
THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD, FEBRUARY 14, 2021    Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 3:12-13, 4:1-6; 

Mark 9:2-9 

Sermon Title: Jesus Only 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for The Transfiguration of Our Lord is from our Gospel Reading: The 

Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, we’ve seen and heard a lot about “change” in 

the past year: 

• Change that means living through a pandemic. 

• Change of a new administration in Washington, D.C. 

• Change that may affect your life in other personal ways. 

And whether you agree with the changes being made or not, they will be hard to 

ignore.  Change is sometimes good, sometimes bad, and sometimes hard to know 

without the perspective of history.  We might not know what all these changes mean, 

until we are much farther down the road and take some time to look back. 

I. Today, we read about Jesus trans-figuring, or “changing,” at least in appearance, 

before His disciples.  And it was a change which was full of meaning.  However, as 

the three disciples Peter and James and John saw it, they didn’t comprehend it until 

much later on, looking back (2 Peter 1:16-18). 

Too, I believe this Sunday is hard to understand for many people.  However, through 

faith: 

• We understand Jesus doing things like being born and preaching and dying. 

• We understand even His miraculous things like healing people, doing miracles, 

and rising from the dead. 

So, what is the significance of this mountain-top experience with Jesus?  

Furthermore, what does it mean for you, for me, and our faith? 

First of all, the Transfiguration takes place six days after Peter confessed Jesus as 

the Christ, the Son of the living God (Mark 8:27-30).  So, most significantly, it 

signals the end of Jesus’ smooth sailing, and the beginning of His time of opposition 

which would climax at the cross. 
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So, if the Epiphany season is about revealing Who Jesus is – then the Transfiguration 

demonstrates in a powerful way that this is God’s Son, and that we are to listen to 

Him.  You see, It’s Jesus giving those disciples, and us, a glimpse behind the veil 

into the glory that is His by rights.  Earlier, Peter said Jesus was the Christ, now He 

lets him have a peek. 

Furthermore, you have Moses and Elijah there. These two great men of the Old 

Testament – famous, important men together on a mountain.  Moses and Elijah 

represent the Law and the Prophets – the entire Old Testament.  And their presence 

speaks volumes. 

When Moses and Elijah appear with Jesus, their very presence testifies to His 

importance.  But more than that, they are there to say: “This Jesus, He is the One 

we’ve been waiting for.  He is the One we’ve been pointing too.  The whole Old 

Testament Scriptures testify that He is the One sent to save us.” 

All this must have been overwhelming for those three disciples.  Stunned with awe, 

James and John silently take it all in.  But Peter has to talk.  However, he didn’t 

know what to say.  But that didn’t stop him from saying something.  He blubbers on 

about building tents, and figures we’ll make this happy event last as long as possible. 

In great contrast though, the Voice from the cloud speaks: 

• A voice of authority that knows what to say. 

• A word of instruction that is clear and true. 

You see, God the Father, unmistakable, gets straight to the point: “This is My 

beloved Son.  Listen to Him” (v 7b). 

Therefore, as if to say: “Peter stop your blabbering.  You need to listen.  Stop your 

planning and your own ideas and pay attention.  This is not just some prophet.  This 

is not even a really great and important man.  This is My Son.  YES, MY SON.  Listen 

to Him.” 

And just as suddenly: 

• The cloud was gone. 

• The voice was silent. 

• And Moses and Elijah disappeared. 

The disciples were left, looking around, as if to say: 

• “Where’d everyone go?” 

• “What just happened here?” 

And they saw only Jesus.  yes, Jesus only.  Indeed, that’s a phrase we can sink our 

teeth into: Jesus only.  Not anyone else. 

II. God didn’t say: “Listen to Jesus, and also be sure to pay attention to what 

Mohammed says, and that Buddha, or the Dalai Lama.  Make sure you balance your 

spirituality with opinions from different sources and perspectives, you know, 

because everyone has something useful to bring to the table.” 
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And just to show you how deep contemporary America has fallen down the rabbit 

hole of a disturbing paganish state of mind, take for example the opening Invocation 

at the opening of the 117th Congress in Washington, D.C, January 3, 2021. There, 

Congressman Emanuel Cleaver concluded his prayer as follows: “We ask it in the 

name of the monotheist God, Brahma [Hindu god], and ‘god’ known by many names 

by many different faiths.  Amen and a woman.” 

A prayer such as this is what we call “syncretism.”  What is “syncretism?”  

Syncretism is the combining of different, often seemingly contradictory beliefs, 

melding practices of various schools of thoughts and religion the Bible strictly 

forbids.  Thus, the mingling of Biblical and pagan religions is a violation of the First 

Commandment – and as God declares – brings judgment on a nation. 

No.  God said listen to Jesus.  Jesus only.  That means when it comes to salvation, 

there is only Jesus. 

St. Paul echoes this in Galatians.  He says, if anyone preaches to you a different 

Gospel (that is – anything other than salvation by grace through faith in Christ alone).   

And I don’t care whether it’s another preacher, an apostle, or even angel from heaven 

– if anyone tries to lead you astray with such lies – let them be condemned (Galatians 

1:8-9). 

Those are strong words from St. Paul.  We should think the same.  When it comes 

to salvation, there is only one saving Gospel.  And that Gospel is about Jesus, and 

Jesus only. 

You see: 

• Only Jesus lived a perfect life, fulfilling the Law (Romans 10:4). 

• Only Jesus can give you the credit for His earned righteousness (2 Corinthians 

5:21). 

• Only Jesus died for the sins of the world, and offers His forgiveness to you and 

me. 

• Only Jesus rose from the dead and predicted it beforehand, and promises we too 

will rise (John 11:25-26). 

• Only Jesus can get us to the Father, as the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 

14:6). 

• Only Jesus can grant us God’s grace. 

• Only in Jesus’ name are our prayers acceptable to God (John 14:13-14; 15:7). 

• Only Jesus feeds us with His body and blood. 

• Only Jesus washes away our sins at the font. 

• Only Jesus is the living Word Who continues to work by His Spirit in the written, 

read, and spoken Word. 
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Yes, only Jesus.  Jesus Only. 

The writer to the Hebrews, chapter 12, tells us to “Fix our eyes on Jesus.”  Why fix 

our eyes on Jesus?  For the sinner in need of salvation, there really is nowhere else 

to look.  But looking to Him: 

• We can be sure that He is Who He says He is. 

• That He did what He said He would do. 

• That He will do what He promises. 

This is the guarantee for each of us who trust in Him. 

If we trust in ourselves and our works, we will not have this assurance.  But in Jesus 

only do we rest secure, and know the peace that only Jesus can bring. 

III. Yes, today we come to the mountaintop with the disciples, and with our Lord.  

And we bring with us many things – sins, guilt, shame, flaws, failings, struggles, and 

hurts.  They weigh us down not only on the mountaintop but in the valleys and on 

the plains. 

But here, in God’s presence, something is different.  We see the prophets of old, we 

smell the smoke, we hear the voice.  We are awe-struck by the bright shining glory 

of Christ. 

And here something happens.  Here, with Jesus, we too are transfigured.  For: 

• In Jesus we are changed – forgiven, renewed, changed. 

• In Jesus we hear the voice of God, know the Word of God, and see the love of 

God for us. 

• In Jesus’ body and blood, He is present with mercy and grace. 

• In Jesus, we leave with the assurance that our sins are gone, and our life is secure 

in Him. 

Conclusion: Yes, dear friends in Christ, in Jesus, and only in Jesus. 

In the name of T Jesus.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


