
  



 
 

 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Mach 2, 2022 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PSALM 51 VIDEO   
 

READING    Psalm 130 
 

P:  1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 2 Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 3 If you, 
O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 4 But there 
is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 5 I wait for the 
Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 6 my soul waits for the 
Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those 
who watch for the morning. 7 O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with 
the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to 
redeem. 8 It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

P: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 
 

P:  Let us therefore learn that it is a sin to denounce God in His  
Word. Rather this is what we should do: Even though we do not 
fully understand, we should believe our Creator when He declares 
something about us. He knows what sort of frame or dust we are, 
we do not. Just as the vase of a potter may have acquired a crack 
through a blow or some other way and does not know it has a 
crack, whereas the potter knows and sees it, so also we do not fully 
know our faults. Therefore let us confess our infirmity and 
reverently say:  
 

C: O Lord, I am Your clay, You are my former and potter. 
Therefore because You declare that I am a sinner, I agree to Your 
Word. I freely acknowledge and confess this wickedness hiding  
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in my flesh and nature. Let me be confounded that you would be 
glorified. Let me and all people be sin and death that You would 
be righteous and the Life. Let me and all people be the lowest 
evil that You would be the highest good. I acknowledge and 
confess this, being instructed in this by Your promises and Your 
Law, not by my reason, which would like to cover up this 
wickedness or even decorate it. But I am more concerned that 
Your glory increase. Against You only have I sinned and done 
what is evil in Your sight, so that You are justified in Your 
sentence. 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and 

for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 

minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

C: Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN     Oh For a Heart to Praise My God  
 

vs 1 O for a heart to praise 
my God, a heart from sin set 
free; a heart that's sprinkled 
with the blood so freely shed 
for me: 
 

vs 2 A heart resigned, 
submissive, meek, my great 
Redeemer's throne; where 
only Christ is heard to speak, 
where Jesus reigns alone: 
 

vs 3 A humble, lowly, 
contrite heart, believing, true, 
and clean, which neither life 

nor death can part from him 
that dwells within: 
 

vs 4 A heart in every thought 
renewed, and full of love 
divine; perfect and right and 
pure and good — a copy, 
Lord, of thine. 
 

vs 5 Thy nature, gracious 
Lord, impart, come quickly 
from above; write thy new 
name upon my heart, thy 
new best name of Christ. 

 

 
 
 



APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 

C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray: 
 

C: Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have 
made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in 
us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we 
may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and 
forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

GIFT OF MUSIC   Be Thou My Vision (Kay Elvehjem, Ken Elvehjem, 
Laurie Musselman, Doug Musselman) 
 

PSALM   51:1-17 
 

P: 1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
 

C: 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin. 
 

P: 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
 

C: 4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil 
in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and 
blameless when you pass judgment. 
 

P: 5 Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived 
me. 
 

C: 6 You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me 
wisdom in my secret heart. 
 

P: 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow. 
 

C: 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have 
crushed rejoice. 
 



P: 9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
 

C: 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and 
right spirit within me. 
 

P: 11 Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your 
holy spirit from me. 
 

C: 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a 
willing spirit. 
 

P: 13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will 
return to you. 
 

C: 14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my 
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 
 

P: 15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 
 

C: 16 For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt 
offering, you would not be pleased. 
 

P: 17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING    Joel 2:12-19 
12 Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13 rend your hearts 
and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love, and relents from punishing. 14 Who knows whether he will 
not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain 
offering and a drink offering for the LORD, your God? 15 Blow the 
trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16 gather 
the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather 
the children, even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave 
his room, and the bride her canopy. 17 Between the vestibule and 
the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. Let them 
say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a 
mockery, a byword among the nations. Why should it be said 
among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 18 Then the LORD 
became jealous for his land, and had pity on his people.19 In 
response to his people the LORD said: I am sending you grain, 



wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make 
you a mockery among the nations. 
 

EPISTLE READING   II Corinthians 5:20b—6:2 
20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

6 As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept 
the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, “At an acceptable time I 
have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!  
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

GOSPEL READING    Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

6 “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen 
by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, 
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that 
they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be 
done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they 
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, 
so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room 
and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

16 “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, 
for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are 
fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 But 
when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that 
your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is 
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store 



up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

SERMON   Pastor Jesse (Psalm 51) 
 

OFFERING HYMN       Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross                    #140 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY LITURGY 
 

P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,  
 

C: That we may show forth your glory in the world.  
 

P: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,  
 

C: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.  
 

P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not 
desire the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their 
wickedness and live. Therefore we implore him to grant us true 
repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him 
which we do on this day, that the rest of our life may be pure and 
holy, and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONFESSION OF FAITH 
 

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
 

C: There is no danger anymore. I shall not perish, even though 
death, devil, world, or hell come against me. Let them come. Let 
whoever storm or try to frighten. Let them become as angry as 
they will. Through this Lord I shall endure nonetheless! Though 
my enemies and all the world oppress me, persecute me, and 
drive me out, I still have a Lord who is, and wants to be, my Lord 
because God has promised this to me. He sits higher and is more 
powerful than all, and He occupies this high place in order to 
defend and protect me. Likewise, though I am assailed by sin 
and God’s wrath, which make my heart heavy and troubled, I 
shall not on that account be forced into despair. He sits up there 
also for the purpose of preventing sin, or anything whatever, 
from condemning me or pushing me into hell. Thus, even though 
death attacks me and devours me, it cannot hold me. I must 
become alive again because this Lord sits on high and lives 
eternally. Amen. 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 petitions end with:  Lord in your mercy, 
    hear our prayer. 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                                            
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      
DISTRIBUTION 
BLESSING 
SENDING HYMN         Savior When in Dust to You                        #134 
BENEDICTION 
     P:  Go in peace to serve the Risen Living Word, Jesus Christ! 
    C:  Thanks be to God! 
POSTLUDE  (CCLI License No.  11026995) 

 

Easter Flowers 
If you would like to order Easter flowers to adorn our sanctuary on 
Easter Sunday, the order forms and envelope for payment are on 
the counter in front of the secretary’s desk.  Last day to order is 
Monday, April 4.  


