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Pastor’s Letter 

Captivating Captivity, Sinning Sin, and Death-ing Death 
 
7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it is said, “When he ascend-

ed on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.” 
Ephesians 4:7-8 

 

Former professional baseball player and Americana icon Yogi Berra was famous for saying things that made 
sense, but at the same time did not make sense. If his statement actually did make sense, he made you think. Some-
times you had to meditate on his speech for a minute or two to understand the point he was making. He was excep-
tional at keeping reporters on their toes, and kept his audiences thinking. Whether his quips were original or bor-
rowed, he was masterful and consistent with them, saying things like: 
 

“If you don’t know where you’re going, you’ll end up someplace else.” “The future ain’t what it used to be.”  
 

For my point in this article, maybe this is the most poignant: “Half the lies they tell about me aren’t true.” You do 
the math on that one. 
 

There are some places in Scripture that are almost Yogi Berra-isms. For example, the above Scripture has that Je-
sus captivated captivity. In writing to the church at Ephesus, Paul uses an old linguistic trick that is common in the 
Hebrew language. He uses a word twice, against itself, so that it cancels itself out. Our closest English tool is one 
that’s actually “illegal” if you ask your resident English expert – the double negative. Imagine Jesus working out-
side the rules, outside the law! He would never, would he? If he died, he would stay dead, right? 
 

As much fun as it is to think of Jesus skirting around the system, as he does in resurrecting from the dead, it is ac-
tually within the rules of Hebrew and Greek for Paul to speak like this. Translated into English, it actually makes 
sense to us, too. He captivated captivity. That is, he set free.  
 

But why stop here with this trick? Christ sinned sin, death-ed death, lawed the law, pained pain, crucified the cru-
cifixion, crossed the cross – one after the other, after the other. He does all of this in his own death and resurrec-
tion. Christ does this himself, but he does not keep this to himself. He “gives gifts to his people.” That is, he deaths 

your death, he sins your sins – cancelling your death and your sins out and creating for you a new reality and right-
eousness, itself. Amen. 

  

                      Next Blood Drive 

          Thursday, May 5th 

           12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
• Sign up to give blood on the American Red Cross web site 

• Sign up to volunteer at the volunteer table 

Lent Giving Special Distribution  

 

There was a total of $1140 from 4 

Lenten worship services designated 

to be shared equally between 3 local 

ministries we support.  We will be 

giving $380 each to Love INC, MN 

Adult and Teen Challenge, and 

Mount Carmel. 



President’s Notes – May 2022 
 
CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN, INDEED! ALLELUIA! 

“The new creation begins in Christ so that those who believe will be a part of the new creation of all things.  This 

is our inheritance.  Indeed, Christ himself is our inheritance.  We can want for no more, as there is nothing good 

apart from him.  Only in his presence is there complete joy, for he is the way of life.  In Christ Jesus’ victory over 

death, in his resurrection, the new creation dawns.” (Sola Publishing) 

Our Easter Sunday worship service is behind us, but the message still rings in our ears: “Blessed be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  1 Peter 1:3 

The Lenten Season began with the Wednesday Psalm Sermon Series led by Pastor Jesse and Pastor Lexy.  Thank 

you, Pastor Jesse and Pastor Lexy, for the meaningful message each week!  And thank you to those of you who 

served, brought food, and helped with clean-up for the soup and sandwich supper that was held before each service! 

Our newest LWLC member, Grady Alan Strom, was baptized at a recent worship service ~ what a joy to witness!  

Congratulations to Alan and Abby on the birth and baptism of baby Grady and to Blake on becoming a big brother! 

Congratulations also to Izzy Wilson on completing the First Communion Class!  Pastor Jesse instructed her on who 

the Lord’s Supper is for, what it does, and why we receive it.  She took part in her first communion at our Maundy 

Thursday worship service.  She was surrounded and supported by many family members, friends and LWLC mem-

bers.  Following the service we celebrated with her over cake, coffee, and hot chocolate.  Thank you to Izzy’s par-

ents for the delicious treat! 

Did you get a chance to listen to the second edition of “Short Talks”?  Pastor Jesse and Pastor Lexy shared infor-

mation about different people of the crucifixion and resurrection:  Pontius Pilate, Thieves on the Cross, Joseph of 

Arimathea and Nicodemus, The Woman at the Tomb, and the Young Man at the Tomb.  If you missed it, the videos 

are archived on our LWLC Facebook page and on our website.  

The Lenten offerings from March 30, April 6, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday were divided between three lo-

cal organizations that share our mission in spreading the good news of Jesus Christ.  We were able to gift Mount 

Carmel, Love INC and MN Adult and Teen Challenge with $380 each in support of their ministry!   

The Augustana District Convention will be held on Saturday, May 7th, at Mount Carmel, from 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 

Carla Beem will be presented the “Augustana District Distinguished Service Award” on behalf of Pastor John Beem 

for his many contributions to AD.  Pastor Beem also participated in the formation of Living Word!  This is a great 

honor for the Beem family. 

The council members appreciate reading the minutes from each of the committee meetings.  Exchanging minutes is 

a great way to communicate with each other.  Thank you in advance for continuing this practice! 

In Christ, 
Jan Ferguson 

April 17, 2022 Easter Sunday 

VBS - August 5-7 
Watch the website for more details! 



Book Review 
 

This month we feature a review of Twenty-four Hours That Changed the World by one of our congregational mem-
bers.  Thanks to him for sharing his thoughts on the book.   Please note that he ends with “well worth the read!” 

Addressing his readers, the author Reverend Adam Hamilton writes that the aim of this book “…is to help you bet-

ter understand the events that occurred during the last 24 hours of Jesus’ life, to see more clearly the meaning of 

Christ’s suffering and death, and to reflect upon those events for your own life.” 

The story begins with Jesus and the disciples gathering to celebrate the Passover Seder the evening before his cruci-

fixion.  For four days Jesus had taught and chastised the religious elite in the Temple. By Thursday it was obvious 

the religious leadership was intent on ending his life. 

Hamilton describes the events of the next 24 hours – Jesus’ betrayal by the disciples; the peoples’ misinterpreting 

his purpose; the crowd’s opinion changing from adulation to hatred; Christ’s humiliation, death and burial.  As the 

story unfolds, the author explores how those living these events and we, ourselves today, fit into the story. 

Throughout the book the author challenges us to consider our reactions and our guilt in the various characters in-

volved in the drama – the disciples, Judas, the crowd, Barabbas, Pilate.  How would we react to the unfolding 

events? 

A striking example focuses on the crowd’s demanding Barabbas’ release and concurrently, Jesus’ death.  The 
citizens of Jerusalem anticipated a rebellion to drive the Romans from their homeland.  By the end of the week 

disappointment in Jesus and his message of nonviolent sacrificial love had turned them to hatred.  

By tradition, the Roman Governor would release a prisoner of the peoples’ choice during the Passover celebration.  
Pilate offered to release Barabbas, a revolutionary who had led an attempted overthrow of the Roman occupation or 
Jesus whom Pilate was reluctant to execute.  Matthew records that Barabbas full name was “Jesus Barabbas”.  

Barabbas means “son of the father”.  Jesus means “savior”.  Matthew makes the crowd’s choice clear: You make the 
choice of killing one of two messianic figures!  

“24 Hours” is a short, readable book filled with insights and explanations to make the Passion of Christ more under-

standable and personally applicable.  Well worth the read!    

 
 

Library Book Missing 
 

Our LWLC library contains three books by the author Adam Hamilton:  The Way, The Journey, and Twenty-four 
Hours That Changed the World.  We are attempting to promote this new (to us) author, who writes short, helpful 
books on Biblical subjects. 
 

Unfortunately, one of these books seems to be missing from our shelves —The Journey.  Someone may have bor-
rowed this book, but neglected to place the sign-out card in the box.  PLEASE CHECK YOUR HOME FOR THIS 
BOOK!! Thank you! 

Spring Bible Study has started—It’s never too late to join in. The theme for the Spring Bible Study is Jesus’ 

Words of Institution. We may be taking a week off at some point in the study depending on when Pastor Jesse’s ba-

by arrives. Dates and topics: 

                    Monday, April 25                  7:00pm                     In the Night He was Betrayed 

                    Monday, May 2                     7:00pm                     Is Means Is 

                    Monday, May 9                     7:00pm                     The New Testament in Christ’s Blood 

                    Monday, May 16                   7:00pm                     For the Forgiveness of Sins 

2022 Financial Report: March Year to Date 

  Attendance:                     408      754 
  General Offering  $      14,580  $        51,027 

  Actual Expenses  $      15,548  $        44,850 

  Net:  $         (968)  $         6,177 

Library News 

Spring Potluck 

Sunday, May 15 

following worship 

Sign up at the volunteer table 



Memorials 

 

In memory of :  Karen Zacho 

(Nancy Anderson’s sister) 

 

Ken & Kay Elvehjem 

Steve & Jan Ferguson 

Paul & Paulette Johnson 

John & Karen Kirckof 

Dave & Carolyn Moeller 

WOW Event 
 

“Spring Cleaning For Home and Heart” with WOW 
 

WOW ladies:  Do you have your “spring cleaning” done 

yet?  Come to our spring program on Thursday, June 2, at 

2:00 p.m. to pick up a few hints!!  

“Spring Cleaning for Home and Heart” is the theme select-

ed for the event.  We will have a fun-filled afternoon de-

veloping new ideas for cleaning projects, not only in our 

homes, but more importantly, in our hearts.   

Our board members have  chosen a favorite springtime 
dessert for our coffee hour, which begins at 2:00 p.m.  
Come and see what they have planned!  Following coffee 
at 2:00, a program will begin later, to allow for those 
whose schedule won’t allow a 2:00 arrival. 
 
IN KEEPING WITH THE THEME, EACH LADY AT-
TENDING IS ASKED TO WEAR AN APRON!!!  (Also, 
bring any cleaning tips you might want to share!).   Sign-
up will begin in mid-May.   

WOW Bible Study  
Date Change for May 

  
WOW Bible study meets Thursday May 12 at 2 p.m.   
A change from the regular date is necessary due to 
Bloodmobile at LWLC on the regular meeting date. 
 

The May study is Lesson 4 of The Proverbs 31 
Woman, The Story of Rahab.    Lesson leader this 
month will be Cindy Forbrook.  All women of Liv-
ing Word are welcome to attend this Bible study 
which meets the first Thursday of each month.   

April 3, 2022 

Baptism of Grady Alan Strom, son of Alan & Abby 

April 14, 2022 Maunday Thursday, 1st Communion 

Izzy Wilson daughter of Chris & Marlina Wilson 

Thank you all for the support and pray-
ers from the very beginning (2-1/2 
years ago) when my sister Karen had 
her lung transplant, through her final 
days on earth.  It meant a lot to have 

prayer warriors from our church family and Karen 
always felt your prayers!  Karen is now in Heaven 
singing with the angels!  
  
Blessings to each of you!   
Dave & Nancy Anderson (and all my family) 


