
THE DAY OF PENTECOST, MAY 23, 2021 (CONFIRMATION SUNDAY) Roger A. Erdman 
Lectionary Readings: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 139:1-17; Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-
27, 16:4b-15 
Sermon Title: The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  
(Psalm 19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 
Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 
hearts for the Day of Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday is from our Second 
Reading – Acts, chapter 2. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, today: WE CELEBRATE THE OUTPOURING OF 
THE HOLY SPIRIT ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST.  As promised, Christ, before ascending 
to heaven, promised His believers that another Counselor would come (John 14:16).  
And so, God kept His oath by sending the Holy Spirit among the believers. 
I. The Holy Spirit is God, and He is a spirit, which means He doesn’t have a physical 
body.  However, He appeared like the form of fire to the people gathered to 
celebrate Pentecost.  We’ve all seen pictures of this incredible day. 
Why did the Holy Spirit appear in this manner?  For the sake of people in that: 
• He became “visible.” 
• He wanted people to see the evidence of His presence and be comforted. 

Acts 2 gives that long list of people gathered in Jerusalem from all over the Roman 
world.  Why were they in Jerusalem in the first place? 
• Pentecost was one of the major Jewish feasts. 
• And the Jewish people would converge on Jerusalem to worship the Lord during 

this feast from wherever they had been scattered over the course of time. 
It’s interesting that Pentecost was the occasion to thank God for the harvest of crops, 
especially wheat.  The point of the feast was to emphasize that the Lord was the 
One Who gave the ability to work (Deuterony 8:18).  Additionally, the Jews 
reminded themselves that it was God who made crops to grow and yield the harvest.  
And that the Lord was responsible for everything. 
Perhaps the Jews were tempted to view only the physical blessings on Pentecost.  
But God sent the Holy Spirit to focus on His desire to save the souls of people as 
well.  For: “God wants all people to be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth” (see 1 Timothy 2:4).  Thus, a festival of harvest would now become a festival 
of God harvesting souls! 
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So, the Holy Spirit gave to His small band of believers special abilities to speak in 
different languages.  Obviously, this was a remarkable miracle! 
These men of Galilee were able to speak their messages not only in the Greek 
language, which all those visitors to Jerusalem could already understand, as the 
universal language of the day.  But also, in the local “heart” languages of these 
people from all the various regions of the Roman Empire and beyond. 
Indeed, an amazing miracle!  How sweet for all those listeners!  It’s the part of the 
Pentecost story that you and many may remember best.  On this festive occasion, 
the believers who had gathered on Pentecost were proclaiming the “wonders” of the 
Lord (v 11). 
The text gives no details on what these first messages were all about.  However, 
they were surely connected to how the promises given to the Old Testament people 
were fulfilled in Christ.  And Jesus explained this to the two disciples on the way to 
Emmaus and the eleven behind locked doors after His resurrection (Luke 24:27, 44). 
After hearing these languages, what were the reactions of the people? 
• Some were amazed.  
• But some started to mock that these Galileans were drunk. 

However, Peter, a disciple who had denied Christ three times to save his skin, now 
stood up courageously and defended these brothers by reminding all those gathered 
of the words spoken by the prophet Joel.  You see, God made the promise to pour 
out His Spirit on all people (vv 17-21). 
Thus, Pentecost is the time when God’s promise was fulfilled.  The Old Testament 
believers trusted that the Lord would follow through on what He said. 
II. How is the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy relevant to us today?  The Holy Spirit 
continues to convert to faith people of all nations and continues to preserve people 
in the faith.  He does it just the way He did in the first century, with both Jews and 
Gentiles, males and females, slaves and free.  You see: 
• These faithful people of God then carried out the “Great Commission” 

themselves: “Wherever you go, disciple all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded you; and remember I am with you until the end of 
the age” (Matthew 28:19-20). 

• Thus, they truly became the witnesses of the love of Christ, and the Gospel of 
Christ was proclaimed in many places. 

We are the evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit done by the voices of those 
faithful Christians.  Somehow the Gospel has reached our ears and hearts.  On this 
Confirmation Sunday the Gospel has reached the ears of Brooklynn/Addy, Dayton, 
and Isabella. 
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We and they have heard what brought these first few believers together by the Holy 
Spirit.  That it’s Jesus Who has taken away our sins: 
• By His death on the cross. 
• By His rising from the grave. 

The Holy Spirit has ever since been announcing Christ crucified.  That’s the reason 
we now know Christ as our Savior.  God’s desire to save started from the beginning 
of time when He announced He would send a Savior in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 
3:15).  And so, today He’s still at work.  For the Holy Spirit’s work is to bring us 
to believe in Jesus for all that He has done for us, and continues to do for us in His 
Word and Sacraments. 
You see, the Holy Spirit strengthens our faith through the Gospel and Sacraments.  
For the Word of God is the power of God for salvation to all who believe (Romans 
1:16). 
That same assurance then energizes us to be the people of Pentecost as it was at that 
first Christian Pentecost.  St. Paul says: “We are the jars of clay bearing the 
treasure” (2 Corinthians 4:7).  Indeed, the Lord uses people like us, sinful and 
weak, to speak the Gospel to others. 
So, how can we do this? 
• It is the Holy Spirit living in us Who is saving people. 
• And He alone is enabling us to proclaim His Gospel. 

Whenever we are disappointed at our frailties and sins, we remember our gracious 
God, Who sacrificed Himself for us on the cross.  He did not remain dead there but 
kept His promise by conquering death.  By His conquering power, given to us by 
the Holy Spirit, our God will accomplish His will through us, as He did on that first 
Christian Pentecost. 
And so, this will be the mission of the Church until that other day the prophet Joel 
foresaw, that Peter preached about on Pentecost: “The sun shall be turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and 
magnificent Day” (Acts 2:20). 
Conclusion: Yes, dear friends in Christ, Jesus is coming back again.  Our Lord 
Jesus Christ will come back to judge the living and the dead.  Because of His 
sacrifice and forgiveness, proclaimed to us by the Pentecost message, we and 
countless others will welcome that Last Day with praises of Christ that will never 
end. 
In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory! 


