
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Letter 
 

“Stealing Idols” 

Kantian ethics concerns itself with human action. For example, it maintains that stealing is inherently bad no 

matter the circumstances. Under this philosophy, one of the most beloved outlaws in literature, Robin Hood, is 

acting immorally when he steals from the rich and gives to the poor. For Kant, the end (giving to the poor) does 

not justify the means (stealing). Even if stealing would lead to what some consider a desirable outcome, it is not 

“ok” according to Kant’s approach to morality. He used lying as a similar example. Lying could never be 

justified no matter the circumstances. Kant’s literature could tell you all about desired human actions.  

A hallmark of the enlightenment, Immanuel Kant was a philosopher whose interest was ethics. As such, he was 

very interested in the human side of things, i.e., what humans were up to. He would have been able to tell you a 

great deal about what Robin Hood did right or wrong. He could break down Robin Hood’s actions into 

categories such as perfect and imperfect duties. He could dissect Robin Hood’s will and his autonomy. 

However, he would not have considered much about Robin Hood’s God. He was not so much interested in what 

God was up to. 

In striking contrast, Scripture opposes Kant on two levels: 1) Where Kant wrote and taught almost exclusively 

about human action, Scripture as a whole tells very little about how humans should act. 2) Where Kant was very 

uninterested in God’s action, Scripture is the story of God. Kant and Scripture are opposite poles in the 

discussion of human activity and God activity. This dynamic intensifies through the season of Lent – a time 

when many people practice the tradition of giving something up (human activity) but also attend extra worship 

services each week to hear God’s story in Scripture (God activity).  

Both human activity and God activity function in Lent. Although, one is very futile, and one is very effective. 

One changes something very marginal, and one literally changes all of creation. One is typically a minor 

inconvenience, and one is very good, life-giving news. One is one person giving up cookies, and one is erasing 

the sin of the entire world. It is important to keep this in perspective. Lent is not a season of us “giving-

something-up.” It is not an introspective time for you to consider the good you can do. Rather, Lent is a season 

where we share God’s story – His activity with and amongst us.  

In the realm of human activity, a true pietist gives up something that they actually like and use. If you do not 

drink coffee, you won’t give coffee up for Lent. The tradition begs you to give up something you actually like 

and spend your time doing, something that delivers happiness, ease, or comfort to your life – one of your idols. 

Interestingly, God is doing the same work that humans are attempting to do – take away idols. The difference 

lies in that God is actually good at doing this. Humans give up some measly, insignificant thing for 40 days. We 

typically give up little idols and try to make it sound like we’ve actually accomplished something. All the while 
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we speak about how hard it is for us to live without our item, and we wait impatiently for the 40-day sentence to 

be over so that we can enjoy our idol again. 

God burns your idols off here and there every day. Keep in mind, He did not institute Lent. Nowhere in 

Scripture will you find the dates of our church seasons. I imagine that He thinks the idea of church seasons is 

completely laughable. He’s not taking down your idols for just a few days in the spring, He’s constantly at work 

– in Easter, Pentecost, Advent, etc. Why would He do this to you? – Because He wants your attention. He 

doesn’t want to compete with your other idols. So he takes care of them himself, once and for all. He’ll take 

vehicles, homes, money, jobs, pets, and even people. He’s a Robin Hood, but He doesn’t take from the rich and 

give to the poor. He steals (and worse, kills) any idols that stand between Him and His chosen ones. He’s 

constantly removing things from your life so that you’ll pay attention to Him alone – so that you’ll listen to Him 

when he says: I’ve got everything you ever needed right here in my Son, the beloved. He is the way. He is life. 

He is the resurrection. He is for you. Amen and Amen. 

Pastor Jesse 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOW  
 

WOW Bible Study Meets March 3 
 

WOW Bible study meets Thursday March 3 at 2 

p.m.  This month we study Lesson 2 of The Proverbs 

31 Woman, The Story of Sarah.    Lesson leader this 

month will be Cindy Lerohl.  All women of Living 

Word are welcome to attend this Bible study which 

meets the first Thursday of each month.   
 

WOW Board to Organize the 2022 Program Year 

LWLC WOW board will meet soon to develop a 

program for 2022.  If you have any suggestions, or 

wish to participate in the board’s work, please 

contact one of the following board members:  

Carolyn Moeller, Nancy Anderson, Jan Ferguson, 

Angie Anderson, Shelly Nelson, Barb Engebretson, 

or LouAnn Peterson.   
 

WOW Groups for 2021 

WOW groups for the year are as follows:  Priscilla: 

Angie Anderson, Cindy Lerohl, Carolyn Moeller, 

Jan Ferguson, Jean Ricks, LouAnn Peterson, Karen 

Kirckof, Rose Johnson.  Sarah:  Barb Engebretson, 

Denise Stoen, Sandy Aamold, Kathy Withers, Carla 

Beem, Mary Jo Redfield, Laurie Kluver, Kay 

Elvehjem.  Lydia:  Shelly Nelson, Bonnie Pahan, 

Nancy Anderson, Gayle Nemmers, Cindy Forbrook 

and Carol Wiitanen. 
 

Groups rotate responsibility for set-up, serving, and 

clean-up.  If you wish to add your name, contact the 

group leader (name listed first in each of the three 

groups). 
 

Library 
 

 LWLC library is currently featuring books on 

women of the Bible as a supplement to the new 

WOW Bible study The Proverbs 31 Woman. 
 

Bad Girls of the Bible and What We Can Learn 

from Them is a recent addition to our library.  

Author Liz Curtis Higgs argues that women can 

learn from the “bad” girls of the Bible as well as 

from the “good” girls. 
 

  In each chapter of the book, Higgs focuses on a 

different woman; among them are Eve, Potiphar's 

wife, Lot's wife, Delilah, Rahab, and Jezebel. She 

identifies each of them as being bad to the bone, 

bad for a season, or bad for a moment. 
 

  She begins each chapter with a fictional account, 

set in modern times, that resembles the story from 

the Bible of the woman she's examining. 
 

  After her analysis of each Bad Girl, Higgs 

includes the lessons that modern women can take 

away from each Bad Girl. These lessons are 

designed to help today's women be better 

Christians, mothers, wives, and friends. She 

argues that they each have something to teach the 

modern woman about what not to do, as well as 

how to live a better life in Christ. 
 



President’s Notes 
 

 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but may have eternal life.”  John 3:16 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

The season of Lent begins on March 2nd with Ash Wednesday – a time of reflection leading up to the 

celebration of Easter.  Pastor Jesse and Pastor Lexy will be rotating between Living Word and Salem/Sauk 

Valley Churches for these 7:00 p.m. mid-week services.  The Worship Committee is serving a soup/sandwich 

supper before each service at 6:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome to come, including guests and visitors!   
 

If you are unable to attend the LWLC Sunday morning or Wednesday evening worship services, our worship 

service is available on our Facebook page and on our website.  

 FACEBOOK - www.facebook.com/lwlcalexmn – our livestreamed service.   You do not need to have a 

Facebook account, just click on the link above.  You can watch it at the time of the service or any time after. 

 WEBPAGE - https://livingwordalexmn.org – Under the “Worship” tab you can click on “Worship 

Services”.  From there you can click on “Link to Livestream” (if you want to watch it live) or on the date of the 

service (this is a copy of the livestream service – available soon after the service).   
 

Besides the worship services on our website, you will also find such things as weekly bulletins, monthly photos, 

assigned worship helpers, our newsletters and much more!  The calendar will now have the birthdays, 

anniversaries, and the dates and times for worship services, meetings, and Bible studies. Please keep the church 

office informed so the calendar is always up to date.    
 

If you stop by church sometime during the week you might see a new face.  The Property Committee hired 

Melanie to take care of keeping our building clean.  She is replacing Brad and Cindy Forbrook, who 

volunteered many years to do this job.  If you see Melanie greet her – when you see Brad and Cindy thank 

them!  
 

Paul Johnson, our LWLC Treasurer, reminded us at the Annual Meeting that Living Word is DEBT-FREE!  

Your offerings will now go to the “General Fund” as the “Building Fund” is no longer active.   
 

Another Blood Drive is scheduled on Thursday, March 10th, from noon to 6:00 p.m.  It takes many volunteers to 

make this community event a success.  If you are available that afternoon, check the sign-up sheet at the 

volunteer table!  
 

How much fun is the “Noisy Offering”?  Not only are we donating to the youth mission project, but we get to 

interact with the young people in our congregation!  Through your generosity they have raised $191 as of 

February 20th.  This money will be sent to “World Vision's Agriculture and Animals" mission - a program in 

which supporters can purchase farm animals to give to families who grow their own food. 
 

Blessings to you all during this Lenten Season…see you for soup and a service on Wednesdays! 

 
Jan Ferguson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mount Carmel – LWLC has been invited to 
Mount Carmel on Sunday, March 27 for a tour, 
a free meal, an update on what is happening at 
Mount Carmel, and a presentation of the 
Passion narrative from Mark’s Gospel.  Tour 
starts at 4:30 p.m., dinner at 5:30 p.m., Mount 
Carmel update and Passion story at 6:30 p.m.  
The evening will be done at 7:30 p.m.  They 
would appreciate knowing how many of us 
will be there.  Please sign up to attend on the 
sheet on the volunteer table.  
 

http://www.facebook.com/lwlcalexmn
https://livingwordalexmn.org/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Blood Drive 

Thursday, March 10 

12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
• Sign up to give blood on the American Red Cross web site 

 

2021 Financial Report: January Year to Date 

  Attendance:                     294               294 

  General Offering  $      15,381  $       15,381 

  Actual Expenses  $      13,398  $       13,398 

  Net:  $        1,982  $         1,982 
 

Volunteer positions 

still available 

call Sandy Aamold 

 

Missions Committee 
 

Love INC Incentives - Living Word supports the Christian Faith based organization Love Inc. They give 

incentives to their clients who complete a life skills class. We would like to collect 20 sets of 13 gallon  

trash bags, cling wrap, sandwich baggies, gallon baggies, foil, snack baggies and quart size baggies 

(shopping list next to display). Donations are due by March 4th.  Please consider helping those in need.  

 

 

 
 

Transformational Tuesdays – Love INC has their schedule out for sessions starting March 1.  The classes 

are provided for their clients as well as the general public and focus on personal growth and enrichment. 

You can check out the topics of the spring classes either on their website or in the narthex next to the 

donation box.  If you know of anyone who would benefit from the classes, please pass the information 

along. Non-clients can take the classes for a $10 fee. 
 

Greetings to all my friends at Living Word Lutheran Church.  Sounds like all is well there.  

Kay Elvehjem keeps me informed by sending the church paper to me.  I enjoy reading them.  

My thanks to Kay, Terri Elsey and the Aamolds, for the cards and letters.  You are all in my 

prayers daily.  Blessings to everyone. 

 

Sincerely 
 

Sheila Spartz 

 

 

Reminder: 
 

Living Word is DEBT-FREE!   

Your offerings will now go to the 

“General Fund” as the “Building 

Fund” is no longer active.   

 

Kids Korner  
Sundays following worship 


