
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Church Office 
1106 S. Main St. 

Necedah, WI  54646 
 

     Telephone             Fax 
608-565-7252   608-565-2410 

 

General E-mail 
stjames.luth@tds.net 

 

Website 
www.stjamesnecedah.com 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Roger A. Erdman  

pastor@stjamesnecedah.com 
Office: (608) 565-7252 
Cell:  (920) 312-2079 

 
Church Secretary 
Cathy Crabtree 

secretary@stjamesnecedah.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon.-Thurs. 9am to 2pm 

Friday Closed 
 

Adult Bible Study  
Sunday 9:15am; 

Thursday 1:30 pm 

Sept. –May 
 

Sunday School 
9-10:15am Sept.—May 

 
 

St. James Worship Service 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Wednesday 5:30 pm 
 

St. Paul’s Worship Service 
Sunday 8:00 am 

Bible Study 9:00 am 
 

Organists 
Mrs. Sharon Lutz 

Mrs. Tracey Draper 

Congregations of the Lutheran Church  
Missouri  Synod 

September 20, 2020 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Our Mission 

“Reach UP, Reach Out, Reach In with the Lord!” 

St. James Lutheran Church 
1106 S. Main  St.     Necedah, WI 54646 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  
N15296 19th Ave.       Nekoosa , WI  54457 

(New Miner) 

mailto:Stjames.luth@tds.net


 

 The Members of St. James and St. Paul’s 
  welcome you to the family of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Rev. Roger A. Erdman, Pastor 
************************************************************** 

Office Hours:  Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am-1:30pm; Friday closed 
Sunday Worship services at St. James are broadcast live by Mauston radio WRJC AM 1270 and 92.9FM   

            Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
                         September 20, 2020 
  Hymns-565-555 (sts. 1-3, 6, 10)-631 (sts. 1-4)-73-838 
                             

 
 

Pre-Service Prayers (see inside front cover of LSB) 
 
As We Gather 
 

Disciples Live in Their Vocations by Grace through Faith in Christ 
 

Those who are sent as “laborers for his vineyard” (Matt. 20:1) depict the wide diversity of voca-

tions to which the disciples of Christ Jesus are called. Whatever our particular stations in life may 

be, we are called to live and serve by faith in His promises. Our labors do not merit anything be-

fore Him, for He is already generous to one and all without partiality. In mercy, He has chosen to 

bear “the burden of the day and the scorching heat” on our behalf, to make us equal to Himself 

and to give us what belongs to Him, that is, the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 20:12–15). This way of 

the Lord is foolishness to the world and foreign to our thoughts, but He draws near, so that “he 

may be found” (Is. 55:6), “have compassion” and “abundantly pardon” (Is. 55:7). So it is that we 

are found in Christ Jesus, and He is honored in our bodies, “whether by life or by death” (Phil. 

1:20), by “fruitful labor” (Phil. 1:22) or by suffering. It is by faith in His forgiveness that our works 
are “worthy of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). 
   
Ringing of the Bells 
 

Hymn of Invocation: LSB #565 “Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ”   
 

Order of Worship:  Divine Service Setting Three—Page 184 
 

Confession and Absolution—Pg.  184 
 
Service of the Word–Pg.  186 
 

Psalm 27:1-9 
 1The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
   The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
2When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, 
   my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. 
3Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 
   though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 
4One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
   that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty 
   of the Lord and to inquire in his temple. 
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5For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 
   he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 
6And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent 
sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
   I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 
7Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; 
   be gracious to me and answer me! 
8You have said, “Seek my face.” 
   My heart says to you, “Your face, Lord, do I seek.” 
9Hide not your face from me. Turn not your servant away in anger, 
   O you who have been my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! 
         

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
                                                               
The Kyrie – Pg.  186 

Gloria in Excelsis – Pg.  187 

Salutation– Pg.  189 
 
Collect of the Day: 
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have 
done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  
C: ♫Amen. 
      
 
Old Testament Reading                                           Isaiah 55:6-9 
 6
“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 

7
let the wicked forsake 

his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have 
compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 9For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.”    
 
Epistle Reading                                        Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 
 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the 
gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest 
that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the 
Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. . . . 
19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out 
for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, 
but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by 
death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. 
My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary on your account. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue 
with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause to 
glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 
27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 
you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striv-



 

 ing side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. 
This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29For it 
has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also 
suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still 
have. 
    
Holy Gospel                                               Matthew 20:1-16 
 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, 
he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in 
the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will 
give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the 
same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, 
‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said 
to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said 
to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the 
first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denari-
us. 10Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them 
also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the 
house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what be-
longs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do 
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will 
be first, and the first last.”  
   

Apostles’ Creed 
   
Hymn of the Day: LSB #555 (sts. 1-3, 6, 10) “Salvation unto Us Has Come” 
 
Sermon: “Never Empty Handed”                       Text: Matthew 20:1-16 
  
Offering: Offering: Please sign the record of fellowship pad found in each pew so we 
know who is worshipping with us today. (Temporarily the offering is collected at the back of the 
sanctuary at both congregations. Please sign the record of fellowship pad found in each pew so we know 
who is worshipping with us today.)  
 
Prayer of the Church: General Prayer 2 (See Insert)   
   

The Divine Service of the Sacrament-Pg. 208 
   The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence 
that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but his very body and 
blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with 
one another.  Our Lord invites to his table all who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside 
any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death 
until he comes.  
 
 
 
 
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm   
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 and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is professed at this   altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold confession differing from that of this congrega-
tion and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, must 
first speak with the pastor or the elder.  For those who are in need of non-alcoholic wine, that is 
provided in the middle of the tray.  Also, if you are in need of a gluten-free wafer please speak 
to an elder or the pastor before the service.  
 
Distribution Hymns: 
LSB #631 (sts. 1-4 )  “Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face” 
LSB #731 “O God, Forsake Me Not” 
 
Post-Communion Canticle-Pg. 211 “Nunc Dimittis” 
 
Benediction– Pg. 212 
 
Hymn of Departure: LSB #838 “The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place” 
                                                                                      
 ________________________                          
Acknowledgements 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Ver-
sion®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builders © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.     

____________________________________________________________________________ 
       
                                        Those Serving in our Worship Today: 

Preacher, Lector and Celebrant—Rev. Roger Erdman 
 Organist—(SP)— Mrs. Tracey Draper 

Organist—(SJ)—Mrs. Sharon Lutz 
Elder for the Month of September-Dan Peterson 

Trustee for the Month of September-Elmer Hornburg 
 

St. James Altar Care for the Month of September Debby Ennis, Nicole Burke 
 

St. Paul’s Altar Care for the Month of September Deb & Jim 
Radio Sponsor— 

 Flowers— 
Special Needs for September 

 At this time the VA is not accepting donations 
Necedah Food Pantry– Any non-perishable food item 

Want to prepare for next week’s worship? 
                     Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18; Matthew 21:23-32 

Daily Readings for this week: 36 Week  (89)* 
 20th Come to the Lord’s House   
 21st Gal 3:1-29   
 22ndGal 4:1-31       
 23rd Gal 5:1-6:18 
 24th Eph 1:1-23 
 25th Eph 2:1-22    
 26th Eph 3:1-21       
*The number in parenthesis represents the week of the Readings as found in The Lutheran Study 
Bible under the Two-Year Reading  



 

 

 

   

 Prayers for those in our family of faith and those close to us… 

St. James Members               St. Paul’s Members 
Those who are Homebound or in a Care facility   Those who are Homebound or in a Care facility             
                                                                                                           
 Gertrude Kirtz, Lois Lazeration         Eleanor Van Meter, Jim Winters 
                                  

Those with special concerns….                              Those with special concerns… 

Charlene Sitas                                                                       
                                                                                    Denna Winters, Mary Lou Trutt,                                                                                     
Tyler Burke                                                      

Lindy and Joyce Hanson                                    Gregg Winters (Son of Sharon Winters) 
Alvina (nee Pollock) O’ Connor                                   Mary Shear (Sister-in-law of Donna Klein) 
Daryl Fabian                                           Troy  Winters                                                     

Linda Randall                                                                  Glen Skibba 

Vivian Elliott                                                                  Leann Winters  (wife of Dale Winters)                                                                                        
Palmer Peterson                                                         Karen Smedbron (Daughter of Delores Smedbron)                                                                                               

                                                  Todd Wallender (Patsy Wallender’s son) 
                                                                                     Ginny Link 
                                                                                     Delores Smedborn 
                                                                                       
 
 
Amber Pfloughoeft (Granddaughter of Milt and Cindy Smith) 
Judy Ahlers (Sister of Deb Ennis) 
Dave and Judy Berna (son-in-law and daughter of Gert Kirtz) 
Marylin Fuss (Megan’s friend) 
Karen Roy (Friend of Bonnie Augustynowicz) 
Montey Stratton (Cousin of Christina Fischer) 
Ed Kindschi (Sandy Harry’s Nephew-in-Law) 
Nikki Ravenscroft (Friend of Christina Fischer) 
Darold Hamburg (Friend of Amanda Hatfield ) 
Christine Dietz (ex-wife of Peter Taraban) 
Ginny Link 
Ken Finke (Brother of Deb Ennis) 
Donna Wick (sister of Bill Gatzke) 
Delaney Kraemer (Friend of the Fischer Family) 
Daniel O’ Connor (husband of  Alvina (nee Pollock) O’ Connor).                          
Brad Bever (TJ Oens Coach) 
Robert Gurrath( Friend of Cathy Crabtree and Eugene Crabtree)        
Jeff Bourassa (Friend of Cathy Crabtree)         
Janice Salamone (Friend of Cathy Crabtree) 

 
Those who are persecuted for Christ’s Sake. 

Pastor Ryan and Emily McDermott & their family .  

Remember in Prayer:  If you have a prayer request for yourself or a loved one, or are hospital-
ized either by an emergency or by planned care, please inform Pastor Erdman as soon as possi-
ble by  calling his cell 920-312-2079, via  his email pastor@stjamesnecedah.com or call the 
church office at 565-7252 and the information will be given to Pastor Erdman. Anyone who 
needs to reach Pastor Erdman, whether it is an emergency or non-emergency situation, please 
contacthim by calling the church office at 565-7252 or his cell 920-312-2079. 
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 Our Gifts to God for August 30 

 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Paul’s 
Worship Service: 8 am n/c 

St. James 
  Worship Service: 10:30 w/c 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 

St. James 
  

Offering (Envelope & Loose)                $ 983.00 
     Sanctuary Painting/Lamp Refurb.            0.00         
     Radio Sponsorship                                    0.00 
     Other Gifts                                                70.00 
 Sunday School                    __________  _ _5.00 
Total Gifts to God                                $  1,058.00 
 
Attendance:  9-13 (28) 

St. Paul’s 
Envelopes                         $      0.00 
Plate                0.00 
Total                    $     0.00 
 
Attendance 13 
 
 
 
 

 ALL CHRISTIANS ARE  
RESPONSIBLE FOR TELLING 
OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. 
 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the  
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

St. Paul’s 
Worship Service: 8am w/c 

   St. James 
  Worship Service: 10:30 am w/c 

Week of September 20-26 

LIFE THOUGHTS:  The Apostle St. Paul must have felt like a burden and better off dead 
(Philippians 1:21). Persecution caused him almost constant pain. Imprisoned in Rome, perhaps await-
ing execution, he only ate, bathed, and was clothed at someone else’s pleasure. Yet though he could-
n’t work, God made him a witness who blessed untold multitudes throughout history (Philippians 
1:24). And what great worth and purpose likewise shines in our lives even when confined to hospital 
beds or completely incapacitated! 

Monday-St. James Ladies-Bible Study 6pm  
Tuesday-Elders Mtg at 5:30pm, Trustees Mtg 6pm, Church Council 7pm 

Wednesday-(SJ) Worship Svc.-At 5:30pm 
Thursday-(SJ)- Bible Study-1:30pm 



 

 
  
                                                             ANNOUNCEMENTS 

COVID-19 REMINDER: Since the COVID-19 cases have spiked now that we are in the summer 
months, it is important that we follow the precautionary means available to us. These measures 
for the most part were agreed upon at the May 20 the St. James and St. Paul’s Joint Council 
Meeting. Presently, we are asking that you: 1) follow a every other pew seating arrangement 
with the recommended social distancing of six feet within the pews, apart from unrelated fami-
lies; 2) A FACE COVERING IS REQUIRED (required by Governor Tony Evers executive or-
ders: #1 and #82) – disposable masks are available at both St. James and St. Paul’s; 3) at St. 
James disposable gloves are available in the fellowship hall for those desire to wear them; 4) 
hand sanitizer is available at both St. James and St. Paul’s; 5) disinfectant disposable wipes are 
available at St. James to wipe down the Lutheran Service Book and/or the area where you are 
seated; 6) it is highly recommended that no hand shaking take place until further notice; 7) we 
will be practicing social distancing at the Communion Altar; 8) before and after the worship ser-
vices kindly keep your visiting to a minimum inside, weather permitting visit outdoors. If you do 
not feel comfortable worshiping on Sundays, there is the Wednesday evening worship service at 
5:30pm. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. Thank you. Pastor Erdman 
 
THANK YOU – A big “THANK YOU” to Jennie Steen for donating the beautiful fern plant. It is a 
welcome addition to the fellowship hall. May it be used to the praise, honor, and glory of God. 
 
LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES – 2020 VIRTUAL FALL EVENT: What can I do to share the 
Gospel with others? Are we still having faith-based conversations with our family, friends, and 
neighbors? Join us for the 2020 Virtual Fall Event on Saturday, September 26 at First Immanu-
el Lutheran Church in Cedarburg, WI or from your home computer. Learn how spiritual con-
versations are happening today presented by Lutheran Hour Ministries leaders. Further details 
can be found on the flyer posted at each congregation.    
(SJ) Our first Women’s Bible Study will be held on Monday, September 21 at 6PM. Please 
join us for a wonderful time of learning about and sharing God’s Word.  Due to Covid 19 we 
WILL be following the precautionary means available to us using masks, hand sanitizers and 
social distancing. If you have any questions, please contact me at 608 548-0214 or email me at 
jumpriver52@yahoo.com.   I look forward to seeing you soon!  Debby Ennis   
St. Paul’s Ladies Aid-The next meeting for St. Paul’s Ladies Aid will be Monday, October 12, 
at 6pm in the church.  Meetings are held once a month on the 2nd Monday.  

(SJ) Sanctuary Painting:-The Church Council approved the painting of the Sanctuary at it’s 
August 25 meeting, accepting a bid of $3,100.00 for the project. If you are able to make a spe-
cial donation toward this needed project please do so by marking “painting “ on your offering 
envelope. Thank You! 
 
(SJ) Misplaced: One copy of the children’s hymnal (One and All Rejoice). These hymnals were 
used at the campfire singalong. If you find it please return to the church office. Thank you 
 
Mark your calendars-Fall Harvest Dinner-St. James October 17, 2020 Please sign up for work 
& donations . Sheets are on the easel board in the Fellowship Hall. 

LWML-Salad Luncheon-September 26,2020 at 11am at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Adams. Poster is 
hanging in Fellowship Hall for more information. 

 


