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Pastor’s Letter 

Join us Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm this summer  
for mid-week worship at LWLC or on-line 

 
Wednesday Sermon Series:  

Rooted 

Discover Jesus as a foundation  
and what life is when you are Rooted in Him. 

6.15.2022           Rooted anew                    (Ephesians 2:1-10) 
You’ve likely been asked this question: Do you have faith? We sometimes refer to someone as a “person of 
faith.”  Or we admire the faith of our role models. In Christian circles, we assume that faith is somehow con-
nected to God, Jesus Christ. In complete opposition to these assumptive thoughts, faith can be in a lot of dif-
ferent things. Even when we did not or do not have faith in Jesus, we have faith in something else. We are all 
rooted, believe, and are soaking in something. We begin our sermon series, Rooted, by hearing what life is 
like before our roots are in Jesus.  

6.22.2022            Rooted certainly              (Romans 8:31-39; Job 19:23-27) 
Luther once said that nothing in the world causes so much misery as uncertainty. He liked using words like 
certainly, security, assurance, and certitude. When roots are not present or are shallow, uncertainty abounds. 
Deep roots create deep certainty and allow us to make such bold statements as this: This is most certainly 
true. Being Rooted in Jesus allows us to speak in very certain terms about salvation and what God thinks 
about us. 

6.29.2022            Rooted surprisingly        (Romans 5:6-11; I Peter 2:4-10) 
Being Rooted is often a drawn-out process with a lot of work put in. For the first couple days, weeks, months, 
or even years of a new job, you likely do not feel very established. We often talk about “putting roots down” 
in a new town. It takes a while to get to know people, to learn the culture, to figure out where things are, etc. 
Most roots don’t grow instantaneously, and there is often quite a bit of preparatory work that goes into deep 
roots. Surprisingly, and in contrast to most of our experiences, Christ skips the prep work and roots 
you deep, immediately. He gives himself to you, fully, right out of the gate. 

 

7.6.2022              Rooted in promise 
7.13.2022            Rooted and dependent 
7.20.2022            Rooted and alive 
7.27.2022            Rooted in Jesus 

 

           Senior Recognition  

               Sunday, June 12 

   Congratulations to our seniors 

              Joshua Waltzing 

              Jeremiah Denke 



2022 Financial Report: March Year to Date 

  Attendance:                     455      1383 
  General Offering  $      11,829  $        62,856 

  Actual Expenses  $      10,116  $        55,020 

  Net:  $        1,713  $          7,836 

 President’s Notes 
 

For “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass.  The grass withers, and the flower falls, 
but the word of the Lord endures forever.” That word is the good news that was announced to you.   
1 Peter 1:24-25 
 

Sunday morning ~ what a great way to start our week, worshiping the Lord!  We look forward to hearing the word 
of God and being reminded of what He has done for us…as the verse above states: “That word is the good news 
that was announced for you!”  
 

Most of you are like me, you find yourself at church other days of the week, not just on Sundays.  I am amazed at 
what I see happening – our members are busy!  Just recently I witnessed: 
• Members of our youth committee interacting with students who attend our “After-School Hang Out” program.  

They met after school on Wednesdays from 3:00 – 5:00 for a snack, to work on homework, play games and be 
with friends.  They will not be meeting in the summer, but the committee will still be making plans for spread-
ing the “good news” to youth.  Two upcoming events include: recognizing and blessing our high school gradu-
ates, Joshua Waltzing and Jeremiah Denke, and making plans for the LWLC Vacation Bible School. 

• The Mission Committee meeting together in the kitchen, discussing working with Love INC to provide new 
school shoes for youth in our area…caring for our neighbors in need.  

• On a Wednesday morning, following the Men’s Bible Study, some men meeting (the Property Committee) to 
plan an “LWLC Spring Clean-Up” day and other men moving chairs and setting up tables to get ready for the 
Red Cross Blood Drive.                                  

I could go on, but you get the idea!  We are blessed to have so many members involved in the work of the church 
– sharing the Word, taking care of our building, providing for our neighbors in need, etc. etc.!  Thank you!! 
 

The council will be reviewing our long-range goals soon. We may extend some, change some, or add some. We 
would love to have your input…feel free to visit with one of our council members any time. Council members: 
Erling Berger, Carolyn Brewster, Todd Domine, Ken Elvehjem, Dan Engebretson, Nettie Englund, Jan Ferguson, 
Doyle Polson, and Bruce Wymore. 
Our current long-range goals are: 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we are growing, sharing, and living in God's Word, Jesus Christ. 
1. Provide special focus on sharing the love of Jesus with youth and young families. 
2. Seek faith-based programming and cooperative relationships with area LCMC churches, Christian churches,  
      and other Christian missions/causes. 
3.   Promote participation in LWLC’s weekly activities and worship services. 
4.   Begin gathering information on the creation of an outdoor amphitheater on the east side of our building.    
      (Upon congregational approval, fundraising would begin). 
 

Goal #4.  An Ad Hoc Committee is meeting and have reported to the council their various ideas regarding the type 
of structure, the location, and the ways this project can enhance our ministry.  Exciting!  They will share their con-
clusions with the congregation, for your consideration, when they have gathered all the information needed! Stay 
tuned! 
 

Pastor Jesse will be providing a “Summer Sermon Series” worship service ~ beginning Wednesday, June 15, at 
7:00 p.m. JOIN US!!    
 

Enjoy these summer months – I always look forward to seeing you all on Sunday (and during the week!)  
 

Jan Ferguson 

We served 177 meals 

before our Lenten 

mid-week worship 

this year.  



Augustana District Convention Report 
 

“Hidden Treasures—The Sent Word” was the theme of the 2022 Annual Convention of The Augustana Distric 
held at Mount Carmel on Saturday, May 7.  Delegates from LWLC were David and Carolyn Moeller. 

 
  * Convention Verse:  2 Corinthians 4:7-12. “But we have this treasure in clay jars—.“  Scripture was shared 
by Rev. Mike Bradley, LCMC Service Coordinator and Rev. Julie Smith, LCMC Coordinator for Districts and 
Fellowships/Augustana District Council  
  *Rev. John Beem was posthumously recognized with the Augustana District Distinguished Service Award 
for his part in the formation of the Augustana District.  The award was accepted by his wife Carla, accompanied 
by sons Jeff (Joanie) and Matt. 
  *LCMC update by Rev. Bradley stated that LCMC currently has nearly 1,000 congregations around the world, 
and only six people on staff!  He complimented the Augustana District for being committed to good theology and 
missions —“You are a blessing!” 
  * 2023 LCMC Initiatives:  (1) Support for congregational leaders/pastors, (2) Support for small churches, con-
gregations (over 500 congregations are 100 members or less), (3) Revitalization of existing congregations and 
support for new through resources, retreats, and support groups.  
  *Augustana District Service Coordinator position raised from 3/4 to full time.  Current AD Service Coordina-
tor is Rev. Randy Freund.  
  *AD Financial Update The AD is in good financial shape with over $100,000 raised this year for world mis-
sion efforts.  100% of the mission fund goes toward AD supported missions. 
  *AD Supported Missions include The Tabor Project in Ethiopia and the All India Mashihi Jamit in Northern 
India. 
  *Recently an LCMC vetted mission in Estonia has raised over $40,000 to help support Ukrainian refugees. 
  * 9 new congregations welcomed into the Augustana District as well as 9 clergy (including Pastor Lexy Carson 
of Osakis) 
  *AD Board of Theology and Ministry added Pastor Lexy Carson 
  *AD District Council members include Jan Ferguson and Pastor Nate Hanson (re-elected) 

Living Word Lutheran Church members and delegates attending the Augustana District Convention. 



Memorials 

 

In memory of :  Anette Revering 

     John & Karen Kirckof 

 

In Memory of: Karen Zacho 

     Curt & Sandy Aamold 

     Ed & Marvelle Weispfennig 

Dear Living Word Family,  
 
Thank you ALL(!) for your support on May 5th .....Curt Aamold, Angie Anderson, Carolyn Brewster, Kay 
Elvehjem, Cindy Forbrook, Gaylen Lerohl, Gayle Nemmers, Mark Reicks, Kathy Withers,  Steve Ferguson,, Brad 
Forbrook and Men's Wednesday Morning Bible Study, Pastor Jesse, AND everyone else who helped move chairs 
and tables in preparation for and after the Blood Drive, Elias Aamold from Miltona BSA Troop with clean up 
Wednesday after the Drive. With the repeated help of volunteers like all of you we were ready for Thursday and 
had another successful Blood Drive.......we were able to collect 54 Units/pints of blood from 54 presenting donors 
passing Red Cross's goal of 36 units! Of course, the real winners as always are the patients in need of blood. As 
you may know, each blood donation can help save up to three lives. Your willingness to commit your time to this 
effort is truly appreciated by the blood recipients, their loved ones and all of us here at Living Word Lutheran! 
We were thanked again by the team of Red Cross employees for the availability of our sanctuary and the Lasagna 
dinner we have available for their dinner break. We hope that we can count on church members to volunteer again 
at our next Red Cross Blood Drive on Thursday Sept.1st from 12 Noon to 600pm. There is a sign up sheet on the 
Volunteer Table if you think you have time to help out in September. There's always a need for backup help! You 
all help make this community service of our Mission Committee a success. I am proud and grateful to work with 
all of you.  
 
Thank you all again, Sandy Aamold and Cindy Lerohl 

Library News 
“LWLC has lots of excellent novels, Bible 

study helps, devotional books, theological 

books, and biographical materials for you to 

peruse this summer.  Check It Out!!”  

Living Word Family, 
 
Thank you for the prayer, prayer shawl, meals, cards and visits, 
everything was much appreciated. Living Word members are so 
thoughtful and kind.  I’m so glad to be part of a wonderful 
church.  Blessings to all.   
 
Mary Jo Redfield 

Pastor Randy & Stephanie Freund 

Thank you to Pastor Randy Freund 

and David Blackstad for blessing us 

with their participation in worship 

while Pastor Jesse was on parental 

leave.   

David & Alycia Blackstad 

Friday, August 5, 5:30—8:00 pm (meal provided) 

Saturday, August 6, 10:00 am—2:30 pm (meal provided) 

Sunday, August 7, 9:00—10:30 am 

Register at our website: livingwordalexmn.org 

 

VBS—Join Us, August 5-7 


