FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
February 21, 2021
Rev. Bert S. Kozen, V.F., Pastor

The
Parochial Pen
Dear Parishioners,
Forty days doesn’t sound like a long period of time. On the calendar it is just a little more than a month.
Rest assured, however, the Season of Lent has the potential to be either one of the longest duration of days or one
of the shortest.
The key to Lent is to be found in our approach to the journey. If we focus on the negative, what we have
given up or what we will avoid then Lent will no doubt be a long and arduous affair. The Season of Lent does have
a positive aspect. As the “springtime” of the Liturgical Year, Lent can be understood and appreciated as a time of
rebirth and renewal. Any growth or change, by its very nature, can be uncomfortable and a time of challenge. The
phrase “growing pains” easily comes to mind and the ongoing COVID pandemic continues to add its own
challenges.
The invitation of God and the Church to undergo a spiritual renewal in the Season of Lent can also be seen
in such terms. Ultimately our goal is to be drawn closer to God and our brothers and sisters in Christ. The
disciplines and traditions of Lent help us to work for and achieve this goal. Just as our physical bodies grow
stronger through exercise our spiritual bodies can grow stronger through the prayer, fasting, almsgiving and works
of charity that mark the Lenten Season.
On Ash Wednesday our heads were sprinkled with ashes with the words, “Repent and believe in the
Gospel.” May all of us embrace the invitation to enter into the desert of Lent and may we open our hearts to the
wonderful gift God offers us in this special time of rebirth.
May God Bless You,

Father Bert

COVID PROTOCOLS IN PLACE
No reservations are needed to attend daily or weekend
Masses. A reminder that our Covid protocols are still in
place. That means masks are required to be worn coming
into the church building and also during the entirety of
Mass. Also, hand sanitizing and social distancing are both
still being followed.
Help us to maintain a safe
environment for all our parishioners. Remember it is not
about YOU it is about US.
LOST &FOUND
If you lost a necklace on the church property please
contact the parish office, 570-745-3107.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Feb 21 Evening Confirmation Class 4:00-6:00pm SL Church (time change)
Feb 22 SL/IC Light is on 6:00-7:00pm IC Church
Feb 23 SL/IC Vespers6:30pm IC Church
Feb 23 SL/IC Adult Education Class 7:00pm IC Parish Hall
Mar 6 SL/IC First Penance Service 11:00am IC Church
Mar20 Confirmation Retreat, 7 & 8 Grade 9:00-4:00pm IC Parish Hall (date
change)
Apr 18 Confirmation, 8 Grade 3:00pm IC Church
Apr 25 First Communion 8:30am IC Church
Apr 25 First Communion 10:30am SL Church
Apr 25 SL Spaghetti Dinner SL Parish Hall

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES
There are some very important upcoming events planned
for both 7 & 8 Grade Confirmation Candidates. The
Confirmation Retreat for both the seventh and eighth
grade candidates has been changed to Saturday, March
20. The retreat will begin at 9:00a.m. and will be
conducted in the Immaculate Conception Parish Hall.
Lunch will be provided as well as an opportunity for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation and conclude with the
4:00p.m. Mass. The Confirmation retreat is mandatory for
candidates preparing for the sacrament. We have also
scheduled times for the interviews for the eighth-grade
candidates only. These dates and times are:
Sunday, February 21, 2:00pm-3:30pm in SL Rectory
(please note the Evening Confirmation meeting for the
month is that same day from 4:00-6:00pm).
Sunday, February28, Noon- 2:00p.m. in IC
Rectory
Sunday, March 7, Noon-2:00p.m. in IC Rectory
It is the responsibility of the candidate to contact the
parish office at 570-745-3301 and set up the interview
time and date. The interviews are scheduled in 15 minutes
blocks; a parent, sponsor or another adult must accompany
the candidate for the interview.

FIRST CONFESSIONS/PENANCE
Children preparing for First Communion from both
our parishes enrolled in Catholic School and our
parish CCD programs will celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for the first time on Saturday, March 6
at 11:00am in Immaculate Conception Church.
Family members are also invited and encouraged to
have their confessions heard during the service.
Please pray for our young people as they and their
families prepare to celebrate this great sacrament of
God’s mercy.
HOLY WEEK & EASTER MASS
RESERVATIONS
Due to the ongoing Covid restrictions and knowing
the crowds that we get for our celebrations of the
Triduum and Easter, we will be using the same
reservation system and ticket policy we used for the
Christmas Masses. Parishioners are asked to call or
e-mail the parish office beginning Tuesday, February
23 to make reservations for the particular Mass that
they plan on attending. We are encouraging families
to coordinate and come together for a particular
Mass. This will assist us in social distancing and the
use of the space available to us for these celebrations.
We are limiting an individual family to 6 tickets at
Immaculate Conception and 8 tickets at St. Luke.
We are requiring the wearing of masks and strongly
encouraging the elderly, sick and anyone with health
issues to please stay home. Tickets will be issued to
all that make reservations and must be brought with
you to the Mass. Parishioners can pick up their
tickets in the church vestibules. If there are any
questions or concerns contact the parish office, 570745-3301.
TRIDUUM & EASTER MASS SCHEDULE FOR 2021
Holy Thursday, Apr 1
7:00pm – SL – 150 reservations
Good Friday, Apr 2
3:00pm – SL – 150 reservations
Easter Vigil, Apr 3
8:00pm – SL - 150 reservations
Easter Mass, Apr 4
8:00am – IC – 100 reservations
Easter Mass, Apr 4
10:00am – SL & basement – 250
reservations
Easter Mass, Apr 4
Noon – IC – 100 reservations

We will have seating both upstairs and in the
basement at the 10:00am Mass at St. Luke
Church. The Mass will be live streamed to the
basement and Communion Ministers will be going
to the basement to distribute Communion.
OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
Anyone who has not received their offertory
envelopes for February 14 – March 14, please contact
the parish office, 570-745-3301.

Mass Intentions
Monday (February 22) Feast of the Chair of
St. Peter the Apostle
8:00am (SL) Violet Russo
by Patty Suponcic
Tuesday (February 23) Lenten Weekday
8:00am (IC) Helen Hoffman
by Francis & Pamela Hoffman
Wednesday (February 24) Lenten Weekday
8:00am (IC) Intentions of Joe Ulsamer
by the St. Ann's Society
Thursday (February 25) Lenten Weekday
7:00pm (IC) Jason Bartges
by Uncle Charlie & Aunt Carol
Friday (February 26) Lenten Weekday
6:30pm (SL) Stations
7:00pm (SL) Jim Eck
by Ed & Ann Eck
Saturday (February 27) Vigil: Second Sunday of Lent
4:00pm (IC) For the people of our parishes
6:00pm (SL) Rose & Gennaro D'Amato
by Gene & Marilyn Kurzejewski
Sunday (February 28) Second Sunday of Lent
8:30am (IC) Harry & Catherine Rogers
by Edna Rogers
10:30am (SL) Isobel Kogut
by Dale & Chris Fink & family

A link is available on our parish website to view the
weekend Mass celebrated by Fr. Kozen: icslchurch.net

REST IN PEACE
Please pray for the peaceful repose of the soul of
Dorothy Flook a parishioner of Immaculate
Conception Church who died recently. Pray for the
consolation of her loved ones. Eternal rest grant
unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon
her. May her soul and all the souls of the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.
LENTEN COMMUNION CALLS
On the First Friday of March during Lent, Fr. Kozen
will visit the home-bound members of our parishes to
administer Confession, Anointing of the Sick and
Holy Communion. If you or a loved one would like
to be added to the monthly home visitation list,
please call the Parish Office, 570-745-3301.

LENTEN PRAYER RESOURCES
Lent prayer resources are available in the vestibule of
both our churches as long as supplies last. Resources
available are: 1) The Little Black Book, 2) Daily
Reflections for Lent & 3) The Word Among Us daily
meditations. If the Lenten prayer books are all gone,
you can make use of the Formed website which we
have a subscription with. FORMED provides the
very best Catholic content from more than 60
organizations to help parishes, families and
individuals explore their faith anywhere. Supporting
thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks,
audio, parish programs and studies direct to your
browser, mobile or connected device. Use the
instructions below to gain access to this great wealth
of information:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Go to Formed.org/signup
Find Immaculate Conception via zip code 17702
Enter name and email
Submit

IC CCD PROGRAM
The IC CCD program welcomes Lindsey Stamm as
the 4th grade teacher. If you see Lindsey, please
extend her a welcome & thank you! The program is
still in need of a 5th grade teacher. If you have
questions or are interested in supporting the program
please call Liz Segraves @ 570-320-0752.
SILENT ENTRANCE
During the season of Lent, we will once again use a
silent entrance. The presider, with the other liturgical
ministers, will quietly go to their places in the
sanctuary and main body of the church. This will
take place approximately 10 minutes before Mass.
Liturgical Ministers are encouraged to come early
and prepare for the Mass by being in their appropriate
places for this quiet period of prayer.
LENTEN ENVIRONMENT
One of the more noticeable traditions of Lent is the
simplicity of the Lenten Environment. We are
precluded from using flowers or any other liturgical
decorations that would distract us from the austerity
of the Lenten desert. This includes the entire church
from the sanctuary, to the main body and the
vestibule. To help accomplish this Lenten simplicity
the vestibules of both churches will be cleaned up.
We ask you to pay particular attention to the “lost &
found”. These items that are still unclaimed by the
first Sunday of lent will be removed.

FAST & ABSTINENCE
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fasting
and abstinence from meat. All Fridays during Lent
are days of abstinence from meat. Fasting prescribes
that only one full meal be taken. Two smaller meals
may be taken to maintain strength, but these taken
should not equal another full meal. Fasting obliges
from the 18th to the 59th birthday. Abstinence forbids
the eating of meat. Abstinence obliges from the 14th
birthday on.
LENTEN/EASTER VESPERS
During the Lenten and Easter seasons, Evening
Prayer (Vespers) will be prayed in common between
both our churches. Evening Prayer (Vespers) is one
of the two "hinge" hours, together with Morning
Prayer (Lauds) that help form the foundation of the
prayer life of the church. Commonly referred to as
the Divine Office and the obligation of the ordained
clergy, these prayers are truly the prayer of the entire
church. Evening Prayer consists of song, psalms,
canticles, scripture and prayers and are deeply rooted
in the tradition of our Judaic-Christian faith. They
will begin at 6:30pm Tuesdays of the Lenten and
Easter season. (2/23-IC), (3/2-SL), (3/9-IC), (3/16SL), (3/23-IC), (3/30-No Vespers), (4/6-SL), (4/13IC), (4/20-SL), (4/27-IC), (5/4-SL), (5/11-IC) and
(5/18-SL). If you have never experienced the beauty
of this prayer, we encourage you to come and join us.
All are invited.
LENTEN STATIONS OF THE CROSS
How will you make this lent a special time of
prayer? Lenten Stations of the Cross will be
prayed in common each Friday evening
throughout Lent at 6:30pm with Mass
immediately following. You are invited to walk with
Our Lord along the Way of Sorrows. Do not miss the
opportunity to be drawn closer to Him. The schedule
is as follows: (Feb 26-SL), (March 5-IC), (March 12SL), (March 19-IC), (March 26-SL) and (April 2-IC,
Stations only at 6:30pm).

During these 40 days, let me put away all my
pride. Let me change my heart and give up all
that is not good within me. Let me love God
with all that I am and all that I have.

THE LIGHT IS ON FOR Every Monday evening
during Lent each parish
throughout the Diocese of
Scranton will have their
“lights on” for confession so
that Catholics can come to or
return to this incredible source of God’s grace, mercy
and healing. Confessions will be from 6:00-7:00pm
and because of our linkage, Monday evening
confessions will alternate between our two churches:
(2/22-IC), (3/1-SL), (3/8-IC), (3/15-SL), (3/22-IC) &
(3/29-SL). All parishioners are encouraged to make
use of the Sacrament of Reconciliation during the
season of Lent. Confessions are heard each Saturday
at Immaculate Conception and St. Luke prior to the
Vigil Masses. Confessions are also heard at
Immaculate Conception each Thursday from 6:006:30 p.m. prior to the 7:00 p.m. Mass.
NOVENA OF ROSARIES
For 9 weeks, starting Tuesday, February 23
through and including Tuesday, April 20, 15
decades of the rosary will be prayed in
common for pro-life intentions at
Immaculate Conception Church starting at
7:15 am. (10 decades will be prayed prior to the
8:00 a.m. Mass and 5 decades after Mass). All are
welcome.
ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES
The Lenten/Easter Adult Education Classes with Fr.
Bert will be a sojourn through the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults. Classes will be on Tuesdays
7:00 - 8:00pm following vespers in the parish halls:
(Feb 23-IC), (March 2-SL), (March 9-IC), (March
16-SL), (March 23-IC), (March 30-No Class), (April
6-SL), (April 13-IC), (April 20-SL) and (April 27-IC,
& Social).
CONFESSION TIMES
Confessions are heard at the following times at St.
Luke and Immaculate Conception Churches:
Thursday, Immaculate Conception 6:00-6:30pm
Saturday, Immaculate Conception 3:00-3:30pm
Saturday, St. Luke 5:15-5:40pm
LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE
The Lenten Penance Service held at St. Luke Church
has been canceled for this year.

ECUMENICAL LENTEN PRAYER SERVICES
The Nippenose Valley Ministerium has canceled all
Lenten worship services this year.

CATHOLIC BURIALS
Burial of the dead is one of the corporal works of
mercy of the Catholic Church. A catholic practicing
one’s faith and in good standing, can never be denied
a Christian burial. This is not a diocesan or parish
policy, but comes directly from the Churches Canon
Law.
CATHOLIC MARRIAGE ONLINE RESOURCE
A Great Resource for Catholic Married Couples and
for Catholic Families! (www.foryourmarriage.org)
This website is a fantastic resource. Daily marriage
tips, articles on pressing issues relating to marriage,
parenting, courting, careers, finances, etc. Check this
site out for the holiness of your own marriage.
CANDLE REQUESTS
The sanctuary candle will burn during the
month of February at St. Luke for: Patricia
Sullivan as requested by the Kilpatrick Family
& Intentions of Walter & Joy Eck as requested
by Steve & Deb Eck.
Immaculate
Conception for: John & Anna Sember as requested
by Pat Rell & family & All Pro-life intentions as
requested by Eric & Cheryl Palski. Please consider
sponsoring a sanctuary candle in either of our
churches for a week in 2021. A perpetual candle
burns near the Tabernacle to signify the repose of the
True Presence of Jesus Christ. Your sponsorship of
$10 for a week not only covers the expense of these
candles, but allows you the opportunity to attach a
specific prayer intention to their offering, much like
you would a votive candle lit in church.
DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 2020
“Bound Together in Hope”
Our goals for this year are: IC-$26,000 & SL$16,000. To date, IC has pledged $15,754.00 which
represents 61% of a goal of $26,000 given by 86
out of 337 families. SL has pledged $11,087.50
which represents 69% of a goal of $16,000.00
given by 74 out of 248 families. Totals include
parishioners who used the Appeal Envelope in our
envelope packets.

VATICAN WEBSITES
If you would like accurate and reliable information
regarding Pope Francis and official statements of the
Church, these three websites are very helpful:
www.vaticannews.va,
www.osccb.org
&
www.catholicnews.com.

DAILY LENTEN PRAYER
Today Lord I choose life, I choose
your love and the challenge to live it
and share it, I choose hope, even in
moments of darkness, I choose faith,
accepting you as Lord and God, I
choose to let go of some part of my burdens, day by
day handing them over to you, I choose to take hold
of your strength and power ever more deeply in my
life. May this truly be for me a time of new life, of
change, challenge and growth. May I come to Easter
with a heart open to dying with you and rising to
your new life, day by day. Amen.
PARISH HALL RENTALS
All rentals at our parish halls are suspended until
further notice.
Do You Want to Know More About the
Annulment Process?: In the Diocese of Scranton,
the annulment process is now more “user friendly”
than you might expect, and there is no longer a
processing fee. Please contact your pastor or the
Diocesan Tribunal Office (570-207-2246) to begin a
conversation. It is possible to get clear answers to
these questions and to renew your connection with
the Church.
SLEDDING/SNOWMOBILING AND
FOUR WHEELING AT
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Lots of snow this year and with that comes winter
sports. Sledding and tobogganing, as in the past is
permitted on the lower hill of the IC church property.
Of course, this does require adult supervision.
Snowmobiling and four wheeling are not allowed on
any of the church property. The liability for such
activities is too great for the church to assume. As
always, the church cemetery and its surrounds
grounds are exempt from all such winter activity.
Please adhere to these policies.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP
ACTIVE & INACTIVE
If you are not receiving envelopes from one of our
parishes that means that you are either not registered
in the parish or that you have been classified as inactive. For better or for worse, this is one of the
ways that we can monitor a person’s participation in
the parish. This may have an impact on a person’s
reception of the sacraments. If you wish to register in
a parish or desire to have your membership
reactivated please contact the parish office at 7453301.
2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
Parishioner contribution statements for 2020
available through the parish office. If you would like
a verified copy of your contributions to either IC or
SL Churches, please notify the parish office at 570745-3301. Contribution statements are based upon
your donations given by way of your contribution
envelopes.
SERVERS SCHEDULE
Friday, February 26
Stations/Mass
SL
6:30 p.m. Stations/7:00p.m. Mass
Altar Servers
Steve Eck
Cantor
No Cantor
Lector
Judy Morlock
Communion Minister
No CM
Saturday, February 27
IC
SL
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Altar Servers
Ella TenEyck
Lily Reid
Sophie Reid
Cantor
Alex Lazorka
Ann Dawson
Lector
Pam Hoffman
Barb Fedele
Communion Ministers
Katie Williams
Evelyn Rall
Sunday, February 28
IC
SL
8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Altar Servers
Alayna McGovern
Melanie Rdesinski
Cantor
Robert Winter
Dona Price
Lector
Sue Sander
Paul Ryan
Communion Ministers
Ron Sander
Paige Rishel

MORNING PRAYER
O eternal and ever-blessed Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, with all the angels and saints, I adore You. From
the bottom of my heart, I thank You for all the favors and
benefits You have bestowed upon me, but especially for
having preserved me during the night, and for giving me
this day to serve You. I wish to live only for You, for Your
greater honor and glory, and for the salvation of souls. O
good God, preserve me this day from all sin and all
occasion of sin. Amen.

RICE BOWL
Please note the annual Rice Bowl collection
containers are in the vestibule of our churches. You
may make use of them during the Lenten Season, but
we would very much appreciate if you could hand the
total in as a check made out to your parish. Rice
Bowl envelopes can also be found in your offertory
packets. This collection is to help the hungry of the
world. Please submit your contribution by Lent’s
end.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
January 2021
INCOME
Offertory Envelopes
Loose Collection
Special Envelopes
Misc. Income
Christmas
Diocesan Collection
Total Income:

SL

IC

$14,508.00
795.00
546.00
368.33
2,430.00
772.00
$19,419.33

$21,752.00
305.70
1,451.00
547.49
1,855.00
720.00
$26,631.19

EXPENSES
Administration
$ 7,833.03
Rectory Expenses
100.00
Liturgy
1,080.28
Religious Education
50.00
Oper. & Maint. of Plant
1,918.45
Self Insur. Assessment
1,007.83
Cath. School Assessment 2,512.00
Non-Operating Expense
50.00
Diocesan Collection
426.00
Total Expense:
$14,977.59

$11,017.76
1,657.72
1,403.91
50.00
2,100.14
1,254.25
3,729.00
0
533.00
$ 21,745.78

Cash Increase/decrease $ +4,441.74
Cash Beginning
28,487.80
Cash Ending
$32,929.54

$+4,885.41
46,861.27
$ 51,746.68

This statement is ACTUAL income in and
ACTUAL expense out.

SL WEEKLY SANCTUARY CLEANER
The following SL parishioner is scheduled to clean
the sanctuary February 26: Kim Crossen.
IC CHURCH CLEANERS
The following IC parishioners are scheduled to
clean the church on February 27: A. Neylon & R.
Williams.

ST. LUKE FINANCIAL REPORT
The information below is St. Luke's financial running total according to
the Monthly Financial Reports. Actual money in and actual money out.
July
- 4,704.46
August
+ 675.74
September
- 2,980.76
October
+ 749.69
November
- 223.12
December
- 5,171.43
January
+4,441.74
Year-to-date Total:
-7,212.60
This information is being posted in the bulletin at the request of the
St. Luke Finance Committee.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION FINANCIAL REPORT
The information below is Immaculate Conception's financial running
total according to the Monthly Financial Reports. Actual money in and
actual money out.
July
- 1,419.85
August
+1,471.46
September
+1,025.33
October
+1,289.36
November
- 8,178.07
December
- 3,098.39
January
+4,885.41
Year-to-date Total:
-4,024.75

WEEKLY OFFERING
SL
IC
Weekly
$1,484.00
$3,690.00
Loose
144.00
62.00
Monthly
2,420.00
2,335.00
Solemnity of Mary
5.00
2.00
Votive Candles
44.00
61.00
Utilities
120.00
205.00
Total Collection:
$ 4,217.00
$ 6.355.00
Additional Collections
Building Fund
455.00
280.00
Care & Edu Priest
120.00
112.00
Diocese Appeal(2021)
0
707.00
Eastern Europe
65.00
167.00
Rice Bowl
30.00
25.00

May the Lord reward your generosity

