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Hello,
Thank you, for taking time out of your busy life to explore a deeper understanding of
God’s mission for His church. That is what we hope to accomplish in this five-part
study. We want to really ascertain what it is that Jesus had in mind when He started
this whole thing.
In my opinion sometimes the modern day church, if it is not careful, can completely
miss the point of what Jesus intended for us to be. In this study we are going to look
at the basic mission that Jesus communicated for us. We believe that His purpose for
the Church is really the only one that is of priority. Jesus called us to grow in three
areas in our lives; the areas of Loving God, Loving Each Other and Loving the People of
Our World. You are going to hear a lot about this all through this study – that is
because we believe that these areas need to be our main focus as we grow in Christ. I
actually think that the life we are living on this planet is summed up with this purpose
of maturing in these spheres.
The focus of these lessons is going to be on you growing in these areas. Members of
the church need to be growing in these areas, because the church will not fulfill this
mission if its members don’t mature in it. Why? Because, you are the church. My
prayer is that God will show you some amazing things about you, about how you fit in
His body and about how being a member of His church will help you to accomplish the
dreams that He has for your life.

Loving God, Loving You and Loving the People of My World,

Carl Friedel
Pastor
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Week One: A Loving Church

GETTING STARTED (15 minutes)
Opening Prayer
Question: Describe in a sentence or two what kind of church you grew up in or first
attended? If you have never attended church before, what are your impressions of
church from your personal point of view and life-experiences?

On a hill in the middle of town there stands a beautiful “church”. It was
erected just prior to the turn of the 20th century. Stained glass, tall
ceilings, ornate woodwork and detail and a steeple that pierces the sky
majestically; this “church” stands at the center of town as a symbolic
emblem. The landscape surrounding is carefully pruned with a variety of
flowers, trees, shrubs and pathways. The building is an architectural
wonder, carefully maintained. This is a common idea that pops into one’s
mind when they hear this word, “church”. Now let me share with you
some remaining details to describe this building. This building that was
built from years gone by is a historic landmark protected by the city
municipalities as an exhibit of the past. The building is no longer the home
of a worshipping congregation. It is not even set-up as a place for
religious expression or presentation. Now the contents of this building are
remnants and artifacts detailing the vast histories of this little town
somewhere in America. It is a city museum in a “church”. The building
continues to bear the moniker of “church” ….But is it a church?

Question: What is a Church? Define church?
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THE STUDY (30 minutes)

The best way to answer that question and define what the word Church
means is to review the beginning of the Church. In the book of Acts we
find how the church of Jesus Christ began. In Acts 1:1-9 we see the risen
Jesus interacting with His many disciples. He tells them that He is going to
go to heaven and send the Holy Spirit in exchange.
Acts 1:4-5, 8 (NIV)
4
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.
5
For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."
8
…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

The disciples were obedient to Jesus. They waited patiently. In Acts 2 it
says that while they waited an extraordinary event took place. The room
where they were meeting was filled with a violent blowing wind and
something like tongues of fire rested upon each of them. The Holy Spirit
had come. The result of this event was that they were immediately
equipped as witnesses to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others.
Peter the apostle was transformed that day. Under the power of the Holy
Spirit he addressed a great crowd and it says that three thousand people
were added to them that day. This was the beginning of the church.
Jesus gave His Spirit so that His disciples could become witnesses.
When Jesus said, “…I will build my church…” (Matt. 16:18) this is what he
was talking about. The word “church” here is the Greek word ekklēsia
(pronounced ek-klay-see-yah). This is a compound word which means
literally those who are the “called out from” (Strong's Talking Greek &
Hebrew Dictionary). Jesus was not talking about building a literal building,
but rather a group of people “called out from” the constraints of the law,
the bondages of sin and death, the appearances of evil, the delusion of
piety and the entrapment of guilt. These people would be called out of
these vices for a purpose – the mission of Jesus Christ to Love God (Matt
22:37), Love Each Other (Matt 22:39) and Love the People of Their
World (Matt 28:19-20). Jesus called His people out to be His witnesses,
His Loving Church (Ecclesia).
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Question: What does it mean to be a witness? What does it mean to be “called out”?

The early church is described in Acts 2:42-47. In this description we see
some important clues as to what a church ought to look like.
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)
42
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer.
43
Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the
apostles.
44
All the believers were together and had everything in common.
45
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.
46
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
47
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved.

Question: In what ways did the early church express their devotion to Jesus purpose
of Loving God?

…Loving Each Other?

…Loving the People of Their World?
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MAKE IT YOUR OWN (15 minutes)
Question: What are some ways that you personally/ our group can follow the early
church example in Loving God?

…Loving Each Other?

…Loving the People of Our World?

Clearly the “Church” is not a building. It is a group of devoted people
called out and empowered by God and in mission together with Jesus
Christ. Jesus has called us to be the church, not go to a church. He has
called us to be a Loving Church.

Question: What is one thing that you will do this week to live up to what it means to
be a part of the “Church” – the “called out from”, “witnesses” of Jesus Christ? (Share this
with one person who you will recruit as a prayer and accountability partner– before we meet again be
sure to contact [meet with, phone call, e-mail, etc.] your partner and discuss your answer and pray for
one another)

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Closing Prayer
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Week Two: Loving God

GETTING STARTED (15 minutes)
Opening Prayer
1. Question: Tell about someone you love or loved in the past. How do you feel
about this person? What did the two of you do together?

There was a little boy who woke up very early one Saturday morning.
Finding himself alone he ran to his parents’ bedroom. His loud steps hit
the hardwood floors and echoed abnormally loudly, something one would
expect to hear in the middle of the day. His small hands struggled to open
the door but quickly he let the door fly open to exclaim loudly, “Good
Morning!” When no one responded he climbed up on the bed and wiggled
his little toes under the covers to snuggle with his mom. Still she didn’t
acknowledge him. He decided to give her a sweet kiss on the cheek and a
giant hug and this time to whisper, “I love you, mommy.” She finally
responded, “I love you too, with all my heart. Please let me sleep a little
longer, go to your room and play.” The boy reluctantly walked out of the
room with a sigh.
An hour later the boy’s mom got up and started heading down the hall to
the boy’s room, the little boy eager to talk to his mom and excited she was
coming, met her in the hall and said, “Can we play now?” She said, “We
can play soon right after my shower…”
…then right after breakfast…right after work…tomorrow…

2. Question: How do you feel about the little boy? How do you feel about his mom?
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THE STUDY (30 minutes)

Sometimes, even though we have the best intentions, we don’t make time
for those we love. When this happens in a relationship between two
people and they are willing to grow in their relationship, one person will
eventually say something. The person who feels neglected will eventually
speak up and say, “I need more from you. Please make some time for
me.” How many times does the Holy Spirit whisper to your soul, “Make
time for me.”
The difference in our walk with God is that God won’t scream, yell or
threaten to leave you. He will always be with you, but you will, with each
passing day, walk farther away from Him. As you neglect Him your
relationship with God will stop growing. You may love God, but if you don’t
spend time with Him, your love will only be a beautiful ideology, nothing
more. The relationship you are longing for with your Creator will always be
elusive.

3. Question: Have you ever neglected to make time for God?

Matthew 22:36-39 (NIV)
36
"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38This is the first and
greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 40All the
Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

When Jesus was asked what the greatest commandment was he didn’t list
off a bunch of rules, instead he stated the core message of the entire
Bible. The first commandment states: “You shall have no other gods
before me.” Exodus 20:3
4. Question: What does it mean to love God with all your heart, soul and mind?
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Jesus gives us the example of Loving God. Jesus himself spent time alone
with the Father. Loving God with all our heart, soul and mind is loving God
with every part of us, every day.
Mark 1:35 (NIV)
35
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a
solitary place, where he prayed.
5. Question: How can we love God with all of our heart?

We need to spend time with God. Just like the little boy who was seeking
out his mom, we can only love God because He first loved us. He is still
seeking us out. We need to stop saying later and make time now, today
and every day.
To know God is not to just to know His word, or to know His works, but to
know His heart and to know His voice. “My sheep will know my voice.” Jn.
10:27. Knowing God is a long, lifetime process that is summed up in
spending time alone with the Almighty. Only when we see the value in
spending quality time with God will we ever grow in our relationship with
Him. Loving God means loving Him intimately and vowing to grow in
intimacy. “As the deer panteth for the water, so my soul longeth after
thee, O God.” Psalm 42:1

6. Question: How can we love God with all of our soul?

Pray. In all times pray without ceasing. Tell God your deepest fears,
hurts, joys and triumphs. Be completely vulnerable and open with God.
7. Question: How can we love God with all of our mind?
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Our thoughts should always be on the Lord and on His goodness. If we
focus our attention on the Lord we will come to know Him more. We can
hide His word in our heart, spending time reading the Bible.
“The Bible is not an end in itself, but a means to bring men to an
intimate and satisfying knowledge of God, that they may enter in
to Him, that they may delight in His presence, and may taste and
know the inner sweetness of the very God Himself in the core and
center of their hearts.” - A.W. Tozer
Psalm 34:8 (NIV)
8
Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.

MAKE IT YOUR OWN (15 minutes)
Question: What are some ways this week that you are going to love God
…with all your heart?

…with all your soul?

…with all your mind?
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Choose one person that can hold you accountable to your commitments to love God.
This week connect with your partner via phone, email or in person and discuss the
successes and challenges you are having in the area of loving God?

Name of your partner_______________________________

Successes______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Challenges_____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Closing Prayer
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Week Three: Loving Each Other

GETTING STARTED (15 minutes)
Opening Prayer
Question: Talk about one of the most important events in your life. Who did you
share it with? Why did you share it with them?

Charles and Dianne Taylor had been married for three and a half years.
They courted for two years before they decided to join hands in union. It
was a rough start as they blended families from previous marriages.
Charles previous marriage sadly ended in divorce when his wife left and
disserted him and their nine year old son and six year old daughter.
Dianne lost her first husband suddenly to a car accident when a driver hit
his car under the influence of alcohol. She and her ten year old daughter
moved into Charles home when the Taylors married.
The first year was incredibly difficult and three years later Charles and
Dianne had grown relationally burned out and emotionally thin. Charles
and Dianne both struggled developing the parental balance necessary to
rebuild a family from the wreckage of their past lives. Charles and Dianne
love each other, but the hard road they have traveled in their marriage so
far had led them to a point of contemplating giving up.

Question: What would you suggest that Dianne and Charles do?

When Dianne and Charles first married they began making attendance at
church a priority and got involved in a small group almost immediately.
Charles had lunch with a friend from church and shared his frustrations.
The two men had become friends over the past couple years as a part of
17
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the same small group. Charles friend Craig shared with him about a similar
time when he and his wife struggled in their relationship. Craig prayed
with and for Charles and suggested to Charles that he and Dianne go and
see a Christian Family Therapist that had really helped Craig rebuild trust
and new passion in his marriage to Rebecca.
Charles told Dianne all about what Craig and Rebecca had gone through
and the two of them made an appointment that week to begin seeing the
therapist that Craig had recommended. Charles and Dianne became really
close to Craig and Rebecca. They jokingly called them their “Marriage
Mentors”. Craig and Rebecca made themselves available to their struggling
friends. They offered prayer and advice and became unassuming sounding
boards. At one critical point the Taylors with the support of their friends
shared their situation with their entire small group. The small group
members loved on their friends in their predicament. A couple people
shared with the group that they had gone through similar rough patches
and how they came through it. One couple acknowledged that they were
actually having some marital strife at that time as well. The Taylors
vulnerability helped this other couple open up and begin dealing with their
problems.
A year later the Taylors are still meeting with their counselor, but they are
at a completely new place in their relationship with each other and their
family has grown much closer. The Taylors recently began hosting a new
small group in their home that is being led by their friends Craig and
Rebecca. The Taylors often say that if it were not for their friends Craig
and Rebecca and the support of their small group and Church family they
probably would not be together today, but by God’s mercy and by the
amazing care and concern from their friends they are not only surviving in
their marriage they are thriving.
Question: What role did Charles and Dianne’s friends play in restoring their marriage?
What are the benefits of real friendship?
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THE STUDY (30 minutes)

Community begins with God. God is triune; three in one. He is God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. God is community and He
created us to be like Him.
Genesis 1:26-27 (NIV)
26
Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish
of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures
that move along the ground."
27
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female
he created them.

Here in this passage God is referred to in the singular and He refers to
himself in the plural. God is three but perfectly one and He has created us
in His image. God is community and has created us for community. He
has created us for relationship, to love Him and to love each other.
Question: What about the image of God as three but perfectly one helps us
understand what God expects of us and our relationships to each other based on the
way that He created us?

Jesus was confronted by experts in the law. It was a tradition amongst the
Master Teachers (Rabbis) and their disciples to debate the importance and
merits of the laws. They asked Jesus of all the laws and the profits what is
the greatest command…
Matthew 22:35-40 (NIV)
35
One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:
36
"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?"
37
Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.'
38
This is the first and greatest commandment.
39
And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'
40
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."
Question: Based on this passage what does Jesus declare as the most important
things we are to do? How are these two commands tied together?
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In John 17 Jesus prayed for His disciples and for those who would follow
Him throughout the future ages. He prayed “…that (they/we) may be one,
Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the
world may believe that you have sent me.” (v. 21). He said, “May they be brought
to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even
as you have loved me.” (v.22). Again Jesus prayer illustrates for us the

importance of relationship.
Question: In Jesus prayer what did He say was the reason for us to have complete
unity? What was at the heart of Jesus prayer here?

Question: What about our love for each other is attractive to the world?

John shares further commentary on what God has called us to and what
His plan is for our lives, for our ultimate fulfillment…
1 John 2:9 (NIV)
9
Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness.
1 John 4:7-8 (NIV)
7
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been
born of God and knows God.
8
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
1 John 4:20-21 (NIV)
20
If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love
his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.
21
And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.

And again in Jesus words…
John 15:12-13 (NIV)
12
My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
13
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.
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Question: These passages take some extreme positions about love. What, according to
them, are indicators proving or disproving our love?
Question: In what ways did Jesus show us how to love?

MAKE IT YOUR OWN (15 minutes)

The early church lived out the expression of community. They spent time
building relationships. They ate meals together, met one another’s needs,
they worshipped together and they lived life together. They loved each
other.
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)
44
All the believers were together and had everything in common.
45
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.
46
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
47
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved.
Question: What are some ways that our group can follow the early church example in
Loving Each Other? How will this kind of love impact our lives personally?

Question: What is one thing that you will do this week to love the people in your life?
(Share this with one person who you will recruit as a prayer and accountability partner – before we meet
again be sure to contact [meet with, phone call, e-mail, etc.] your partner and discuss your answer and
pray for one another)

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Closing Prayer
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Week Four: Loving the People of Our World

GETTING STARTED (15 minutes)
Opening Prayer
Question: Share about a time in your life when you did something to help somebody
else or someone did something for you? How did that make you feel? How did it
impact the other person or you?

Never in his life did Noah do anything for somebody else. He was
completely self-focused. In every moment of life Noah thought about his
needs and what he wanted. When he did not get his way he let everyone
know that he was not happy. In his mind the world revolved around him
and the people in his life were just characters in his world positioned for his
fulfillment, his pleasure and his personal entertainment. Day in and day
out Noah made it very clear that he came first in his mind. He never did
anything to meet the needs of others, but expected others to meet his
every need.
Question: Have you ever encountered someone like Noah? How do people like Noah
make you feel? Is there any hope for Noah?

One thing that you might not fully realize about Noah is that he is just a
three month old baby boy. His mother and father have spent many a
restless night caring for his needs.
Over time, Noah starts to recognize more and more his surroundings.
He is realizing that he has a brother and a sister in his family. The family
also has a dog and a parrot.
Months later Noah is starting to learn how to feed himself with the
food that his mommy gives him. Occasionally he even stretches his hand
out to the doggie with an offering of some of his food.
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Noah is now two years old. He is walking and is able to fetch his
diaper and wipes for mommy when it is time for a changing.
Noah is in preschool now and is learning how to play and share with
other children. He helps mommy clean his room and even pitches in to
help his big sister pick up toys in her room.
Noah just turned five. Each week he puts a nickel in the offering
plate at Sunday School. Last week when Noah’s daddy hit his finger with a
hammer in the garage, Noah offered up the most eloquent and sincere
prayer, “Jesus, please make my daddy’s boo boo all better.”
Noah is now nine years old. Every morning after he brushes his
teeth, gets dressed and eats his cereal he feeds the dog and the lizard that
he got for his birthday this past year. Every Saturday, along with his
brother and sister and his new younger brother, Noah helps his mom
vacuum and pick-up the house and works with his dad in the yard.
Noah is twelve now. He just got back from a missions trip to Mexico
with his youth group. Noah volunteers at school to be a big friend to
younger elementary school age kids.
Noah is now finishing High School and preparing to go to college. He
plans to major in early childhood development and wants to work with kids
who have learning disabilities. He has been volunteering to team teach
Children’s Church on Sundays at his church. Every other Saturday Noah is
a part of a team that goes to a neighborhood park in the downtown area of
his city to do a Sidewalk Sunday School, which is a fun interactive
Children’s Church for kids in underprivileged areas. Noah has a job
tutoring elementary school kids and he tithes ten percent of his paycheck
to His Church every month. Noah is entering college, with his whole life
ahead of him. He has developed into a young man who embodies the
characteristics of a selfless servant.
Question: What kind of potential do you see in Noah? Before you realized that the
“Selfish Noah” was a baby what kind of potential did you see in him?
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THE STUDY (30 minutes)

The truth is that God sees great potential in all people. God sees us as His
children with great promise. An example of this is the Apostle Paul.
Before Paul became the great missionary, church planter and author of
two-thirds of the New Testament – He was a pious, murderer and
persecutor of the church and its people. Paul shared this in his own
words...
Acts 22:2-5, 19-21 (NIV)
2
… Paul said:
3
"I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. Under Gamaliel I was
thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers and was…zealous…
4
I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and
throwing them into prison,
5
as also the high priest and all the Council can testify. I even obtained letters from them to their
brothers in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be
punished.
19
"… I went from one synagogue to another to imprison and beat those who believe in you.
20
And when the blood of…Stephen was shed, I stood there giving my approval and guarding the
clothes of those who were killing him.'
Question: What kind of a person was Saul (Paul) before he met Jesus? Is this earlier
version of Paul the kind of person that you would pick to represent the good news of
Jesus forgiveness to people?

Paul experienced a miraculous conversion to Christ. He had set out to
Damascus to hunt down and capture Christians. On this trip the risen
Jesus visited him and changed His life and mission. Paul told the story…
Acts 22:6-8, 10-16 (NIV)
6
"About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven flashed around me.
7
I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, 'Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?'
8
"'Who are you, Lord?' I asked. "'I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,' he replied.
10
"'What shall I do, Lord?' I asked. "'Get up,' the Lord said, 'and go into Damascus. There you
will be told all that you have been assigned to do.'
12
"A man named Ananias came to see me…
14
…he said: 'The God of our fathers has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous
One and to hear words from his mouth.
15
You will be his witness to all men of what you have seen and heard.
25
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When early believers saw Saul (Paul) they were terrified. He represented
persecution, imprisonment or death for their faith. What Jesus saw though
was an evangelist who would take His message of the gospel to the known
world. When Jesus looked at Saul the persecutor he saw the potential for
Paul the Apostle. Jesus saw potential in Paul despite his past or his
reputation. Paul was not invalidated by these things in Jesus eyes. He was
sought out and affirmed by the love and grace of Jesus Christ.
Question: If Jesus could see the potential in Paul despite the fact that he was killing
Christians what does that say about the way that God views you and I? What does that
say about the potential that God sees in others?

2 Peter 3:9 tells us that God is not willing that any person should perish.
Jesus has a plan for each of us and unrealized potential in His creation is
something that goes against His desired will. Jesus said in John 10:10 that
he has come to give us life to its fullest potential. This was the mission of
His life to provide freedom to us by His great sacrifice and resurrection. He
saw this potential in Paul, He sees this potential in you and He sees this
potential in every person He created.
Jesus very clearly called us to take on His mission. He saw the potential in
Paul to carry out His will and He sees that same potential in us, as well.
Jesus last words summarize the potential that He sees in us (His disciples)
and the people who He desires to reach through us…
Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV)
18
Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
19
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age."
Acts 1:8 (NIV)
8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Question: What did Jesus call us to do?
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MAKE IT YOUR OWN (15 minutes)

Jesus said that we are to be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria
and to the ends of the earth. Jesus was talking to His disciples who were
from Jerusalem and were living in Jerusalem. This was their home and it
was where they were most familiar. Judea and Samaria are the regions
surrounding Jerusalem. Jerusalem was a city in the region of Judea and
Samaria was a region adjacent to Judea. To put this in our language it
would be like saying, “Be my witnesses in the city of Paragould, then
Greene County, and to the ends of the earth.” Your Jerusalem is your
immediate surroundings; your neighbors, your friends and family. Your
Judea and Samaria is your expanded community. You are also called to
reach out to the ends of the world.
Question: What is “your world”? “Your Jerusalem”? “Your Judea and Samaria”?

Question: How does our recognizing the potential that People have help us to fulfill
Jesus mandate for us to Love the People of Our World?

Question: If every person was created with purpose what should be our perspective
toward them?

Jeanne Mayo, a long-time Youth Ministry veteran from Illinois, said that
she teaches her leaders to be “Frog Kissers”. She explained that the
fairytale of the frog and the princess reveals this truth about hidden
potential. In the story the princess sees in the frog that he is merely that
way due to a curse that can only be broken through her sacrifice of
affection. Once she kisses the frog the spell is broken and the frog
becomes all that he was intended to be. He turns back into a great prince.
As followers of Jesus we need to take on His perspective and see past a
person’s flaws and warts to their potential. God has a plan for them. His
plan for you and I is to look hard and help people to discover who they
really are underneath their frog layer. Jesus was able to look past the
flaws and warts that Paul had to see this great witness for Him. He sees
27

Paragould First Assembly of God

A Loving Church

past your flaws today and recognizes the special way that he created you
and He calls you to see past the warts in others and help them to see their
ultimate potential in Jesus Christ. As a believer we represent Jesus and His
mission. We are ambassadors to the people of our world bearing his
message of love, grace and hope.

Question: Have you ever had someone serve as a “frog-kisser” in your life – they saw
potential in you and helped to pull it out of you? Have you ever found yourself doing
this for others?

Question: What are some ways that you could practice being a “Frog-Kisser” in
someone’s life? How would you go about building a relationship and trust with
someone in order to apply this principle in their lives?

Question: Write down the name of at least one person in your life that you are going
to work to see the potential in their life. Beyond that make a point to do all that you
can to share this potential with them and begin seeking out ways to draw them into a
relationship with their ultimate creator, savior, fulfiller and friend Jesus. (Share this with
one person who you will recruit as a prayer and accountability partner – before we meet again be sure to
contact [meet with, phone call, e-mail, etc.] your partner and discuss your answer and pray for one
another)

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Closing Prayer
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Week Five: A Loving Church Member

GETTING STARTED (15 minutes)
Opening Prayer
Question: What does the word membership mean to you?

Great teams work together united under a common purpose and goal.
Championship teams are not always comprised of the most talented
players, but they always have collaborative unity and interdependence
upon each other. They always put the best of the team ahead of
themselves and the mission is their primary motivator. The US Army
slogan; “An Army of One” illustrates this focused unity well.
In the epic novels by JRR Tolkien called the Lord of the Rings we find a
curious band of unlikely heroes. The whole imagined world of Tolkien is in
danger and the only thing that can change their fate is to destroy a ring
with unbridled sinister power. The grave task of returning this emblem
(the ring) of evil to the fires where it was forged to be destroyed falls to
the short, chubby, child-like creature known as Frodo the Hobbit. Hobbits
in Tolkien’s worlds are described as small, simple, quiet, adventureless
creatures. They are the unlikeliest of heroes. In this quest Frodo the
Hobbit is joined by a team made up of great warriors, a skilled archer Elf,
Gandalf the great wizard, a dwarf and three Hobbit friends from home. At
the end of the first book, The Fellowship of the Ring this team is disbanded
in many ways, but one person sticks closely to Frodo and the mission
ahead – the faithful Hobbit friend of Frodo Sam-wise Gamgee. Sam
repeatedly throughout the book pledges himself and his devotion to
helping Frodo accomplish this task. It is Sam in the end who goes with
Frodo to the ends of their world to deposit this burdensome ring to be
destroyed in the fires of the enflamed mountain of Mordor .
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In Peter Jackson’s movie version of the books Sam and Frodo have this
wonderful exchange about journeying together for a great cause this
conversation takes place in one of the darker moments of their journey and
is rich with hope in the midst of despair:
Sam: “It's like in the great stories Mr. Frodo, the ones that really mattered. Full of
darkness and danger they were, and sometimes you didn't want to know the end
because how could the end be happy? How could the world go back to the way it was
when so much bad had happened? But in the end it's only a passing thing this shadow,
even darkness must pass. A new day will come, and when the sun shines it'll shine out
the clearer. Those were the stories that stayed with you, that meant something even if
you were too small to understand why. But I think Mr. Frodo, I do understand, I know
now folk in those stories had lots of chances of turning back, only they didn't. They
kept going because they were holding on to something.”
Frodo: “What are we holding onto, Sam?”
Sam: “That there's some good in the world, Mr. Frodo, and it's worth fighting for.”

Sam had a curious optimism. Together Sam and Frodo had been chased
by wraiths and orcs, wizards and wild men – all manner of evil thing and
yet Sam shares these encouraging words with Frodo spurring them to
continue on for their dim vision of hope.
In the story the responsibility for the ring belonged to Frodo and it was
clear that only he could carry that burden. But he could not have made
this journey apart from the members of his team, “The Fellowship of the
Ring”, and especially the shared partnership with His friend Sam. Near the
end of their journey at one point the burden became too much for poor
Frodo. Sam again supports his friend and this mission saying to Frodo,
"I can't carry it for you, but I can carry you."

Then Sam hoisted Frodo on His back and carried him on toward their
destination.
Question: What can we learn about membership, partnership, teamwork and
collaboration from the “Fellowship of the Ring”? Is Sam the kind of person you want to
have on your team? Is Sam the kind of friend you are to the people in your life? Is
Sam’s devotion similar to your devotion to your Church family? Why or why not?
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THE STUDY (30 minutes)
1 Corinthians 12:12-27 (NASB95)
12
For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body,
though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.
13
For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves
or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
14
For the body is not one member, but many.
15
If the foot says, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason
any the less a part of the body.
16
And if the ear says, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this
reason any the less a part of the body.
17
If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where
would the sense of smell be?
18
But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.
19
If they were all one member, where would the body be?
20
But now there are many members, but one body.
21
And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I
have no need of you."
22
On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are
necessary;
23
and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more
abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much more presentable,
24
whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body,
giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked,
25
so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for
one another.
26
And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the
members rejoice with it.
27
Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.

The word member here is the Greek word “melos” (Strong's Talking Greek
& Hebrew Dictionary) which means literally a limb or part of a physical
body. Here in this passage it is used metaphorically to describe the
church. But the context of this passage takes this beyond just a metaphor
and applies a mystical quality in defining unity within the church, in which
each member is connected in a literal, spiritual sense. Ephesians 4:25 says
of our membership; “…we belong to each other.”(NLT). Rooted in Christ’s
salvation, Spirit and in His mission we become literally connected with one
another in the Body of Christ. This wonderful connection occurs at the
point of surrender when we place our hope and faith in the truth of Jesus
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words and in the power of His great sacrifice on our behalf. However
salvation at the point of conversion is not the ultimate destination that God
has planned on our behalf. The ultimate realization of God’s work in us
and that His redemption is taking affect in our lives occurs as we begin to
engage with others within the local Body of Christ, our Church Body and
with its mission. When you receive the sacrifice of Jesus and the benefits
of restored relationship with God through Him, you are immediately
ushered into universal membership within the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians
12:12-13, Ephesians 2:12-22, 4:3-6, Colossians 1:13-22), but that does not
mean that you have reached a place of fulfilled promise and potential. No,
God has greater things in store for you than just this. After all what good
is a part of the Body that does not function or is loosely connected or not
connected at all. God’s ultimate desire is not that we would be a member
of Jesus Body in name only but that we would become participating
members (Romans 12:4-8, 1 Corinthians 12:25-31, 14:12, 26, Hebrews
10:24-25, 1Timothy 3:14-15).
Let’s look at an analogy of this. Some people have devised a loophole in
emigration. A foreigner will seek out someone to marry them in order to
gain citizenship. They will make an arrangement with someone to be wed,
but this ceremony is a mere formality in order to gain access to the
privileges of citizenship. They share nothing with their “spouse” but a
certificate. There is no real commitment. There is no intimacy. There is
no vision for the marriage or plans for the future. The participants have no
plan to grow their family. Once the contract has fulfilled its purpose in
affording emigration status the union is discarded. In the same way our
salvation experience in Christ secures our position in heaven and our place
within the universal Body of Christ, but it is likened to a mere formality.
Like that marriage certificate this work is incomplete without the
consummation of the salvation experience which happens in commitment
to participating in the local Body of Christ, where one can dream with
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others and work together with others and have a level of intimacy with
others while growing the family of God. This is God’s plan for us.
Question: What is the difference between universal membership and participating
membership? What does that imply about how we connect with others within the local
Church? How important is it that we make a commitment to a local Church Body?

Becoming a member of a church requires a level of commitment and
devotion to relationships with your church family and the vision that God
has called your church to. The vision of Paragould First Assembly of God is
to be a church that is Loving God, Loving Each other and Loving the
People of Our World. To be a member of this Loving Church Body one
must commit to these three things. The Bible prescribes several things
which indicate ones willingness to commit to the vision of their church.
Remember the example of the early church (Acts 2:42-47) .

Evidence of a Participating Member of A Loving Church

The following are evidences of a participating member. When someone
begins to apply these to their lives they qualify themselves as a member of
P1AG, but more importantly they take a big step closer to the fulfilled plans
that God has for their lives. Let’s look at those evidences:
1. Regular participation in the Sunday Worship Gatherings – this is our
opportunity to grow and be challenged in our relationship of Loving God.
Hebrews 10:25 (GW)
25
We should not stop gathering together with other believers, as some of you are doing. Instead,
we must continue to encourage each other even more as we see the day of the Lord coming.
Question: How does gathering everyone together each week help us grow in the way
that we Love God? In what ways do we Love God better because of our involvement in
a weekly gathering?
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2. Regular involvement in a Ministry/Service Groups/Teams – our
opportunity to grow and be challenged in our relationships of Loving Each
Other.
John 13:34-35 (NLT)
34
So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you
should love each other.
35
Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples."
Galatians 5:13-14 (GW)
13
You were indeed called to be free, brothers and sisters. Don't turn this freedom into an excuse
for your corrupt nature to express itself. Rather, serve each other through love.
14
All of Moses' Teachings are summarized in a single statement, “Love your neighbor as you
love yourself.”
Galatians 6:1-2 (NIV)
1
Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But
watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.
2
Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
Question: How does being a part of a Ministry in the church help us grow in the way
that we Love Each Other? In what ways do we Love Each Other better because of our
involvement in a ministry group/ team?

3. A commitment to Going and Giving – our opportunity to reach out in
our relationships of Loving the People of Our World by personally going
into our immediate community with Christ’s love and to support through
our tithes/offerings the active work of God in and through P1AG locally and
globally.
Ephesians 4:11-16 (NLT)
11
He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and
the pastors and teachers.
12
Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the body
of Christ,
13
until we come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son that we will be mature
and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ.
14
Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about what we believe
because someone has told us something different or because someone has cleverly lied to us and
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made the lie sound like the truth.
15
Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ,
who is the head of his body, the church.
16
Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly. As each part does its own
special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and
full of love.
Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)
18
Jesus came and told his disciples, "I have been given complete authority in heaven and on
earth.
19
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
20
Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I
am with you always, even to the end of the age."

In verse 19 when Jesus says “go” it means literally “as you go”. As you go
through life make disciples. Going is actively living out the mission of Jesus
Christ to make an impact on the people of your world. Think about how
this could be fleshed out in your day to day life.
Romans 10:13-15 (TLB)
13
Anyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.
14
But how shall they ask him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe
in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone
tells them?
15
And how will anyone go and tell them unless someone sends him? That is what the Scriptures
are talking about when they say, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the Gospel of
peace with God and bring glad tidings of good things." In other words, how welcome are those
who come preaching God's Good News!
Malachi 3:8-10 (NAB)
8
"Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, 'How have we robbed You?' In
tithes and offerings . 9 "You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation of
you! 10 Bring the whole tithe [ma‘aśēr— “tenth” (Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary)] into
the storehouse [ôṣār—“the temple treasury”(Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary)], That
there may be food in my house, and try me in this, says the LORD of hosts: Shall I not open for
you the floodgates of heaven, to pour down blessing upon you without measure?
Luke 6:38 (NLT)
38
If you give, you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full measure, pressed down,
shaken together to make room for more, and running over. Whatever measure you use in
giving—large or small—it will be used to measure what is given back to you."
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Question: How does Going and Giving help us grow in the way that we Love the
People of Our World? In what ways do we Love the People of Our World better
because of our involvement in Going and Giving?

MAKE IT YOUR OWN (15 minutes)

Take some time over the next week to pray about your commitment to
being a Participating Member of Paragould First Assembly of God, a Loving
Church. For some of us this is a renewal of a past commitment. For some
of us this is an awakening to the real purpose of the Church in our lives
and how our lives play a significant role in the purposes of the Church.
What is God showing you to do?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
If God is calling you to a commitment to this Loving Church (P1AG) take
time this week to fill out the covenant on the last page of this packet. If
there is something inhibiting this decision, now is the time to investigate
the reasons why. Perhaps God is calling you to commit elsewhere. Maybe
God desires to stir you to deal with some issues inhibiting this next
important step in your personal spiritual maturation. Now is the time to
work on this. Invite the Holy Spirit to direct you in this over the next few
days. Review this study. For further study review the pages that follow on
the next page.
(Upon request you may receive further information about P1AG’s History and the
Doctrinal statement of the Assemblies of God by calling the Church office (870) 2399885 or by e-mail at info@p1ag.org .)

CLOSING PRAYER
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Becoming A Participating Member
Within our Churches Bylaws there is a quick description of the standards for our membership
(See Below).
Bylaws - Article Seven – Membership
7.2 Eligibility: Individuals at this church may become “Active Members” in good standing if they
satisfy the following criteria:
(a) Give evidence of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ by living a consistent Christian life.
(b) Consistent attendance of regularly scheduled worship services (new applicants for membership
a minimum of 6 months).
(c) Embrace and support the unifying components of this church, including:
Statements of Vision, Mission, Purpose, and Values
Tenets of Faith
Governance by the Bylaws of this Church.
(d) Service in a ministry in this church.
(e) Contribute to the financial support of this church through regular tithes and offerings.
(f) Attained the age of eighteen years old.
(g) Determine to live in harmony with the leadership of this church and the church family.

Membership carries with it both responsibilities and privileges
Three Responsibilities:
1. Personal Purity – To bring to the church a submitted, Spirit-filled self.
A Christian’s character should be one of the most important things in his/her life.
Character is not the same as reputation. Reputation is what people see and character is
what people don’t see. It’s who you are when no one is looking. Personal purity is
something that we must strive for. It is the daily desire to become more like Christ.
2. Relational Integrity – To pursue honorable and loving relationships in one’s family,
among friends, with co-workers, toward our neighbors and within the body.
Relationships are incredibly important in the body of Christ. We are called to care for
one another’s needs, provide accountability for one another and support each other.
Jesus’ prayer was that the church would maintain unity and that all disagreements
would be resolved (Matthew 18:15-17). Members strive toward interpersonal maturity
or an attitude which seeks to serve more than to be served.
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OUR POSITION ON DIVORCE
Nowhere else has relational integrity become a greater target than in the home.
Families are disintegrating all around us. It is important that we emphasize our
churches commitment to strengthening families. We view marriage as a union
established by God that is indissoluble and is to be kept inviolate. However because of
the fallen-ness of human nature, the Bible does permit divorce in the following cases as
an accommodation to human sin for the protection of the innocent party:
-

Divorce for the cause of immorality.
Divorce for desertion or abandonment.

If in these instances repentance and possible reconciliation has been explored and
exhausted the innocent spouse would be free to remarry in the Lord. As a church we do
not validate or approve of remarriage in the instance when someone is divorcing in
order to seek another spouse, when there is no evidence of repentance over the
circumstances of the dissolved marriage or when restoration of the original marriage still
remains a viable option. These standards are specifically related to occurrences taking
place in one’s post-conversion life.
The leadership of the church will consider each case of divorce and remarriage on an
individual basis from the perspective of God’s inexhaustible capacity to forgive human
sin and restore broken lives.
3. Organizational Loyalty – To contribute to the church your time, talents and treasure
and to be responsive to the leadership God has established.
Members of Paragould First Assembly of God are expected to give of themselves to the
purposes, mission and vision of the church. As a part of the body each member has a
significant role to play. Giving includes all aspects of one’s resources. God has gifted
each of us with specific talents that we are to use for His glory. We are to invest
ourselves to the discovery of our own personal SHAPE (Spiritual Gifts, Heart, Abilities,
Personality and Experiences) and how God wants to use our unique SHAPE in the body
of Christ.

WHAT IS THE TITHE?
God also requires us to give him Lordship over our finances. In the Old Testament
God’s people in the Old Testament were required to give at least a tenth (tithe) of their
income to God’s work (Leviticus 27:30-32, Malachi 3:10) . However according to the
New Testament it is clear that the totality of one’s possessions belongs to God – not just
the tithe (Matthew 6:19-34, 19:16-30, 25:14-30, Luke 9:23-25, 12:13-34, 16:1-13,
18:18-30, 21:1-4, Acts 2:44-45, 4:32-37). The New Testament allows Christians to keep
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the portion of their income, which is necessary to provide for them and their dependents
so that they do not become a burden to society (1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, 1 Timothy
5:8, 6:6-10). But the balance of their income is to be used for God’s work and for deeds
of charity (2 Corinthians 9:6-15, Galatians 6:10, 1 Timothy 6:17-19, James 2:15-16, 1
John 3:16-18).
We are called in the New Testament Church to give our whole selves to the service of
God. In our finances there is no distinction from that. Our money is His money. We
are caretakers or stewards over the finances that God has given to us. The tithe (10%
of our income) is the minimum standard that we should give. This is a matter of
personal individual conscience. Members have the great responsibility of managing the
resources God has apportioned to them in a way that is Christ-honoring.
Privileges:

1. Influence in Church Decisions – Membership affords you the right to influence the key
decisions of the church, primarily influence in the selection of deacon candidates and their
affirmation. Members are given the right to recommend potential Board candidates prior
to every Annual Business Meeting. A Nomination Committee in turn reviews and edits the
recommendations and produces a final list of nominees. Then the membership votes on
the final selection for the Church Board from this list. Members also vote on some major
decisions of the church, including: Senior Pastoral appointment; the purchase or sale of
any asset(s), real or personal, , in an amount that exceeds 20% of the approved operating
budget, or $25,000, whichever amount is lower for that particular year; amendments to
the Bylaws and changes in denomination affiliation.
2. Facility and Staff Priority – Members receive priority for facility usage and staff
members’ time (i.e. weddings, funerals, benevolence needs, personal support in your
area of ministry, etc.)
3. Greater Connection – Membership is a step closer to becoming connected into the life
of the church. The more committed we are the more involved we become and a greater
connection between others is built. This is a step toward personal maturity.
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Membership Covenant
Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and been baptized, and being in agreement with
Paragould First Assembly of God’s mission/vision/purpose/values/strategy statement of Loving
God, Loving Each Other and Loving the People of Our World , I _________________________,
now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the P1AG family. In doing so, I commit myself to
God and to the other members to do the following:
1. I will protect the unity of my church.
…by acting in love toward other members (Romans 14:19, 1 Peter 1:22).
…by refusing to gossip (Ephesians 4:29).
…by following the leaders (Hebrews 13:17).
2. I will share the responsibility of my church.
…by praying for its growth (1 Thessalonians 1:1-2).
…by inviting the unchurched to attend (Luke 14:23.
…by warmly welcoming those who visit (Romans 15:7).
3. I will serve the ministry of my church.
…by discovering my gifts and talents (1 Peter 4:10).
…by being equipped to serve by my pastors (Ephesians 4:11-12).
…by developing a servants heart (Philippians 2:3-4,7).
4. I will support the testimony of my church.
…by attending faithfully (Hebrews 10:25).
…by living a godly life (Philippians 1:27).
…by giving regularly (Leviticus 27:30).
I am committing myself to the active pursuits of “Loving God, Loving Each Other and Loving the
People of My World”. I am committing myself to involvement in the Sunday Gathering
(Worshipping Corporately), Ministry Groups (Serving in my Church), Going (Reaching Out)
and Giving (Tithes/Offerings) to support this vision for my church and my life.

______________________________

___________________________________

Signature

Pastors Signature

Date
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Personal Information

_______________________________________________________________
Print Full Name

Date of Birth

_______________________________________________________________
Mailing Address

State

Zip Code

_______________________________________________________________
E-mail Address

Home Phone

Cell Phone

(Please list the names of household family members their relation to you and their ages
below.)
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