
 
Who among us will celebrate Christmas correctly?  

Whoever finally lays down all power, all honor, all reputation, all vanity, all arrogance,  
all individualism beside the manger; whoever remains lowly and lets God alone be high; whoever looks at the child in the manger 

and sees the glory of God precisely in his lowliness. 
 

― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God Is In the Manger (WJK Press: 2010). 

 
Contrary to popular opinion and our various nativity sets, there were no kings at the manger.  The magi 

(or “wise men”) came much later, most likely when Jesus was close to 2 years old (see Mat. 2).  The stable 
itself was most likely a shallow cave used for sheltering livestock; the manger a feeding trough.  All of the 
people we know to have been present at or shortly after Jesus’ birth were from the bottom rung of their socie-
ty: Mary, the peasant girl who had become pregnant out-of-wedlock by the Holy Spirit; her husband, Joseph, 
the landless carpenter; and a rough mob of shepherds, despised by polite society, to whom the angels pro-
claimed the birth of the King of kings.  They were the chosen ones who were present for the birth of humani-
ty’s one, true Lord and Savior.  The rulers were in their palaces, the priests in their temples, and the wealthy in 
their villas.  To them, it was just another unremarkable night. 

An important part of the Christian spiritual tradition is the idea of kenosis, “self-emptying.”  First and 
foremost, kenosis is an attribute of Jesus Christ, “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality 
with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very na-
ture of a servant, being made in human likeness” (Phi. 2:5-7 NIV).  Jesus said that we are to live in imitation 
of Him: “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master.  It is enough for students to be 
like their teachers, and servants like their masters” (Mat. 10:24).  So kenosis is also an important attribute for 
all of us who wish to sincerely follow the Prince of Peace: “Then [Jesus] said to them all: ‘Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.  For whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it’” (Luke 9:23-24).   

As Bonhoeffer reminds us, celebrating Christmas correctly requires us to lay down all that puffs us up 
at the foot of the manger and the Christ-child, whom we adore precisely because He is the power and glory of 
God displayed in lowliness.  Only if we are willing to be lowly and let God alone be high can we be truly pre-
sent in our hearts for Jesus’ birth.  I invite you this year to the Advent discipline of emptying ourselves of all 
that sets us apart from God and our neighbor.  Together let us ponder whether simply being in Jesus’ presence 
is enough for us this Christmas day and every day. 

                                          Wishing you a Christmas filled with the humble presence of the Christ-child,           

                                           Pastor Jeff 

 
P.S.  We will be reading God Is In the Manger  together  this Advent and Chr istmas season and meeting 
to discuss it together on Wednesday nights beginning December 6.  Books are still available from the church 
office for $10 or feel free to purchase one elsewhere.  Please come for dinner at 6:00 PM (bring a dish to share 
if you can) and/or for our discussion time at 6:30 PM.  You’ll be glad you did! 
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WASSAIL 
 

   The annual Wassail will take 
place following Worship on Sun-
day, December 17, in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  Bring your Christmas spirit and 
one dozen Christmas cookies (per family 
unit) to share with your church family as we 
join together to enjoy this traditionally be-
loved fellowship opportunity. 

As part of the Wassail Fellowship, the Dea-
cons encourage you to remember those 
members of our congregation who are physi-
cally unable to be with us.  We will have a 
table set up in the Fellowship Hall if you wish 
to bring a few extra cookies to share, make a 
plate for yourself, and then a plate to be de-
livered to someone who can’t attend.  If you 
would like to help with delivery, please let 
one of the Deacons know.   

This is a wonderful opportunity to fellowship 
with one another and to show our love to 
those who cannot be here to fellowship with 
us.   

POINSETTIAS 
      
Would you like to place a 
poinsettia in the church for 
the Christmas season?  The plants will be a 
part of the Christmas celebration and will 
then bring joy to others.   Following worship 
on Sunday, December 31, you may pick up 
your plant if you wish, or you may request 
that it be delivered to a shut-in.   

Order forms are available in the church office 
or in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings.  
Payment is due ($10.00 per plant) when the 
order is placed.  Please make checks paya-
ble to: “First Presbyterian Church” with 
“Poinsettias” on the memo line.   

 

MITTEN TREE   
 

Once again we will be collecting 
new winter hats and mittens for dis-
tribution by the Salvation Army to those in 
need this winter season.  Please help those 
less fortunate than us by dropping off new 
mittens, gloves, and hats on our Mitten Tree 
in the Fellowship Hall December 1 through 
December 20th.  Thank you all! 

 
 

CORNERS AT 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
 
 

  *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *       

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 

A friendly reminder to all Committee Lead-
ers; annual reports are due no later than De-
cember 31st.  If you need assistance prepar-
ing them, please contact the church office.  
Thank you!  

DEACON’S CHRISTMAS DAY  
DINNER 

Our 2017 Christmas Dinner will  be served 
on Monday, December 25,  and we need 
your help!   

We are in need of donations of various food 
items which are listed on the signup sheets 
located on the bulletin board outside the Fel-
lowship Hall.  This year we are also taking 
donations for the hams we will be serving 
(instead of turkey).  Please don’t donate a 
ham (unless it’s on the list) as we will be pur-
chasing them in bulk at a reduced price. 

We will also need volunteers to help with set 
up, transportation, serving and clean up.  
Please take a moment to prayerfully consid-
er how you might help and sign up if you are 
able.     

We will be serving snacks in the Pentecost 
Room at 11:00 and a hymn sing with Christ-
mas Carols will be held at 11:30 in the Sanc-
tuary prior to the meal.  The Christmas meal 
will be served at  Noon.   

This dinner is for everyone.  Do you have a 
friend or relative who has no family for 
Christmas?  Bring them with you and your 
family as we enjoy this wonderful time of fel-
lowship and food. 
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       ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR 

Are you searching for the perfect gift for that 
hard-to buy-for person?  We have just the 
solution for you!  The Mission/Outreach Com-
mittee will be hosting their annual Alternative 
Gift Fair during Fellowship Time on Decem-
ber 3, 10, and 17.          

Along with the traditional gifts from Heifer In-
ternational, Presbyterian Medical Benevo-
lence, etc., we will also have tangible fair 
trade gifts available for purchase which sup-
port charitable causes including Bead for Life 
and Serrv.org..  There will be something 
unique for everyone on your list.  Come, 
shop, and be merry - and do good work in 
our international community.   

 
DECEMBER 3 - 4:00 PM 

An annual tradition for all ages, 
Hanging of the Greens is a 
time for joining our hearts and 
hands preparing the church for 

Jesus, Emmanuel, God-With-Us.  

At 4:00 on Sunday we will gather for a family time 
with activities for children and youth and hanging 
the greens throughout the church.  We will have a 
Pizza Dinner followed by Worship in the Fellowship 
Hall with songs and images.  There will be opportu-
nities to make wreaths and dabble in fun art. 
Please join us for a feast-filled time of community 
in fellowship and action.   

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

   Last years “Step Up” Stewardship Campaign was 
a tremendous success enabling us to reach our 
challenge goal of $120,000.  Unfortunately, pledge 
giving to date is significantly lower (approximately 
$40,000) than was what pledged.  Giving state-
ments are in the envelope box in the Narthex.  If 
you pledged, please pick up your year  to date giv-
ing statement.  If you have given less than the 
amount you pledged and are in a financial position 
to catch up, it would be greatly appreciated. 
   On behalf of our church, thank you for all of the 
ways you contribute to the work of Christ in our 
community.  Your faithfulness makes our church 
possible.   

 JOIN US FOR: 
 

A Christmas Carol: A Live Radio 
Play  

 
Adapted from the work of Charles 

Dickens by Kevin Connors and 
Joe Landry.   

Directed by Gary Yoggy. 
 

One Show Only!  Don’t Miss It! 

Sunday, December 17,  
 4:00 PM 

1 East First Street, Corning, NY 
  

 $5.00 Donation for  
Potter's Hands Foundation 

All are Welcome! 

She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.       
     Matthew 1:21 



 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  
 
Origami Advent Activity - Each Sunday in the Bulletin 
Dec 3: The Angel  
Dec 10: The Dove 
Dec 17: The Star 
Dec 24: The Infant Jesus in the Manger 

December 6th:  
Wednesday Night Advent Series begins at 6:30 p.m. (with 
an optional Potluck Dinner at 6:00) 

December 3, 10, and 17:   
Alternative Gift Fair 
Immediately Following Worship in the Fellowship Hall 

December 16:   CANCELLED 
“Canvas” Interactive Worship Gathering 
 
December 17th:    
Wassail (during Fellowship Hour)  and  
“A Christmas Carol:  A Live Radio Play”;  One Show Only!   
4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

December 24th:   
Jesus’ Birthday Party (Fellowship)   and  
Christmas Eve Services: 
5:30 p.m.     Family Service 
11:00 p.m.    Candlelight Service 

December 25th:    
Christmas Dinner    
Appetizers:    (Pentecost Room)         11:00 
Hymn Sing with Carols:   (Sanctuary) 11:30 
Dinner:  (Fellowship Hall)   12:00 
 
 

 
 

 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 

 
   1     Liselotte Lull 
  David Rudy 
   2 James Ecker, Jr. 
   3 * Samuel Kelly 
  11   * Megan Kelly 
   Kaitlyn Ugoretz 
 12   Kailee Van Brunt 
14   Marjorie Denson 
   Rosalie Grigsby 
16   Frank Hamm 
19    Karen Perreault 
20    * Hanna Millhollen 
22   * Caitlin Holmes 
23    Jeff Perrin 
  * Leah Rudy 
25  Jesus 
27  * David Kelly 
31  Mary Baer 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 

 
  7      Bob & Jean Boell 
  8 Jessie & Jackie Curry 
12 Walter & Janet Jones 
27 Robert & Margaret Brill 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSAIRES FOR DECEMBER 

 

UPCOMING CHURCH OFFICE CLOSINGS  
 

The church office will be closed on Monday, December 25th for the Christmas Holiday.  

The church office will be closed on Monday, January 1st, for New Year’s Day.                   

Remember, when the office is closed, you can leave a phone message and we will re-
turn your call when the office reopens.                                                               

 
 

PASTOR’S HOURS  
 

We ask your consideration in remembering that Friday is  

Pastor Jeff’s day off to relax  and rejuvenate.  Please hold  

texts, e-mails, and phone calls to him unless it is an emergency.    

If you need assistance, please contact the Church Office.   

Thank you!     

ARE YOU REALLY READING THE MESSENGER?  Join in the Fun and win a prize!    

Our winners for the last two months were Barb Sammis and Susan Vermillion.  You can be a winner too!   

Hidden within this month’s Messenger is a bow that looks like this one.   If you find it within five days of receiving the 

Messenger, please call the church office at 937-5419 and your name will be put in a drawing for a free coffee/drink/

treat from a local business.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1 EAST FIRST STREET 

CORNING, NEW YORK 14830 
 
 

Church Phone: 607-937-5419 
Church Fax: 607-937-9731 

 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
9:00 a.m. - Noon 

 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

Church Email:  office@corningpresby.org 
Visit us on the web: 

www.corningpresby.org 
 

Sunday School:      9:00 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School  9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service:  10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time:  11:30 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 

2017 
 
 

The Messenger is published monthly. 
 

DEADLINE for January 2018 Messen-
ger articles is December 
15th. 
 
Articles may be emailed to 
the church or left in the 
church office.  

Jesus Is 
Our  

Focus  
In All  
We Do 


