Steuben County Public Library.  The 
books are available for your children to take home, so please help 
yourself!   Thank you again Alex for your time, effort and generos-
ity!   



WE CELEBRATED 

PASTOR 

APPRECIATION 

SUNDAY 

ON 

OCTOBER 13  



The Creelman 
Firewood Assistance 

Project 
 
On October 5, a double load 
(truck and trailer) of fire-
wood was delivered to Mar-
cia Creelman by Deacons 
Derwin Nelson, Mary Baer 
and Ken Baer who donated 
the wood.  Marcia’s son Bri-
an and grandson Justin 
helped unload the wood.  
The wood was donated to 
the Creelmans by the Dea-
cons last year as well.  We 
were blessed to have a gor-
geous Fall day to complete 
the task! 
 
The Deacons 



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
      
8 David Powers 

11   Marty Coates 
       Jimma Powers 
12    * Trey Smith  
15   Ann Howland 
17   Dee Wightman 
21   Meredith Watts 
22   * Joshua Beres 
25   * Andrew Smith 
26   * Ariel Ugoretz 
27   Gail Bardhan 
 
Members, *children under 18, 
and non-member participants 
for whom we have birthday and   
anniversary information. 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
 
 
  7   Bill & Lisa Sebelle 
24 Lloyd & Barb Young  
 
 
If we miss your special day, 
please let us know so we can  
include the information on our 
calendar. 
 
 
 

THE MONTH OF 
NOVEMBER, 2019 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
Church Office 
Closed 

2 

3  
10:30A 
Worship 
11:30A 
Joy Store 
Fellowship 
 
Daylight savings time 
ends 

4 
4:15P PL&F 
6:30P M&O 
 

5 
6:30P 
Handbells 
7:30P 
Choir 

6 
6:30P 
Café Topic 
“Prayer in 
Public 
Schools” 

7 
5:30P 
Worship 

8 
Church Office 
Closed 

9 

10 
10:30A 
Worship 
11:30A 
Joy Store 
Fellowship 
Harvest 
Luncheon 

11 
Church Office 
Closed for 
Veteran’s Day 

12 
6:30P 
Handbells 
7:30P 
Choir 

13 
6:30P 
Café Topic 
“Abortion” 

14 
5:30P 
Trustee 
6:30P 
Deacon 

15 
Church Office 
Closed 

16 

17 
10:30A 
Worship 
Commitment 
Sunday 
11:30A 
Joy Store 
Fellowship 

18 19 
6:30P 
Handbells 
7:30P 
Choir 

20 
6:30P 
Café Topic 
“Human Sex-
uality” 

21 
6:30P 
Session 

22 
Church Office 
Closed 

23 

24 
10:30A 
Worship 
11:30A 
Special 
Meeting of the 
Congregation 

25 26 
6:30P 
Handbells 
7:30P 
Choir 

27 28 
Church Office 
Closed 

29 
Church Office 
Closed 
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 Jesus is our focus  

in all that we do. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Reverend Jeffrey Ugoretz, Pastor 

E-Mail:  pastorjeff@corningpresby.org 

Church Phone:  607-937-5419 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  

(closed 12 - 1 for lunch) 

Church E-Mail:  office@corningpresby.org 

Web Page:  www.corningpresby.org 

 Fb.me/CorningFirstPresby 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for Messenger articles 
is the 15th of the prior month.  Ar ti-
cles may be emailed to the church or 
left in the church office.  

Jesus Is  
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 

“He is the one you praise; he is your 

God, who performed for you those great 

and awesome wonders you saw with 

your own eyes.”  
Deuteronomy 10:21 (NIV) 

SUNDAY WORSHIP      10:30 AM 
 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR    11:30 AM 

2019 

mailto:pastorjeff@corningpresby.org
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