
                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

February 2022 

 

 LIVING WORD  
  Lutheran Church of  Alexandria, LCMC 

 
 

 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit  

we are growing, Sharing, and living  

in God’s Word, Jesus Christ 

320-762-1997 Office Hours T-Th 8:30a.m. —12:30 p.m. 

pastorlwlc@gctel.net  OR  secretarylwlc@gctel.net  

1722 16th Avenue East, Alexandria, MN 

 www.livingwordalexmn.org   320-762-1997 

 

New Life in the Dead of Winter 
 

 No one told me it was THIS cold in Minnesota. Rarely does it make it above 10 degrees? Why do you people live 

here? I like ice fishing, but it’s even too cold to do that most days! I think this is what we could un-affectionately 

call the “dead” of winter.  
 

As Christians, we have done a lot of work with distinctions and categorizing – light and dark, justified and sinner, 

law and gospel. There are many more. As Christians we have a word, and usually we have it’s opposite, too. We 

have a word that is the exact opposite of death – life! This is news to none of you. You all could very easily define 

both life and death and how they are nothing like each other and possess very different attributes. 
 

 I recently re-stumbled upon an interesting concept concerning life and death. It was originally introduced to me by 

the writing of Gerhard Forde, who has a great knack for framing things in a way that “hits you” as new. He presents 

the concept of “death then life” language.  
 

It’s not a concept buried in one of his many books. It’s right in the title and is the main point of the book. Where 

traditionally, we speak of life and death situations, Forde flips the narrative to death then life. He calls this type of 

language the very thing that once created a theological explosion in the church, and he maintains that it is the only 

thing that can, again, capture such an explosion – flipping the script of what we all learned. Death then life. 
 

Experience taught us that you live first. Then you die. But is this true with Jesus? We know Jesus to understand 

things quite differently than anyone else. Also, some of his followers were better than us in understanding him and 

his unusual ways. We often look to these certain people for guidance in coming to terms with Jesus. The Apostle 

Paul and Martin Luther are two accessible resources for us. They both understood that Jesus has a completely dif-

ferent way of speaking when it comes to death and life.  
 

First Jesus’s take on death and life: “unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 

grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” Paul will say things like: “Dying, and yet we live” and “I die every day!” 

Luther claimed that the old sinner dies in Baptism.  
 

How can a dead person be fruitful? How can you die every day? Who would want to get Baptized if it killed you?  
 

Obviously, they know a different death and life than what we were taught or that experience tried to teach us. They 

know a death and life in the crosshairs of faith, in the crosshairs of hope. They know a death that is bearable all be-

cause it is the gateway to life. Death then life. 
 

But how could someone die every day! Even if we thought that possible, it seems incredibly emotional and exhaust-

ing! Not only did Jesus, Paul, and Martin know death. They also knew life and resurrection. Not only do you die 

every day, but you are also resurrected every day.  
 

So start planning today’s funeral. Jesus will handle the resurrection. And we’ll do it all over again tomorrow – death 

then life. Stay warm while you’re at it.  
 

In the Resurrection and the Life, 

Pastor Jesse 



From our LWLC President 

                                                                                

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  2 Let us come into 
his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  3For the Lord is a 
great God, and a great King above all gods.  Psalm 95:1-3 
 
January has been a cold blustery month!  After the busy holidays it feels good to slow down a bit and reflect on 
the past year and the year ahead.  Sunday, January 23, was like that! We began the day by slowing down - 
singing praises, giving thanks, and worshiping our Lord and Savior.  For, indeed, the Lord is a great God, and 
a great King above all gods! 
 
After our worship service there was a short break to get set up and grab a cup of the coffee   before we called 
the 2021 Annual Meeting to order.  Our meeting was a time to reflect on the business and pastoral acts of 2021 
and prepare for 2022.   
 
The congregation approved the 2022 budget and elected the following: 
 
 Council: Ken Elvehjem, Dan Engebretson and Nanette Englund 
 Nominating Committee: Carolyn Moeller, Gaylen Lerohl, Julie Massmann, Marvelle 
 Weispfennig, David Anderson, and Kathy Withers. 
 Delegates to the Augustana District: David and Carolyn Moeller 
 Delegates to the LCMC Convention: Gaylen and Cindy Lerohl 
 
Thanks to each of you for your willingness to serve/represent Living Word! 
If you haven’t received a 2021 Annual Report, you can pick one up on the church counter – the many reports 
are good to read and help us understand all that is going on at Living Word! 
 
Gaylen Lerohl kicked off our Debt-Free celebration with these words: “As of December 30, 2021, we are debt 
free!  Since our beginning, we have met our obligations - on time.  We have met our benevolence commit-
ments – on time. We have met our financial obligations – on time!  We are debt free!”  He then gave a history 
of where we started and where we are now, thanking God for His guidance along the way.  His “Brief History” 
is at the end of our Annual Report and worth the read!  We continued the celebration with lunch, laughter, and 
conversation.  
 
A Special Council meeting was held to elect officers and appoint the Treasurer, Paul Johnson and Financial 
Secretary, Brad Forbrook. The following Council Liaisons were also appointed.  Committees, please check 
you committee boxes for your liaisons contact information.  They would like to know when your next meeting 
is going to be held! 
 
 Youth Christian Education – Carolyn Brewster 
 Adult Christian Education/Library – Dan Engebretson 
 Evangelism Committee – Ken Elvehjem 
 Mission Committee – Nettie Englund, council secretary 
 Personnel Committee – Doyle Polson, council vice president 
 Property/Kitchen/Technology – Erling Berger 
 Stewardship/Memorial – Todd Domine 
 Worship/Altar/Music – Bruce Wymore 
 Women of the Word (WOW) – Jan Ferguson, council president 
  
Here we come 2022! We are ready to work together to further our mission: 
 

THROUGH THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE ARE GROWING, SHARING,  
AND LIVING IN GOD’S WORD, JESUS CHRIST. 

 
Jan Ferguson, President 
 



Sunday Morning Bible Study 

    Please join us Sunday mornings following worship continuing the 

study “Discipleship of the Cross”.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  
    

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

  Adult bible study on Tuesday mornings led by Pastor Jesse.  Every-

one welcome. 
 

      Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study 
 

  Come and join the men’s bible study for coffee, snacks & hear the 

word of Jesus Christ.   Open to all men in the community. 

  

    WOW Bible Study 
 The ladies meet the 1st Thursday of each month at 2:00 p.m. to share 
God’s Word.  All Women of LWLC are welcome to join the group.   

Read The Bible In A Year 

 The LWLC Adult Education Commit-
tee is encouraging all members to get 
involved in “Reading Through the Bible 
in a Year”. The   Scripture readings for 
each month are included in the monthly 
newsletter. Please consider taking part 
in this   exciting adventure and encour-
age others to do so as well. We can be 
assured that “God’s Word does not re-
turn void” (Isaiah 55:11)  As you read, 
pray, asking God to open your heart to 
His Word. 

 

February 1 Leviticus 12-14 

February 2 Leviticus 15-17 

February 3 Leviticus 18-20 

February 4 Leviticus 21-23 

February 5 Leviticus 24-25 

February 6 Leviticus 26-27 

February 7 Numbers 1-2 

February 8 Numbers 3-4 

February 9 Numbers 5-6 

February 10 Numbers 7-8 

February 11 Numbers 9-11 

February 12 Numbers 12-14 

February 13 Numbers 15-17 

February 14 Numbers 18-20 

February 15 Numbers 21-23 

February 16 Numbers 24-26 

February 17 Numbers 27-30 

February 18 Numbers 31-33 

February 19 Numbers 34-36 

February 20 Deuteronomy 1-2 

February 21 Deuteronomy 3-4 

February 22 Deuteronomy 5-7 

February 23 Deuteronomy 8-11 

February 24 Deuteronomy 12-15 

February 25 Deuteronomy 16-19 

February 26 Deuteronomy 20-23 

February 27 Deuteronomy 24-27 

February 28 Deuteronomy 28-29 

February 29 Catch Up Day 

Adult Education                                                                                     

                                                                                

  

Next Blood Drive 

Thursday, March 10 

12:00 pm -6:00 pm 
• Sign up to give blood on the American Red Cross 

web site 

* Sign up to volunteer at the volunteer table 

Starting next month the March newsletter will look different. 

   

• Articles for the newsletter are due by the 20th of each month.   

Any information that comes in after the 20th will be placed in 

the next months newsletter.   

 

If you don’t see items you followed before, please check the website. 

Adult Education Committee  

will meet on  

Tuesday, February 22 at 4:30 p.m. 



Augustana District News 
The Augustana District Newsletter is packed full of wonderful stories and  
information.  The entire newsletter can be found on our webpage:   
LIVING WORD LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA - AUGUSTANA DISTRICT NEWSLETTERS (livingwordalexmn.org) 

the link sent to you with this newsletter  if you are reading this electronically. 

Library News 

                                                                                

 

Book Review:     Chosen by Donna Snow 
 
  Chosen, a devotional study of the book of Esther by Donna Snow, is a new addition to our library.  Ms. 
Snow has a relaxed,  friendly writing style, which makes the reader feel like a personal conversation is hap-
pening.  With a copyright of 2021, Ms. Snow refers to current events, such as the pandemic, as well as his-
torical events like Pearl Harbor, and relates the story of Esther to personal events in her life like her divorce 
and the birth of her niece.   
  She divides the story of Esther into sections, each of which is discussed in the context of the historical set-
ting (well researched).   With a number of related scripture passages, she encourages the reader to apply Es-
ther’s story to one’s personal life. 
  Ms. Snow makes clear several main points in the book of Esther.  She points out how the story shows God 
at work, even though the name of God is not mentioned in the book.  Of course, her main challenge to the 
reader is to listen carefully to God to discern if He has brought you to this particular moment in your life for 
some particular purpose —“for such a time as this.”  Another interesting point is how she encourages the 
reader to “celebrate what God has done for you,” as the Jews did with the Feast of Purim at the end of the 
story. 
  You will very much enjoy reading this study of Esther — the author’s writing style is filled with charm and 
humor —for example, she refers to the selection of Esther as queen as the “Miss Persia Contest.” She views 
the whole Esther story as a drama, well suited to  TV or movies!  She closes each section with a personal 
comment to the reader, such as “stay tuned sister,” giving a hint as to the next “episode.” 
  Donna Snow has other books which could be added to our library if we enjoy Chosen as much as I think 
we will. 
 
Carolyn Moeller, LWLC Library committee 

Mission’s Committee 
Living Word supports the Christian Faith based organization Love Inc. They are giving incentives to their 

clients who have completed a life skills class. Items being collected are trash bags, cling wrap, sandwich 

baggies, gallon baggies, foil, snack baggies and quart size baggies.  Donations are due by March 4th.  Please 

consider helping those in need.  

WOW ~ Women of the Word 
“An excellent woman who can find?  She is far more precious than jewels.”  Proverbs 31.10 
 
  WOW Bible study returns this month with a new study, The Proverbs 31 Woman.  The nine sessions of the 
study include stories of 8  women in Scripture, from Sarah to Priscilla.  These women were ordinary, imperfect 
human beings like we are.  But God used them to show how He transforms our own lives of faith. 
  You might find it interesting to check out our LWLC library display of books about women of the Bible, some 
of which will be highlighted in this  new study.   
  Our first meeting for 2022 will be Thursday, February 3, at 2:00 p.m.  Lesson leader is Carolyn Moeller. We 
will study Lesson 1. 
  WOW Bible study is generally held the first Thursday of every month.  All women of LWLC are invited to 
attend — material will be available for all, and participant books can be ordered any time. 

https://www.livingwordalexmn.org/augustana_district_newsletters


                                                                                        

Church Life 

Need a ride to worship or other church  activities?  
Please call the team who lives closest to your location. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         February 

  CELEBRATIONS  

         Birthdays  
Alan Strom    2/4 

Jim Nelson    2/5 

Ed Weispfennig    2/5  

Carol Wiitanen    2/8 

Kurt Waltzing    2/10 

Bruce Massmann    2/13 

John Brewster    2/15 

Erling Berger    2/16 

Allison Beach    2/20 

Jay Englund    2/20 

Karen Becker    2/21 

Bill Finley    2/21 

Sheila Spartz    2/21 

Carla Beem    2/22 

 

Anniversaries 

Dean & Lou Ann Peterson    2/15 

Bill & Shirley Finley    2/27 

 

             Memorials 

 

In memory of :  Marlys Weispfennig 

                    (Ed Weispfennig’s mother) 
 
   Kay and Ken Elvehjem 
   Jan and Steve Ferguson 
   Paul and Paulette Johnson 
   Doyle and Susan Polson 

2021 Financial Report: December Year to Date 

  Attendance:                     293             3,886 

  General Offering  $      16,628  $      169,957 

  Actual Expenses  $      13,348  $      173,024 

  Net:  $         3,280  $         (3,067) 

Youth  Education 

Every other Wednesday Afternoon 

Check the calendar for dates. 

3:00 PM—5:00 PM 

Middle School Aged Youth 

Games, Crafts & Snacks 

Kid’s Korner—Sundays following worship 

Children’s Sermon 

Our Annual Meeting was held Sunday, January 23.  Thank you to 

those who have volunteered to be 

on council this year and those who 

are leaving council.  All your 

work is greatly appreciated. Fol-

lowing the meeting was a “debt 

free” celebration.  Our building is 

paid for.  Thank you, Brad  

Forbrook for the church replicas. 
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  Communion Praise Band Communion  

Reader Kay Elvehjem Ken Elvehjem Steve Ferguson Laurie Kluver 

Ushers Kathy Withers 

Harold Withers 
Dean Peterson 

LouAnn Peterson 

Curt Aamold 

Sandy Aamold 

Dave Anderson 

Mike Denke 

      

Greeters Steve Ferguson 

Laverne Floen 

Paul Johnson 

Dave Moeller 

Kathy Withers 

Mike Denke 

Shelly Nelson 

Gayle Nemmers 

Altar Preparation Rose Johnson    

         

Coffee  and  

Refreshments 

    

Coffee  Prep     

     

Pianist Nancy Anderson Laurie Kluver Carolyn Moeller  Sandi Domine 

      

Assist Counting 

Offering 

Kathy Withers  Ed Weispfennig Jan Ferguson Gaylen Lerohl 

      

Sound System 

  

Paul Johnson Laverne Floen Dave Anderson Laverne Floen 

      

Power Point Dan Engebretson Ed Weispfennig Jan Ferguson Gayle Nemmers 

         

Communion  

Preparation 

Rose Johnson N/A 

  

Rose Johnson N/A 

Communion 

Servers 

Lou Ann Peterson N/A Kathy Withers 

 

N/A 

  

Communion 

Assistant 

Mike Denke N/A 

  

Nancy Anderson N/A 

  

Communion 

Bread 

Kay Elvehjem N/A 

  

Nancy Anderson N/A 

  

February Worship Helpers                                                                                         

                                                                                

Sign up available at the Volunteer Table  
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 Communion Praise Band Communion  

Reader Gaylen Lerohl Shelly Nelson Dave Moeller Mark Reicks 

Ushers Mark Reicks 

Ken Elvehjem 
Paul Johnson 

Dave Moeller 

Laverne Floen 

Marv Gravley 

Elder Peterson 

Deloris Peterson 

      

Greeters Curt Aamold 

Sandy Aamold 

Angie Anderson 

Steve Ferguson 

Dave Anderson 

Nancy Anderson 

Terri Berger 

Erling Berger 

Altar  

Preperation 

Gayle Nemmers    

         

Coffee  and  

Refreshments 

    

Coffee  Prep     

     

Pianist Nancy Anderson Nancy Anderson Carolyn Moeller Sandi Domine 

      

Assist Counting 

Offering 

Kathy Withers  Ed Weispfennig Jan Ferguson Gaylen Lerohl 

      

Sound System 

  

Paul Johnson Laverne Floen  Dave Anderson Laverne Floen 

      

Power Point Dan Engebretson Ed Weispfennig Jan Ferguson Gayle Nemmers 

         

Communion  

Preparation 

Gayle Nemmers 

Deloris Peterson 

N/A 

  

Gayle Nemmers 

Deloris Peterson 

N/A 

Communion 

Servers 

Dave Anderson N/A Gaylen Lerohl N/A 

  

Communion 

Assistant 

Steve Ferguson N/A 

  

Lou Ann Peterson N/A 

  

Communion 

Bread 

Laurie Kluver N/A 

  

Sandy Aamold N/A 

  

March Worship Helpers                                                                                         

                                                                                

Sign up available at the Volunteer Table  


